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1fOHER€RACE 

THE DUTCHESS OF PUCCLEUGH. 

Ik confequence of your permitting me to 
addrefs my Tranflaticii of the following 
Sermons to your Grace, the general appro- 
bation will beLfecured to atlcaft dne part of 
xny Publication. 

It is not your rank in the world, Madam, 
eleviited as :it is, which renders your pro- 
tedion of any part of the amiable Mas si l- 
LON*s Works fo eminently proper; it is your 
rank in the hearts of the good and virtuous, 
fuch af he was^ who will unanimoufly ac- 
knowledge the propriety of the Dedication. 

Were 



Were I at liberty to mention inftances» 
within the fphere of fny own knowledge, of 

your Grace's humanity and benevolence, 

* 

the pleafure with which I feize this opportu- 
nity of expreffing my v veneration for yoiir 
charadler, would be little wondered at; nor 
would the fincerity be doubted, ^ with which 
I fubfcribe myfelf , 

' Madam, ; / 

Your Grace-'s moft refpc6lful," 

And moft obedient fervant. 

(OllWittn Z)lclwfotu ^ 



•mANS. 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 
P U B L i C. 



JLt ii eqdalijr proper for a Tranflator, as for an Author, 
to give ibme (Explanation (not apology, for furely a gene- 
rous TPublic will require hone, when the difleniination of 
Virtue is evidently the purpofe) of the produftion which 
he (ibttudes upon the public.'^ 

ThisTranflation was'at firft undertaken, merely for the 
recreation, during iHiiefs, of the Tranflator ; his admira- 
tion of Maffillon's abilities; increafing as he went on, he 
was induced to continue, far beyond his firft intention ; 
that animation, that uh3iort, as D'Alefmbert fays, which 
flowed from his pen ori every fubjeS, that gentle, yrt 
feeling addrefii to the. hearts of his hearers, arid to which 
the moft indifferent could not refufe attenti(^, ftruck him 
fo forcibly, that he could not refleft, without furprife, 
that no tranflation of bis works had as yet appeared in 
Englifli. Imprefled with a convi£lion oi their moral ten- 
dency, he determined, in confequence of the approbation 
of fome^re{pe6lable clergymen, his friends, to publiffa a 
felefiion of fuch as, unconne6led with local or tempo- 
rary events in France, would, in his opinion, be an ac- 
ceptable prefent to Chriftians of every denomination. He 
now offers the prefent volume to the public ; and fo im- 
prcffed is he with a fenfe of their merit, that he is con- 
vinced 



TRAKSLATOR's PREFACE* 6 

vinced that the weakncfs, or the inaccuracy of the Tranf- 
Nation, can alone prevent a generous Public from receiving 
them favourabjjjf, 

^ In the Tranflation, he has endeavoured, as much as in 
him lay» to convey the meaning and fentiments of his 
Original ; in doing-of Whicb, Ik may perhaps be thought 
fometimes too literal ; but if the meaning be conveyed, 
furely the error is on the &(eft fide ; for many of our tranf- 
lations, may with much more propriety be called paraphrafes 
than tranllations ; and» (at leaflin the Tranflator's opimon], 
it is much better to err» in keep^ rather too clpfely to 
the text, than by ftudioufly ayoidjiig the appparaoce of li* 
lerality,^ to render i)x fenfe both obfcure and unintelligible. 
If the Tranflator be mifialcen, it is an erroi: which in fu«- 
ture may eafily be correSed ; and this being his firft pub* 
lication, be txufls that ageneccois Public will uot-cafhier a 
fubaltern, becaufe.he may not as yet be capable of dif* 
chargii^ tbe.duty of a general officer^ 

. The Tranflator takes this opportunity of returning hi? 
fMcknowledgmepts to his friej^d^ above mention^d^ from 
rwhofe advice he has reaped p^my advapt^e^. 



LIFE 



LIFE 

ot 

MASSILLON: 

C ZxttaStd from the Difcowrft ^ Uonfkur ie llmrfuii 
D'AUmberi^ on his admijion into the Royal Academy 
ofPetris.) 



J EAN-BAFn6T£ Mabsiluon was born IB Provence in tfao 
year 1663. His father was a poor attomejr .of that ao-» 
confiderible place. The ob&uricy of his bntb, which 
gives fe mucli ioftre to the fplendour of his perfohal merit* 
fiiould make ^ chief feature in bis panegyric ; and it maf 
be raid of him, ^ u^ fasd of die i&i&ious Rjoman, who 
owed nothing to Itis anceflors, Vidctur ex fi naius : He 
feemed to have produced hinifelf* 

He entered the Oratoiy at fevemeen: The fuperiors of 
Maffillon foon faw 4he £aunie wiiiicfa he vrmHA bring to their 
congregation. They deftined iiim to the puJpit ; but, it 
Was from a principle of obedience alotie, that iie confentei 
to focond their views : He was rfie oaaJy one who did not 
fbrefde .i^at fttture celebrity, by whidh his hnniility and bis 
modelfy were to be rewarded* 

The young Maflillon did every thing in his power to 
avoid that fame. He had already, while in the countr)% 
by order of bis ft^^ioarsv pronounced the funeral ocatiomt 

of 



9 OFE OF MAStlLLOK. 

of two Archbifhops. Thcfe difcourfes, which were in- 
deed nothing but the attempts of a youth, but of a youth, 
who fhewed what he would one day be, had the moft bril- 
liant fuccefs. The humble orator, alarmed at his growing 
reputation, and dreading, as be faid, the dasmon of pride, 
refolved to efcape him for ever, by fecluding himfelf in 
the moft obfcure retreat. Hej repaired to the Abbey of 
Scptfons, where the fame difcipline is obferved as at La 
Trappe ; and there he took the habit. 

During his novidate, the Cardinal de Noailles addrefled 
to the Abbe of Septfons, whofe virtue he refpe6led, a 
charge which he had juft publiihed. The Abbe, more 
religious than eloquent, but preferving ftill at kaft for 
ihofe of his cothm'union fome remains of felMove, wifiied 
to return an anfwer to the Cardinal, worthy, of. the charge 
he had. received. This office he entrjufted to Maffiilon, 
who performed it 'with as much readmefs as fuccefs. The 
Cardinal, afionifhed at receiving from that quarter, a piece 
fo weil written, was not afraid of wounding the .vanity of 
the Abbe of Septfons, by afldng, who was the author of 
it; when, the Abbe's mentioning Maffiilon, the prelate 
immediately replied^ that fuch talents were not in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, to remain hid under a bufliel. He 
obliged the novice to quit the habit, and refume that of 
the Oi-atory. He plarced him in the feminary of St. Mag* 
lofre in Paris, exhorting him to cultivate the eloquence of 
the pulpit, and promiirng to make his fortune, which the 
young orator confined to .that of an apoftle, that is, to the 
mere necefjTaries of life, accompanied with the moft ex- 
emplary fimplicity. 

i His firft Sermons produced the eflfeft, which his fuperi- 
ors, and the Cardinal de Noailles, bad forefeen. Scarcely 

had 
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liiidfKe' 9!>cv^ hknielf in the churches of Paris, than be 
^cifpfedvalmoft all tbofe who/had flione ia the fame fphere. 
He had declared that he wottid not preach like them ; not 
from any pfefui9fHuous<fentsmemof fuperiority, but from 
ibe.juft andTatiohal idea he had .formed of Chrrftian elo* 
^ quence. * He was>perruaded, that if a minifler of the gof« 
pel degrades himfelf by idrculating known truths in vuU 
gar hngrngPfh^fdilSf on the other handt in thinking to 
reclaim, by profound argunientation, a multitude, of hear- 
ers, who are by no mean^able to comprehend him ; that 
thmtgh ai/ who hear him may not have the advantage of 
education, y^t all of them have a heart, at which the 
pii^acher.lhould, aim ; that in the pulpit, man Ibould be ex- 
hibited to hinifelft nptto frighten .hiin by the horror of the 
pi£^ure» Jbut U> 9&i& him by its Fefemblanjce ; and that if 
it is (oidetimes'ufeful to terrify andal^rm him« it is oftener 
profitable to itSLVf forth thq{^ extatic tears* that are; mor<^ 
efficacious than tbofe of defpair« ) 

Such was the plan that MaiBllon propofed to follow, and 
wbieh he executed, lik^.a 9ian who had conceived it, that 
^i$t Ukea n(mn of gejDius. He excclls in.tfaat property of aa 
orator, which can alone fupply all the reSi ; in that elo- 
quence, which, goes direfily to the foul; which agitates, 
wkhout ccHivulfing; which alarms, without ; appalling ; 
ltfhich;penetrates,. without. rien.ding the heart. He fearches 
ont4he hidden folds, in which the paiTions lie enveloped ; 
thelK^ fecret fpphifips^ which blind and feduce. To com« 
bat and to d^ftroy thefe fophifms, he has in general only to 
unfold them : This h^doe^, with an unftion fo affeaionate 
and fo tender, that he. allures us rather than compels ; and 
even vfhen he (hews us the pi^ure of onr vices, he inter- 
eils and deligfits us.tbe moft. .His difiion, always fmooth 
and eleganti ai\4 piuret is. ;e very where, marked with that 

Vol. I. B noble 
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noble fitnplicky, without whicb, Atve if oeidMr ff>oi taflt 
nor true ctloquence; a fimfitieit)^, whicthbtim unkei itk 
Maflillon, with the iweeteft sad noft bcititehtnghaimionyv 
borrowed from this htcer addkional graces ^ htit whal com* 
pleats the charm oi this enchanting flyle, is our conriiSiofif 
that fo many beauties fpring from an exuberant feurce^ 
and are produced without eifart or pam. It fiooietiaiea 
happen, indeed, that a few inaecuiaties cfcapic hho, eU 
ther in the] expreffion, in the tertn- o( die phrafe, or iii 
the affecting melody of his ftyle ; fuch inaccuvaciet, howii 
ever, my be called happy ones« for they completely prevent 
tis from fufpeAihg the leaft degree of labour in his compo* 
(ition. It was by this happy negtigence, that MaffiUcm 
gained as many friends as auditors : He knew, that the 
more an orator is intent upon guiottg adfldratJois the lelii 
thofe who hear him are difpofed to grant it t and tot thia 
ambition is the rock on which fo many preaehers have fplilt 
who being entrufted, if one dare thus to exprefs it, wid^ 
the interefts of the Deity, wi(h to mingle with them the 
infignificant interefts of their own ^^mtty* He compared 
the ftudied eloquence of learned preachers tafhofe- flowers, 
which grow fo luxuriantly amongft'the corn, that are lovely 
to the view, but noxious- to the com. 

Maflillon reaped another advantage from that heart-af^. 
fefling eloquence; which he made fo happy an ufrof. 
As he fpoke the langiiage of aH conditions, beeatife he 
fpoke ta the heart, all descriptions' of men flocked to his 
fermons ; even unbelievers were eager to hear him ; they 
often found inftrufiion, when they expected only amufe« 
meftt, and returned fometimes converted, when they thought 
they were only beflbwinj; or wiih«hotdtng their praife. Maf* 
fiiion could defcend to the language; which alone they 
would liften to, that of a phttofophy, apparently human, 

but 



'Mt^wlriri^ fiamliog'eviecf affeime tm list keart laid open, 
athiBved the araior «o«jifpptoicli niiiioiii eKbit and affiflr- 
ati^; and lAode U«'iK«qtierort evcttietove lie hai eit^ 

Hir aAiitin pcrfisfiif C9tV(^fiA^ wkfa t^ 
^paeaofr ke had orhmted^ The moaiem he entered the 
|HiIpit» be feemed deeply impreffed with the great tnoihi 
he ^was aboat to declare ; with eyes call down, a modeft 
aod coflefiect akv^ uriiftoor aay violent awtiocis^ with few 
<ir «a geftumSt inst amimaciiif dl by an' affisAifig and iin« 
pvcCve vdke, hecoatmcmkated tofai<$ hearers the religioirj 
fenirinaiit MAa/ah faiaaxtei«ai> appearance announced; he 
wkiimuiiieA^iiFityro&mnd^1^tt€e^ which is a higher com* 
{dinMfiM to ekif aence, than the aioft: tamultttous pkudits. 
He appeared oi» that great and dangerous tbeatr^, equally 
detifcM of pyide u of iear y His firit attempt was uflcom^ 
«o«iy tnriittaift, and tlie e^c^rdium of hk firft <Ufcouife is 
0tie of the mafter^-pieic^eS' of modem eloqaence^ Lewis 
KtV* mms tkeK in^tt: vcmxk oS his power and glory ; he 
had been viflorious in every part of Europe; he was 
adored by his fubjeSs, intoxicated with hme, and fur- 
fdteA with adulation. JMbffiion choyAe for his testt that 
pa&geoE Scripture wfaids leetaed tiie kail adapted tofpch 
a priisce, ** Jftkffed are tbey who weep ;'^ and frbm that 
textfarcmiveyedacompltttientthe morenew; and artful, 
aad fliittesring, as it appcaitsd to be dtftated by die gofpel 
itfelf, and fuch as an Apofile might have paid. *' Sire/' 
faid he, 'addreffing the king, " if the world were to fpeak 
^ tayoar Ma^cSf feoai/tMs' place, it would not fay, Bfef- 
** fed are they who wsep« H^py, ^ould it fay, that 
^ prittce who baa nevev fought bm to conquer ; who hath 
^* fiUed lb& uaivesfc with bis fame ; who, in the courfe of 
^ a^IoBg; and pr^fi^ermw-i^igii^has enjoyed all t^at men ad« 
^ •* mire. 
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** mire, the fplei^dour of conqtiefty the love of faisipebplf; 
** the eileem of hts enemies, the wifdom.of hts iaw8« Sutg 
*' Sire, the gofpei does not fpeak thelangttngeof theworM.*'; 
The audience of Verfailles, accuftomed as it was toBour- 
dalous and BoiTuets, had never witnefled an eloquence at 
once fo delicate and noble ; and accordingly, it excited in 
the congregation an involuntary mov^ntot of adnEura>s 
tion. , - 

Our orator was always firm, but atways refpeAfu]» 
vfhiU heannoujiced to his fovereign, the will of Him who 
is the Judge of Kings ; he folfiUed the duty* of the mia-^ 
iAry, but he never exceeded it; and ;the Mbnarch, who 
perhaps retired from bis chapel diffati^d with fome.othex 
preachers, never left the fermons of ■ Maflillon, without 
being diifatisfied with himfelf. This thee Prince was hon- 
eft enough to contefs to Ma/Tillon ;. the greateft complin 
inent he could pay him, but a comfiltmeRt which matny 
others before and after Mftffiilon never wiflied to obtain^ 
being more anxious to fend away a hearer enraptured, than 
a finner converted. 

Lewis XIV. died ; and the Regent, whdfaonourefd the 
talents of Maflilion, and defpifed hit enemies, named him 
to the bifhopric of Clermont ; he wanted, UKireover, 
that the Court (hould hear him once more, and enga^ged 
him to preach fome Lent fermons before the King, then of 
the age of nine years. 

Thefe fermons corapofed in lefs than three months, are 
known by the name of Petit Carime. Though they are 
not in the higheit degree iiniihed, they are a true model of 
pulpit eloquence. The great fermons of the fame author 
may poflefs more pathos and vehemence ; but the'elo'' 

quence 
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guenreoF ^efe is more inlirtuafing and delicate, ^hd the 
charm refuking from them is enhanced by the importance 
of the fufojed, by the ineftimable valtfie of thofe lisiple af- 
feSing leffons, which being fitted to penetrate, as agreea- 
bly as forcibly, the heart -of the young Monarch, fcem 
caicolated to .procure the happinefs of millions, by ac- 
quainting the Prince with what was expe^ed of him. 

The fame year in which thefedifcourfec were pronounc-* 
ed, Afai&lion was admined into the JPrench . academy. 
JMb^lbn had juft^ been made a biibop'; but no place at 
Court, no bufinefs, tio pretence of any kind, could de- 
tain him at a difiance from hh flock. He departed for 
Clermont, Vhence be never returned, but on account of 
indirpenfabie occafions, and confequently very rarely. Her 
gave all his attention to the happy people whom providence 
had confided to his care. He benevolently dedicated to the 
inftru£lion of the poor, thofe lame talents, fo much efieem- 
ed by the great of this world, and preferred to the loud ap- 
pbiifes of the courlier, the fimple and eameft attention 
of an auditory, lefs brilliant, but more teachable. Per- 
haps the moll eloquent of his fermons are the conferen- 
ces he held with his corates. H^ preached to them the vir- 
tues of which he fet an example, difintere^ednefs, fimpli* 
city, forgetfulnefs of himfelf, the a3ive and prudent ear- 
neftriefs of an enlightened convi£iion, vecy diSei%nt from 
that fanaticifm which proves nothing but the blindnefs of 
zeal, and which- makes the fincerity of it very doubtful. 
A wife moderation was indeed hijf predominant chara3er. 

Deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the true duties of his 
ftation» Maflillon fulfilled the principal fan£lion of a bifhop, 
^at which attracts love and refpeft from incredulity itfelf, 
the delightful exejcife of humanity and benevplence. He 

fent, 
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90tr its Uie %M$^ ^ two y«9i»s, fwenly di0u£uid ImfA to 
iur Holel Dkli 9(L:Off(mmik, Mk Wihok; revenue, was 9l 
the icrace.of tfce jpopr.^ Hj«:dific«feielai9 tbc leioem 
b£»Beepf his henefiu, fion^ a^r ability? y^ar^. and his memo* 
sf is ftiU hcmaured b)r t^e itioft>e)o^M^iit ^f all fuoeral ora* 
tiofis^ ihe^ifaear& ^ an bwd«d;tI|oafaff|d peapk^ wJM»m hia 

> THtsfiMiefialoralio&h^et^oyediiihisliffe tioie*^ When* 
ever bftappeaffd in ib« ftreeis ^ Ck$m<^^ /(h? pi^ipl« prof* 
t3niiedtiiei»rej^<8 Weii^hu^t.caUiog him fattbef, aad ia* 
vdB.iii|r Uf (Sfeigft oa his bead. Amoag i)ie inunepfealpni 
wbicb be beRais^,. tbe^ were fone a£ls of charity which 
be caceiitiJly c^atcipaledv not qaLx to ^mse the deUcacy a{ 
i»obap)pl)r ifidiv,idii4U> who. xeq^ved Uif^m, hut to-i^KeMe; 
wbok comfiniQijtieft beat foelingp of iaq^uietudey a&d tbo. 
i«ar& wbkb &c^aliaftiii%bt ioTpif^ tb«m 

Kol <>a]7 waK be liberal of ^is^fortuQe (q tb«^ indig^nU 
but be enipfo)?ed for tbem befidesp, with as mucb^j&eal'aa 
fuccefs^ both hia iai^reft and his pen^ BeiDg a witnefs, 
ia his dioeeiiap vifimifua&i of tb^ niiiery uoder which the 
ixdiab»taoH of the eQuotcy. groaned^ aad his^ i^venoe not 
being fufiiei^t^to gii/ve. bread iQr fucb a iQu4tit«ydeof ia>n 
digem creatunesj ttoi implpred it of bini^ he w^oteco the 
Court io their imouf'^ ikod^ by tbe eaerfeti« ^ead a8e£l;V 
ing pi^duie which be drew .^i , ^heir n^geffitles^, be ob- 
tained eidier. a£lual contffihutions for them, or a coalidera* 
bk abatemenik of thirir tan^.; £ am aSured thstt hts lettei;! 
on this fubje£l are mailer-pieces of eloquence and pathos, 
iiiperior even- to the^ nrioft aSefling of his fertDOlis ; and 
what eUndticNM, indded^ muft not the fpie&aicte of humatt 
nature, faibfiiig and opprefled, have excited ki the viiAiii^ 
Ml and eovipiffioioate foal of Mal&llon t 

He 



He died as Fenelon died, and as every bifliop ought, 
without wealth, and witUotintebt. It was on the s8th 
September 1742, that the church and eloquence, and ha* 
tdanity fuffered the irreparable lofs. 

A circmnflance which happened tiot long-ago, caAcuhted 
%9 affe£); ^very -bean q£ leafibilityy pfovev bow desr the 
memory of Maffillon is, not only to the poor whofe t«irs 
he wiped away, but to all who knew him. Some years ago, 
a traveller paffing through Ckrmdnt wiOied to fee the 
coimtij-liaufein wJbkh the prelate aft^tafpnd tk^gieateft 
fUt of the yeac, and beapplM lo^ an old ?kar, who, fince 
the. death of the bifliop, had never ventured ^o. return to 
that country 4ioufe, where he who inhabited was no longer 
la be found. He confented^ however, to gratify the tlefire 
of ^he trayeller, notwkhihnding the profound grief heev- 
pe3ed to fuffer, in revifiting a place fo dear to his remem- 
brance. They iiccordingl/fet out together, and the* vicar 
pointed out every particuiiar pl^ce to the ftranger. ** There," 
Said he, with tears iahis eyes, 'VU the alley in which the 
«* prelate ufed to walk with us — there is the arbor in which 
** he ufed to fit and read — this is the garden he took plea« 
••lure in eultivating with bis own hands/* Then they en«. 
tered the houfe, and when they came to the voom wheve 
Maflillon died, " this," faid the vicar, is the place where 
**^we loft -him r" And as he pronounced thefe words, he 
iunted. The aOies. of TUua, or of Marcus Aureliu^, 
might have envied fuch a tribute, of regard* and afFe6lion« 
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ON SALVATION. 



John vii. 6. 
My time is not yet tome ; but your time is always ready ^ 

X HE reproach which is direfted by Jefus Chrift* ?igainft 
his relations according to the fleJh, who prefled him to ftiew 
bimrelf to the world and to go up to Jerufalem, in order to 
acquire thofe honours which were due to his great talents, 
may, with propriety, te directed againft the greateft part of 
this audience. ' The time which they give to their fortune* 
to their advancement, to their pleafures, is always ready ; 
it is always time to labour towards the acquirem^ent of wealth 
and glory, and to fatisfy their paflions : That is the time of 
man : But the time of Jefus Cbrift, that is to fay, the time 
of working out their falvation, is never ready ; they delay, 
they put it off; they always expeft its arrival, and it nev«c 
arrives. 

The flighteft Worldly interefls agitate them, and make 
them undertake every thing : For what is the world' itfelF, 
whole deceitful ways they tollow, but an eternal agitation,^ 
where the paflions f«t eVery thing in motion ; where tran- 
quility is the only pleafure unknown ; where cares are ho- 
Yoh. I. G nourable : 
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nouiible ; where thofe who are at reft,^ think themfelve» 
unhappy; where all is toil and afflifiion oi fpirit; in a 
word, where all are in motion, and all are deceived ? Sure* 
ly, my brethren, when we fee men fo occupied, fo inter* 
efted, fo patient in their purfuits, we would fuppofe them 
labouring for everlafting ages, and for riches which ought 
to {ecure their happinefs : HoW can we comprehends that 
fo much toil and agitation has nothing in view but a fortune, 
whofe duration fcarcely cquxjs tha^t of the labours which 
have gained it ; and that a life fo rapid, is fpent with fo 
much fatigue, in the (earch of weailth which muft perifh 
along with it f 

Neverthelefs, a millake, which the flighteftinveftigattob 
is fufficienl to expofe, is become the error of by far the 
majority. In vain does religion call us to more neceffaiy 
and more important cares ; in vain it announces to us» that 
to labour for what muft pafs away, is only amaffing, at a 
great expenfce, heaps of fand, which tumble upon our 
beads, as fail as we raife them up ; that the higheft pitch 
of elevation to which we can attaint here below, is sdwayt 
that which verges upon our death, and is the gate of cter- 
nity; and that nothing is worthy of man, but what will en- 
dure as long as man. The cares of the pafHons are always 
weighty and important : The ffeps alone which we take for 
heaven, are weak and languid : Salvation alone, we confi* 
der as an amufement : We toil for frivolous riches, as if 
we laboured for eternal poflTeffions ; we labour for eternal, 
pofleffions, as if we toiled for frivolous riches. 

Yes, my brethren, our caros for this world are always 

2lnimated ; obftacles, fatigues, difappointments, nothing can 

repulfe us ; Our cares tor this world afe always prudent ; 

dangers, fnares, perplexities, competitions, nothing can 

maUe us miifake our aim ; whereas our cares for falvatton 

bear 
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i>au* a very idillepent chara&r $ nothing can be more hiu 
guid, or left inlereftiag to us, idthough pbftacle$ and dif- 
gttfts tiieret are lb touch to .be dreaded ; nothing can ba 
iaai« inconfiderate ; aithough the mukiplicitjr of ways, and 
the nunriier of rocks for us to fplit upon, render sniftakea 
in it io familiar and common. • • 

We mu& labour, therefore, towards its acgompliihment, 
^Uh fervour and prudence ; with fervour, in order not tp 
4>e repulfed ; with prudence, io order not to be miftaken. 

Part. I. — Undoubtedly nothing in this life ought to iiu 
teteft us more than the care of our eternal lalvation ; be- 
£des, that this is the grand a&ir upon which our ajul de- 
,pends, we even have not, properly fpeaking, any other 
upon the earth ; and the infinite and diverfe occupations at- 
tached to our places, to our rank, to our fttuations in life, 
ought to be only different modes of labouring towards our 
lalvation. 

Neverthelefs, this care fo glorious, to which every thing 
we do, and whatever we are, relate, is of all others the 
moft defpifed ; this chief care, which fliould be at the 
head of our other purfuits, gives place to them all in the 
detail of our adions ; this care fo amiable, and to which 
the promifes of faith^ and the confolations of grace, at« 
tach fo many comforts, is of all others become for us, the 
mofl difgufting, and the moft melancholy. And, be- 
hold, my brethren, from whence fprings this want of fer- 
vour in the bufinefs of our eternal falv^ation ; we purfue 
it without efteem, without preference, and without incli- 
nation. Let us inveftigate and illuftrate thefe ideas. 

It is a very deplorable error, that m3nkind has attached 
the moft pompous names to all the enterprifes of the paf- 

fions ; 
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fions ; and chat the cares for our falvation have not» in the 
opinions jof men, been capable of meriting .the fame,bon* 
our, and the fame efteem. Miliury toils are regarded by 
us as the path ot reputation and glory; the intrigues and 
the commotions ,wbich contribute to our. advancement in 
tfic world, are looked upon as the fecrets oi ^a profotund wif. 
dom ; fchemes and negociations which arm mankind againft 
each other, and which frequently make the ambition of an 
individual the fource of public calamities, pafs for extent 
of genius, and fuperiority of talents ; the art oi raifing from 
an obfcure patrimony, a monftrous and overgrown fortune, 
at the expence often of juftice and probity^ is the fcienot 
of bufinefs, and individualgood management. In a word, 
the world has found out t^e fecret of fetting off by ho- 
nourable titles, all the different cares which are conne£led 
ivith the things of this earth. The aflions of faith alone, 
which fliall endure eternally ; which Ihall form the hiflory 
of the age to come, and ihall be engraven during all eternity 
upon the immortal columns of the heavenly Jerufakm, ,are 
accounted idle and obfcure occupations? the lot of weak 
and limited fouls, and have nothing which exalt them in 
the eyes of men. Such, my brethren, is the firft caufe of 
our indifference towards the bufinefs of our lalvation : We 
do not fufficiently efteem that holy undertaking, to labour 
at it with fervour. ^ 

Now, I do not think it neceffary to ftop here, and com- 
bat an illufion, which fo flagrantly violates right reafon. 
For what is it that can render a work glorious to the perfon 
who undertakes it ? Is it the duration and the immortality 
which it promifes in the memory ot men ? Alas ! all the 
monuments ot pride will perifli with the world which has 
reared them up ; whatever we do for the earth, will expe- 
rience the fame defiiny which it will one day undergo : 
Viftories and conqucfts, the moft fplendid enterprifes, 

and 
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%tkA ail the hifloiy of the finners whofc names adorn the 
•prefent age, will be eiFaced from the remenibrance ot men ; 
the works of the juft alone, .Will be immortal, and, writ* 
ten forever in the book of life, will furvive the entire ruin 
of the univerfe. Is it the recompenfe which is held out to 
us for It ? But whoever is unable to render us happy, is 
confequently unable to recompenfe us ; and there is no 
^other who has that power but God himfelf. Is it the dig- 
nity oi the occupations to which they engage you ? But 
the mod honourabl/* rarp.« ^f the wrorfrf are merely games, 
on which our error and abfurdity have bellowed lerious 
and pompous names : Here, on the contrary, every tjiing 
is great ; we love the Author of our exiftence alone ; we 
adore the Sovereign of the univerfe ; we ferve an Almigh- 
ty Mafter ; we covet only eternal riches ; we form projefts 
for heiven alone ; we' labour for an immortal crown. 

What is there upon earth, then, more glorious, or more 
worthy of man, than the cares ot eternity ? ProfperiticiS 
are honourable anxieties ; fplendid employments an illufiri- 
otts fervitude ; reputation is frequently a public error: ti- 
tles and dignities are rarely the fruit of virtue, and, at the 
moil, ferve only to adorn our tombs, and cmbellifli our 
aflies ; great talents, if faith does not regulate their ufe, 
are only great temptations ; deep knowledge, a wind which 
inflates and corrupts, it faith does not correS its venom ; 
all thefe are only grand, by the ufe which may be made of 
•them towards falvation : Virtue alone is eftimable for it- 
felf. 

Neverthel^fs, if pur competitors are more fuccefsful, and 
more elevated than we in the world, we view their fitua- 
tion with, envious eyes ; and their aggrandifement, in 
humbling our pri«le, reanimates. the fervour of our defigns, 

and 



•lid gites new lifo tb our expeditions ; but, it' hi^pens 
fometimest that the accdBipIiciss of our ple^Iures, changei 
fuddenly into new men^ Aobly break all the ihameful boadf 
of the paffions, and borne upon the wings of grace, enter 
in our fight, into the path of falvation, whilft they leave 
us behind them, to wander ftill unfortunately, at the plea- 
sure of our illicit -defires. We view with a tranquil eye the 
prodigy of their change; and their lot far from exciting 
our envy^ and awaking in us any weak defires of falvation, 
only induces us* perhaps, to think on replacing the void 
which their retreat has made in the wor^d ; of elevating 
ourfelves to thofe dangerous offices from which they have 
juft defcended through motives of religion and faith : 
What Ihall I fay ? We become, perhaps, the cenfurers of 
their virtues : We feek elfewhere than in the infinite trea- 
fures of grace, the fecret motives of their change ; to the 
work of God we give views entirely worldly; and our 
deplorable cenfures become the moll dangerous trials of 
their repentance; It is thus, O my God ! &at Thou 
fhedeft avenging darknefs dver iniquitous paffions f 
Whence comes this ? We want efteem for the holy un. 
dertaking of falvation : This is the firft caufe of otir indit- 
ftrence. • 

Inthejieond ^hce^ We labour in it with; indolence, be* 
eaufe we do not make a principal obje6l of its attainment, 
and becaufe we never give a preference to it over our other 
purfuits. In efie£l, my brethren, we all wifli to be fav« 
ed ; the moft deplorable finners do not renounce this hope ; 
we even wifli, that amongft our anions, there may always 
be found fome which relate to our falvatioii ; for none de- 
ceive diemfelves fo far as to believe, tfaat^ they fliall be en- 
titled to the gloiy of the holy, without having ever made 
a fingle exertion towards rendering tfaemfcl ves worthy of it ; 

but 
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kuttbe ppi&t in which we commonly decmc our&lvea it, 
the raok which we give to thefe works, amidft the other 
occupations which divide our life* 

.The trifles* the attentions which we iavifli fo profufeljr 
ID our intercQiirfe with focietjr, the f an£lions of a charge, 
domeftic arrangements, paffions and pleadxres, their times 
and their moments marked in our days. Where do w« 
place the work of falvation? What rank do we give to 
this fpecial care, above our other cares ? Do we even make 
a bufinefs o( it ? And, to enter into the particulars of 
your cOodu<5. 'Wh^t do you perform for eternity which 
you do not for the world an hundred fold ? You fometimes 
enlploy a fmall portion c^ your wealth in religious chari« 
ties ; but what are thefe when compared to the fums which 
you facrifice every day to your pleafures, to your paffions^ 
aad to your caprices ? In the morning you, perhaps, raife 
up yotfr mind to the Xiord in prayer ; but does not the 
world, in a moment, refume its place in your heart, and 
is not the remainder of the day devoted to it ? You regu- 
larly auend, perhaps, in order to fulfil the external duties 
ot religion; but, without entering into the motives which 
irjbquently carry you there, this individual exercife of re- 
figion. Is it not compenfated by devoting the remainder of 
die- day to indolent and worldly purfuits ? You fometimes 
correft your inclinations ; you perhaps bear with an injury ; 
you undertake the difcharge of fome pious obligation ; but 
thefe are individual and infulated exertions, out of the 
common traft, and which are never followed by anyregu-* 
laiv confequenees ; you will be unable to produce before 
the Lord, a finglc inftance of thefe in your favour, with^ 
oat the enemy having it at the fame tin^e in his poyrer to 
recleoh a thoufand againfl you ; falvation occupies your 
intervals alone; the w^rld has, aj^I majrfay, thetounda- 

tim 
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tion and the principal: The moments are f6r'Godi:tof 
entire life is for oiM"felve«» < . 

I know, my brethren, that with regard to this, you feel 
fcnfibly the injiiftice and the dangctf oi youV own conduEl. 
You confeFs, that the agitations' of the world, of biifinefs^ 
9tnd of pleafures, almoft entirely occupy you, and that a 
very little time, indeed, remains for you to refleft'tipofl 
falvation : But^ in order to tranquilizc yourfelves, ydu fay, 
that fome, future day, when you fhall be, more at eafe; 
when affairs of a certain nature fliall b^ terminated ; when 
particular embarraflments ihall be at an end; and, in' a 
word, when certain circumftances fhall no loiiger exift, 
you will then think ferioufly upon your falvation, and the 
bufinels of eternity fliall then become your principal >occu» 
pation : But, alas ! your deception is this, that you regard » 
falvation as incompatible with the occupations attached ta 
the flation in which Providence has placed you. For, can- 
not ^ you employ that flation as the me^ns of your fah£lifi-»' 
cation? Can you not exercife in it all the Chriflian vir- 
tues ? Penitence, fhould thefe occupations be painful and 
diflreflin^ j clemency, pity, juflice, if they eflablifh you, 
in authority over your fellow creatures ? Submiflion to 
the will of heaven, if the fuccefs does not correfpond 
fometimes with your expeftations ? A generous forgivenefa 
of injuries, if you fuffer opprefTion or calumny in that fia^ 
tion ; Confidence in God alone, if in it you experi^ence 
the injuflice or the inconflancy of your maflers ? Po not 
many individuals of your tank and flation, in the fame 
predicament as you find yourfelves, le^d a pure s^nd Chrif- 
tian life ? You know well, that God is to be found every- 
where ; for, in thofe happy moments when you have fome-^ 
times been touched with grace, is it not true, that every- 
thing recalled you to God ? That even the dangers of your 

flation 
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Ilation became the vehicles of inftru£l:ion> and means of 
cure for you ; that the world difgufted you, even with the 
world;, that you found continually and everywhere, the 
fecret of offering up a jhoufarid invifible facrifices to the 
Almighty, and of making your moft hurried and tumultu- 
ous occupations the fources of holy refleftions, or ot 
praifeworthy and falutary examples ? Why do you not cul- 
tivate thefe impreflions of grace and falvation ? It is not 
your fituation in life, it is your infidelity and weaknefs, 
which have extinguifhed them in your heart, ^ ^; 

Jofeph was charged with the management of a great 
kingdom ; he alone fupported the whole weight of the 
government ; neverthelefs,- did he forget the Lord, who 
had broken afunder his chains, and jufiiiied his innocence ? 
Or^ in order to ferve the God of his fathers ; did he delay 
till a fueceflbr (hould come and reftore that tranquility to 
him which his new dignities had neceflarily deprived him 
oi ? On the contrary, he knew how to render ferviceable 
towards the con£obtion af his brethren, ♦and the happineft 
of the people of God, a profperity which he acknowledg- 
ed to be held only from his Almighty band. That officer 
of the Queen of Ethiopia, who is mentioned in the A£l« 
of the Apollles, had the fole government of her immenfe 
riches ; every particular with regard to tributes and fubfidies, 
and the adminifiration of all the public revenues, were en- 
trufted to his fidelity ; now, this abyfs of cares and em- 
barraffments did not deprive him of leifure to feek, in the 
prophecies of Ifaiah, the falvation he expefled, and the 
words of eternal life. Place yourfelves in the moft agitat- 
ed ftations, you will find examples of upright fouls, who 
in them have wrought their fanftification : The Court 
may become the afylum of virtue, as well as the cloifter.; 
Vol- I. D places 
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places and employments may be the aids, as well as the 
rocks of piety ; and when, in order to return to God, we 
delay till a change of ftation (hall take place, it is a furfe 
mark that we do not as yet wifh to change our heart. Be- 
fides, when we fay that (alvation ought to be your fole em^ 
ployment, we do not pretend that you fliould renounce all 
other purfuits ; for you would then depart from the order 
of God ; we only wilh you to conneft them with your 
falvation ; that piety may fanftify your occupations ; that 
faith may regulate them ; that religion may animate them ; 
that the fear of the Lord may moderate tkem. i lam word, 
that falvation may be as the centrb to which they all tend. 
For, to wait till you (hall be in a more tranquil Ctuation, 
and freer from worldly perplexities, is not only an illulioit 
which Satan employs to delay your repentance, but it is 
alfo an outrage upon the religion of Jefus Chrift ; yoil 
thereby juftify the reproaches formerly made againft it, by 
the enemies of the ChridianS ; it Would feem that yott 
look upon it as incompatible with the duties of PHnce» 
courtier, public! charafier, and father of a family; like 
them, you feem to believe, that the gofpel propofes only 
imaxims unfortunate and inimical to fociety; and that, 
were it believed, and ftriftly obferved, it would be necef- 
lary to quit all ; to exclude ourfelves from the world ; tx^ 
renounce all public concerns ; to break all the ties of duty, 
of humanity, of authority, which unite us to the reft of 
mankind ; and to live as if we were alone upon the earth ; 
in place of which, it is the gofpel alone which makes us 
fulfil all thefe duties as they ought to be fulfilled ; it is the 
religion of Jefus Chrift which can alone form pious prin- 
ces, incorruptible magiftrates, mild and gentle mafters, 
and faithful fubje£ls, and maintain, in a juft harmony, that 
variety of ftation^ and conditions, upon which depend the 

peace 
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pe^ce and tranquility of. the people, and the. fafety oi em-< 
pires. 

But, in o^^der )to imp^efs n?are fenfibly.upon you the iU 
Ijifion of this pretext^ when you fhall be free from emhar- 
Taflmenty and difengaged from thefe external csures which 
a^t prefent detach our thoughts from falvation, will your 
lieart be free from paffions ? Will thofe iniquitous ai;id in- 
vifible bonds which now ftop. you, be broken afunder ? 
Will you be reftbred to yoyrfeJves ? Will you be, more 
tumble, more patient, more moderate, more virtuous, 
i^iore mortified ? Alas 1 It is not external agitations which 
cheeky you,, it is the diforder within ; it i$ the tumultuous a^* 
douf of thepaflions ; it is not from the cares of fortune, and 
fjp^ embarraffments of events ^and bufinefs, fays a holy fa- 
ther, th^t ponfufion and trouble proceed ; it is from the 
ia^regular defires of the foul ; a heart in which God reigns 
U traufiuil everywhere. Your cares for the world are on* 
ly incompatible with felvat^on, becaufe the affeftions which 
^tach you to it are criminaL It is npt your (lations, but 
your inclinations which become rocks of deftruftion to 
you ; now, from thefe inclinations you will never be able 
to free yourfelvea with the fame facility as from your cares 
luid eipbarraffments ; they will afterwards be even more 
lively, more unconquerable than ever : Befides this fund 
oi weaknefs which they draw from your corruption," 
they will have that force and ftrength acquired by habit 
through tinje and years. You. think, that in attaining reft 
every thing will be accomplifhed ; and you will feel, that 
yo^ pafliom, more lively in proportion as they no longer 
find external refources to employ them, will turn all their 
violence againft yourfelves ; and yo.u will then be furprif- 
ed to find in your own hearts,, the fame obflacles which at 

pre feat 
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prefeniyou believe to be only in what furrounds you. 
This leprofy, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner, is 
not attached to your clothes, to your places, to the walls 
of your palaces, To that, by quitting them you inay rid, 
yourfelves of it ; it has gained r.oot in your flefh ; it is not 
by renouncing your cares, therefore, that you muft labour 
towards curing yourfelves ; it is by purifying yourfelves 
that you muft fanSify your cares : Every thing is pure Uy 
thofe who are pure ; otherwife your wound will follow 
you, even into the leifure of your folitude ; like that 
King oi J udea mentioned in the Book of Kings, -who in 
vain abdicated bis throne, delivered up all the infignia as 
well as the cares of royalty, into the hands oi his fon,* 
and withdrew himfelt into the h^art of. his palace ; be car- 
ried with him the leprofy with which the Lord had ftrutrfc 
him, and beheld that fhamcful dileafe purfue him even in- 
to his retreat. External cares find neither their innocency 
nor their malignity, but in our own hearts ; and it is our- 
felves alone who render the occupations of the world 
dangerous, as it is ourfelves alone who render thofe ot 
heaven infipid and difgufting. 

And, behold, my'brethren, the laft reafon why we fliew 
fo little fervour and animation in the affair of our eternal 
falvation ; it is becaufe we fulfil the duties neceffary to ac- 
complifli it, without pleafure, and, as it were, again ft 
our will. The flighteft obligations of piety appear hard 
to us ; whatever we do for heaven tires us, ej^haufts us, 
difpleafes us : Prayer confines our minds too mluch ; 
retirement wearies us ; holy reading, from the firft, 
fatigues the attention ; the intercburfe of the upright it 
languid, and has nothing fprightly or amufing in it ; in a 
word, we find fomething, I know not what, of melan- 

1 choly 
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c\io]y in virtue, which occafions us to hilfil its obligations 
only as hateful debts, which we always difcharge with a 
bad grace, and never till we fee ourfelves forced to it. • 

Bat, in the Jtrjl place, my brethren, (you are Unjuft in 
attributihg to virtut what fprings from your own corrup- 
tion ; it is not piety which is difagreeable, it is your heart 
which h difordered ; it is not the cup o! the Lord which 
is to be accufed of bittemefs, fays a holy father, it is your 
own lafte whi/rh is vitiated, Kvery thing is hitter to a deceaf- 
ed palate : CorreSyourdifpofitions, and the yoke will ap- 
pear light to you ; reftore to your heart that tifte of which 
fin has deprived it, and you will experience how pleafing the 
Lord is t Hate the world, and you will comprehend how much 
Tnrtiie is amiable : In a word, JefusChrift once become the 
objea of your love, you will then feel the truth of every 
thing I fay. 

Do the upright experience thbfe difgufts for pious work* 
which you feel ? Interrogate them : Demand ii lYxj con- 
fider your condition bs the happieft: They will anfwer, 
that in their opinion you appear worthy of compaffion, 
that they are feelingly touched for your errors ; to fee you 
fufFering every thing tor a world which either defpifes you, 
wearies you, or cannot render you happy ; to fee you fre- 
quently running after pleafures more infipid to you, than 
even virtue from which you fly : They will tell you, tlfet 
they would not change their pretended melancholy for all 
the felicities of the earth. Prayer consoles them ; retire- 
ment fupports them ; holy reading animates them; works! 
of piety fhed a holy unftion through their foul ; and their 
bappiefi days, are thofe which they pafs with the Lord. 
It is the heart which decides our pleafures. While you 

continue 
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continue to love the world^ you will find virtue infupport^ 
sjble. 

In the ftcond place, If you wifli to know why the yoke 
of Jefus Chrift is fo hard, and fo burdenfome to you ; it 
is becaufe you carry it too feldpin : You giye only a iew 
rapid moments to the care of your falvation : Certain ii^yx 
which you confecrate to piety : Certain religious works o^ 
which you fometimes acquit yourfeWes; and in accam.«-. 
plifliing their imniediate difcharge, you experience only the 
dilgufts attending the firft efTortsj \ you do. liot. leave to 
grace^ the time neceflpry to lighten the weight; and you 
anticipate the comforts and the confolations, which it ne-; 
Tcr fails to Ihed upon the fequel. Thofe myfterious ani-r 
mals which the Philiftines made choice of to. carry the ax;k 
of the Lord beyond their frontiers^ emblematic of unbe*^ 
lieving fouls little accuilomed to bear the yoke of Jefus 
Chrift, bellowed, fays the fcripture, and feemed to groan 
under the grandeur of that faq*ed we^ht: In place of 
which, the children of Levi, a natural image of the upright^ 
accuftomed to that holy miniftry^ made the air refound 
with fongs of mirth and thankfgivings, while carrying it 
with majcfty, even over the burning fands of the defert. 
The law is not a burden to the upright foul accuftomed to 
obferve it ; It is the worldly foul alone, little familiarized 
to the holy rules, who groans under a weight fo pleafing* 
When Jefus Chrift declares that his yoke is light and eafy, 
he commands us, at the fame time, to bear it every day ; 
the un£Uon is attached to the habit and ufage of it : The 
arms of Saul were heavy to David, only becaufe he was 
not accuftomed to them* We muft familiarize ourfelve^ 
with virtue, in order to be acquainted with its holy attrac«> 
lions ; the pleafures of finners are only fuperficially agree- 
able: 
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able : The firft moments alone are pleafant ; d^fcend deep* 
er, and you no longer find but gall and bitterners ; and the 
deeper you go, the more will you find the void, the wea- 
irinefs, and the fatiety which are infejparable from fin : Vir- 
tue, on the contrary, is a hidden manna ; in order to taftt 
all its fwieetnefs, it is neceffary to dig for it ; but the more 
you advance, the more do its confolations abound ; in pro- 
portion as the paifiohs are calmed, the path becomes eafy ; 
and the more will you apjplaud yourfelves for having broken 
Sunder chains which weighed you down, and which yoii 
ho longer hore btit with relufiance and a fccret forrow. 

Thus, while you confine yourfelves to fimple eflays in 
virtue, you will tafte only the repugnances and the bitter- 
iiefs of it ; and, as you will not poflefs the fidelity ol the 
opright, you can have no right, cohfcquently, to expeft 
Iheii* confolations. 

In a word, Ydu perform the duties of piety Without in- 
ciination, not only becaufe you do theni too teldom, but 
Ibecaufc yoii only, as I may fay, half perform them. You 
pray, but it is Without recolleSion ; ^oii abftain, perhaps, 
from injuring your enemy ; but it is without loving him as 
your brother ; you approach the holy myfteries ; but with- 
out bringing there that fervour which alone can enable you 
to find in them thofe inefiFable comforts which they com- 
kiunicate to the religious foul ; You fometimes feparate 
yourfelves trom the world; but you carry not with you 
into retirement the filencc of the fenfes and of the paf- 
Cons, without which it is only a melancholy fatigue. In 
a word, You only halt carry the yoke. Now, Jefus Chrift 
is hot divided : That Simon of Cyrene, who bore the on- 
ly part of the crofs, was bvercoihe by it, and the foldiers 

were 
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were under the neceflity of ufing violence to force him to 
continue this melancholy office to the Saviour of the world, 
The fulnefs alone of the law is confolatory ; in proportion 
as you retrench from it, it becomes heavy and irkfome ; 
the more you wifli to foften it, the more it weiglis you 
down ; on the contrary, by fometimes adding extraneous 
rigours, you feel the load diminifhed, as if you had appli- 
ed additional foftnefs : Whence comes this ? It is; that 
the imperfeft obfervance of the law takes its fource from 
a heart which the paffions ftlll (hare ; now, according to 
the word of Jefus Chrift, a heart divided, and which nou- 
riflies two loves, muft be a kingdom and a theatre full of 
trouble and defolation. 

Would you wifh a natural image of it, drawn from the 
holy fcriptures ? Rebecca, on the point of her delivery of 
Jacob and Efau, fuffered the moft cruel anguifh : The two 
children ftruggled within her ; and, as if worn out by her 
tortures, fhe entreated of the Lord, either death or deliv- 
erance : Be not furprifed, faid a voice from heaven to 
her, if your fufferings are extreme, and that it cofls you 
fo much to become a mother ; the reafon is, you carry two 
nations in your womb. Such is your hiftory, my dear 
hearers ; you are furpriifed that it cofts you fo much to ac- 
complifli a pious work; to bring forth Jefus Chrift; the 
new man in your heart : Alas ! The reafon Is, that you 
Hill preferve there two loves, which are irreconcileable, 
Jacob and Efau, the love of the world, and the love of 
Jefus Chrift : It is becaufc you carry within you two na- 
tions, as 1 may fay, who make continual war againft each 
Other. If the love of Jefus Chrift alone poffefled your 
heart, all there would be calm and peaceable ; but you ftill 
nourifh iniquitous, paffions in it : You ftill love the world, 

the 
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ibe ple^xires and diflin&ions of fortune : You Canned en^ 
dure thofe who eclipfe you : Your heart is fuU of jealou- 
fies, of animofities, of frivolous defires> of criminal at- 
4achinenti ; and froia thence it comes> that your facrifices, 
iifcetbofe of Cain, being, always imperfeQ, like his, are 
always gloomy Hi|d difagreeabte% 

Serve then the Lord with all your heart, and you will 

Jfcrve him witlx jay": Give y©-urfelf up to him without re- 

ferve, without cetaiiring the fmalleft r^ht.over your pat. 

(ions.: OWeFV,e the righlcoufnefles, of the law, in all their 

fuUifiefs, aod they will flied holy pleafures thro)igh your 

htm, : For, thus fays the prophet, *' The ftatutes of the 

f * Loi'd arc ri^t, rqmcing the heart.'* Think not that the 

teairs. of penitence are always bitter and gloomy : Tht 

inouming is only external ; when fiocere, they have a 

thoufand fecrct Tecdmpences : The upright foul refemble* 

the iacred bufli ; iiothing ftrikes your view \\nt pricklAS 

and thorns ; but you fee not the glory of the Lord, which 

<lwdUs within it : You fee pnly felling?* and bodily fuffer- 

kigs; but you perx:eivcf n<?t» the holy \in3ion, which 

foothes and foJtens the-ra : You fee filenc;e, retirement. 

Bight' from the worjd and its pleafures, but you behold not 

the invifible coraFarter, whp replaces, w^th fo jpauch ufury, 

the fociety of men,, now become infupportable, fmce they 

have begun to taile that of God : You fee a life apparently 

gloomy and tirefome ; but yqu are incapable of feeing the 

peace and the. joy of that innocence which reigns withiw. 

Jt is thece, that the Father of mercies, and the God of all 

fconfblatign, fo liberally fteds his favours, and that the fo^il, 

unable fon^etimes to fupport their fuUnefs and excefs, is 

pbliged to entreat the I^xd to fulpend the torrent of hi^ 

' kiadnefs. 

Vol, L E 



34 SCUM OK u^ 

kindnefs, and to meafure the abundance oF his gifts^ by the 
weaknefs of his creature. 

Come yourfelf, my dear hearer, and make an happy ex* 
perience of it ; come, and put the fidelity of your God to 
the trial ; it is here he wifhes to be tried ; come and prove 
whether or not we render falfe teflimonies to his mercies ; 
if we.attra£l the (inner by falfe hopes, and if his gifts are 
not. ftill more abundant than our promifes. You have long 
tried the world ; you have found it deifitute of fidelity :. it 
flattered you with hopes of accomplifhing every thing ; 
pleafures, honours, imaginary happinefs ; it has deceived 
y^ou ; you are unhappy in it ; you have never been able to 
attain a fituation anfwerable to your wiflies or expeftatioris ; 
come and fee if your God will be more faithful to you ; if 
only bitternefs and difgufis ar^ to be found in his fervice ;,, 
if he promifes more than he bellows ;> if he is ^n ungratefuU 
changeable, or wbimfical mafler ; if his yoke is a cruet fer« 
vitude, or a fweet liberty : If the duties which he exafls 
from us, are jthe puniflhment of his flaves, or the confola- 
tion of his children ; and if he deceives thole who ferve 
him. My God I How little wouldft thou be worthy of our 
hearts, wert thou not more amiable, more faithful, and 
JBiore worthy of being ferved, than this miferablc world ! 

But, in order to ferve him as he wiflies to be ferved, we 
muft efteem the glory and the happinefs of his fervice ; 
we muft prefer this happinefs to all others, and labour in it 
with fincerity, without referve, and with a ripe and watch* 
ful circumfpeftion ; for if it is a common fault to want 
fervour in the bufinefs of our eternal falvation, and to be- 
come difgufted with it ; it is likewife a much more general 
one to fail of prudence, and to miftake our path towards it. 

Part 
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Part II.— *An enterprife where the dangers arc daily,: 
aod mifiakes common; where amongft' fo manv differ- 
ent routs which appear fafe, there is, however, only one 
true and unerring^ and the fuccefs of which muft, never- 
thelefs, (iecide our eternal deftiny : An enterprife of this 
nature furely requires uncpmmon exertions; and never 
had we occafion, in the condu£l of any other, for to much 
circumfpedion and prudence. Now that fuch is the en- 
terprife of Salvation, it would be needlefs to wafte time 
in .proving here, and equally fo for you to doubt ; the on« 
ly objeft of importance, then, to eftablifli, is, the rules 
and the marks of this prudence, which is to guide us in fo 
dangerous and fo elTential an affiiir. 

The firft rule is, Not to determine ourfelves by chance 
amongft that multiplicity of ways which mankind purfue ; 
carefully to examine all, independent of ufages and cuiloms 
which may authorife them ; in the af&ir of our falvation, 
to give nothing to opinion or example : The fecond is. 
When we have finally determined, to leave nothing to the 
uncertainty of events, and always to prefer fafety to dan- 
ger. 

Such are the common rules of prudence adopted by the 
children of the age, in thepurfuit of their pretenfions and 
their temporal expe8ations : Eternal falvation is the only af- 
fair in which they are neglefted. In the firft place. No perfon 
examines if his ways arc fure ; nor does he ever require 
any other pledge of his lafety, than the crowd which he 
fees marching before him. Secondly, In the doubts which 
fpring up during our proceedings, the party the moft dan- 
gerous to falvation, having always felf-love in its favour,, 
is always preferred ; Two important and common errors . 
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iii the .tffiur of eien^l falvation, wbkb. it is neeeffiury to 
combat* here. The firftrak, is; aot to detcriniae hy- 
chance, and in tfae.a&ic of etcrnky to give notbing to opi- 
nion or example* Indeed^ the upright is every where re- 
prefented to us in the holy writings, 2» a judicious and 
prudent man $ who calculates, who compares, who exa- 
mines, who difcrifcinates $ who tries whate^ver may be the. 
moft proper; who -does not Jightly believe every fancy;* 
who carries before him the torch of the la^, that his fteps^ 
may be enlightened, and that he may not be in danger of 
mifiaking his way. The (inner, on tbe contrary, is there 
held out as a fooliih man» who marches by chance, and 
who, in the moft dangerdus pafies, advances forward with 
confidence, as if he was travelling in the ftraighteft andmofr 
certain, path% 

Now» my brethren, fuch is the (ituation of dlmoil att 
men in the afi^r of falvation. In every other matter, pru- 
dent, attentive, diffident, aSive to difcover any error$ 
concealed under the common prejudices ; it is in falvation 
alone, that nothing can equal our credulity and imprudence. 
Yes, my brethren. We tell you every day, that the life of 
the world, which is to fay, that lite of amuferaent, of in- 
utility, of vanity, of fhow, of effeminacy, exempt even 
from great crimes ; that this life, I fay, is not a chriltian 
one, and confequently is a life ot reprobation and infideK-- 
ty : It is the do£lrine of that religion in which you are 
jborn ; and fince your intancy you have been nouriflied in 
thde holy truths.. Tbe world, on th^ contrary, affirms 
this to be the only life, which perfbnsof a certain rank can 
}ead ; that not to conform themfelves to it, would betray a 
barbarity of manner^, in which there would be more fin- 
guterity and meannefs, than reafon or virtue^ 

I even 
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I evcfto cdtifeiit fStai it Aiay jlili be^^>fifider^d as dibiotis^ 
whtihtrthh world or t^e haire feerfcXi ^n out fidd ; aifd tliatt 
tkis»gn^d>(irrpute iflay nO^y^t btf deickled; lievMiieltr*^ 
als a tcttlHbk aflt^niiiv^ d^^nds upon it, and tbac any mif^' 
tdce b^t< h the worft of all evils, it appears that prudence 
Requires us to cl€^ it tip at l«aft, befdfe we uke the btalt 
Sep. it is Airely tiatura) to hefltat^ bettreen two contend^ 
ing parties', particularly where odr iialTalion is the fubj^ 
of difpute : Now, I aflc you, Entering into the world, 
aiid adopting its nfiannefs, its maxims, and its ctifloms, as 
you have adc^tfd tbe«, have you begun by exaitiinihg 
whether it had reafon t>n its fide, and if we were wrong and 
fftlfe dec«iv<jts ? The world wi(he& you to afpire to the fa- 
roQFS of fortune, and to negleft neither car^s, 'exertions^ 
Ineslnnefles* nor artifices to procure them ; you foUoW thefe 
plans \ but have you examined if the gofpel does not con- 
tradi6l and forbid theth ? The world boails of luxbry, oF 
toagnifitente, of the delicacies of the table ; arid in matters* 
of ejEpence, it deenls nothing exceifiv« but what may tend 
to deratige the circumftances : Have you informed your- 
felves^ whether th< law bf God does not pr^ribe a more 
holy ttfe of the riches Which we- hold only froln him ? 
The world authorifes continual pleafures ; gaming, thea.- 
tres, and treats with ridicute Whoever dare vefttute even to 
doubt their innocerice : Have you found this decifion m- 
the fofrowful and crucifying maxihii of Jefus Chrift ? 

The world approves of certain fufpicibus and odious 
ways of ihcireafing the J>atrimbny of our fathers, and pla-' 
ces no other bounds to oin* defires than thdfe of the laws, 
which punifli violence and manifcft injuftftc : Can ybu 
affure us, that the rules of the cottfcience do not obferve 
more narrowly, and with regard to thefe matters^ do not- 

enter 



enter into difcui&ons* which the worM is totally unac- 
qusunted with ? The -world has declared, that a gentle, 
eifeminate^. and idle life, is an innocent life ; and tha^ 
virtue is not fo rigid and auftere as we wifh to make it ; 
hefoie giving credit to this merely upon its aflertion, have 
yoji confulted whether the dofilrine brought us by Jefu* 
Chrift from heaven, fubfcribed to the novejty, and tft the 
danger of thefe mstxims ? 

What, my brethren! In the affair of your eternity, with^ 
•ut exjRnination or attention, you adopt common prejudices, 
merely becaufe they are eftafcliflied ? You blindly follow 
thofe who march before you, without examining where the 
path leads to which they keep ? You even deign not to en- 
quire at yourfelves whether or not you. are deceived ? Yout 
are fatisfied in knowing that you are not the only perfon^ 
miftaken ? What !- In the bufinefs which muft decide youc 
Vernal deftiny, you do not even make ufe of your reafpn ? 
You demand no other pledge of your fafety, than. the ge*- 
neral error ? You have no doubt or fufpicion ?» You think it 
unaeceflary to inform yourfelves ? You have no miftruft ? 
All is good, and in your opinion as it. ought to be ? You who 
are fo nice, fo difficult, fo miftruitful, fo full of precaution 
"^en your worldly interefts are in queftion ; in tbis^rand 
aflFair alote, you conduS yourfelves by inftinft, by fancy, 
by foreign impreffions ? You decide upon nothing, but, 
indolently, allow yourfelves to be dragged away by the 
multitude, and the torrent of example ? You who, in every 
other matter, would blufti to think like the crowd ; you who 
pique yourfelves upon fuperiority of genius, and upon 
leaving to the common people, and to weak, minds, all vul- 
gar prejudices ; you who carry to ridiculous extreme, per- 
haps, your mode of thinking on every other point, upon 

falvatioa 



Salvation' alone, you think with the croivdy and it appeara 
Hiat reafon is denied to you, on this grand intereftalone^ 
What, my brethren ! When you are aflced^ in the fiqia 
which you take to enfure fuccefs to your worldly expie&i- 
tions, the reafons which have induced you to prefer one 
party to another, you advance fuch foHd and prudent mo- 
nyes; you juftify your choice by pfofpe^ fo certain and^ 
decifive ; you appear to have fo maturely confidered them, 
before adopting their execution } and when we demand oS 
you whence it comes^ that in the affiru* of your etemak 
falvation you prefer the abufes, the cuftoms, the maxima 
of the world, to the examples of the' faints who certainlyi 
did nibt live like you ; and to the rulesof the gofpel, whicl» 
condemn all thofe who live as you do ; you have nothing; 
to anfwer, but that yOu are not lingular, and that you muftk 
■live like the reft of the world. Great God ! to what put* 
pofe are great abilities in the condu£l of projeEls which wilL 
perilh with us ! We have reafons and arguments in fapport 
of vanity, and we are children with regard to the^truth; 
we pique ourfelves on our wi£dom in the affairs of the 
world ; and, alas ! in the bufinefs of bur eternal falvation« 
we think it no difgrace to be ignorant and fooUfh. 

• You will tell us, perhaps, that you are neither wifer, 
nor more able than all the others who live like yoai ; that 
you cannot enter into difcuffions which are beyond your 
reach ; that were we to be believed, it would he ncccflary 
to cavil at, and difpute every thing ; and that piety does 
AQt confift in refiniiig to fuch an extreme. But I aik you. 
Is fo much fubtilty required to know that the world is a d^. 
ceitful guide? That* its ma^ms aire reje£led in the fchool 
«f Jefus Chrift^ -and that its cuftoms can never fubvert the 
law of God ? Is oot this the moft Gmple aad the moft com« 

mon 
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I nde of the.goTpel, 9nd the firft tri^k ia 4^ ptw ol 
laivation ? To know our ctuty, .it rehires oxAy to walk in 
fimplicity of heart. SubtikiQ$ ^^ only E^ceflfaFy ^n order 
k> diflbnble with ourfelyes^ and to conned^, if poifliUes th0 
paffions with the holy riilas i thir^ it .is. that thte hymm 
nund has oecafion for all it9 induft)ry»- for (h« talk. i» dcflir 
cult : Such is .exd£t\j your cafe, yo^ wfao^ prete^d^ that to 
tecal cttftoms to the law is a ridiculous refioemipiit ; To 
know oQt duty, it ooly requires cf^ereoce^witb ourfelves^: 
While iSaul comiaued faithiul, he l)ad no ocicafem ji;0' coov 
fiak the farcex:ef& with regard to what he flioukl do : Tfae 
hw of God fttfficiently inftrufted him ; It. w^l oo^y .^ft^r 
his gttilt, that in order to caltn the inquietudes of a* IMTQU- 
bled confcience, and to contie^ his ciiQUU^l woakn^flea 
with the biw of God, he hethowght hinifelf o( ieeki9g» 
in the acfwers of a deceitful dracle, {om^ authority //ayoujr-; 
able to bis paffions. Love the truth, and you will foon ^-^ 
quire a knowledge of it : A dear confcience is th^ beft ol 
^1 inftrofiors* ^ 

Not that I wifih to blame thofe fincere reroarches whicfc 
an honeft and timid foul makes to enlighten apd infiru£l it« 
felf ; I wifli only to fay, that the majority of doubts with 
regard to bur duties, in tbof? heairts ^c^tivcred up like )nou 
to the world, fpringsfrom a ruling princij^e of cupidity, 
'which, on the one fide, would wiih not to interfere with 
its infamous paffiotis ; add, on the other, have the autbori^ 
ty of the law, to proteft it from the reiuorfes \vhich attend a 
manifeft tranfgreffion. For, befides, if you feek the Lord in 
fincerity, and your lights arc infufficient, there are ftill pro* 
phets in Ifrael ; confult in proper time. thofe vho prefervc. 
the form of the law, and of the holy do&rtnr | and who teaqh 
the way of God in truth : Do not prop<rf^ your doubts 

with ' 
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tviA tbofe colourbgs and foftenings which always iix the 
decifion in your favour : Do not apply in order to be de* 
ceived, but to be inftru6ked: Seek not favourable, but 
iure and enlightened guides ; do not content yourfelves 
even with the teilimony of men : Confuk the Lord fre- 
■quently, and through different channels. The voice of 
heaven is uniform, becaufe the voice of truth, of which it 
is the interpreter, is the fame. If the testimonies do not 
accord, .prefer always what places you fartheft from dan- 
ger; always miftrud' the opinion which pleafes, and which 
already had the fuffrage of your felf-love* It rarely hap- 
pens, that the decifions of our inclinations are found the 
fame with thofe of the holy rules ; neverthelefs, it is that 
which decides on all our preferences in the bufinefs of faU 
vation. — Second ftep of our imprudence in the affair of 
OUT eternal falvation,*— In effefl:, there is fcarcely a doubt 
with regard to our duties, which conceals from us the pre* 
cife obligation of the law on every ftep : We know the 
paths by which Jefus Chrift, and the faints, have paffed ; 
they are ftiJl pointed out to us every day ; we are invited 
by the fuccefs which they have had, to walk in their Aeps. 
In this manner; fay they to us, with the Apoftle, did 
4hofe men of God who have preceded us, overcome vthe 
world, and obtain the performance of. the promifes : we 
fee that by imitating them, we may hope for all, and in th^ 
way in which we walk^ that every thing is to be dreaded- 
Ought we to hefiute on this alternative ? Neverthelefs, in 
every thing- we refift our own lights ; everywhere we pre- 
fer danger to fafety ; our whole life is, indeed, one con- 
tinued danger ; in all our anions we float, not between 
the more or lefs perfeQ, . but between guilt and fimple er- 
rors; Every time we aft, the queftion is not to know 
whether we are doing the greateft good^ but if we are 
. Vol. I, F committing 
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committing only a (ligfat faulty worthy of iBduIgenoe : 
All our dirties are limited, to tide enquiry at ourfelves, if 
profei&ng fuch prisKriples ; .if to a cectaia degree, debver* 
ing ourfelves up to refentment ; if employiiig a certain^- 
gree of duplicity ; if not denying ourfelves a certain gm^ 
tification be a crime, or a vernal fault ; you always haog 
betwixt thcfe two defiinies ; and your confcience caa never 
render you the tefiimony, that on any occafion you made 
choice of the party in which there was no danger. 

V Thus, you know, that a life of pleafure, of gaming, of 
fliow, of amufement, when even nothing grofs or crimi* 
nal is mingled with it, is a party very doubtful for eterxuty ; 
no faint, at lead, has left you fuch an example : You ax^e 
fenfible, thai more guarded and more Chriftian manners 
would leave you nothing fimilar to dread ; neverthelefs yoo 
love an accommodating doubt beuet than an irkfome fafe«» 
ty ; you know that grace has moments which never return ; 
that nothing is more uncertain than the return of holy im- 
pulfes once rejefled : that falvatioa deferred almoft always 
fails ; and that to begin to-day, is prudently afluring our- 
felves of faccefs ; you know it ; yet you prefer the un- 
certain hope of a grace to. come, to the prefent falvation 
which oflfers itfelf to you. Now, my brethren, I only de- 
mand of you two refle£lions, and I ihall finiCb. In the firft 
place. When even in this ps^th which you tread, the ba- 
lance were equal, that is to fay, when it were equally fuf- 
picious, whether you are to be (aved or loft ; did the fmal« 
left portion of faith remain to you, you would be plunged 
in the moft cruel alarms ; it ought to appear horrible to 
you, that your eternal falvation was become a problem, 
upon which you knew not what to decide, and .upoa 
which, with equal appearances of truth, you might deter* 

mine 
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mine for the bappinefe or the mifeiy of yoar everiatfting 
lot, in the fame manoer as upon thofe mdifierent queftions 
which God has yielded up to the coctroverfies of men : 
You ought to undertake every thing, and to employ every 
exertion to place appearances at leaft, in your favour, and 
to find out a fituation where prejudices would be on your 
fide 'i And here, where every thing concludes againft you ; 
where the law is un^vourable ; where you have nothing 
in your Savour but fome fallacious appearances of reafon, 
upon which, you woujd not hazard the fmalleft of your 
temporal intereits ; and with manners which to this peri6d 
have faved none, and in which you only ftrengthen and 
comfort yourfelves by the example of thofe who perifh 
wkh you ; You are tranqiiil in this path : You admit of, 
and acknowledge the wifdom of thofe who have chofen a 
more certain one; you fay that they are praife-worthy ; 
that they are happy who can affume fuch a command over 
themfelves ; that it is much fafer to live as they do ; you 
fay this, and you think it needlefs to imitate, or follow 
their example ? Madman ! cries the Apoftle, What dclu* 
fion is it that blinds thee ? and whei'efore doft thou not 
obey that truth which thou knoweft ? Ah ! my brethren, 
in a choice which interefls our glory, our advancement, 
our temporal interefls^ are we capable of fuch impru- 
dence? Of all the various ways which prefent themfelves 
to ambition, do we leave thofe where every appearance 
feems favourable to our fuccefs, and make choice of fuch 
as lead to nothing ; where fortune is tardy and doubtful ; 
and which have hitherto been only productive of mif- 
fortune ? Of falvation alone, therefore, we make a kind 
of fpeculation, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner ; 
that is to fay, an undertaking without arrangement, with- 
out precaution, which we abandofi to the uncertainty of 

€vent»». 
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events and of which the fuccefs can alofte be expefied 
from chance, -ind not from our exertions. In a word^ as 
my laft refleftion, allow me to aflc, Why yoii fearch for, 
and allcdge to us fo many fppcious reafons, . as a juftification 
to yourfelves, of the manner in which you live ? Either 
you wiffi to be faved, or you are determined to be loft. 
Do you wifb to be faved ? Choofe then the moft proper 
means of attaining what you afpire to. Quit thofe doubt- 
ful paths, by which none have hitherto been conduSed to 
it ; confine yourfelves to that which Jefus Chrift has point- 
ed out to us, and which alone can fafely lead us to it ; do 
not apply yourfelves to leflen in your own fight the dangers 
of your own fituation, and to view them in the moft fa- 
vourable light, in order to dread them lefs ; rather magnify 
the danger to your mind : We cannot dread too much, 
what we cannot fliun too much : And falvation is the 
only concern where precaution can never be exceffive, 
becaufe a miftake in it is without remedy* See if thofe 
who once followed the fame deceitful paths in which you 
tread, and who employed the fame reafons that you make 
life of, for their juftification, have confined themfelves to 
them from the moment that grace had operated in their 
hearts,, ferious and fincere defires of falvation : They re- 
garded the dangers in which you live, as incompatible with 
their defign ; they fought more folid and certain paths ; 
they made the holy faiety of. retirement, fucceed to the 
inutility and the dangers of fopietyj the habit of prayer, 
to the diffipation of gaming and amufements ; the guard of 
the fenfes, to the indecency of drefs, and the danger of 
public, fpeftacles. ; . Chriftiaa mortification, to the foftnefs 
of an effeminate and fenfual life j the gofpel to the world; 
they comprehended that it would be abfurd to wifli their 
falvation through the fame means by which others are loft* 

But, 
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But, if you are detexmined to perifli ; alas f Why will you 
ilill preferve meafures with religion? Why will you al- 
ways feek to place fome fpeeious reafons on your fide ; to 
conciliate your manners with thegofpel ; and topreferve,^ as 
I may fay, appearknces ftili with Jefus Chrift ? Why are 
yotf only half finner^, and ftill leave to your groffeft paf- 
fions the ufelefs check of the law ? Caft off the remains of 
that yoke which is irkfome to you ; and which, in IcfTen- 
ing your pleafures, leffens not your puniftiment. Why 
do you accomplifli your perdition withfo much conftraint ? 
In place of thofe fcruples, which permit you only doubtful' 
gains, and deny you ftill certain low, and manifeftly wicked 
profits, but which place you in the rlnmber of thofe re-- 
probates who Ihall never poffefs the kingdom of God ; over- 
leap tbefe bounds, and- no longer place any limits to your 
guilt, but thofe of your cupidity : In place of thofe loofe 
and worldly manners, which will equally prove your ruin, 
refufe nothing to your paffions, and, like the beafts of the 
earth, yield to the gratification of every defire. Yes, fin- 
ners, perifli with all the fruits of iniquity, feeing you will 
equally reap tears and eternal puniflinlent. 

But, no, my dear hearer, we only give you thefe coun- 
fels of defpair, in order to infpire you with a juft horror 
at them ; it is a tender artifice of zeal, which only affumcs 
the appearance of exhorting ]^ou to deftruftion, that you 
may not confent yourfelves : alas ! follow rather thofe re- 
mains of light, which ftill point out the truth to you at a 
diftance ; it is not without reafon that the Lord has hitherto 
preferved within you thefe feeds of falvaltion, and has not 
permitted all, cfven to the principles, to be blotted out : It 
is a claim which he ftill prefervca to your heart : Take 

care 
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care only that you found iiot upon this» the vam hope of s 
future converfion : We are not permitted to hope, till we 
have begun to labour. Begin, then, the grand work of 
your eternal falvation, for which, alone, the Almighty has 
placed you upon the earth ; and on which you have never 
as yet beftowed even a thought. Efteem fo iihportaftt a 
care ; prefer it to all others ; find your only pleafures^ in 
applying to it ; examine the fureft and moft proper means 
to fucceed, and fix upon them, whatever they coA, from 
the moment you have found them put. 

Such is the prudence of thegofpcl, fb often recommend* 
cd by Jefus Chriil ; beyond that, all is vanity and error : 
You may poffefs a fuperior mind, capable of every exer- 
tion ; and rare and (faining talents ; if you err with regard 
to your eternal falvation, you are a child. Solomon, fo 
efteemed in the eaft for his wifdom, is a madman, whofe 
folly we can now with difficulty comprehend : All worldly 
reafon is but a mockery, a dazzling of the fenfes, if it ' 
miflakes the decifive poSht of eternity : There is nothing 
important in life hut this fingle obje£l; all the reft is a 
dream, in which any miftake is of little cpnfequence. 
Truft not yourfclves, therefore, to the multitude, which 
is the party of thofe who err : Take not as guides, men 
who can never be your fureties; leave nothing to 
chance, or to the uncertainty of events ; it is the height of 
folly where eternity is concerned ; remember that there is 
an infinity of paths, which appear right to nien, yet never- 
thelcfs conduft to death : That ahooft all who perift, do it 
in the belief that they are in the way of falvation ; and that 
all reprobates, at the laft day, when they fhall hear their 
fentence pronounced, will be furprifed, fays the gofpiet, 

at 
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at their condemnation ; becaufe they all expeQed the infae« 
ritance of the jufi. It is thus« that after having waited for 
it in this life, according to the rules of faith, you will for 
ever enjoy it in heaven. 

Now, to God, S3cn 
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SERMON 11. 

ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED. 



Luke iv. 27. 

And many Lepers zoere in Ifrael in the time of Elifeus the 
Prophet: and none of them was cUanfed^ faving 
Naaman the Syrian, 

JtiVERY day, my brethren, you continue to demand of 
us, if the road to heaven is really fo difficult, and the 
number of the faved is indeed fofmallas we fay. To a quef- 
tion, fo often propofed, and ftill ojFtener refolved, our Sa- 
viour anfwers you at prefent, that there were many widows 
in Ifrael affli&ed with famine ; but the widow of Sarepta 
was alone found worthy the fuccour of the Prophet Elias : 
That the number of lepers was great in Ifrael in the time 
of the Prophet Elifeus ; and that* Naaman was the only 
one cured by the man of God. 

Were I here, my brethren, for the purpofe of alarming, 
rather than inftrufting you, I needed only to recapitulate 
what in the hdy writings we find dreadful, with regard to 
this great truth ; and running over the hiftory of the juft, 
from age to age, to fliew you, that in all times the number 

of 
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6i llie'fli^red has bee'd Very toall. The {amity' of Noah 
^iotlt &ved ftoxn iht genararflood : Abrahaim, cho(enfrom 
limdtf^ft nien, to "be the {6k &epcfRi6ry of the coVetent 
^ith God : Joflida and'Oaleb, the only two of fix hundred 
teotl&ha HebreW^s/ Whb'ikw the lanA df piromife: Job 
thedtilyirprigbt AaftiiiAfe^aihd'of Uz : Lot, ifa SodcMtf. 
l^'f^/^feiitkionfi fb Idarxhin irouid have fudceed^d the 
Ta^irigi <(rf €he Prdjih^tt. 4n Ifaikh, you ^onW fee thfe 
'eleft'is'Wreas t\ife grapes; wKich 'are found after the vint- 
«^e, 'slnd have dfcaj^ed the ftai'ch of the gatherer ; as rare 
brfhe <>Iad^ Wfa«fH remkih By dhknte'in f He 'field, and haVfc 
Jlfca^d <he fc^hc df tfie iiiower. The Evkrigdift wottltt 
milialve added neW Wits io 'iht terfotisof tlwfe immage*'. 
I Mght liftVe fydk6h t6 you bf tw6 roads ; df Which one fe 
narrow, rugged/ and the ^()»th df a ^^y fmkll htitnber^ 
the other broad, open, and ftrewed with flowers ; and al- 
moft the general path of men. That every where, in the 
ho1}^Wfilitfgs, the hiultiti^de IS ^f Wkys fpoken of, as: form- 
•Jttg- the 'party of the-Teprobatie ; while the fa ved, coin pared 
%^ith the reft of mahkihd; f6rm drily a fmall floick, fcarctf. 
■ly- jkirc^piible to the fight. I Would have teh you in- feaft 
'with regard td ypur falvahon ; always cruel 'to thbfe 'wIh> 
•hafve ndt 'renounced feith, arid every hope of being anrotigft 
the feved. But what would it ferVe, to limit the fifties of 
this inftruftion, to the Gngle point of. proving, how few 
perfons are faved ? Alas ! I would make the danger known, 
Vithpttt inftrufting you how to avoid it i I wdiild (hew you, 
^ith thfe Prophet, the fword of the Wrath of God, ful'- 
feddcd over your heads, without affifting you to efcape the 
threatened blow : I Would alarm the confcience, without 
inftruSing the linner. - 

' My imentibn is therefore to-day, in our morals andman- 
ner of life, to fearch for the caufe of this number being i'o 
Vol. I. G ' fmall. 
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fmalL As every one flatters )|iiiifel£'he will not be escda^ 
cdy it is of impdrtaifkce to ^KSimine if hi^- confidence bf 
well founded. . I wiQi not, tn marking to you the caiMes 
^hich render falvatidn fo rare, to make you generally wn.r 
.<:lade, that few will be faved ; but to bringyou toa(kvOt 
yourfel ves, ^ if living as you live, :you can hope to be - fo. 
Who am I ? What is it I do tor; be^iven ; s^nd what can. hft 
my hopes in eternity ? I propofenpotherorder* in a matter 
of fuch importance. .What are. the caufes which. render 
falyation ib rare ? . I mean, to point put three principal ones» 
which is the only arrangement of thisdifcoMrfe. Art ai^ 
far*fought reafonings would here be ill-timed. > O attenii« 
therefore, be whdli^ you may! .No/ubjeft can be mor^. 
:worthy your attention, fince it goes to inform you, wbal: 
may be the hopes of your eternal .^eftiny. 



Paut I. Few are faved ; becaufe in-that number yre cm 
only comprehend two deCcriptions of perfons ; either thof^ 
who have been fo happy as to preferve their innocence pare 
and undefilcd ; or thpfe, who after having loft, have rc- 
/gained it by penitence : — Firft caufe. There are only thefc 
two ways of falvation ; and heaven is only open to the iur 
npcent or the penitent. Now ot which party are yott? 
Are you innocent? Are you- penitent ? > 

r 

. Nothing unclean (hall enter the kingdom of God. We 
muft confequently carry there, . either an innocence unful- 
•lied, or an innocence regained* Now, to die innocent, is 
a grace to which few fouls can afpire; and to live penitent, 
is a mercy, which the relaxed flate qf our morals xenderi 
equally rare^ < Who indeed will pretend to falvation, by tbf 
claim of innocence? Where are the pure fouls ifi whom fin 

lias - 
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iMtt aerer* dwelt ; and who have preferved to the end the ^a^ 
Cfed treafure of grace confided- to them by baptifm, and 
which t>ur Saviour will re-demand at (he* awful day of 
punilhment ? i 

In thofe happy day$» when the whole church was ftill 
bat an aflembly of faints, it was very uncommon to find 
aik inftance of a believer, who, after having received the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit,- andacknowlcdged Jefus Chrift in 
die facrament, which, regenerates us, fell back to his for- 
mer irregufarkies of life. Ananias and Saphira. were the 
only prevaricators in the church'^of Jerufalem ; that of 
Corinth, had only one incefluous . finner. Church peni- 
tence was ^en a remedy almoft unknown ; and fcarcely 
was there found among thefe true Hntelites one fingle leper, 
whom they were obliged to drive from the holy altar, and 
feparate from communion with his bsethren. But fmce 
that time, 'the number of the upright diminifhes, in pro- 
pertion as that of believers increafcs/ It would appear,, 
that the world, pretending now to have become almoft ge- 
nerally Chriftian, has brought widi it into the Church its 
corruptions and its maxims. Aias f/we all go aftray, al- 
moft from' the breaft of our mothers ! . The firft ufe which 
we make of our heart is a crime ; our firft defires are paf- 
fioiis ; and our reafon only expands and increafes on the 
wrecks of our innocence. The earth,, fays a Prophet, is 
infefled by the corruption of thofe who inhabit it: All' 
have violated the laws, changed the ordinances^, and bro- 
ken the alliance which (houldhave endured for ever : All 
commit fin; and fcarcely is there one to be found, who 
does the work of the Lord. Injuftice, calumny, lying, 
treachery,' adultery, and the blackeft crimes, have deluged 
the earth. The brother lays fnares for his brother ; the fa- 
ther 



tber i$, divided b0m Us chihlr<jn.; thfc buibtad: frwi'laftl 
mrife:. There. is i>Q; tie. wUdi a vile intereftdoet oat di£fr> 
folve : Good iaith and; probity/ ane. no. longer virtucf/lHit/ 
among the fimple people ; animofities are etidle& ; rccbii»<; 
ciliations feints ; and never is a former enemy regarded as . 
ai brother ; They ti^ar, tbe^ devour, each other. AiTem. 
Uieis are no longer bujt for the purpofe of pubEo and gen&^i 
rel cenfiire. . The piireft virtue is no longer a protefiion « 
frond the raalignilty of tongues. Gaming it become either, 
a tn(de» a firaud» or a fury*. Repafts^ thole innocent tieai 
of fociety, degenerate into exceifes, of which we dare not« 
fpeak. Our age witneOes horrors^ with which our fbrefa* i 
thers were unacquainted* . Behold then already one path oP 
falSration fliut to the geaeiality^ oi men^ AH have erred, t 
Be wholh^you may, who lifien to me at prefent^ the tiawf 
/ has been, when fin reigned over you : Age may perhaps 
liave calmed. your paflions; but what was your youth?. 
Long and habitual infirmities may perhaps. have difgofted^ 
you with the world ; but what ufe did you formerly- make f 
of the vigour of your health ? A fudden infpiration oIj 
grace may have turned your heart ; but do you not moftt 
fervently intreat, that every moment prior to thdtt infpinuj 
jtion may be ^Eiced from the reoaembraace of the Lord { t 

But with what am I taking up my time ? We areali fin-, 
fierst O my God ! And thou kooweft our hearts : What/ 
we know of ourerrors, is perhaps in thy fight the moA. 
pardonable ; .and(we alLaHow, thsit by innocence, we haref 
.; no claim to falvation. There remains, therefore, oidy 'one. 
refource, whieh is penitence^ After otir fbipwreck, by} 
the faints, it is the happy plank, which alone can condui^j 
us into port ; there is no other mean oi felvation for us* '■ 
Be whdl« you may, . prmce or. fubje^, great or low,' pem« > 

tence 
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iibo.bair(;'neYer follen, tbaa who» aker thetriii'U' hftvelraif-/ 
ed'JtfafanfelvcibjrtruisrefiemaaCQ: Tfai'sis a^nibte fayiog^T 
but dqaotiot: 1^ cftrcy things too far; The truth iifuffi-. 
cieotly )dxead&il# without a^og new terrors |^q tt by vain; 
decIaiBatioo^ ; . i 

^ Let u^ only examine* if the majority of tts h^ve a right, 
through p^iitence to iiilvaiion.. What is a penitent ? Ac** 
conHng t0. > TertuUian, a penitent is a believer, who feek 
isveary moment the. unl^appinefs which he formerly had* to 
foBget^aod lolie his God; who has his guilt inceflaotly be- 
fore his.''e]iesii;..who finds every M^ere the traces and. re- 
ncmblnactee qI in ... > 

A penitent is a mac« entmfied by Gpd» with judgment 
s^ixift/himfetf'; who retufes himfelf the n^oft innocent 
pleafures* beeaufe he had- U>rmfirly. indulged in the moft. 
cpriininal ; who puts up with the moft neceffary ones with, 
jfidn ;i who.now regards- his body as an enemy, whom it it. 
neceilaEy to conquer ; as an unclean .vefiel which muft be 
pisriiied;;i a&an unfaithful debtor^ of whom it is proper to 
exa&- the laft farthing ;( a penitent regards himfelt as iai cri« 
minal condemned to. deaths sbecaufer he jio^ lon$^ is.wor-^ 
thy of life.' In the lofs of riches oi;!heaIth» he fees, only ar 
pnitatibn of iwoms that he .hadiionnerly.ahurpd; 'in the 
humiliflEtidnis. which happpen ta him^.hut ^the. pains, of his; 
guik; inthe agonies with which he is racked, hut the com- 
mcoqemehl of thofe^puhifbments he ha&.juiUy. mecttod ; 
(acbis ^ penitent* But* I again aJk yon, wihere' amongfl u& 
are. penitents of Uhis defcriptioaP.Now look ai!6i|jnd you. 
I do Boi tell you to judge y.our.>b|«thxeiiv, btut to examine 

what 
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\9kaii are the manners and' morale of th)^ whofaiwiliid' 
you; nor cb I fpeak of thofe open' and avowed finners^;- 
who have thrown off even the appearance of virtue, I- fpcalc 
only of thofe who like yomrfelvcs live like the generality ; 
and wbofe anions prefent nothing to the public view^ par- 
ticularly ihameful or depraved. They are finners; andv 
they admit of it : You are not innocent ; and you con{d«< 
it yourfelves. Now, are they penitent ; or are you ? Age, 
avocations, more ferious employments, may perhaps bave> 
checked the fallies of youth :. Even the bitternels which the 
Almighty has made attendant on our palEons ; the deceks^^ 
the treacheries of the worlds an injured fortune, with a^ 
ruined confiitutipn, may have cooled the ardour, and coio.' 
fined the irregular defires oi your heart : Crimes may have 
difgufted you even with crimes ; for paffions gradually ex<^> 
tinguifli themfelves. Time, and the natural incpnftancy of 
the heart, will bring thefe about ; yet neverttelefs, thougii' 
detached from fm by ickcapability, you are no nearer your ' 
God. According to the world, you are bocome more ptu^ 
dent, more regular, more what it calls men of probity ; 
more exa£l in fulfilling your public or private duties ; but 
you are not penitent. ( You have ceafed from your difor- 
ders ; but you have not expiated them : You are not con* 
verted : This great ftroke ; this grand change of the heart, 
which regenerates man, has not yet been felt by you. Ne-- 
verthelefs this fituation, fo truly dangerous, # does not alarm 
you ; Sins, which have never beea waibed away by fincere 
repentance, and confeqdently never obliterated from the 
book of life, appear in your eyes as no longer exifiing ; and 
you [will tranquilly leave. this world in a ftate of impeni- 
tence, fo much the more dangerous, as you will die, with- 
out being fenfible of your danger. What I ifay here, is not 
merely a raih expreffion^ or an emotion of zeal : Nothing 

is 
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ii mere red^ or iMre exafUy, true : It is the fituation of zU 
moft ajl picp,, even th^ wifejl and moftj efteemed by. the 
world. 



. The,m<Hality of ijxe younger Aages in life is always lax, 
if §fi0^ licentious, Age« difguftj and eftablifliments for life» 
fix the hjeart, and withdraw it from debauchery : but where 
aie tbofe whp are conyerted ? Wtfcre arc thofc who expi- 
ate their crimes by tears of forrow, and true repentance ? 
Where are tbofe*, who haying begun as fimiers, end as peni- 
tet^s, ?. Shew me, in your manner of living, the fmalleft 
ln^:e of penitence. Are your grafpings at wealth and pow- 
et*i your anxieties to attain thefav(>ur of the great, (and by 
fS^k means anJncreafe of employments and influence), 
ar^ th$ie;.prQoff of it ? Would you wifii to reckon even 
ymi^r crimes as virtues ? That the fufferingsof your ambi- 
tion, pride, and .avarice, fliould dif charge yoii from an ob- 
ligation which they themfelves have impofed ? You are 
penitent to the world ; but are you foto Jefus Chriil ? The 
infiraiities with, which God affliSs you; the enemies he 
TsHk9 againft you; the difgracesi and lofles with which he 
tries you ; do you, receive them ail as you ought, with hum? 
ble fubiniffionto his will ; and far from finding in them oc- 
cafions of penitence, do you not turn them into the objefls 
of new crimes ? It is the.duty of an innocent foul, to re- 
ceive with fubmiffion the chaflifements of the Almighty ; 
to.difcharge, with courage,, the painful duties ot, the ftation 
allotted to him ; and to be faithful to the laws of the gof- 
pel ; but. do finners owe nothing beyond, this ? And yet 
they pretend to falvation ; but upon what claim ? To fay 
that, you are innocent before God, your own confciencc 
will bearteAimony againft you. To endeavour to perfuade 
yourfelves tl\at you are penitent, you dare not ; *nd you 
* would 



would condemn y6iitfelveis'<hroiighjrour o^ri>moutliis;- ' 1?^ 
bn^wliat then doft thou depend, 0-hian?'who thus fivdl 
fo tranquil ? .!.I.i / 

And What ren&^i*s it IH^ mdtc dH^^viPi^, tKlTf aailig m 
this ihanher, you only follow the torrent : YiRir' mdraSs 
are the morals of almoft all men. You msfy-.^perJiapSj-bfe 
acquainted with fome ftill inbre guilty, (TdrT. fbppdft f6h 
to have ftill (otee fcntiments of i^efi^foii,' and-l-ei^ilra fifr 
your falVation) ; hut ddyoii kW6iwat]^karpdhhSfftsT"^2i& 
afraid we muft fearch the defert's amd foKtiidej for' tH^. 
You can fcarcely parttcularife among peifcrtsof ^ratlk anft 
iifage of' the world, • a fmall ^litimb* Vhofe »fti6iW« bM 
mode of life more auftere aiid more guafdM"*ffiatf thfe 
generality, attraft the 'attention, ani ^ly Hkely tKcl eihfiiipe 
of the publfc : All the reft walk in the fifme p^thi^ f fte 
clearly that every one comforts himfelf bytRe- exaihpfc iif 
his neighbour : Tliat in that point, children fuccifeefl to Ihfe 
falfe fecurity of their fathers ; thkt none Jive' mridcent'!; 
that none die penitent : I fee it ; and I cry, 'O OM ! S 
thou haft not deceived us ; if all thou haft t61d us wii!h fe^ 
gard to the road to eternal life, (hall be fulfilled to anoint ^ 
if the number of thofe who tauft perifh, ihall not ihiluehxre 
THEE to abate from the feverity of tfhy laws, what ^ilFbe'- 
corae of that immenfi inultitude of cJreatufres which ev^ 
hour difappears from the face of the earth ? Where kfe oti^ 
friends, our relations who have gone before us ; and whal 
is their lot in the eternal regions of death ? Whkt /hall we 
ourfelves be one day ? When formerly a Prophet compfciin'- 
ed to the Lord, that M Ifrael'had foi^faken his protection'; 
He replied, that fev^n thoufand ftiH remained, who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal : Behold the number of pure 
and faithful fouls which a whole kingdom theh contained. 

But 
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Bhil CGuldcft tilou ftill/ O rtiy Grod'! comfort the anguifli of 
thy fervants to*day by the fame affurance ? I know that 
thine eye difcerns ftill fome upright amorigft us ; that the^ 
j)riefth6dd has ftill its Phineas* ;, the inagiftraey its Samu- 
ds ; th^ fWord its Jbfeuas ; the Court its Daniels, its' 
Jfefthers, and its Davids ; foifthe worid only exifts for thy* ' 
chofen ; and all would perilh were the number acconaplifli- 
ed : But thofe happy remains of the children of Ifrael who » 
/ball inherit faWaiion, what are they, compared to the 
grains of fand ill the flfii ; 1 mean- to thsft numbed of finn^rs* 
who combat for i^citoiwn dcffi-uSiori? You come »fter this; 
iny brethren, to- eft^juire if ic be tm^, thaft few (hall be 
feved. Thoer-Waft fiJd if , O my Gdd ? and' confeqnent!/ 
it' is 2 thith' whicK wilP endfarfe^ for c^er. 

* Btiti «Vfta adrtrittinl^tharthe AFmighty had not fpokeri 
tbus, I wouM wifiii irf the' fecfcfnd place, to review, for ait 
ihflant^ what paflfes among' men : The laws by whicfr they 
are gdv^rlied : The" maxinis^ by which the multitude is re- 
gufated*: Thi* is' the fecofnf'catrfe of the paiacity of the 
feVed; and, pfoperl^ fpeafcirtg, is only a: devefepcment of 
the firflf : Thr force of habit'ahd ctrftoms'. 

Part IL Few* people are fa\'eJ,' becatife the maxims 
irioftuniverfaHy received in. att countries, and upon whiclr 
depend, in general, the morals of the multitude, are in- 
eon^pafible with faivation. The rules laid dawn, approved, 
and authorrfed by the world, with regard to the application 
of wealth, the loVe of glory, Cbriftiaii moderation, and 
the duties of offices and conditions, are diametrically op- 
pofite to thofe of the Evangelifts ; and confcquently can 
lead only to death. I fliall not, at prefent, enter into a 
detail too extended for a difcourfe, and too little ferious, 
peihaps, for Chriftians. 
Vol. L H I need 
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I need not tell you, that it is an eilabliihed cuftom in tbc . 
world, to allow the liberty oi proportioning expences to 
rank and wealth ; and provided it is a patrimony we in- 
herit froni our anccftors, we may diftinguifh ourfelves by 
the ufe of it, without rellraint to our luxury, or without « 
regard in our profufion, to any thing but our pride and 
caprice. 

. But Chriftian moderation has its rules : We are not the; 
abfolute mailers of our riches ; nor are we entitled to abufe 
what thq Almighty has beftowed upon us lor better pur- 
pefes : Above all, while tboufands of unfortunate wretches 
languilh in poverty, whatever we make ufe of beyond the 
wants and necelTary expences of our itation, is an inhu- 
manity to, and a theft from the poor./ Thefe are refine- 
ments of devotion, fay they ; and in matters of expence 
and profufion nothing is excejfive or blameable, according^ 
to the world, but what may tend to derange the fortune. I: 
need not tell you, that it is an approved cuftom, to decide 
our lots, and to regulate our choice of profeffions or fitua- 
tions in life, by the order of our birth, or the interefts of 
fortune. But, O my God ! does the miniftry of thy gof- 
pel derive its fource from the worldly confiderations of a 
carnal birth ? We cannot eftabliffi all, fays the world, and 
it would be melancholy to fee perfons of rank and birth ia 
avocations unworthy of their dignity. If born to a name 
diftinguifhed in the world, you muft get forward by dint 
of intrigue, meannefs, and expence : Make fortune your 
idol. That ambition, however much condemned by the 
laws of the gofpel, is only a fentiment worthy your name 
and birth. 

You are of a fex and rank which introduce you to the 
gaities of the world : You cannot but do as others do : 

You 
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You muft frequent all the public places, where thofe of 
your age and rank affemble ; enter into the fame pleafures ; 
pafs your days in the fame frivolities ; and expofe yourfelf 
to the fame dangers ; thefe are the received maxims ; and 
you are not made to reform them : Such is the doQrine 
of the world. 

Now permit me to a(k you here ; Who confirms you ia 
thefe ways ? By what rules are they juftified to your mind ? 
Who authorifes you in this diflipation, which is neither 
agreeable to the title you have received by baptifm, nor 
perhaps to thofe you hold from your anceftors ? Who au- 
thorifes thofe public pleafures, which you only think inno- 
cent, becaufe your foul, already too familiarized with fin, 
feels no longer the dangerous impreffions or tendency ot 
them ? Who authorifes you to lead an effeminate and fen- 
fual life, without virtue, fufferance, or any religious exer- 
cife ? To live like a ftranger in the midft of your own fa- 
mily, difdaining to inform yourfelf with regard to the mo- 
rals of thofe dependent upon you ! Through an affe^ed 
fiate^ to be ignorant whether they believe in the fame 
God J whether tiiey- fulfil the duties of the religion you 
profefs ? Who authorifes you in maxims fo little Ghriftian: f 
Is if the gofpel of Jefus Chrift ?* Is it' the doftrine of the 
Apoftles and faints ? For furely fome rule is neceflary to 
aifure us that we are in fafety : What is yours ? Cuftom : 
That is the only reply you can make. W« fee none around 
us, but what condu3 themfelves in the fame way and by 
the fame rule. Entering into the world, we find the man- 
ners already eftablilhed : Our fathers lived thus, and from 
them we copy our cuftoms : The wifeft conform to them : 
An individual cannot be wifer than the whole world, and 
muft not^^pretetid to make himfelf Angular, by afling con- 
trary 



imxf tO'the-g&^erfl voice. Such» my <bkcethi:e|t» .ace yfum 
oskly comio^tjtvs a^gainO. ^\l ^e terron ^ ,ve]g.gion : Ijip^e 
!&£): up to ^be law. The public .e^uuoipJe isit^eonly ^us^aiK 
ilc^ of oar i^ioralsi. We never ;refl«£l, tliat, a& the j^lolf 
^Spirit {ays, the kws of 4^he ^people are *vain : Trh^ «p.t^r &t» 
viour has left us rules, in which neither tiipe^, ages» i^ 
cufloms^ can ever authorife the fmalleft change : That the 
jbeavie^s and -the rCartb (hall pa& aiw^ay ; that cuApw& lind 
manners &aU change ; b.14 that t;he ]>iy ine laws wiU' <syer^ 
laftii^y be the feme. 

We content o^rfe^ves wkh looking around ufr : We do 
jwH refle£);, that what at p£e(eiit we call cuftom, wou}d» in 
former times, before the -morals of Chriftians b^a|n.e dex 
(generated, have j>(een regained 9s moi;iftrou6 UtigvlifkifS'; 
and, if corruption has g^^inedfinca that period* tl^efe vik,est^ 
ihough they have toft their Angularity^ have ^Skot loft tihejr 
^uilt. We do not reflefl:* that Wie flialji be judged by th^ 
^fpeU and not by cui^m ; by tbe examples of )^ boly^ 
atnd not by mens opinions ; thatfthe bab4t«» wbi^h are only 
^abliflied ^uKU^g believers by tbe relaxi^ion of f^iith, ar|r 
abufes we are to lamenl^ not ejcaynpl^ we are io follow : 
That in changing tbe manners^ they bave not changed 01^ 
d^uties : that the common and general exapf)Ie which au« 
Ihorifes them^ only proves that virtue is rare, imt not tb^t 
profligaji^y is permitted : Ii} a yfpidy tfaat piety, ajid a re^ 
Cbriftian life 9r< too .unpdatable to our depraved natureV 
iever to be pr^i&if^d by the majority of men^ Come qov 
and fay, that you oply do »s others do : It is exa£lly by 
that you condemn yourfelveg. Whai ! the moft terrible 
certainty of your condemnation^ fhaU become , the , only 
notive for your confidence 1 Which* according to 'tb^ 
Scriptures* is the road that condu£ls to death f Is it nat 

that 
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* 

itbat which the ^majority pterfues ? Which, is the party oC 
Sbe^fsohate? Is it not the multitude ? You do nothing 
but mhat others do : But , thus, . in the time of Noah, pe- 
(Tiihed a]i who were buried under the waters of the Deluge : 
All who, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, proftrated them- 
ielves before the golden calf : All who, in the time .of £ii- 
jah, -bowed Jihe knee to Baal : All who, in the Ufloe of 
£lea2^r, aUandooed the I»w of their fathers. You only do 
jiyhai others do ; but that is exa£lly what the Sscrdpitriiriefi for- 
•bid : Dp not, fay they, conform yourfe^wes jto *his corrupt.- 
ed ag!& : How^ the jcorrupted .agie means not the foiall num«- 
hef of juft, <wi»om you eadeav<»ir 0ot to ivtttate ; it m^ans 
dbe multitude whom you foUoK. You only dk> what odEieiy 
Ao : Y^u will confequentlj^ experionpe fche fame lot. ,Now^ 
-»• Mifery; to thee, (cxied^fofinwly .St. Auguftinc,) f^utl tor- 

V rent t3f human cu&oms; wilt thou nevier fu^nd thy 

V courie ? Ta the end wilt ihou .dr«^ in the children of 
*^ Adam te thine imoaenfe aadl MnriJBile aibyfs ?" 

In fhct t}i (laying to ourfelres, *' What ai*e my hopes ? 
•* In the church of Jefus diriA there are two roadf ; one 
•«' broad and open» by .which ahnoft the whole world pa&a, 
*** and which Jieads tp^eath ; the other isarrow, where few ia- 
*' deed enter, and^rhich eondiajBsto life eternal ; In which 
•* «f thcfe am I ? Are my vsm^h the ufuai dne^of^^rfonsof 
}* my rank, age, and fituatiim i« Ufe ? Am I with the great 
** number ? Then I am not in the right path : I am loiing 
^ royfelf : The great number ta ev-ery jtation is m>t the 
*' party of the laved.*' Far fnom reafofli^g. in tliis man- 
ner, we fay tp ourfei»res, " I am not in a worfe flate than 
** others ; tbofe of my rank and age live as I do : Why 
" Oiould I not live like them?'' Why, my dear hearer ? 
for thai very reafon ; The general mode of Jiving cannot 

be 
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be that of a Chriidian life : In all ages, the holy have been 
remarkable and fingular men : Their manners were al- 
ways different from thofe of the world ; and they have on« 
]y been faints, becaufe their lives had no fimilarity id 
thofe of the reft of mankind. In the time of Efdras, in 
fpite of the defence againft it, the cuftom prevailed of in« 
termarrying with ftranger women : This abufe became ge- 
neral : The priefts and the people no longer made any 
fcruple of it : But what did this holy reftorer of the law ; or 
did he follow the example of his brethren ? Did he believe 
, that guilt, in becoming general, became more legitimate ? 
No. He recalled the people to a fenfe of the abufe : He 
took the book of the law in his hand, and explaining it to 
the affrighted people, correfted the cuftom by the truth. 
Follow, from age to age, the hiftory of the juft ; and fee' 
if Lot conformed himfelf to the habits of Sodom, or if 
nothing diftinguiihed him from the other inhabitants : If 
Abraham lived like the reft of his age : If Job refembled 
the other princes of his nation : If Efther conduced her* 
felt in the court of Ahafuerus like the otlier women of that 
Prince : If many widows in Ifrael refembled Judith : If, 
among the children of the captivity, iiis not faid of Tobias 
alone, that he copied not the condu3 of his brethren ; and 
that he even fled from the danger of their commerce and 
fociety. See, if in thofe happy ages, when Chriftians were 
all faints, they did not (hine like fiars in the midft of the cor- 
rupted nations ; and if they ferved not as a fpe£lacle to an- 
gels and men, by the firigularity of their lives and man- 
ners : If the Pagans did not reproach them for their retire- 
ment, and fliunning of all public theatres, places, and 
pleafures : If they did not complain that the Chriftians af- 
fefted to diftinguifli themfelves in every thing from their 
fellow-citizens ; to form a feparate people in the midft of 

the 
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the people ; to have their particular laws and cuRoxns ; and 
if a man from their fide embraced the party of the Chrif- 
lians, they did not confider him as for ever loft to their 
pleafures, aflembhes, and cuftoms : In a word, fee, if in all 
ages, the faints whofe lives and a6lions have been tranfmit- ' 
ted down to us» have refembled the reft of mankind. 

You will perhaps tell us, that all thefe are fingularities 
and exceptions, rather than rules which the world is obliged 
to follow : They are exceptions, it is true ; but the reafon 
is, that the general rule is to throw away falvation ; that a 
religious and pious foul in the midft of the world, is al- 
ways a fingularity approaching to a miracle. The whole 
world, you fay, is not obliged to follow thefe examples ; 
but is not piety the general duty of all ? To be faved, muft 
We not be holy ? Muft heaven, with difficulty and fuffer- 
ance, be gained by fome ; while with eafe by others ? Have 
you any other gofpel to follow ; other duties to fulfil i other 
promifes to hope for, than thofe of the Holy Bible ? Ah I 
Since there was another way more eafy to arrive at falva- 
tion, wherefore, ye pious Chriftians, who at this moment 
enjoy in heaven, that kingdom, gained with toil, and at 
the expence of your blood, did ye leave us examples fo dan- 
gerous and ufelefs ? 

Wherefore have ye opened for us a road, rugged, dif- 
agreeable, and calculated to reprefs . our ardour, feeing 
there was another you could have pointed out, more eafy, 
and more likely to' attraft us, by facilitating our progrefs ? 
Great God ! how little doies mankind confult reafon in 
the point of eternal falvation ! 

Will you confde yourfel ves after this with the multitude, 
as if thegreatneis of the number could render the guilt un- 

puniftied 



punifliefd, aaid the Almighty dutft not COTidietnft all tHcrfe' 
who live like you ? But M*at ai»e all creatures' m the fight 
^ God ? Did the mukitude oi the guilty preverit him^ 
from deft roying all flcfli at the Deluge ? From making fire* 
from heaven defcend upon the five iniquitotiff^cifcies ? JFrmtf 
burying in the waters oF the Red Sea, Pharaoh^ afrtd' all 'his^ 
army ? From ftriking with death all who murmured in 
thedefert? Ah! Thekings oP the earth taay have rfegardf to 
the number of the gailty, becaufethe punilhment .becjomeff' 
impoffiWei or at leaft dangerous, when the. fault is-becofne' 
general* But God, who wipes the impious, feys Job,* 
from off the face of the earth) a&one wipes the duft 
from off a garment*; ( God, in whoft fight att people' 
and nations are as if they were not, aumbers not theguiU 
ty : He has regard only to, the crimes ;^ and all thst the 
weak and miferable finner can expe£l from his u-hhappy- 
accomplices, is to have them as' companions in his mifery,' 
So few are faved ; becaufe the maxima moft univerfally 
adopted, are maxims of fin : So few are faved^ becaufe: 
the maxims and duties moft univerfally unknown, or re-' 
jefted, are thofe moft indifpenfable to fatvation* Laft re- 
ffeftion, which is indeed nothing more^ than the proof, 
end the explanation of tlie former ones. 

What are the engagements of the holy vocation to which 
we have all been called ? The folemn promifes of baptifm. 
What have we promifed at baptifm ? To renounce the- 
world, the devil, and the flefb : Thefe are our vo>ws : This is" 
the fituation ot the Chriflian : Thefe are the eflfential con- 
ditions of our covenant with God, by which eternal life 
has been promifed to us. Thefe truths appear familiar, 
and deftined for the .common people ; but it is a miftake : 
Nothing can be more fublime ; and alas ! nothing is more 
generally unknown: It is at the court of kings, and to 

the 
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the princes of the e»tb, ibatt without ceafiog we ought to 

Announce them. Atas 1 They are well inftru£led in all the 

4£urs of the world, while the firft principles of Chrifiiaa 

Jnorality are frequently more unknown to them than to 

%ttmUe aiid .fimplle h€fart». At your baptifm, you have 

-then T^nounc^d the world. It is a promife you have made 

lo God* before tliie fholy altar ; ^he Church has been the 

j^ahintee and d^poCtpry of i% ; and you have only been 

mdmitted into ]the number of helieven, and marked with 

l&t tiiidefeafible fekl of fiil'^ation, upon the faith that you 

^irve fwom to <h^ £«ord, to love neither the world, nor 

•what due world Ibves^ jl^ad you then anfwered what you 

jidi(^ repeat every d«y» that you find not the world fo black 

and pernicious as we faiy ; that after all it may innocently 

.helovied ; and that we only decry it fo m4ich, becaufe we 

4fo 'hot kOQwJt i and fince you are to five in the world, 

foa Mrifh tolive lilteithofe who are in it : Had you anfwer- 

tfd*thiis« the Church would not have received you into ite 

.hofom ; -Vould t%o% have cpnriefled you with the hope of 

.Chrifiians, iidr joined you iii communion with thofe who 

have overcome the world : She would have advifed you to 

go and live with thofe infidels who know notour Saviour, 

For this reafon it was, that, in former ages, thofe of the 

Catechumen,^ who could not prevail upon themfelves to 

Venounce the World and its pleafures, put off their baptifm 

till death ; and durft iiot approach the holy altar, to cor« 

<ra£l by the facrament, which regenerates Us, engs^ement« 

t>f which they knew the importance and fanfiity ; and to 

fulfil which, they felt themfelves ftill unqualified. You 

are therefore required, by themoft facred of all vows, to 

hate the world; that is to fs^, not to conform yourfelves 

to it : If you love it, if you follow its pleafures and cuf- 

iomSf you arc not only, as St. John fays, the enemy of 

VoLiL ' I ' God 



<Jod, but yott liteM^fe raioUneethe fad* pvmmh^ 
liTm : You abjure the gofpel cf Jefos Chrift : You are an 
bpoftate from religion, and tiatnple under foot the moftlii^ 
trred ahd irrevocable vcfws ih« niati can make; Noir^ 
Vhatis thifc worid whieh fouought tohace?'! havexnirlijr 
to anfwer, thiat it is the one you love! Vou wtHnevk 
iniftake it by this mark: This wcnrlft is a fociety of fitt«» 
^ers; whofe defires, feaits;* hopes, cares, projeS^i joyi; 
«nd chagrins, no longer turn but trpon the ftcbeflcs ^or 
misfortunes of this life. This world is an aflemblageiiC 
people, Mrho look upOn the ' <arth as their comttiy } thb 
time to ^ome as an exilenient^ tlie pfomireis of faith as % 
idream ; and death as the greateft of all misfortunes. Tim 
world is a temporal kingdom, 'Vrhere our ^Saviour is un- 
known ; where thofe acquainted with'htsiismiie glorify Ihkb 
not as their Lord ; hate his maxims ;» defpife his foiloKb. 
ers ; and negle^ or infult hint iri his fecraments and'wcrtw 
fliip. In a word, to give a pfdper idea at otilce of itfak 
-world, it is the great number; behold the wodd; wfiidi 
you ought to fliuti, hate, and combat againftdby yoiir ex^ 
ample, - ' 

Now is this your fituatton with regard to the world? 
Are its pleafures a fatigue to you ; ^ its excetkt afiift 
you ; do you regret the length t)f your pilgrimage here f 
Are not its laws your laws ? Its maxims your maximsf 
What it condemns, do you not condemn ? Do you not 
approve what it approves? And fliould it happen, that 
you alone were left upon the earth, may we not fay, that 
the corrupted world would be revived in you ; af*id that 
you would leave an exaft model of it to your pofterity f 
Wheti I fay you> I mean and addrefs myfelf to almoil all 
men* 
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, 5VXaKi^.»r(f tki9fe y/hot dacerely renoiUKe the {nlfafurcfi^ 
tiritttf,: PMftims».afid bofetipf thi& world ? We fiad snaof 
«di«c<»raphi& of it ; a»d aecufeH of injufiice, ingralimdf 
aod caprice.; vrho ipeak wa^rmly of it| abufas aisd errors ; 
bit in dooryiing,' tisey eomiaue in love^ %o kiUow it ; tbey 
^CElhiMrt: brkigibeioifelv^k. tip .do wiibout ii ; in cpinpluning 
mLk» iajuAice, they we only/ piqued at it» they ?re iiot 
nodeteiv^d ;. they toel its hard ireatincnt, hul they ar^ 
MaaiSiytaiipled' with its d^gers ; tb«y cenfurc, but. where 
me thdfe wbo bale it ;? And npw, .my breihreo^, you may 
jiidge» if jp»ny'csLa bavf a< claim to falvauoo^ 

. In tbe fircond ptoc«» you have reaomieed the fleOt a| 
iyiotir baptiTai ; thatJ^ to fay» you are ei^paig^d noi to live 
accofdii^ to the .fenfaal appetites ; to regard evca tndo* 
leaee and eSeminacy as crimen ; not to flatter the corrupt, 
cd .defireiof the flefli ; but to cbaftife, crufh. and cruci* 
:ff it. This is not an acquired perfeftion ; it is a vow ; il 
ds the firft of all duties ; the charafier of a true Chriftiait» 
mnd infeparable from faitiu la a word., yon have anath^ 
maciioed Satan and all his works : And what are.bia w<H4isf 
That which compofes alnoft the thread and end of your 
life ; pomp» plealJare» luxury, and diffipation r Lyiag» of 
^wUch he is the father ; pride> of which he is the model ; 
jealoufy and contention^ of which he is. the #irtifan : B«it 
I aik you, where are tbofe wbo have not withdrawn the 
anathema they had pronounced a^nil Satan ? Now confer 
-quemly, (to mention it as we go along)i behdbi many of 
she quelbons anfwered* 

Ton continually demand of us, if theatres and other 
pubUc places of amufement, be innocent recreations for 
Cbriftians. In letum, I have only one queftion to aik 

you,. 



yon^ Are they the works ot Satam, or of Je&s Cliillft 
Tift tber« can be no medium in religion. I mean<nai tik 
fijp .but what many recreations and.amufemei^9 majr be : 
termed indifferent : fiat, the moft indifferent pleafurok 
which religion allows^ and which the weaknefs of our 
nature rendters even neceffar^i belong in one fenfe to Je*^^ 
fus Chrift> by the faciKty w:ith which they ought to enable 
us to apply oui>feIves.to aiore hcdy and more ferious duties* 
!Ev^ iSbmg we do ; every thing we rqoiee or weep at, <(»igbt 
to be of fuch a nature^ sa to have a connexion with Jefist 
Chriil, 9nd* to be done for his glory* Now, upon thif > 
principle, the mofl; inconteftible, and moft univerfally al- 
lowed in Chriftian morality, you have only to decide; 
trhether you eaa comiefi tbeglofy of Jefus Chrift with^ 
the pkafures of a theatre. Can our Savicmr have any 
part in fuch a fpecies of recreation ? And before you enter * 
them, can you, with confidence, declare to him, that in 
ib doing, you only propofe his glory, and to enjoy the 
iatisfafiioa of pleafing him ? What I The theatres,, fuch 
«s fitey are at present, fiili more criminah by the puhtic 
licentioufnefs of thofe unfortunate creatores who mount 
them, than by the itfipure andpaffionate fcenes they xepre. 
fent : The theatres are the works of Jefus Chrtft i Jefus 
Cfarift would animate a mouth, from whence are to pro. 
ceed founds, lafcivious, and intended to corrupt the heart?' 
But thefe btafphemies ftrike me with horror. Jefus Chrift 
would, prefide in affemblies. of fin, where every thing we 
liear weakens his do&rines ; wheie the poifon enters into 
the foul by all the £rnfes ; where every art is employed to- 
infpire, awaken,^ and juftify the paflions he coodem^is f 
Now, fays Tertultian. if they are not the works of Jefu» 
Cfarift, they muft be the works of Satan : Every Chrif*^ 
tian ought,, therefose, to abAain from them i Whoi he par- 
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tAe^-cTthem^ he violates the vows of baptifm: Howe- 
ver iaiiqcent he may flatter himfelf to be^ in bringing from' 
thdcfhices an tintainted hearty it is fullied by being there ;, 
fince hy liis prefence alonehe has participated in the workt. 
of Satan» which he had renounced at baptifm, and violat*^ 
ed the moft facred promi£e$ he had made to Jefus Chrift 
ud to his Chureh. 

^Thefe, wj brethren, as I hove already told you, are not 
laerely advices, and pious arts ; they are the moft eflential 
<^ our obligations : But alas I who fulfils them P who even 
knows them ? Ah ! my brethien, did you know bow. far 
dK title you bear, of Chriftian, engages you ; could you 
comprehend the fan£kity of your tta^'t the hatred of .the 
Wodd, of yourfelf, and of every thing, which is not of 
God, diat it ordains you ; ttat life, according to the Gofpe], 
that cbntinual watching, that guard over the paflions : in 
a word, that conformity with Jefus Chrift crucified, which 
it ex^&s of you: could you comprehend it ; could your 
ronember, that as you ought to love God with ^11 your 
heart, and all your firengtb, a fingiedefire that has not 
«oniie&ion with him defiles you,, you would appear a moa« 
iter in your owufigli^. How 1 would you fay to yourfelf, 
duties fo holy, and morals fo prophansr i A vigilance fo 
continual, and a life fo carelefs and diffipated I A loye of 
God fo pure, fo complete, fo cmiverfal, and^ heart the 
continusd prey of a thoufand impulles, either foreign .or 
criminal: If thus it is, who, O my God! will be- entitled 
to falvation ? 

Few indeed, I am afraid, my dear hearer : at leaft it will 
not be you, (unlefs a change takes place,) nor thofe who 
refemble you : it wiU not be the multitude. Who Ihall 

be 



be fared ? ti^dfe Who tvork tUekfalvatiod vridi iiat ait 
trembling ; whof live in the midft of the mtoiU, hm not 
like the worM. Who fliall be faved P tint Ghriftiim wo^ 
jnan, who flint up in the ciyolet>f ber doMcftic /^dutM^ 
rears up her children in fiaith, and in piety; divides hep 
heart only betwixt her Savtoor and herhuftand; is adorns 
<d with delicacy and modefty ; fits. not down in. the afiemd 
blies of vanity ; makes not a law of the ridiculous cuftom» 
of the. world, but xegulates^ thefe cufiOms by the bmr of 
God ; and makes viftue appcarmore amiable^ by her caolB 
and example. Who fliall be &ved- ? That believer* whoa 
in the relax^ion of modern times, imitates the mannm 
d£ the firft Chriftians ; whofe hands are ^lean» and hiisbeait 
pure ; watchfnl ; ** who hath not lift up bis foul to vani« 
ty;*' but who, in the midftof the- dangera^rf the great 
world, continually applies himfelf to. purify it: «Juft» 
who fwears not deceitfully againflr his neighbour, noD is 
indebted to fraudulent ways for die innocool aggrandife^ 
ment of bis fortune : Generous, who with benefits repays 
the enemy who fought his ruin : Sincere, who facrificet 
Dot the truth to a vile intereft, and knows not the part off 
rendering himfelf agreeable, by betraying his confctencea 
Charitable who makes hi& houfe and intereft the refuge of 
his fellow^creatures, and himfeff the confolation of tho 
jiiBiAed ; regards his wealth as :the property of: the poor ; 
bumble in afflifiion, chriflfian under injuries, and peni» 
tent, even in profperity* Who will merit fal vation ? You, 
my dear hearer, if you will follow thefe examples ; tap 
fuch are the fouls to be faved. Now thefe afluredly do 
not form the greateft number : while you continue, there* 
fore to live like the multitude, it is a pbint of belief, that 
yoti cannot pretend to falvation. 
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tMKible^; nor aive they^|h^f& -irttgue -M^s vi^icb ei!«e toli 40 
^ msn, and wfc^ none «pply to tlKlnKehres ^ Perhi^ 
jhcseis liot in tUfrafiembif) an individuftlr'^tt^ in^y not 
<iy o£ bimirdf, f«f I live'liic« tt^e'^rctft number'; like t)K>jfe 
f'Kifv m]^4aiik, agev' and'fittialioti t I am loft, 'fliduld I'di^ 
^^un.tbti path.'' N(»Ar* c^^iiy thing be moi^e capable <!)C 
btoi^fi^ a ifotii, itk «rhd«i fome remains of esre ibr his fat- 
Mtkm AHl exift? Jk^ Is the fhiiUiiiKk, tievmbeklns, vrho 
tceiiiUe>not* Tbem Is4>niy a fioaH ntimber of j»ft, wbicfct 
mfmt^Txpiit^ .i0<{M}vm0n, with Jear^ind ti^mblitig : All 
Jlwrell ire tfancpiill After faavii>g lived with the midti* 
inri^vtbef' flattB]':'tbemfeiTai ihey iQiall be ^itictilarired at 
death; every one auguKfav4}uyabl)rfor himfeif) anA cbi* 
nericaliy thinks he fhall be an exception. 

. : Otit^isddceoBnt, it is^ ir^ hretfareo, that i cmifinemy* 
Sdliko^o^i iMisi^at pVefent >are aflembled lier e ; I include 
amtftheproftiaf men ;: 'bi^ joonfider youasiiloiie exifting oia 
•be^eaitb^'i^ITbefld^fa/iwhibhjoccupies and (Tightens ine, ta 
dnsj .if figvm to ioyfeif the pa cfcnt^ as yoiut iafi hour, and 
thelezidbof -the inorU :; fllwt .die heaveaa are going to ^pea 
afaore^yoorrhtaHs:: OurjSavfebr inaJlhisgiory, to appear 
ID thenridft of this temple^ and that you are only a(fem> 
iiied here to wak his Jboming^ jiketrembliog criminals, on 
whom the Sentence n to be pronounced, either of life eter^i 
aal, €ff of everiailiog deatU: Cor it is vaiu to flatter your<% 
fefcve&, that ydu Hiall die more innocent thaa you are at 
dits Imiuv ; AH thole d^Sres of change with which you arf 
amufed, will continue to amufe till death arrives ; the ex- 
perience of all ages proves it ; the only difference you 
liave to cxpe3, wiilmafi likely be only a larger balanca 
matoft ^ott than wbat you woul4 have to anfwer for aH 
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fidtnti And frbm wluit would be fom d^Mny^ mest 
you to be judged this . moment, you may almoft decide 
upoft what will take place at your departure from life* 
Now I a(kyou, (and qonziefling my own lot with yours, 
I afk it with dread,) were Jefus Chrift. to appear in this 
temple, in the midft of this aflembly* to judg^ us* to make 
the dreadful reparation betwixt the goats and iheep, do 
you believe that the greateft number of us would be plaqed 
at his. right band ? Dp you believe that the nonlber would 
at leaft be equal ? Do you believe there would even be 
found ten upright and faithful .fervants of the Lord, wheo 
formerly five cities could not furnifli fo many ? Ia£kyois» 
You know not : and I know it not. Thou alone,' O nqr 
\Grod I knowell who belong to thee* , ; . • 

But if we know not who belong to himr at leaft we 
Jcnow that finners do not* Now, who are the juft and 
faithful, aflembled here at prefent ? Titles and dignitiea 
avail nothing : You are firipped of allthefe in the prefence 
of your Saviour : Who are they ?. Many .linners, who 
wifli not to be converted ; many more who wifli, but aU 
ways put it off ; many others, who are only converted ia 
appearance, and again fall back to their former conrfes : 
In a word, a great number, who flatter themfelves they 
have no occafion for.converfion: This is the party of 
the reprobate. Ah I my brethren, cut off from this affem-f 
bly thefe four claffes of (tnners,. for they will be cut off 
at the great d^y : And now appear, ye juft : Where are 
ye ? O God ! where are thy chofen ? And what a portion, 
remains to thy fliare I 

My brethren, our ruin is almoft certain ; yet We think 
not of it. When even in this terrible reparation, which 
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^t! ori€ day take ]^1ace» there (hould be only one finner in 
this aflembly, on the fide of the reprobate; and that a 
voice from heaven flibuld afliire us of it, without particu-' 
krifing him : Who of us would not tremble, leaft he 
Ihould be the unfonunate and devoted wretch ? Who of 
IIS would not immediately apply to his confcience, tp ex- 
amine if his crimes merited not this punifliment ? Who of 
us, feized with dread, would not demand of our Saviour, 
a«the ApOftles formerly did, and fay, " Lord, is it I?" 
'And fliould a fmall refpite be allowed to our prayers, who 
of us wouM not ufe every effort, by tears, fupplications, 
and (incere repentance, to avert the misfortune ? Are we in 
i^r fcnfes, my dear hearers ? Perhaps, among all who lift- 
en to me, ten juft would nbt be found ; perhaps fewer: 
What do I know, O my God ! I dare not with a fixed eye 
icegard the depths of thy judgments and thy juftice. More 
than one perhaps would not be found amongft us alU And 
this danger affefis you not, my dear hearer ? You perfuade 
yourfelf, that in this great number who fhall perifli, you 
will be the happy individual ; you, who have lefs rcafon 
perhaps than any other to believe it; you upon whom 
alone the fentence of death fliould fall, were only one of 
all who hear me, to fuffer? Great God! How little are 
the terrors of thy law known to the world ! In all ages, 
the juft have fliuddered with dread, in reflefling on the fe- 
verity and extent of thy judgments upon the deflinies of 
men : Alas ! What do they prepare for the cliildren of 
Adam ! 

But what are we to conclude from thefe grand truths ? 
That all muft defpair of falvation ? God forbids The im- 
pious alone, to.quiet his own feelings in his debaucherits, 
endeavours to perfuade himfclf, that ail men (kdl perifc as 
well as be. 
Vol. I. K This 
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This idea ought not to be the fruit of the prtreiit cfif^ 
eourfe. It is meant to undeceive you with regard to the 
general error, that any one may do whatever others dd i to 
convince you, that in order to merit falvatioh, you ifiaft 
diftinguifli youffelves from the reft ; in the midft of th^ 
world, lead a life to th^ glory of Ood, and refemble not 
the multitude. 

When the Jews were led in captivity from Judea to Ba- 
bylon, a little before they quitted their own country, th^ 
Prophet Jeremiah, whom the Lord had forbid to leave Je- j 
rufalera, fpoke thus to them : •• Children of Ifrael, whert 
** you (ball arrive at Babylon, you ilirill behold the inhabit 
" tants of that country,- who carry upon their fhoulders^ 
" gods of filver and gold : All the people will proftrat6 
•• themfelves, and adore them. But you, far from allowing 
" yourfelves by thefe examples, to be led to impiety, hf 
" to yourfelves in fecret, It is thou, O Lord! whoiti we 
«* ought to adore:" 

Let me now finifh, by addreffirig to you the fame words i 

At your departure from this temple, you go to enteif 
into another BabyJon : You go to fee idols of gold and fil- 
ver, before which all men proftrate themfelves : You go td 
regain the vain objeSs of human paflions, wealth, glory, 
and pleafure, which are the gods of this world, and whicft 
almoft all men adore : You will fee thofe abufes, which all 
the world permits ; thofe errors, which cuftom authorifes ; 
and thofe debaucheries, which an infamous fafhion has al- 
moft conftituted as laws. Then, my dear hearer, if yon 
wifli to be of the fmall number of true Ifraclitcs, fay iri 
the fecrecy of your heart. It is thou alone, O my God f 
whom we ought to adore. I wi(h not to have connc6lion 
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jjjrith 9 people, which fcnows thee not : I wiU have no other 
Uw than thy holy law : the gods, which this foolifh mul- 
titude adores, are not gods : they are the work ot 
the hands of men ; they will peri(h with them : Thou 
alone, O my God ! art immortal ; and thou alone deferv- 
€ft to be adored. The culloms of Babylon have no con- 
neftion with the holy laws of Jerufalem : I will continue 
to worfiiip thee with that fmall number of the ' children of 
Abraham, which ftill in the^idft of an infidel nation com- 
po&s thy people : With them, I will turn all my defires 
towards the Holy Sion : The Angularity of my manners 
will be regarded as a weaknefs ; but blefled weaknefs, O 
my God ! which will give me firength to refill the torrent 
of cuiloms, and the fedudion of example : Thou wilt be 
my God in the midft of Babylon, as thou wilt one day be 
in Jerufalem. 

Ah ! The time of the captivity will at laft expire : Thou 
wilt call to thy remembrance, Abraham and David : Thou 
wilt deliver thy people : Thou wilt tranfport us to the holy 
city : Then wilt thou alone reign over Ifrael, and over 
the nations which at prefent know thee not. All being 
jdeftroyed ; all the empires and fceptres of the earth ; all 
the monuments of human pride annihilated ; and thou 
alone remaining eternal, we then ihall know, that thou 
art the Lord of boils, and the only God to be adored. 

Behold the fruit which you ought to reap from this dif- 
courfe ; live apart ; think without ceafing, that the great 
number work their own deftruflion : Regard, as nothing,. 
all cuiloms of the earth, unlefs authorifed by the law of 
God : mi r&mmh^r, th^t bdf m^uhiAf^ m ^ ^^ been. 

It 
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, It is thus, that after diftinguilhing yourfelves from the 
finful on earth, you will be glorioufly feparated from them 
in eternity, 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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SERMON IlL 

THE PISGUSTS ACCOMPANYING VIRTUE., 



John x. gi. 
Then the Jews took up Jlones again, tojlone him, 

15ehold then, my brethren, the ' marks , of gratitude 
which Jefus Chrift receives from men ; behold the confola- 
tions which Heaven prepares for him in the painful exer- 
cife of his miniftry. There he is treated as a Samaritan, 
and poflefled by the devil : Here they take up flones to 
ftone hira. It is thus that the Son of God has pafled all the 
time of his mortal life, continually expofed to the moft ob* 
ftinate contradiftion, finding only hearts ihfeiifible to his 
kindnefles,' and rebellious to the truths which he announced 
to them, yet never did he allow the fmalleft fign of impa- 
tience, or the leall complaint to efcape him. 

And we, my brethren, we, his members and his difci- 
ples ; alas ! the fmalleil difgufl^, the fmalleft contradi£lions 
we experience in the praftice of virtue, revolt bur delica- 
cy ; from the moment we ceafe to relilh thofe attraftions, 
that fenfibility which foftens every thing to be found pain^ 
ful in duty, there is nothing but complaint and murmurs ; 
troubled, difcouraged, we are tempted almoft to abandon 
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God, and to return to the world, as a more agreeable and 
commodious mafter : In a word, we would wiih to find no* 
thing in the fervice of God, but pleafure and confolation. 

But our divine Mafter, in caHing us tor his fervice, ha^ 
he not declared, in exprefs terms, that the kingdom of 
heaven h only to bf g?iia.ed by con^queft ; ^nd that none 
but thofe who do violence upon themfelves, can force it ? 
And what do thefe words fignify ? Unlcfs, that entering 
into ihe ferviice a£ God, - we ate Jiot to promife ourfelves, 
that we (hall always find in it a certain fweetnefs, a certain 
reliih, which deprives it of all pain, and caufes it to be 
loved ; . on the contrary, it i$ almoft certain, that in k we 
Ihall experience difgufis, and contradi£lions which will ex» 
ef cife our patience, and put oux fidelity to frequent trials ; 
that we fball often feel the weight of the yoke, without 
feeling the unftion of grace, which renders it light an4 
cafy ; becaufe piety effentially pppofes the gratifi^atioii of 
bur former taftes, and origix>al inclinations, for which, vc 
always pr^eferve fome unhappy remains of tendernefs, an^ 
which we cannot mortify, without making the heart fuffer ; 
that befides, wc fhall have to undergo the eternal caprices 
of an inconilant and volatile heart, fo difficult to fiy, that 
without reafon or foundation, it is .difgufied in 9 moment 
with what it formerly loved moft. Behold, my brethren, 
what we ought to have expefted, when we embraced the 
caufe of virtue : Here, it is the time of combat and trials ; 
peace ^nd felicity are only for heaven ; but notwithfiand- 
ing this, I fay, that it i$ unjufl: to form the difagreeable 
circumftanccs which may accompany virtue in this life, 
a pretext either to abandon God when we have begun ta 
ferve him ; or to be afraid tp ferye him, when we have be- 
gun to know him* 
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fitliold my reafons : In the firft pkct^ be'csnxfe difgullf 
ard irievitable in this life : Secondly, becaufe ihoft dt fu 
tty are not fo bitter a^ we imaging tb6m to be : Thirdly^ 
becaufe th^y arelers fothan thbft of th^ wdrTd : Fdurthiy^ 
becaufe^ were they equally fo, th^y yiit poffefs refourcW 
which thofe of the world have not. L^ us inveftigat^ 
thefe edifying truths, and implore the affiftance of divine 
grace towards their proper explanttion; 

Ref LECtrON I. I faiy, ift the firft pike*, beciufc difguHi 
are inevita(}le in this fife. Aks ! We complain, that tht 
iervice of God difgufts us; btit fuch is the condition of thii 
mifcffabie life. Man boi-n fiilly to enjoy God, cahhot b* 
happy heife belo\^r, vrher^ be never but iriiperfeflUy poflefte5 
him ; difgufis are a ti^ceflary cbnfeqaeftce of the inquii^i 
tude of a h^ait Which is dut of its place, and is un?ible ii 
find it on tht earth ; which f^eks to 6iL itfeflf, but cailndt 
yfrith all the created beings which fiirround it ; Which, difi 
gafted with every thing elfe, attaches itfelf to God ; but btin^ 
Unable to poiTefs hiibas fully as it is capable of doing, feeli 
a4vi^ftys that fomething is Wanting to its hajipinefs ; atgitatet 
itfelf, ill ordei- to attain it, but can never completely reach 
it here ; finds in virtue althoft the fanle void and the famft 
difgufis it had found in fin ; becaufe, to whatever degree of 
grace it may may be exalted^ there ftid rieinains much td 
accomplifh before it can arrive at that f ulnefs of Hghteoufneli 
and love, which will poifefs our whqle heart ; will fill all 
6urdefir^8; eTCtinguifii all our paffions ; occupy all our 
thoughts a and which we can nfevd* find but iii heaven. 

Were i4 poffible to bei happy in this World, We fliould 
undoubtedly be fo in ferving God ; becaufe grace calrfil 
our paffions ; moderates our defires, confoles oar fuffer- 
ings, and gives us a foretafle of that perfc£t happinefs we 
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^xpeft; and which we (hall not enjoy^ but in a.btefifed 
immortality. Of all the fituations in which ipan jpan find 
hjmfclf in this life, that of righteoufnefs undoubtedly 
.brings him.neareft lo felicity; but as it always leaves bim; 
in the path which condu£ls to it, it leaves him likewife ftill 
vneafy, and in one fenfe miferable. 

We are therefore unjufl; to complain of the. difgufls 
which accompany virtue. Did the world make its follow- 
ers happy, we ihould then have reafon to be diflatisfied, 
at not being fo in the fervice of God ; We might then ac- 
cufe him of ufing his fervants ill ; of depriving th^m of. 
an happinefs which is due to them alone ; that far from at- 
tra£ling, he reje£ls them ; and that the world is preferable 
to him, as a more cpnfolingand faithful mafier* 3ut exa-i, 
mine all flations ; interrogate ail iinners ; poi^fult in rota-, 
tion the partizans of all the different pleafures, which the 
yrorld promifes, and the difFerent ps^ffiqn^ whic|i it infpires ; 
the envious, the ambitious, the voluptuous, the indolent,, 
the revengeful ; none are happy ; each cpmplainjs ; iio one 
is in his place; every condition has its inconvenienci^ ;, 
and forrows are attached to every ftation in life ; Thq 
world is the habitation of the difcontented ; and the dif- 
gufls which accompany virtue, are much more a confe*, 
quence of the conditipii of, this mortal life, tbpn any imr 
perfeftion in virtue itfelf. 

Befides, the Almighty has hi^.reafons for leaving th^ 
'moft upright fouls belpw in^aftatej^in fomc refpefts, al-, 
ways violent and difagreeable to nature : By that, he 
wiflies to difgufl us with this miferable life ; to make us 
long for our deliverance, and for that immortal country »; 
where nothing fhall more be wanting to our bappinefs* 
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*"I fee! within me (fays the Apoftic) a fatal law in oppofi-t 
tion to the law of Ood } the good that I would, I do not; 
jbat tfee evil which I would not, that T do. Now, if I do 
•hat I wouki riP<J» it iat no more I that do it, but fin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that when I would da 
good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of 
God af t6r t¥e inward man ; but I fee another law in my mem- 
bers, warring againft the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of fin which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am ? who fliall deliver me from th<» 
body of this death f Behold the moft natural effeft which 
the difgufts attached to virtue ought to operate in a Chrif- 
lian heart : Hatred of ourfelves ; contempt of the prefent 
life ; a defire for eternal riches ; an eager anxiety to go and 
enjoy Qod, and to be delivered from all the miferies infe- 
pardl>le from this moiul life. 

• Befides, were vittoe always to be accompanied withfen- 
fible confolations ; did it continually form for man an hap- 
py and tranquil^ Hate in this world, it would become a tem- 
poral recompenfe ; in devoting ourfelves to God, we 
ftoruld no longer feek the good of faith, but the confola- 
ttons of felf-ldve ; we woiild feek purfelves, while pre- 
tending to feek God; we would propofe to ourfelves, 
in virtue, that confcious tranc^uillity, in which it places 
the heart, by. delivering it from thofe violent and reftlefs 
paffions which tear it continually, rather than the obferv- 
ance of the. rule^ and the duties which the law of God 
impofes on us. The Lord would then have only mercena- 
ry and interefted worlhippers, who woulfl come, not to 
carry his yoke, but to repdfe themfelves under the ihadow 
of his voice ; workmen, who would ofier themfelves not 
fo much to labour in his vineyard, and fupport the fatigues 
Vol; I. L of 



ef tbe dajr, a»4 tIiet>ppFdflion'o( tliefa6«t/ 8$ ftllif^iaq^ 
ixx tranquillity the firuiis : ' Servaritsc tirhd, &r irbisi imp90^4 
kig their talent for tBe benefit of tb&fcr^SatS^i iMi&Miwmk 
h to ftbeir oWa utilitjrvahd employ -ittioQi^ifOI' feboiilf ofpll 
advadta^«. 

Tbe npright live by f aebb ; ndv faitb iiep<$9y bm tajojA 
not in this World ; all is yet to cehys^ fm CbFt&idtm^' tlmt 
<^ountry, tbrir richest, their pleafuces; their t^^ritanqe^ 
their kingdom ; the ptfefent is n6t hf tbesn* Htre; h i» 
the time of tribulatioii^atid afilidida-^ Kete, k itf at pAaoc^ ofi; 
e-xiky and a foreign cotrntry^ where ttdgt^ and fightf be^ 
come tbe only confoiation of the lattMul ; it is unr eafbna*' 
iile to expe6l delights in a place wisere eveijr thtflfg rejcaiif 
/" the remembrance of our miferies ; wfaei^e every, dniq^ 
prefents new dangers to us ; wbeie we Isvre fnmottndeds fajr 
rocks ; where we are a prey to a thoufand enemies ; where 
every Hep indangers» our deftrnfiion ^ yfhem all o^d^r* 
are marked by fome new infidelity ;: #faf ye, deisii«»Qd> nfj^ 
to ourfelves, and without the affiftancetrf' beanrein: ^^d** 
nothing but evil- where we fpread libe-CGKmfption-of our 
heart over the' ffhall portion, cvea of good^ whieh ghsMU^' 
enables usr ta accomplifli; it ifr nnreafonabte, I fayv. t0' 
fcek felicity and human' confolations in a crfidence br.tm» 
lancholy and difagreeable tor the children' ofi God* TThe. 
days of our mourning and iadnefi are in thii. world ^ tbofii: 
ot peace and joy will come afiterwards: If,i'by abaodon«« 
ing God, we couM acquire real happinefs, out inconftancjr 
w«uld feem at leaft'fio have an excufo; but as I have ak 
ready faid, the t^brld has its difgufts asweH as virtue; by 
changing our mafier, we only change oar panilhniem ; in: 
diverfifyin^ our paffiohs, we only 'diverfijy onr {anoms^ 
The wodd ha» more fmiling afpeflsy I cos£ei«y than Tif^ 

tiie> 



THE DISGU;»?4 eLU^&t4XWtWG VIRTUE. ,^ 

vif Tpiril.; and^iipejcavet are i«eivttebl«^.»l this tif^ 
smd^mm nmft cnco^aterdifgulb ei^er on the part of the 
wofld'ov of, vkstue* cftniW;!^ bidanceJor aniomeiii p 1$ k 
•not' ptefieraUe to £u&r ^mcntikionfly. tfaan t;i9 fuffer. in vaifi ; 
«ad4ie %Ufi «Q pkce our £u&riflig3 <k»i)r aviQKgit ihf 4lum^ 
taR^cff .ous^yrioHtt? Firfttcuth: .I>i%db9C€iifl^evjt9ble iH 

.< R£Fi|saT* Ijl. fiat I £if»^^ in the jbconl placet ibatihoC^ 
mi pmif arecfipt fo.bitior as vm icprdcnt ibete to tsmtJklveti 

» i^ar«. ^fa^hDeoi ^hfaongh '^vs agn^c thdt tbr (gingdloAi 
•fj Ooilvfiiftvs.yidonceQ/.ifa^ ;Jefu<L vCbnft ip 0091^ 
In. order to make Reparations and retrenchments which 
coft much to our nature ; that the period of the 
fBttfimt iiifa ii thCtiem irfi:tte'bid)b/9f .(h^ Itf^ vS^n^ 

in ;»T&riit0 re«cmcilei[«A stfiliGpdi v^ »|«^ i^^gifji by wdgt 
itig ,9 cq»L i^irt agaifitt 0uiSdnc$iiyiif^[k':if^. ^t foU^^^ 
tkntttke iotio£ a fimi; wltoi£ef^m:tbs/»Ui4 -k'tPLJ^d piit^i 
Mdb'tliikk Ae'difgOlU )wjbtisb^^ fl%^^ sv^ fi^ bi^ 

ACT » this V4wld«ve]irc&llt^^r/Vif%||e!bft4LonJpj^pf«^^4i^ 
€«8 0£ tbei«itti:aad.df vtbQ I^^IBoiM afai^if 1 M k^^nori 

B06 flick as^Ao;fettder:k:;al coiiditkm Ylhfii^ii|rj9:«Mgbt tp &f^ 
ircofi aa i^upportabk and ivcfttdied^ - . : • ; 

J • • -T '.r . " ' ' ■• . ; .:l) : • ' *. \ ■ 

* Soiv ill <Ae firfti»htti^« we!are (hri^o^<laft il from ibci 
Afgii^icrf tiie wdirld aitd^ t^e paSotti ^ .assdl iikrer« ; virtuie to 
poffefe 4^kfy the fiogie .ad vasnage a£ pkdioig us . &fe frosm 
die tempdbs of tke paflioni; ffom pfaiienfies;, jealoufies^ 
fttfpiciofiSt '»d' bkuaoab-oi heart; froia the ^ void of.» 
- >» worldly 



WprldSy ItCcj wli«|ir bf t|Jrhii% to God, wG-fl^uia «^a. 
only our freedom ffiDtii the yoke of tjie worM ; otir being: ^ 
|>laced abpve the reach of its hopes; of iu revaliiH6a«^~ 
troubles, and > eternal changes ;. the. becooting^s n^BkhijM* 
our own hearts^ and being dependeni on none b^t^ororif, 
feives; our having mne but God to account with^ our n» 
longer fatiguing ourfi^Iycs in vaio, .^jqurimog aftfr.phan^. 
Corns, which continually elude our grafp ; alas ! .Xhe.li6ft . 
of a juft foul would always be worthy of envy ; whatever 
intght be the bitter drccaziftanpes..acc6i]3|pan7iOjg=vii^e, 
they would flill be a thoufand times more fupportdble thlm 
the pleafures of the world.; and to mourn with the people 
<if God, would be infinitely pre£efahle to participa^inl^ in 
the infipid and childi(h pleaTuoreft of.'the cbddjreii oi tlM^. 
t^e. : > .:■ 

Secondly* If virtue ^oes^ not prof^ft its from the aAicif 
tions and difgraces inevitable u^cta-Ai^ «mb« it -at leiA 
foftens their afpeiity i it roakeft our heart fubimffivc la 
God ; it makes i^ kif< the hand which is ratfedf up. agatnft 
Us ; it discovers in the blows with which Ae Lord afilifiir 
US* either a cure for our pafiions, of^tbejuft puifHhmieot 
ef our crimesi. And were virtue to ^have only the pmii^ 
lege of diminifiiing our griefs, by dimiailhiitg ourjaitadni^ 
:ftients ; of rendering us k{s feeling to our loffes, .by^gra^ 
dually dfitaehitig us fromalUfaeot^afis wbielt'tvB^ asayrcmr' 
day lofe; of preparing our foul ioi affli£tio]i» hyi kecptt^.-^^ 
it continually fubmiflive to God; were virtlie to poflefs* 
this confolation alone ;• iilas I ougbt^;<^e jtoJbro^^t tttid c6hi» 
plain oi any hitternefs which attend it? What more cajfi^ 
be defired in this.mifeiableJiliey where^abnoft all-our dayv 
are difiinguiflied by new affli^ionii apd adverikiiQS ;, ^i^xete 
every thing efcapes our graif ; :wheiseri>ujr^rc:lai^p$, fijeiidt 

and 
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^ad 'p?t)te6lors, are^vei^ moment fnatched from us, ai)4 
e&ntmually falling around us^f where our fortune has na 
fcir|ement,i but changes its appearance ev€;ry day ; alas I 
:M^t more' can be defired than a fituation which confoles 
lis on 4hefc, events J fupports us, in thefe ftorms;. calms us 
in tbefe agitations ; and which, in the eti^rnal changes 
yf/bvch take place here below, leaves us at leaft always the 
lame ? 

Thirdly, 'thok reluftance^j^and difgufts, which revolt us 
fo ftrongly againil virtue, in reajity confift only in repref- 
$ng. tbe paflions which render us unhappy^ and are the 
fource of all our pains ; they are remedies a little grievous 
to be fare, but they ferve to cin-e evHs which are infinite- 
J^ more fo ; it - is a conilraint which fjaitigues us, but 
which, in fatiguing, delivers us frpm a flavery which 
weighed us down ; k is- a bitternefs.' which mortifies the 
paffions, but which in mortifying, weakens and calms them ; 
it is Ta fword which pierces the heart to the quick; but 
which makes the cdrrtipt«d and defiled matter to flow out 
fr»m it; in £o mwh^ that in the vfery moment of the 
wound's grcateft agony, we experience the comfort and 
certaint}^ of a cure: Thefe are maxims which revolt our 
natiu'e;arid. inclinations ;< blit which, in revolting,' recal. 
diem to order and rule. Thus, the bitterneis and the thorny 
of- virtue have always at Igill a prefent utility, which rccom- 
penfef theirharflmefs ; in difgufling, they purify us ; in prob-» 
ii^; they core us ; in paining, they calm us. Thefe are not 
likethe difgufts of the world, of which nothing remains to us, 
butthe bitternefs of the fe fatigues, of thofe conftraints which 
our paffions impofe on us ;* and whofe only fruit is, that of 
augmenting our miferies, by fortifying our iniquitous paf- 
fions : thefe are ^ot the worldly violences which lead to 

' nothuig ; 



notliing; are of no value; anafrcqaeflflyTerve' drilf W 
render us hateful to thoffi whom we -would* wifli to ple^re^ 
which' remove to a* greater diflarice frorii us,- tie faVoiifi 
we wifii to merit ty them'; which* always 'fcave ils' oilf 
. hatreds, our tlefire^, our uheafiniefles/ and^cmf palhsf 
Thefe are videhces which adViahcie the work of our fttiRt- 
ficirioni which ty degrees deftroy within us ihe Work df 
fin ; which perfeft, which adorn us ; which add eveiy iay 
a new fplendour to our foul, a new folidity to our virtues, 
a new force to our faith, a new facility to oiir approaches 
towards falvation, a new firmilrers to our good dcfires, add 
which bear long with them the fruit that rewards and cbh** 
foics us. •.;/.. 

I do not add, t)iat the fource oF our dlfgtiffis is in bur^ 
fclves rather than in virtue ; that it is our paflidns 'which 
give birth to our repugnances ; that Virtue has nothing lii' 
xtfelf but what is amiable ; that were our hearts not deprav-J 
ed through love for the flefh, we would find rtothing fWeefe 
and confoling but the pleafures of innocence; that we* ariJ 
born for virtue and righteoufnefs ; thatt thefe ought t8 be 
our firft inclinations, as they are odr firft diftiniftion ; anfl 
if ive find differeiit difpofiti'ons within 'us, it leaft wehavd 
liot virtue, but only ourfelves to blanie, t couM "add, ilfet* 
pexiiaps it is the peculiar charafter of our heart, ' whicii^ 
fpreads for us fo much bitternefs through the dettil df k 
Chriftian life ; that being bom perhaps with more'livelyi 
paflions, and a heart more fenfible to tTie woild aid^td 
pleafure, virtue appears more melancholy and infupporta1>le 
to us ; that not finding in the fervice of God the fame atii 
tra£lion which we have found in that of the world, bui* 
heart, accuftomed to lively and animated pleafures, is ntf 
longer capable of reconciling itfelf to 'the expefled drea- 

rinefs 
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Jttittl^.of a Ohdfliarct life; that the enAel^ dt^^icm hk 
f/fJnthvft hitvr lived, refiders the uniformity of duti^ft 
jBmc irkfonte to vis; the agitation ei parties slnd pteafure's, 
tefeisement more, diigufling ; dbr total {uihnifSatk to th^ 
puffion^i prajrdr more painfiii ; the frivolous maxima wi^ft 
yffrish own ihiikda. are occvpiedy the truths oi £aith mofd 
i&jf^^rd; and more ahkwowii; tliat oini mind being filled 
with only. Vain things : with fabulous readmg, i-f Aolhin^ 
worfe ; with chimerical adventures, and theatrical phan- 
|oni^^ i§ ik> longer capable of reliihing any fting folid; 
(hat xieveir haf ihg aecuftomed ovr&live& to ai9y rbin^g feri*^ 
9fi|Si it 10 rare ihad the ferioufiaefs of piety doe^iio^ drTguft 
UAf and that we find Ood to ow taiSe^ H I'dlEireto fpi^ak 
in tbi9 manner, iire who have never nefiflfed' dtif thing bu€ 
A^ warM and its .Taih Hopes, Thi9 beiwg the cafe, wi^aft 
kappincjs wheni we: broi^. back- tx) viitoe, a hea^r^f yat incor^t 
irapfed h^ the world! Whai faappinefs to enter into the 
litryicei q£ Godi, widk happy incKtiarion^, and fome re^ 
l^atns o€ our ovi^nar kuioGence ! Wheur we begin early 
101 knowthe Lo^d ; wheb w« return: to him.in thai firft fila- 
ibiv of our life',; when- this. worMi has not yet made fi^h 
pTofaond andidef]terate inspreffion» $ when the paflions /lit) 
'm their growth^ ^bend eafily towards good,, and maiie v^ir^ 
tw,« as:itwet!e,.ajnaahirai: inclination to iJKst What happi-- 
m[%'yAKm we fasve beenablbtaput an; early check upoYi 
our hedrt ; : w&cn we have.sttrcuftdmed it ta bear the yoke 
pf tibs Lord ; aisd when we bave arrefted.i almoffi m their 
lufaiscy, pafiMOis, whirb render us mtferable ivi our guilt, 
and .which lilawife occafion all the Bkternefs oi (»xr vir- 
tties I How many uneafinefFes, how many pang^ does it 
pw^^t ! How many confolatiows doers it prepare ? Hoiuf 
tBmif comtorts^ fpread through the reft ol: life ! and what a* 
diffdrenc^for the eafe^ajad tra<nquii]ity oi our future years^ 
* . betwixt 



f8 . -s.xva^ o3» xir. 

tietivikt dajp'i whofe primitive opes h^ve been j>ti]'e,' 3til 
thofewhicb» infefted in their fource, have. felt flow front 
thence a fatal bLtternefs ,^hich has b{afted all^heir joys, 
and fpread itfelf through all the recnaihder of their career f 
It is ourfelves alone, fays a Jibly Father, who render vir^ 
tue difagreeable ; and we a^e wrong to complain of an ev3; 
in which we have fuch a fliare ourfelves, : or xo auribute 
faults tp virtue, which are our ownrhandy-woric. 

Rut granting thefe refleflions.to have even lefs folidity'; 
were it even true, that .we are not the firft»and original 
caufe of our difgufts at virtue ; it is at leail inconteftibley 
that the longer we defer our return to God, the more io* 
vincible do we render that diftafte whi^h feparates.us from 
him ; that the more we (brink and draw back, the move 
do we fortify that repugnance within us to virtue ; that if 
the Chriftian life offers at prefent only melancholy' and te»» 
dious duties, th^ey will appear more infupportable in pm* 
portion as we grow old in the ways of the world, and in tb|^ 
tafte for its iniquitous pleafures. Could the delay of ouc 
converfion^ fweeten the bitter .and painful portion of vir. 
tue, by holding out a little longer againft grace, could WQ 
obtain a more favourable compofition, as I may fay » and as 
an article of it, ftipulate, that piety ihould afterwards, bo 
prefented to us with more charms and graces, and with 
conditions more agreeable and flattering : alas 1 whateTCC 
rifles we may run, by 'deferring it, the hopes of fofteningA 
our pains and fufferings might ferve in fome meafure ta 
excufe our delays. But delay only prepares new forrow^ 
for us ; the more we accuilom our heart to the world, the^ 
mbre do we render it unfit for virtue : It is no longer, ix^ 
the Prophet, but a polluted yafe, to which the paiEons we- 
have allowed to fettle ia it, have communicated a tafle? 

and 
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Bod fmd] of death, which generally laft the remainder of 
hk. Thus, my fcrcthren^ when after a long courfe of 
crimes, and deeply-rooted pafSons, we muft return to God^ 
what obftacles do ndt thefe (rightful difpofitions prefent ! 
What infenfibility towards good do we not find within our- 
fdves i Thofe hearts, which the world has always engroff- 
cd, and who afterwards wifli to confeCrate to God the re- 
mains of a life entirely mundane ; what a buckler of brafs, 
fays a Prophet, do they not oppofe to grace ! What hard- 
nefs'of heart to the holy confolatjons of virtue! They 
xhayfinditjuft; bttt it is impoffible, they fay, to find it amia- 
ble : They may return to God ; buttbey enjoy him no more : 
They may nonriih themfdves with the truth , but it is no 
Inore for them but the* bread of tribulation and bitternefs:: 
They may feck the kingdom of God, and the trcafure of 
the'gfofpel; but it is like unfortunate flaves, condemned to 
fearch for gold in the bowels of the earth, and wafte their 
ftrength againR the oppofing'tocks t They may draw for 
water from the wells of Jacob ; but they can only reap the 
toil ; they can ne^er partake of thofe comforts and confo- 
lations which bear peace and refrefliment to the foul : They 
wifli to draw near to God, yet ever)^ thing feparates them 
from him ; they wiffli to fly IVom the world, yet wherever 
ihey go, there they carry it with them in their heart t 
They feek the fociety of virtuous people, yet in their 
Company they find ^ wearinefs, ^nd a melancholj ftiflFnefs, 
which difgufis them with piety ftfelf : They apply them- 
felves to holy books ; and alas ! it is only a tirefome and 
fiitiguing decency which fupports their patience. It 
Appears, that in virtue, they zEi a borrowed charafter. To 
little does it become them, and fo much does their part 
conftrain and tire them : and although, in reality, they feck 
fiilvation, yet there appears a fomething fo foreign and con-c 
ftrained in their efforts, that we believe they only affume 
Vol. I. M the 
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the femblance b£ it; and that fieeling tbemfelves, MA tioni 
for virtue, they wifli at leaft to give tkemfelre^ th^ appear* 
9xicet of it. ^ 

.Difgufts and wearinefles £hoiiIil not, therefore^ clrive 9» 
from virtue ; fince, in proportion a^ we retire fro^n it^ tbej 
hecome every day more violent and infupportable. Bu( 
candidly, my brethren, is it for us to reproaci^ to Godf 
that we weary in his ferv^ce ? Ah ! Did our flave^and dq* 
meflici make us the fame reproach ; had they to lameptv thu 
wcarinefs they experience in our fervice, they wouldi ccr« 
tainly be entitled to complain^of it ; Ouretern^l humours^ 
from which they fuffer fo mu^h ; our fancies and caprice^ 
to which they muft accommodate themfelves; ourhouvs 
and moments, to which they muil fubje£l themfelves ; our 
pleafure3 and taftes, to which they muft facrifice their r^ 
and liberty ; our indolencei which alone colls- tketn fo 
much; qiakes them endure fo much ^irearinels ; pafs fo 
many melancholy jj|}ments, without our pv^n deigning U^ 
obferve it ; they undoubtedly would be entitled to com** 
plain of their cruel fituation apd fufia*ings« ^ 

Neverthelefs, fliould they venture to fay, that they wea- 
ry in our fervice ; that they reap not the Imalleft fatisfac* 
tion from it ; that they feel no inclinatton for us, and that 
every fervice they perform, is difgufting to a degree fcarcc-s 
ly fupportable : Alas ! We would regard them as fools ; 
we would find them too happy in having to fupport our 
humours and caprices ; we would think them fufficiently 
honoured, by being permitted to be near us ; and fully re- 
compenfed for all their fatigues. Ah, my brethren ! An4 
God, does he not fufficiently recompenfe thofe who fcrve 
him, that they fhould fupport any little difgufts or wearinefles 
which may be found in his fervice ? Are we not ftiU too 

happy. 
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k9|i^,.il}^t)tta 9<6epimce $f oar feHicen ihrfpi^ pf the 
rep^mmotfk wbich flsnder them cold ^nd Jai^^d t Doti 
b6 n<H ii^ciemly Idad'us with bleffings, ta be eodtkdto 
exaft .Qur fuflfemnoe o£ a lew flight Itrfows for his fake?^ 
Dde^i h^ nolt^romife us Hilt more, fbf&cienitiy preoiMs to - 
f#ce^n the trifling difgtiite attached to th^ fnifilm^t of hia 
OUdtns^^ccB ? * Mu>ft hot he 'find > it fitange, . that vil« drcia^ 
tiirv$9 liibo hold all for him, nvho exift only through himj 
and who expe& all from him, (hould complain of diflike 
to hil'feryict ?' Th&t vonns-of the earth, whofe only hdaft 
Is the hohoUr df, belonging td him, dare compkin of feelf 
ing no. inclination ibr.hinr^ and that it is both melancholy 
Md |v«arif6me^o.f0rv6or tobefaxtU'nl tobim? Is he then 
a 'mstfter Kke us 9 fancifnU intolerant, iiklDlent, et^hrely 
ocvupicii with faittiiel^ and who fepks only io raider himr^ 
felf happy, at the ^xpekice and comfokt of thofc who fetve 
Mim?' Unjuft that Weiare! We dare offer reproaches to the 
Allvif^yi whicli we would regard as 6utrages'Upon our^ 
ielvesy jf^om the mouths d£ our fiaves.l;: ? 



Second Triuh : The difgud^ whicl^ accoi^ipany virtue 
are 4)0(ifo bitter as we repr^fent them taourfelyes^ 

Reflect. III. Si^teVen were they fq, I have laid, in 
the third place, that they \i;oul4 ftill bjc infinitely lefs than 
t^ofe of the world : Aijid it is here, my brethren, that the 
teftimony of the world 'itfelf, and the f^lf-experience of 
worldly fouls, anfwer eVery purpofe of a proof. For if 
you continue in the ways of the world, and of the paflions, 
what is your whole, life hut a cou:uinual wearinefs, where, 
^by diverfifying your pleafures, you only diverfify your 
difgulls and uneafinefles ? What is it but an eternal void, 
where you are a burden to yourfelf ? What is it but a pom- 
pous circulation of duties, attentions, ceremonies, amufe- 

raentSy 



fingle advantage,, that of unpleafantly filling up momentfi^ 
which hang heavy upon you, and which- you know not oth^ 
crwife to employ ? Whafc is your life but a Bax andf reiu3e 
of defires, hatreds^ chagrins, jealoufies, and hope^, which 
poifon all your pleafures, and are the caufe that, furround- 
cd by every thing which ought to enfure your faappinefir; 
you cannot fucceed in being contented with yourfelvesS- 

What comparifon is there betwixt the pHrenfies oF the* 
paflions, the chagrin of a flriking negled, thefenfibilityof 
a bad office, and the flight forrows of virtue ? What com- 
parifon betwixt the unlimited fubgefHons to ambition ; tbo 
&tigues and toils of pretcnfidns and expeftancies ; th« 
l^ains to enfure fuccefs^ the exenidns and ftibmiffions ne^ 
ceflary to pleafe; di^ cares, uneafineifes, and agitatiotis,: 
in order to'exak ourfelve^'; and the Qight violences whicU 
affure to> us the kingdom of heaven ? What comparifon 
betwixt the frightful temorfes of the confcience, that' in. 
ternal worm, which inceflantly gnaws us ; that fadnefs of 
guilt, which underittines and brings trs low indeed; riiat 
weight of ittiquity^ whicfb overwhelms us^j that interna! 
fword,, which pierces us to the (^uick; which we k^pw 
not how to draw forth,, and carry with us wherever we go j 
and the amiable forrow of the penitence' which opperates. 
f al vation f My God„ can we complain of tbe<;, after knowl 
irig the world ; Can thy yoke appear grievous, after quit^ 
ing that of the paffidns ? And the thorns of thy crofs^ are 
they not ffowers, when compared to thofc which the ways 
of iniquity and the world have fown i 

, Thus every day we hear the worffiippers of the world 
decry the world they ferve^ complain with the utmoft 
diflatisfadion of their lot ; utter the keeheft inveftives 

afpiaft 
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cgBiBft' its injuAice and abufes ; cenfure, condemiiy and 
itifik it ; but find me if you can any truly pious fouls, 
who fend forth invcftives againft virtue ; who condemn 
or ddTpife it ; and who deteft their lot of being embarked 
in a voyage* fo full of chagrin and bitternefs. The 
world itfelf continually envies the deftiny of the virtuous, 
and acknowledges that none are happy but the upright ; 
but find me a tnily pious foul, who envies the deftiny of. 
the world ; who publiflies, that none are happy but its par- 
tifans ; who admires the wifdom of their choice* and re- 
gards his own condition as the moft miferable and the moft 
ibelift : What ihall I lay ? We have frequently feen fin- 
ners, who, through de^air and difguft at the world, have 
fled to the oppofite extremes ; lofe reft, health, reafon* 
and life ; fall into ftates of horror, and the black^ft melan- 
choly, and no longer regard life but as the greateft torment. 
But where are the righteous, whom the difgufts which ac^ 
company virtue have thrown into fuch dreadful extremi- 
ties ? They fometimes complain of their forrows ; but 
tl|ey QAl p'refer them to the pleafures ot the paffions : Vir- 
tue* it is true, may fometimes appear melancholy and unr 
pleafiug to them ; but with all her fadnefs, they love her 
miKh more than"^uilt ; They would wifli a few more fen- 
fible fupports and confolations from the Father of Mercies ; 
but they deteft thofe of the world : They fufier ; but the 
fame. hand which proves, fupports them; and they are 
not teinpted beyond their ftrength r They fed what you 
call the weight of the yoke of Jefus Chrift ; but in recall- 
ing the load of iniquity^ under which they had fo long | 
groaned, they find their prefent lot happy, and the com- . I 
parifon calms and comforts them. 

In efiefl, my brethren* in the firft place, the violences 
which we do to ourfelves* are much more agreeable than 

thofe 
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thofe which came from withouV ,^^,4 h^VP^ i^l fpite pfvm^ 
Now the violences of virtue^ are at leaft voluQ^aQr : Theip^ 
are croffes which we choofe from reafotit and inipofe yp^ 
on ourfelves from duty : they are often bitter^, but we^Q 
confoled by the refleflion of having chofen them. , Su| tb^ 
difgufljT of the world are forced croiTes, which fme^ Vfilhf 
out our being confulted : It is a hateful yoke», which i% 
. impofed on us ag^nft.our will 1 We wifb it ;,not ; wf ^tif 
it& it ;- yet neverthelefs we m\ill drink all xhe;bittqm9f& Of 
the cup. In virtue, we only fi^fFer, becaufe i^;i^ oiir iQ-f 
clinationto fufier : ](n the^ worid, we fufier fg^.mucb' tb^ 
more, in proportion as we. wjih it left, and as CA^r inclioat 
tions are inimical to our fuff^p^-ings.* ,. ^,.:.. 

. ' . . . ' . ' 

Secondly^ The difguftsaccompanying. virtue .are^a [bur- 
den only to indolence and lazi^efs ; tbefe. ^€ . rqpugns^ 
ces, bitt^ only to the Jfe^fe^ : But the difgi^ifis'f^ tht 
world ; ah ! they pierce to th^ quick i they mpiptify all ^bt 
pai&ons ; they humble prijde ; pull down vanity ;; ]ight nf 
envy ; mortify ati^ibition^ and none of our fe^hngs ^fcap^ 
the influence of their fadaef& and bjttefnefis.. ... 

Thirdly, thofe of virtue ararJenfiWe only in. thfjir firft 
operation : The firft efforts cpil us much ;. the fequel foftt 
cnsandtiai^quiilizesihem; ^heps^^ons» which i|re g^rneraU 
ly the oqcafion of any difgufl at yirtuei b^LVethis in, paiti-r 
cular, that the more we repre^ them, the i^ofe tra£^abl<| 
they be.come ; the violences we do to then),, gradually calm 
the heart, and leave us lefs to fufFer from thofe to 4:0010 1 
but the, difgufls of the world are always new ; as they aU 
ways find in us the fame pafSons, they always leavQ us.tbo 
fame bitternefles ; thofe which have gone before, only ren- 
der thofe that follow more infupportable. 

la 
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111 a word, the diTgufis of theworld inflame our paflions, 
and confequently increafe odr fufferings ; thofe of virtue 
-ivprefs them, and by thefe means gradually eftablifii peace 
and tianquilljty :in our ibui. 

Fourthly, The difgufls of- the world happen to thofe 
who moft faithfully ferve it : It does not treat them better, 
tiebaufe they are more devoted to its party, and more zeal- 
ous fbritd abufes; on the contrary, the hearts moftardent 
ior the worid, are almoft always thofe who experience the 
largeft Ihaire of its mortifications ; betaufe they feel more 
f<^nfibly its neglefl and injuftice : Their adour for it, is the 
fource of aH their utteafinefTes. But with God, we have 
only our coldnefs to dread ; for the difgufts which may 
accompany virtue, in general,- have only relaxation and 
idlenefs for principle ; the more our ardour for the 
Lord iiicreafesj the iiiore do our difgufts diminifli ; the 
more our zeal inflames, the more do our repugnan* 
ce» weaken; the more we ferve him with fidelity, the 
mope' charms and confolations do we find in his fervice ; 
It is by relaxing, that we render our duties' difagreeable ; 
it is by lefiening our fervour, that we add a new weight to 
eur yoke ; and if in fpite of our fidelity, the difgufts con* 
tinue, they are then trials, andnot puniftiments; it is not 
that confolations are refufed, it is a new occafion of merit 
which is prepared for us ; it is not an irritated Cod, who 
fluits his h^art to us; it is a merciful God, who puri« 
fieis our own ; it is not a difcontented mafler, who fuf- 
pends bis favours ; it is a jealous Lord, who wiihes to 
prove our love ; our homages are not lejefted ; our 
fnhmrfiions and fervices are only anticipated ; it is not 
meant to repulfe, but to aflure to us the price of our fuf- 
feilngs, by rejefting every thing which might ftill mingle 
the man with God ; ouj-felves with grace ; human fupports 

with 
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with the gifts of Heaven ; and the riches of faith with 4hc 
confolations of felf love. Behold, my hrethren, the laft 
truth, wilh which I fiiall terminate this difcourfe : Noton* 
ly the difgufts accompany virtue, are not fo bitter at thofe 
of the world, but they likewife poflels refources which 
ihofe of the worid have not. 

Reflect. IV. I fay refources : alas ! my brethren, we 
find none but in virtue. The world wounds the heart ; 
but it furniflies no remedies : It has its chagrins, but noth- 
ing to comfort them : It is; full of difgufts and bitternefs» 
but we find no refources in it; But in virtue, there is no 
forrow which has not its confolation ; and if in it we find 
repugnances and difgufts, we find likewife a thoufand re* 
fources which foothe them. 

In the firft place. Peace of heart, and the teftimony o^ 
the confcience. What luxury, to be at peace with our« 
felves ; no longer to carry within us that importunate and 
corroding worm, which purfued us every where : no lon- 
ger to be racked by eternal remorfes, which poifoned every 
comfort of life.: In a word, to be delivered from iniquity 1 
The fenfes may ftill fuffer from the forrows of virtue, but 
the heart at leaft is tranquil. 

Secondly, The certainty that our fuffcrings are not loft ; 
that our forrows become a new merit for us ; that our re- 
pugnances, in preparing for us new facrifices, fecure an 
additional claim to the promifes of faith ; that were virtue 
to coft us lefs. It \youId likewife bear an inferior price in 
the fight of God ; and that he only renders the road fo dif- 
ficult, in order to render our crown more brilliant and 
glorious. • 

Thirdly, 
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: 'thirdly 9 Submiflion to the orders of God, who has his 
Yeafons for refufing to ,us the vifible confolatipns of virtue ; 
ijirhofe wifdom confuju our intereft more than our paffions ; 
and; who has preferred bringing ut to -himr4lf by a left 
agree^le road, becaufe it is a more fecure one. 

Fourthly, The favours with which he accompanies our 
forrows ; which fuftain our faith at the fame time that our 
violences lower felfJove,; which fortify our heart in truth, 
at the fame time that our fenfes are difgufted with it : which ' 
xpake our mind prompt and fervent, although the fleib is 
weak and feeble; in fo much, that he renders our virtue 
fp much the more folid, as to us it feems melancholy and 
painful. 

Fifthly, The external fuccours of piety, which are fo 
many new refources in our faintings and thirft ; the holy 
royfteries, where. Jefus Chrift, himfelf the comforter of 
faithful fouls, comes to confole our heart ; the truths of 
the divine writings, which promife nothing in this world 
to the upright but tribulation and tears ; calm our fears, by 
informing us, that our pleafures are to come ; and that the 
. fufferings which difcourage us, far from making usdiftruft 
our virtue, ought to render our hope more animated and 
certain : In a word, the hiftory of the faint$, who have 
undergone the fame difgufts and trials ; confequently, we 
have fo much the lefs reafpn to complain, as charaders fo 
infinitely more pious than we have experienced the fame 
lot; that fuch has almoft alwavs been the condufl oF God 
towards his fervants ; and that if any thing in this life can 
prove his love towards us, it is that of hi.s leading us by 
the fame p^th that he did the faints, and treating us in this 
world in the fame manner as he did the upright. 

. Sixthly, The tranquillity of the life, and the unifor- 
Vol. I. N mity 



mity of the duties, which liave fuccfeede3 to the pbrend^ fot 
the paffions, and the tumult of a Worldly life ; which haV» 
provided for tis much more ha|>]))r and {>^ee^fol days than' 
thofe we had ever paflfed in the midft of difiipatiori f atatf' 
which, though they ftill leav6 us fomething to fuffeir^ y^- 
occafion us to enjoy a more tranquil and fupportable lot. 

Laftly, Faith, which brings eternity n^^rer to tis ; WhichT 
difcovers to us the infignificancy of worldly affairs ; that' 
we approach the happy term ; thit the prefent life is but af* 
rapid inftant ; and confequently, that our fuffering^ can-' 
not endure long, but that this fleeting rtioment of tribula-' 
tion aflures to us a glorious and immortal futurity, which 
will endure as long as God himfelf. What refources for 
a faithful heart ! What difproportion betwixt the fufferings 
of virtue and thofe i>f gutlt J It is in order to make us feel 
the difference that God often pernrfts the world to poffefs us' 
for a time ; that in youth we deliver ourfelves upto the fway 
of the paffions ; on purpofethat when he afterwards recalls us 
to himfdf, we may know by experience how much more 
eafy is his yoke than that of the world : I will permit, fays 
he in the Scriptures, that my people ferve the nations of 
the earth for fome time ; that they allow themfelves to be 
(educed by their profane fuperftitions, in order that they 
may know the difference betwixt my fervice and the 
fervice of the kings of the earth ; and that they iliay^ feel 
how much more eafy is my yoke than the fervitiide of 
men. 

Happy the fouls, who, in order to be undeceived, have 
had no occafion for this experience, and who have not fa 
dearly bought the knowWge of this world's vanity, and the 
melancholy lot of iniquitous paffions. Alas! finceat lafl we 
mull be undeceived, and mufl abandon and defpife it ; fince* 

the 
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ibflf ^y .^ill ccmfiiyfbm ve fl^iiU find it frivolous, dirgufting, 
^ mliUfpoft^hlc , jMrhe9 qf ail its fooiifli joys, there (hall 
fi9 hif^gfit Tf^^m IQ Ps, but the cru<*l reiDQrfe of having 
-^^^14^ ^ptbem ; the confufion of having followed them ; 
jl^.pbftacies/to good which they will have left iRQui-.heart ; 
\W^ }RQt anti^ipatie and prevent fuch iDeJ«0icholy regrets ? 
.W^Y' '9<^ <1(> t9-4ay9 wh^t we aUow onrfelves m»ft one day 
())e:i^>n€t ? Why wait till the world jba« foade fuch. deep 
:>^«|iHa|d^'in our i^lt, to run afterwards^ to reipedies, which 
^^sianpt r«-el^h1i& iif wkbout, greater pain, and coiling us 
,4pMtl7 4ear ? We .<;oinp(l9in of fome flight di/gujfts which 
^f^pinjpa^y. vijit^e; but alas! the firft believers, who, to 
^ff^ ^n^Kins of |(fa^ gC9^el» facrificed their riches, repata^- 
jJfQQ»,a9d life; who tfun to the fcaiFoids to canfefe Jefus 
!Qi^i^j; vbo puffed their days in cities, in prifons, .in 
. ^fl^w^c ^d in fiifferancc,. and to whom itcoft fp much to 
f^ve J^^a Cbrift ; did they oomplain of the hitlernefs c^ 
^iaief viqe ? Did they repipach him with rendering unhap- 
py tA#fe :who fervid bim ? Ah \ they glorified thqmfeWes 
ifi $i^k tribulation ; they pveferned ihame and difgrace 
vHli Jefus Chdft to all the vain pleafi^res of £gypt ; they 
jQ^icoaedasnpthin^ Rfbeek, firot, andev^ry inftrumeatof 
torture, in the hopes of a blefled immortality, which 
jAfouId amply T^pippenfe their prefisnt [fu&rings : In the 
jpoddft ^f tonponts, they chanted hymns ; ai)d regarded as 
a :|^n, the lofs of >aU« for the interefts of their .inafter, 
Ayj^a liC?, in the eyes of the^fle/h, is that of tbcfeua- 
f^ijfcuiiate JBoeiit prefcxibed, persecuted, <lriven from their 
4C^ufitry, ,bavingPAly dens and caverns for tbeir habitation, 
ffljpyfied evef y nffh^re as the honor oi the ^umverfe; be- 
ii^ncve^ei^ffihle t^^hl^ir friends, their felipw-citi^^s, and 
f);^ j^^Iation^ ! .Thl^y efteemed tbemfelvts happy in be- 
J^pging to Jefus Cbrift; in their opinion, they cpuid not 
>taoidearlyj}U7chafe the glory, of beii^ his difcipks, and 

the 



this confolatioh of pretending to his promifes : And wc^» 
my brethren, in the midftof too mafiy of the <convir«> 
niencies of life ; furrounded by too much abundance*, 
profperitry and worldly glory; finding, perhaps for oui* 
rois^fortime, in the applaufes of the world, which canlnot 
prevent itfdf from efteeming worth, the recorapenfe 6f 
virtue; in the midft of our relatidns, our children, and 
our friends; we complain, that it cofts us too much to 
ferve Jefus Chrift ; we murmur againfi the flight bittemeTs , 
we experience in virtue; we almoft perfuade ourfelvetf, 
that God requires too much of his creatures : Ah ! when 
the comparifon fliall one day be made betwixt thefe little 
difgufts which we exaggerate fo much ; and the crofles, the 
wheels, the fires, and all the the tortures of the martyrs'; thb 
aufteritiesof the anehontes ; the fails, the tears, andfufier- 
ingsof fo many holy penitents ; alas ! we ihall then bhift 
to find ourfelves almoft fingle before Jefus Chrift ; wc, 
who have futfered nothing for htm ; to whom his kingdom 
has coft nothing ; and who individually bearing before hit 
tribunal more iniquities than a number of faints together, 
cannot, however, in aflembling all our works of piety, 
compare them united to a fingle inftance of their exertions. 

Let us ceafe, therefore, to complain of God, fince he 
has fo many reafons to complain of us ; let us ferve him 
as he wifhes to be ferved by us ; if be foftens out yoke, 
let us blefs his goodnefs, which prepares thefe confolations 
for our weaknefs \ if he makes us feel the whole extent bf 
ks weight, let us ftitl efteem ourfelves happy, that he 
deigns at that price to accept of our works and homage : 
With e<^al gratitude, let us receive from his hand confo* 
ktion of aflRifiidn, fince every thing which proceeds from 
• him aHke condu£ls us to him : Let us leaTn, to be as the 
Apoftle, in want or abundance, provided we belong to Jefus 

Chrift 
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Chrift ; the eiTential part js not, to ferve him with pleafure, 
it i$ not to ferve him with, fidelity. In' reality, my breth-» 
ren, in fpite of all the difgufls or repugnances which may 
aceompaoy virtue, there is-norieal or M'ue piea(ure:buV.Hi 
ferving God ; there is no folid^ cox^foiation to, be reaped, 
but by attaching ourfelves to him. No, (aid the Sage, it 
is fill] better to feed upoa tbehiead of wormwood and gall 
with the fear oi the Lord, than to live in the midft of 
pleafures and profane * joy», undcfr the laQi of his wrath 
and indi^DatioA* Alas 1. of whatpk^f^re'can we be d^«. 
pablje, -when we are the eaemie&of .God ? -What, pkafare 
can we tafti&, when we bear in our heart only th^ laiigaifli 
and bitternefs ot guilt ? No, fays the Sage once mQre« 
The £?ar of God c^n alone charm oor -weari«effes ; fpften 
Ottr-mt»iieBts of xathnQhoiy ; foothe our endlefs: aoguifii^ 
es; atidenableiUft to find 9 certain degree; of fweeinefs^ 
fy«a in the^vils incident tp our nature^ It is that which 
renders r^etirf^mejit fweet,.flnd enables usjto eiijoy . repofe^ 
far from' tbeiwoFld ?^ndi^ ^nmfementa ; It is that which 
make^ days pafs quickly, «(n4 occupies in p^ace and tran* 
quillity every momeiit ; and though apparently it allows us 
more leiCure than a worldly life, yet it leaves a.muchfnQEalU 
er portion to, wearinefs. 
.- . ■ •' ...q' 

. Great God ! What honour dotfs not tlie worid uninten-^ 
tionaUy pay to thy fervice ! .What an aflPe^ng eulogium 
on the deftiny of the upright is the lot of finners ! How 
veU; my God, thou knoweft, to extort glory and praiCe 
froni even thy entmies ! and hqw little «xciifethodleaveft 
to thofe fouls who depart from thy paths, (ince in order to 
draw them to virtue, thou makeil a refonrce to them ev^en 
of their crimes ; and emplo)peft thfinwana to recal them 
to thy eternal mercies* . . . • 

Now^ to God, &c. SERMON 
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Jkkd')ke TmfaxoMt ef ^kei S^kagbgzsei thd mUf\9d in$$ Si* 
u-.mtn€:s kaujih and SiTAon^smnft's maiher was' taken ztdtki^ 
gfofiot Jever : and they htpiu^' him f^r her. 

iNiiOtHiM^; more 'nacuraUjr t«piiefent^ the jtiiatidii of «i 
ittigwi and lakewarm fotil,* than thie ftate -of infirniky 
in wfaicfa Itfie gdpel here defciribe& > Peer's ino(faei'4ii-famr 
tohanre^beeiii It may be faid, 'that c<^kkiefs and indoknctft 
ia^be'Wtf^ of God, tlifcii^h^Mharwife ac^Ji^iiipanied wilfe 
aiffefite fro»] enormilk^, ia'a kind of fecret ahU^danger^ 
enk feiver, whiphgraduaHyundeniaiiie&>the powers of tb6 
foul, changes aH it^.gOQd difpofitibhs, "M^kehsftsfecHU 
tiesy infeiK&bly ^corrupts {ts inwa^rd paftsj feilters'iu "ptopetf^ 
fities, fpreads an univerfal bitternefe through afl «M dtttiea?. 
difgufts it with every thing proper, with all holy and ne- 
ceflaiy sc^bunifliinent \ and finiftea at lait, Hy a totdl eittinc* 
lion, and 4n inevitable death'. 

'. TMs langour of the foul, in the path of lalvation, ia fo 
Ihuicb the moice dangerous, a&'it is Jefs otferved. > 

• ^Gur> exemption (from opeh irregularity gives-lw confi-^ 
deftce ; the exteitnal regularity of condu£l; wfaith ttttra£la 
from men thofe praifes due only to virtue, flatters ^ j aaitf 

the 
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the fecrfet com^arifon wc niSkebf biirltoorah'^Uh theex- 
cedes of thafe avowed finners, ^hotntbe world' feind rticit 
paflions govern, unites to blind u^ : We regaM our fitu^- 
ation as a Sate, lefs perfe£l. indeed, biit always ceiftl^n of 
falvation ; feeing our confcience can oiHy reptoath^i with 
indolence and negligence in the difcharge of our duties ; 
too lenient a correftlon of oui^ appetites ; 'feff-loVe, and 
fome flight ihfideKtits, whieh do not bring death! to thi 
foul. Neverthelefs, fince the holy writings rejH^fent the 
adulterous and the lukewarm foul as equally rejefted by 
God ; and as they pronounce the fame anathema again (I 
tbofe who defpife the works of the Lot^d, and thofe who 
perform them with negligence, this ftate of coldncfs and 
languor in the ways of God, muft neceflarily be vety fuf- 
picious with regard to falvation, both from the prefent dif- 
^bttons which it gives tO the foul 5 and from thofe to 
which, fooner or later, it never fails to lead it, 

I fay, in the firft place, from the prefent difpofitions it 
gives to the foul ; ilamely, a fund of indolence^ felf-love, ' 
<)ifguft at virtue, infidelity, and deliberate difregard to 
every thing they believe not absolutely eflential in their Al- 
lies : Difpofitions, that form a ftate, ^ery doubtful of fat 
vatioti* 

Secondly, From thofe, to which, fooner or later, luke- 
warmnefs condu£ls tis ; namely, a forgetfulnefs of God, 
and an open and fliameful departure from every thing fa- 
cred. 

From thefe I wifli to eftablifh two capital truths in this 
matter, which expofe the danger of a lukewarm and infi- 
del life ; and which, from their importance, will furniftt 

us 
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lis with fu)»j^ for tv«ro difcourres. The firlt,.tbat;it is 
very -doubtfuly whether in this habitual (iate of coldnefs 
and languor, the lukewarm foul (as it believes,) preferves 
the righteoufnefs^and fanfiifying grace: upon which it 
grounds its fecurity. 

The fecond, That it were even lefs doubtful, whether 
it had prcferved or loft before God, the fanSifying grace ; 
at any rate, it is certain of being unable long to pre* 
fcrvc it. 

The uncertainty ol righteoufnefs in a ftate of lukeiwarm- 
nefs. This firft truth will be the fubje£l of the prefent 
Difcourfe. 

. The certainty of a departure from righteoufnefs in that 
fiate is the fecond truth, upon which, in the following 09^, 
I fliall endeavour to inftru£l you. 

. Part I. "If we fay that;W,e have no. (in, we deceive 
ourfelves, and the truth is not in us,'' fays an Apoflle. 
The pureft virtue below is never free, therefore, from 
ftain. Man, full of darknefs and paflions, fince the entrance 
of fin into the world, cannot always be fo attentive tp regu- 
larity, but that he muft fometimes be deceived, and err ; 
nor fo irapreffed with jnvifible good, but he will allow 
himfelf to be fometimes caught by worldly and oftenfible 
riches ; becaufe their impreflions on the mind are lively 
and quick, and they always find in our hearts difpofitions 
too favourable to their dangerous fedu£lions. 

The fidelity which the law of God exafts from juft fouls, 
excludes not, ther^fore^ a thoufand imperfe£lions, infepa* 

rable 
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rAW frtuii our nature, ami bom whkb the jmoft gisarcM 
and watchful piety canoot defend itfelE; but of eheilt, there 
ore two defcriptiods : The bfk, whicbhaj^n through our. 
ipeaknsfs, are lefi mfiddities thaa f^rpirilet, where the 
%iiei^t of cocnipckin preponderates over the incHnatiofior 
choke; and which the Lord, fay& Su AugitiUne, piermits 
to rennain io the moA faithful fouU» in order to nonrifli 
their humility ; excite their bnientations:; r^antntate their 
defines ; their difgufts at their prefent exikmesit, and their 
IcHAgings for its tenniination : Thefecond cla& are thofe 
which pleaft us ; which .we jtiAafy to ourfelves; which it 
appears impoffihte for ustiQtrefiOttiice; wiucb we look up^ 
OB as necefiary fweetners of virtue ; itb which We fee no^ 
thing criminal, becaufe we perceive not the guilt ; which 
fo^nk a part of the debberate and general f^ftetn of our 
loorais and candud, and conftitute that ftate of indolence 
and ccidaefs in the ways a£ Go^, which is the eaufe of 
Condemnation to fo many, born otfaerwifq, perhaps, widi 
fNTinciples ot virtue, deteftation of iniquity ; a* fund of re^ 
ligion, and fear ot God.; and happy difpofition^ for falvar 
tion. 

Now, I fay, that this ftate of velaxatioa and infidelity } 
this tranquil and continued negligence of every thing 
which perhaps appears not eficntia^l in onr duties ; this ef# 
• fisminate indulgence of all our defires^ fo long as they of* 
fcr not a^aa) guilt to our fight : In a word, this life, al^ 
together according to our animal nature, our humours* 
tcniperamentSf and felf-Iove, fo common with thofe who 
make a pubtic prc^ffion of piety ; fo fafe in appearance ; 
fb glorious even in the eyes of men ; and to whidi that 
general error attaches the names of virtue and regularity : 
I lay, that this is a ftate extremely doubtful, to attain falva.* 
tion; that it dertves ks fourcc from an irregular heart* 

Vol* L O where 
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where the Holy* Spirit no longer reigns ;: and that all; the 
rules of faith induce us to think, that a foul- of this def- 
cription is already, without being fenfible of it* fallen from 
righteoufnefs and grace : In the firft place, Becaufe the 
deiire of perfeElioneflential to Chriftjan piety, isextinguilhi> 
ed in his. heart. Secondly, Becaufe the rules of faith, aU 
moil always very uncertain in. the difiinflion of guik from 
venial errors, . with regard to other Tinners, are infinitely 
more To with refpeft to the unfaithful and lukewarm heart* 
Thicdly, Becaufe of all the external marks of a living and 
habitual chanty, there is not in it the fmalleft appearance 
of one. Let us inveftigate thefe truths ; for they are indeed 
worthy of your attention. 

Every Chrifton *foul is obli^d to bend every effort to« 
wards the perfe3ion of his date. I fay obliged : for although 
the degree of perfe^ion be not comprifed in the precept, 
to endeavour at, to labour for perfeflion is nevertbelefs 9 
commandment, and a duty elTential to every believer. Be 
ye perfeft, lays our Saviour, becaufe the heavenly Father 
whom ye ferve is perfeft. I can perceive but one efT^ntial 
point, faid St. Paul, viz. to forget whatever I have done 
to this period ; (and what, my brethren, wa3 be to forget ? 
bis endlefs. labours, continual fufFerings, and appflolic 
cQurfes; fo many nations converted to. faith; fo many ;ilr 
lufirious churches founded ; fo many revelations and prodi- 
gies ?j and inceffantly advancing to dircft my views to th^ 
jrttainment.of what I have yet to perform. The deli re of 
perfeftion ; the continued efforts. to attain it ; .the holy in* 
quietudes in confequence of the innumerable obfkcl.of 
which, check our prpgrefs,. do not therefore com prife on)|^ 
a fimple advice, and a praftice referved for the cloiAef 
and the defert alone, they form the effential fiate of 9 
Chrillian^ gnd the life according to* faith on this earth. 

For 
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' Fbr tie life* :according<o faith, which the juft mia ^: 
le^j,' is only' ah imrtrtjerripted licfire, that the kingdom of 
fiod/inay rbeatcompliflrcdJn our hearts. r-ahohresfget-rt^ 
toiforai'a:perie£l ifefcinbyn<;e in 'US- tb Jefus Chrift, 'and 
tdJBCFefeife eveii*toifc«'plcnitudcot' Aenewmw ; aconi 
tinnalilamfintatiori, excited! by the intcVnal fenfibility erf 
our 6iw^n<mif6nes,> a'nd by-ibe load of cofrtiption whicS 
pfffrhSks the foul,, and makes it to bear fo many marks 
ftiH 6f the worldly mari;' a dkilyAruggle 'betwixt the law 
of the Spirit; whieh':CQntinudiyvwiflfesto raife us above 
oar fenfuat appetitjis,' and, the : dominion of the ilefb; 
^viiieh incefianlly 4raws us ^acktpwards; ourfelves^: Such 
is the tote of faith, ! and of: Gbriftian. jiiety; .-Whoever 
y.ou bte, great, or of .humUe rank, prince. or fab^3, couri 
iier or/reclofe, behold 'the perfe6lion to wKicb^buar^ caiU 
ed ; behold the ground^wark,' and the:fpirit of'-^odr voesu 
lion. : The aufteriticsof !an; Anchorite ; ihe filejlceand fcf- 
iitude of the defert ; the poverty of the cloifter,- are not 
demanded of you ; but you are required to labour incef- 
fantly towards the repreffionof thofeitHepnardefifes, which 
ojpofc.themfelvcs to the law p( God:; tamortily.^hofe re* 
:beUiouik inclinatidns^ whi^hi fo unwillingly fubmit to order 
and duty ; in >a word, to advance as nluch as poiTiblei^ur 
perfeft conformity 'wkhJeffu^Chrrift: Behold the degree 
of petrfeftion to whicb. Cbriftian graee calls you, and tht 
efeniial duty of a juft foul. , 

' Now^ frpm the moment you give way to every inclina- 
tion, provided it extends not to the abfolute infraftion of 
tht prectipt ; frpm the moment you confine yoiirfelves to 
the effcmials of the. law ; that you eftablifli a kind o* fyf- 
tem of coldnefs and negligence ; that you fay to yourfel ves, 
•' We are unable to fuf>pdrt a more exa6l, or more exem 
*• plary life;" from that nuiment you renounce the defirc 

of 
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of feffe^itti.: Y^a- no longer |»rdpofetQ'iP^u«felMeliaa 
Imceafing ad^nancemeat towatrdstliairfiMiieQfpi^ aiid iidii 
ptb to whkb lbe:AliBi^)r caJts7!dii;, ainltowairds '^hkk 
]bifi.g^ce Jlever ceafes to impcKyoii.ia fecret :;Yott ao 
longer grieve oyer ifaofe milerttfia»d}««0akneffes».lkiffliiBEiw 
eal to your firoJBFrcA : Yoiu no longer wifii the kiDsgdoni of 
Geld io be eftabiiflied m )«)ta-ltearts c Yoattkancbfi, Aoem 
fore, from that moment, thegi^at wcR-kiaf. nghtentfnt&i 
at wbidi yovk are commanded to labour : You negileB thk 
care^f youribul : Your enter noK intolke defigns of gracCi 
On tbe cotrtrary, you check its bolyi^inprefltons : Yoo 
are no: longer Chrifliao; that is to fay« that this dirpo& 
tjoo alone, this iipmial imefition of:Iiinituig yotlrfelves ta 
the effentials, andof reganakiagaU idoie.reJla^iatBlabtt ^exi^ 
otSeK and "WarlLt. of fupererogaetiori^ is a flate <rf tfiiu aad 
dg^Af fince;it is an avowed tonteiupt of that grek coor^ 
mandfeenr* Mndk requires ua to bepediefi.; that is iabfi 
10 labour towards iiecoffiiag ibw .-..•« 

. ' ' ■ . . ' • * 

Nevertfaekfs, wbm me come to inihrod you iritii re* 
gard to CfariA^an pcribaiion^ you iook apon it as to be 
found only iacloffiers and felitodes^ and fc^-cely will yotf 
deigp to give the fma&eft attention, to our inihrodionsi 
You deceive yisurfelvea, tnylrretbven : The individualt 
vribo adopt retiretoent^ ^certainty employ aufteri^ies, fa^i 
ings, and watchings^ as means. «o fucceod in thai inorti£A 
eation of the paiTions, to which we are equally invited : 
They engage thenrfelves to a perfefiion of nMeans, vrhidb I 
cohfeis our fiate will not admit, of ; but the perfe&ion of 
the end, to which thefe meaas condufi, via. the co«k» 
mand and regulation of the adTeflions^ proper contetsrpt 
of the world, detachment iroin ourfei^vec, fui»mi{Iion of 
tbe fenfes and the fldh to ibe Spirit, and renovation of 
the heart« are tlie perfeQion of all fiatesi the engagement 

of 
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of- M fiHraftiarns, tnddb bmenustvot oar iiaiptiiTa. T0 
rendudce tfak p6rFe3ibn oth^tv&ier by Uitnt^ 
ifom choice, or in confeqiienceof our rank in tte worid^ 
taiaii-.«fiY*]nmatc;^ ienrual, ahd^nooridty iiie^motiaft oiif 
from Arikiog Mtormitiesy. is x^ rtaoonce .die Qiiriftian .calU 
ingi and change the grace of faith, which has made us 
lOBBibersi ic^l J^fus Cl^rft^ ixi»> liflcunicful attduoWohhy 
tndoleBco4 «' Firft rcafbh. . j /- >^ ^ » 

> Bin %ef«': this iftakieievmtfoi fo dubious fd» 'ftlvactbn; 
tfrkh irdlpeZl tortile defire of that perfediion effefitial to^ 
GfaiiAfan tiFe, and wiiiefa ^ «xtingmihed iti a lukewmnii 
and uttEnthful ibul, it would become -foi^ the imbecility 
wUdi it 06ca&>nsv and in 'w4iith it plaees itfeli^, oi diftitt.- 
guiAtngtiii: i» i^onduft <^' infidc)ki€S \^fa'kh may extend 
to: igailt;; fh)m thof« whkh may be t«rm«d finftple edors; 
for tfaougl^il is tt-ue^ that tslllTiius ^rt not fi^ vrfaieh* brinf 
deathi as&ti Johnobferves, af)Kl 4i2t Chriftian morality 
acknowledges errors^ whkh only grieve %ht Ifoiy ^pirk 
«rtthin vs ; and others which ^^tingaifh it- altogether in 
ifae foul--; ne^rthd^ibe jpules which it 'furniflies to dif. 
tingu^iDi'tiiefei canneith^fbe always rertaki nor "general 
atthe ttioment'they^e applied : Some' ci'rcumftanceis n^ 
btive to ouvfdves coAtbifiiaUy diange cheir n^tire. I 
{peak not here of • thofe navhif^ft and abfelMe tranfgreflions 
of the piveejpts marked in this ]4w, whkh leave no hefita* 
lion refpefiing the enormity of the ofence i 1-fpeak of a 
thousand doiitefnl and 4aily tfanfgreffions ; tff hatred, 
^eaieufy, evil-fpeaking, fertftraljty, vanity; idknefs, du- 
plicity, negligence intheptafticeoi our duties, and am- 
bition ; in aU whioh^ it is ext^ronely difficult to define 
}^w far the precept may be- violMed rNciw, I fay, that it 
is by the difpofition alone of the heart, that Ac meafure 
HfKlguik ^ thcGs (auks can be decided 1 that the rules 
: . there 
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there are ahrays urioeitain and cfiatigeabje:; iad th^fi^^ 
quentlv wtat'isbnly.weaknefs'ior. fupnfe in the juft, is 
guik and corruption not only in the (inherv hut likewife 
in the lukewarm and unfaithful JToul: Tips is\pit)ven' by 
the following examples taken i'rdn;i the Holy writing*^ 

Saul,: in difobedience to the order bf the liard,. fpared 
the king of the Amalekites, and .the mo& precioas fpoHs 
of that infidel prince. The crime does not appear confider- 
able ; but as lit proceeded ironk^i^nA df ?pndei of reUka- 
tion in the ways of God, and a yatn compJ ajIfaSfffc ^iin his 
vi3ory ; this a£lion is the conxmeac.em^nt of his reproba-i 
tibn, and the Spirit of God withdc^ws itfelf from himw 
Jofliua, on the contrarf% 'to<>; credulous, fpares the Gibe-f 
onites, whom the. Lord had <:oninianded him' to extermi- 
nate : He wept not before the ark toconfi!ilt hint previous 
to his alliance with the(i? impQft(>rs, But thk^infiddity 
beirtg an aft of precipitancy, a^d furprife; rafter, than a 
difobedience 4 9nd proceeding. frdm 9 heart ftill faithfuU- 
religious, and fubmiflive to G0d» it appears flight in his 
eyes, and the pardon almoft immediately follows thd crime/ 
]^Qw if this principle be incQ^^rovexiiibie, ppon what do 
"you depend, when you regard your daily and habitual in-^ 
fidelities as flight ? Are you acquaiQted ^rith ail the cor- 
ruption of your heart, from which they proceed.? God 
knows it, who is the iearcher and judge ; and his eyesiare 
very diffesent from ihofe of men. ^ But if it be permit- 
ted to judge before the time, fay, if tbi^fundof indolence 
and infidehty which is in you ; of voluntary perfeverance 
in a flate difpleaflng to God ; of deliberate contempt for 
all the duties which you confider as not eflential; pf at- 
tention and care, as I n^ay ^fay, to labogr only for the 
Lord when he opens before you the gates of punilbment> 
and deflrufiion : Say, if all thefe can conlUtute in his 

fight 
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fight a ftatfe worthy of a Chriftian heart; an4 if faults, 
which proceed from fo] corrupted- a principle, can in re- 
ality jbe flighty or worthy of indulgence^ 

Paul, my brethren; that ^miraculous man, to whom the 
fecrets of heaven had been revealed ; Paul, who no lon- 
ger lived forhimfelf^ but in whom, Jefus Chrift alone liv- 
ed ;. Paul, .whoearneftly longed- every moment for the dif- 
folution of his earthly body, that lie might.be clothed with 
immortality ;. This Appftle, always ready to facrifice his 
life for his matter, and a willing vi£lim to faith ; this ele£l- 
ed inilrumentof .our. Lord and. Saviour, .whofe confciencc 
could reproach him with nothing; knew not, however, 
-whether he merited the lovq or h^itred of his Lord ? whether 
he ftill poffeffed in his. heart, or had forfeited the invifi- 
ble trealure of charity ; arid in thcfe melancholy doubts, 
the teftimony of his confcieiice was- infufficient to calm 
his dread and uncertainty. • David, that king fo penitent, 
whofe delights were centered in the coriftant meditation pf 
the law of God, and whom the Holy Spirit calls a king 
after God's own heart ; I)avid trembles, however, left the 
iniquity of his crimes be not fufficiently kqown to him ; 
left the corruption of his heart conceals jm^ from him • 
their enormity. He figures to himfelf unknown gulfs in 
his confcience; which caufe hiui to (bpd torrents of tears ; 
to proftrate himfelf before iheM^}^Qy and HoUnefs of bis 
God, and fiipplicate his afliftance towards his glorification 
from fecret infidelities, by making him Jen fible.jpf. them. 
And. you, who watch not, nor fearch your hearts; yoii, 
who devoted to lukewarm and fenfuar habits, with dehbe- 
rate coolnefs,. aJJow yourfclves. every day a tjioaiian^ infi- 
delities, upon theiniquitybf which, you are utterly igno- 
rant what jttdgmeiit.the Almighty may form : You, who 

every 
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every momeiit Experience thbfe TufjMcionr dbulitjonf; of 
pailion, wheye, in fpite of all your felf^indulgence, yoa 
find it fo difficult to prore, that the will faaSr not tcc6nn:pa«> 
nied the gratification : and that you have not overftept 
that critical and dangerous line, which di&ingtitQiQs actual 
guik from involuntary error: Yoa, in witom almoft ever^ 
adion is fiirpicloiits ; who ev^ry moment may be denband* 
ing at your own b«irt, ** Have I not gone too far ?" wHc^ 
in your own cohfcience, ieel movements aiid regrets, 
which you will never quiet : You, who in fpite of fo ma* 
ny juft' fobje£ls of dread, believe the fiate of your con* 
fdence to be perfectly known to you ; that the decifibhs'ot 
your own felf- love, with regard to youir infidelities, arc 
the decifiont of the Almighty ; and that the Lord whdm 
you ferve with fo much coldnefi aod negligence, doei not 
yield you up to your own blindnefs, and punifli yoUir 
crimes, by making you miflake them : You can poffibly 
believe that you ftil) preferve your righteoufoefs, and the 
grace of fanflification, arid can quiet yoarfelves upfon your 
vifible and habitual guilt, by a pretended invifihle iexer- 
cife of righteoufnefs, of which you can produce neither 
mark or proof ? 

O man ! How little art thou acquainted with the iUu- 
fions of the human heart, and the terrible judgments of 
God upon thofe fouls which refembie thee f Thou faycft 
to thyfelf ; I am rich, I am loaded with the good things 
of this world ; (with this, our Saviour formerly reproach- 
ed a cold and unbelieving foui ;) And tliou perceiveft not* 
continued he, (for blindnefs and prefumption are the di£- 
tinguifliing charader of coldnefs,) that in my fight, thou 
art poor, miferable, blind, and loft to every thing. It it 
the deftiny, therefore, Qf a lukewarm an4 unfaithful fouU 

to 
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Dqi ItYf ^n ^rvor And jUufio{i { u> believe bimfelf jaft, and 
acceptable to God; while alas! before him, he is loft^ 
without knowing it, to both grace and righteoufnefs. 

, Atid <M^e ;re{bc3ipn». wbich I \^ you to make here, ii, 
ifafkt the €ao64epQe Qf fu<:|i h^ht is (9 mach the inoj^e iU 
iofive lued Ul«fA«n^4, e^ <|;iere ^xiils npt.a ft^ul^ lefs cafia-^ 
ble ciF judging of his ^wn hea^ tt)aA the liikewaqn and 
^luibiHhfal one* For ih^ avowqd fit>fi^r cannot c<^n<}eal hit 
xiinies iront bitnfelf ; and he is (cnfijbje* that he lattft atfifH-t 
redly be dQadtpibeX^ard.: 7he jufi.man^. althoiigh ig^w^ 
smt wbedier be merUs ]ov<e -Qrimxci of bis m^f?^$ enjo||ra 
jMvectfaebft a tx)niciedce free fi^itl reproach ; but the cold 
pni .imEaitblfud.rousl i^ involved in a A'a^ pi a contuiual a^d 
iseiepitcabie itijfftesy.to itStlf^ Jor .this jufeewarirael^ ip 
the imkyM of GotL, eafeiUiogin U( %^ lifhti of faitb» a«d 
^dtgtbening our paflkms^ tncTeafei Qur d^knefs ; £v€iy 
iiddelkjr is like .en edditionjd doUdi^^verfpr<^if)g tbe 
amnd and heart, wbacb darkens to cmr fight tbetri^tbe 
^f JGilvationr In. this manner, Ac htvti i^ gradually eove-^ 
loped ; tift. oosfckncte beiMRes e^hai:i»flbd^;tbe lightai i4 
&€ mitid are weakened : You are do lofiger th^ (f\r'iC\iiA 
Cbnftian, i:apable of a proper judgi^ent^ Inlenfibly you 
adopt maxiiBftt iil fectet, which, atf yo« tbinki 4in>inift 
^Qur guilt : the .Uindncfi incfeefes in the faiiae proper* 
tioa a& the iukieirBrpiQeCs ... 

Thin more yxlu adtmt of this relaxati^^* in 4 mo^ 4Her« 
jA ligbt .do your dutt» and rulefi appear : What formerly 
appeared. ellieniiai, no lang^ aj>pelu^ buit a vain fcruple i 
The omifliQiit, .wfakb, in the peripd i>f iisrvour Sot dutjr 
and religion, utrouid have ejfrcHod in you the warmeft domt 
punSioQ9» are.now Boloagerrqf^urdedQVei^as foults: Tha 
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^rihcipks, tB^-'jii^gmelit, the lights of tfe6 ttikid, ai^e all 

changed.^ . . ' ' '^ • ' ' : 



Now in this fituation, who has told you, that inthe judg- 
ment which yoU form on the natiir^ of your infidelities, 
and youV daily departure from virtue, you do notdeceivfc 
yburfeives ? Who has told you, thfet the errors which you 
think fo flight^ are in reality fo ; and that the diftant boun- 
daries which you prefcribe to guilt> and within which cve^ 
ry thing to you appears venial, are really the limits of the 
law? Alas! th« moft enlightened guides know not how to 
diftinguifh clearly in a cold and unbelieving confcience. 
Thefe are whit I may call the evilsr of that languor in which 
we'know nothing ; where the wifeft of us can fay nothing 
with certainty ; and of which the fecret caufe is always an 
^htgma. You are fenfible ypurfclves, that in this fiateot' 
relaxation, you experience in your hearts certain doubts. 
And embarraflraents, which you can never fufiiciently clear 
up : That in your confciences there always remains fomc- 
thing fecret and ihexplicable, which you. never, wifli to 
fearch into, or above half expofe. Thefe are not exagge- 
rations ; it is the real ftate and bottom oE-your foul which 
you feel a referve^to lay open : You are fehfible, that even 
when proftrating yo\irfelv.eis before the Almighty, the con- 
feflion pf your guUt never entirely correfponds with the 
moft intimate difpofitions of your- Heart ; that it never paints 
your internal fituation fuch as in reality it is ; and, in a 
word, that there always cxifts in your heart fomething more 
criminal, than what in any ftatement of it you can bring 
yourfelves tiyavow. And» indeed,! how rcan you be cer- 
tain, that in thofe continual' felf-gratifioations ; in that ef- 
feminacy of mannei-s which compofes .your life ; in that ati 
tention to every thing whjch may flatter the fenfes, or rej. 
move difqjiiet from you ; to facrificeto indolence andhizi- 

nefs 
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.c«»/ypu be certaun^ :J:6y^'*tot jcfftii; (eiy^vci i$ potarri^^ 

•.«d,ait tbat:faUl pdiii^ which fQrti?S(tpgiv©,iyorn^p ion ps^ 

Tjrfiur fa^art, aild torevei? bahiib fipittwit/ Chtiftian chwt^f::? 

t Wbi> is aWe ^tor idfoirm; you, : ja ^bf^«r fm^mk j|n4 volunift- 

oHjf irifid^lities'/-^h€tr^v' comforted , by their 5pi!tiep4edli|}fif^ 

.'nificalacy, yoa oppole/th^ interiial grace V^biich fegn<^aVou«5 

ftOiXurii .you from tkem ;: youi cohtiriujJIy aft: coiUJdairy t0 

your pwn reaftaflffld J»4g*xe6t.; 'wht^er thU/iiit^ 

?teiBbpt of the voicen.otMCrod ; tJtib j6riTlal jpyl ftoUx ^tafe.!^ 

:youi'.dwnJigbt$faiiid:.grace Irom G^d^be^fl^it^^rt wtragfe fr|)>- 

j^n the divine §(>odoe& ; 8.<?riroinal.cpnlPWiptff)i. hfe gifts ;, g- 

fwickednei^ in'yG^i; dei^ia(ia^Ei3t.frooLy[irtuir«)^Mh}i^ 

excufe ; and a deHferabeipf«lei'enceC(?{y#py|>jaflio^ 

felves over Jefus Chrift, which can alone proceed from a 

J>eai:t whtar^'the lQv.e;of ^Iprdqtj^rtd'rjg^vtfiwfe^ft is extin- 

jgttifhi^ .? Vi^ho tasx. jtolt foUi X in tbflfej^feoJk^icjn&.wbef^ 

yoxu'Aiii.M^ tniie^d liad a;Aoafan<itiR^s}d5^ftlhHf^!pn.Qbjefli$ pf 

jevejfit^?dangew>uatQ?vPi94efty, yoiur: -irtflelentsezirv PPgal^litiit 

,th^na,ii^s not b^da criipin.aj ; m^jA 4ie...effpj/^j;>yhi^bly<^¥ 

- ,aferwardsi in^cfet,:W[«re JiolJ-a^ l^tift^^^f follf^teve!; jf|;P?4i?f 

to difguife their criminalty^ r$i^::q'|vie^ yo^«<^' thei^^illt 

gence you had already yielded to your crimes ? Who would 

]d||reito;de«er4iiri^* ifrk; tbefe:/(es(c5Qet^rftOtip;^Vbi^#rari4 ani- 

inqftti^^,': y^hich^y<)iu.;giye:;;yQurftls^ "buif * U^tle VoubJe .to 

reftr^in,' {M^A^t alvfay$i«ftoi^*.fQiv,ib^ fl^ke ^f :ap^arAi|ce§ 

tb%i>ithrot|gb,pi^y*);,y0u;bave> il€^vere:i6ce^fldnb4t flip^^rM 

li|iej:>eyondlwhi4h'4wel) hatred, [fln4oflfatb;t<? .the fpulj 

If, in that excefs of fenfibility, which in general accoinpfl^ 

nies all your affliftions, infirmities, loffes, and difgraces, 

tl^ofe which yoti caJHq4i«gs» atta^d ajid inevitjE^lei^pr^jia- 

tur^,. are not irregularities of the l^rt^andra revolt ^g^in^ 

the c[ecrees.^of, Providence ? If, i^ i^ll;thofe atten^ons, and 

eagerneffes y^iih wljiich we • ip?^ yoju^ occupied , to manage 

either 



il6 friftiiciii i^r^ 

^kherihe imftff^ of your wotbily nffiqit^ dr tfa« {Mftm* 
iitn of li irtih be8i«ty»'Clitt-e iDicni dth«r Jl inueh fbrfi^^i* 
f!i<fi M iHftf aKioiini t6 the erittifr of ilfega) afnlHiioll, ^r 
^o«i{»laiiiiiid€' fdr- youffetf) md defire o£ pleafifiig, ad loay 
^dlJy yoiir keirt nrvtk #e g«iit.af fonfoliitf P ' Oi^eat Hod I 
ijrho haft ii^H 4ifwrhftdi, asiiiy fervam Job formerly i«- 
mttkisd, the iatal Umm which fepame life from death, Md 
JigHt fromdairknerfiiy in (ha^ bean ; Ank mt9i tht guib and 
aby€«« o^^r wbieh inankitid^ littie tfifths&cd m than, niift 
trembt^i and ^ i/¥hith Thou ntiih^^eft tbo auiniCeftaaioli 
tin the ten»ible day of tb^ vengeance flial) arrive. Seeotid 
sreafoii, drawn froth' the uncertainty ct thft rules, wlifdi 
l^ve^ the ftdte of a lukewami foul vary fofptciou^j and 
even renders it incaps^Me of kncm\t9g itfeif« 

But a final rl^fo^ wbkh td «ii# appiears^^ ftilt 4H0ti; dttdu 
lBve» and nioredt>aad6iito ihelukewanA foul, is thtte not 
being an appearanee kern whi^h i^e^ ean pref ixure) that it 
£iil preferves theianfliifying grace; on the contruryv evei. 
ty thing indices u^«o foppofe it ^M^fcited; thot: h td^ fty*, 
that of aU the tympcmi^ ol' m habitual ^fld titling eharity^. 
thareia DotavdHgeofonefeit/' ^ > 

For, lily btethtttti, thefifft cham£tor cff' charity i« to ill 
lis with that Q>irk of ^akloptidn in children, whkb ieada ti6 
to kive O-od as oar helivenly Father^ to lo^e his: law, and 
Hhe jilftice of hi^ eo^nmatidtitems ;' Wd to dtf ad the forfeit- 
ure of im love, more them all the evifo with which he 
threatens ns. 

Ndw, the attention ri^one wkli w*ich a lukewarm foul 
examines whether an oflfenee be venial, or extends further ; 
of difputing with God every article he may refuft him, 
without aftualguik ; of fludying^thelaw, only for the pur- 

pbfe 
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p^tt6(kiii9ti^ittg t(V#haf ^i^k ihitf hi viblcifed $ o£ ir^ 
tettBnf^ pt^cMng the rntepefe ^^f frisf 6#» cU^icKty lb 
tliofe o^ grfter ^ a»kl al^«f i jufttfymg" tbcffir tfiingy whiick 
flatter the pafioti^, iA oj^poSvkm to th^ fuWs wittcli checlt 
br forbid Iheni; ibis fttt«HtiM> I foLj eaii 6n\y prte^tA 
firdni ft heart ildl^iit^ of faith' ind' charity ; from « he^t lA 
nAieh the Spirit of God, tfyai fpirft of loV^ ^d kihdtiefi) 
appareotty ho longer reigns. Pof no diildiiirt biit th^ prodi^ 
gal, are capable of quibbiin^ hi thi» itiahner with their faitW 
an* proteadr; of exemfihf to t?»e utmoft Ihhgih-^ fi^verN 
iy any clams tirey may hWe» lord df leidfrg M tftey may 
tMnk ifaeinftlyei entitled %6. 

Now, Jn order to give this rdfeftionaH its weight : That 
difpofitfbni, 'ivhith deliberately aHoitrs itfeif eVery inCldelHy, 
^icfevrill nof, it bdieves-, be folldived by etertial pumlb- 
inent, • h the difpoBriort of a flsrv^ and Wreling 5 thalt is t6' 
&y, that could they proirnTe thetnWve* t^ fam^ iwj^iMiity 
am{ induYgenceVfrom the Almighty, for the tfafnfgreffion of 
the eflfaoftfal pohrts of *be W, they would violate them 
'"^ith the fame dxiKrence a^ they violate the kzA-; (of» wei^ 
ttueland'avOtred revenge, caltrinny of the biaekeft nature, 
and criminiil izittachment^, Uj he attended in futurity with 
no worfe confequences tlian-ffight and monientary tefenti 
ment*, actidental imrf carefcft eviKfpeAking^, or tdo moch 
felf-Jove, they would feel no morfe bortor in the eoMiBiflfoA 
of the former, than the lad mentioned crimes ; that h (o 
fay, that when faithful to the commandments, it is not from 
a teve of righteoufnefs, bm the dread of that puniftinent, 
Vrhich wotttd aHen<l their rrifraOiOn ; k^is n<K to ordef" Mad 
to the hw that they fuhmtt themfelve^, it h to th^ir -di^f*. 
trfements^ it is not the Lord tihfey ^ave in view, It is them^ 
felves: For while his glory alone is interefted,^fld no feiri- 
otis confcquences may be exp^flri to follow oiir iiiCdeli^ 

ties^ 



4f^, frQiftjbmrvajpareiH :fligbtneA,::r:\y^;arel^;:|if|3y:,pf 
.difpl^CqgihTO ; we; even jjjfl^fy to ourfelves in fecret thefc 
jkind/ oF^. ti^nlgreffions, ^ by, {ay\.Bg^ tbat notwkh^anding 
Hhey pgeady/and s^&ditplQ^^ngj^^ the Lord,;jfe£^th^ -bring 
;^ot,death, jjor ete^pfil puwftjnent to;,the, foul : Wq arc 
ojotaffeEkedhy what regard^ only him ; h^ glory goef *for 
poih'H^gin tbediftiqaip^ w^e make bet^^i^ct attipns aUpwcid 
or fqrbijiden ;; our interejB[ alone, regulates our fidelity ; and 
nothing can warm pur Q^^d^ejj^j [\iu\,\ the dread pi ,ey,e.rlaft- 
ii?g puniftment . We ; are. .ey^n delighted, at ^ the impunity 
of .4hofe t^^yial tranfgrefl^ops j. of being able to, gratify pur 
inclinations, without any greater misfortune attepding, than 
the difpleafure of the Almighty : We love this wretched liber- 
ty, which feems to leave us^ the right of being, ufipuniflied, 
^though pnfaithfi^l : We ?tre the apologifts of it ^..\ve. carry 
it even further, than.iuTeality it goes :- We.wifli all to be 
venialt;, gaming,.. 4f efs, fej^fual pjftafvref, |)0fl[ion^ ani^aofi- 
ties,,publi5J, fpeft?cle^,^v<ba(^flja^Jl,I fjjy ? We^would wifli 
^his freedom tp be univerfal ; :tJ)at nc^hing«,whic:hgr2rt:i£es 
.pur appetities (hould be puniihed ? th^t .xhe Almighty . ,w^e 
neither juft, nor the ay^i^ert of . iniquity ; and, that we 
might yield, ourfelves upito the .gratificatioo^of;. every .^^ 
fiOVky ,an4i Y;pl?t|e the faptlity pJ5 his.lstwv^yitho^tany di^ead 
of. the feverity of his juftice., Provided. a Jukewaw ibul 
will defcfnfi.to an examination. . of .itfdf, it.will. fceU that 
jthis is truly, the principle ^pf^its heart, and iu.real difpofi- 
iion. ,...-.:.. ;,.,. . ,.. . ..... ^ _:.-\ ./. • . 

..... •-,' . ... :...x. •>..: '.;!: .' r . ],/ .. :. . ' 
Now,. I a(Jc .you, is .tl]i? .5)1? fituation of a,fpi?^ in, .which 
th^ fao£lifying charity- and grace is Hill pre|eryed ',^ that is 
tpia^,{albul .which loves itSjNfaj^er mpre thap the wor\4 
mojfi:th^, fill, created b^ings^. ririore than all^pl^aluresor 
j:i6he»,(iinQr^,than itfelj?; .Qf :§ t^ul which ca^.fccl no joy 
but.ij^ j)iS;ppl{effion ; w^ichd^e^ds only his lofs, and knows 

no 
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no* mtrfortune btft ^thSt- HV his> <lifpteall£rerh:Does itbe 
charity you 'flatter yourfelves ftiU to prliferve,' feek; 
in^tMs maniter, its proper intereft ?' DicJer it regard, as 
nothing,^ the difpleafure of him it k)ves, piovided its infi- 
delities tem^n uirpumflied ? Does it think of 'drfpoting, 
like vou,. every (fay, iowhat degree it may fafely offend 
hinw id order to ^ke its meafures accordingly; and then 
allow kfelf every • trahrg'reflion, to ' -which impunity is 
attached': Does it fee nothing 'amlat)le in its God, or 
capable of attaching th^ heslrty but his chaflifementfi ? Were 
he not eveaan Almi^ty and an avenging God, would it 
be lefs aflefled by his |ni&0ite mercies, his truth, fablineis; 
wifdora, fatherly tendernefs, and proteftion ? Ah ! luke- 
warm and infidel foul. Thou love ft him no longer: Thou 
loveft, thou liveft only for thyfelf. The fmall remains of 
fidelity, which ftiU keep thee froin fin, are nothing but a 
fund of floth, timidity,' and felf-loveJ 'Thou wiflieft 
to live in peace with thyfelf: Thou dreadeft the embarraflT. 
mentsof a paffion, and the remorfe of a fuIUed confci- 
ence : iniquity is become ^fatigue, and that alone difpleafcs 
thee with it: Thou loveft thme own eafe ; and that is- 
thy^fo'Ie religion : ; Indolence'- is the only barrier wbi^fi flops 
thee, , and all thy virtue 'is limited to <hyfelf. Affuredly, 
thoa wbuldeft wifh to k»bw, wh!cther this infidelity be! a 
venial tratifgreflioiv or if it extends further* >» Thou acn 
knowledgeft, that it difpleafes God, (for that point admitsr 
of no doubt,) yet i& that not fufficie^it to turn thee JVom it? 
Thou wouldeft wifli to know, whether it fo far difpleafes 
htm, as to provoke' his .everlaftlng wrath ? Ah I 'ThoU fecft 
vei^ welK'that this inveAigati'on t?nds tp nothiftgby thyfcH' ^ 
^at thy difpofitioh leads thee 'to think guilt ;i6tbJng, as an- 
offence, and ia difpleafure. to' God ; a ;povvei'ful reafon, 
hoWcvcr, -why. it fliould be detbftable. to,.t,hee : That thou- 



pmeodM viltttf if only ^ iMUlr^Uimidity ; wVkb d^r^ iK>| 
cjcppfe itfclf to tht ttitiW^ tjhr^eirtewif $ qf iIk 1*w ; jtl^l 
thou art tiofcbiog but a tUe md vrreiched fiave^ lo reftrain 
vfaom^ it^is noeeflkry to k^op fc^urgffi ^ofitimsMy m tlijr 
%bt :> that ihou Tiefimibkfli th^t itjofdithfu) [^v^a^, wbo fe^ 
ceetedJptif t«)e«it, b«c^fg> {^ ji,a€\f thit hU m^^ M^ fp^^ 
i^re ; andi bu^ for th»t r^»foni, would h^ve \Yaikd k i^rdif* 
fipatjkm J tndtbat 4o tk^ pvc^r^lioo of th^ b^t, ; to wbic^ 
alone Ibe Aiffl(|]|g^t)r^ kx^k^h^ tbqu hateft ^i J^^rTbw 
k>velt evei^y thing jt fcgcbids : ; Tbou art ^lo^. Ipnger ip tcbari*^ 
ty : Thou >i4 a rful4 «f. 4fvitb »»;4 poc^itiop,* = 

Tbe fecond cbara£bcr Of <:b vtty gs to b^ tlmo^ot)^^ s^fld 
to magnify lo our£dres .mt. fip«JJi&ft d^viuMjOi^ : not tb^C 
charity deceives or coffx^ea^ ira<9 vs tfa^.lfUiCh ; but ^^Sm* 
gaging the foul from the fenfes, it purifie§ lo^ viev^ iA 
faith, and renders it more quicK-iighted 19 fpkitual a^faits ; 
and befides, whatever is in ibe fin;|lleft degree difpUftfing 
to the only obje£l ot o0r Iovq, s^pears Xerious and c^fi« 
derable to tbe foul wbich Jove$, Thus diaifiiy ^is «Jwaya 
humble, timid, and diftruftii«I of itfclf; :unC€^gl^ a^i* 
tatcd by its pious perplexities* which leave h in fufpiaaijb 
vefpedting its real ftaie, always alarmed by thofe delicacies 
of gr^ce, which make it tremble at tyery a£Uo9 9 Ifhicb 
make a kind of martyrdom of love, from the 4incert»tiiiy 
in which tbey leave it ; and by which, however, it is pn* 
rified.^ Thefe are not the vain and puerile fcf upka, wbtch 
we blame in weak minds : Tbey are thofe piouA fear^ of 
charity and of grace, infeparable from every faithful and 
religious foul : It works its falvation with fear and trem^ 
bling ; and even frequently regards as crimes* ^^Uool^ 
which are often virtues in the fight of God ; and ;»fbich aH 
moftf can only be regarded as fimple weaknefles. 

Thefe 
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; Tfacfb irciHt holy. pcrplcxiti«$<of dbarity, wfaith derive 
liheir fouroe ewea from Jth^'iighw di fwth. This pikh has, 
4i] sdl ages, been the path of the'juft. 

Yet neverthelefsit. is cthab pretended charity, 6f whidi 
in the midft of a vicious life, and of all your infidelities, 
you believe.'yoii.^Ii:d.i?es fiill paflefTed, that' 'makes them ap. 
pearHi^t toj^kiu': It is thit pbarity it^feif, which yoa fup^ 
pofcf»nolit6 liave loSti that 'comforts and'eiicottrages-you-;. 
that diminifliQfi^your faiiltsiuydurownfighti andifixes yotir 
iiiia fh& of peadeiindfecuiitjii: }na word, that hot onlyi 
baniifaes; from your beartiklLthofe pious alarms, tiifeparaUd 
HoiiOrtsbi .^lety, but makeisf you. regard ihi^m 'as: weakoeiTesi^ 
and^ even.'th^ex<ieflc$'or'piely- N6w,UeU ihci I beg of 
you; is^not'th^l aii incpnfi^hey ?. Dfoes charity . comiidi6lr 
itfeif inltfaat rnanriec? Orrcuk you-pl^ce i9uph . de^emi^ 
ciice on a love, which fot»early:refembles hatred ?- • • v . 

-:5<». <(•;.*•! ' ■ "»•/ ^^^ ■) ■ . • ■': r' • " ' r ■.-. • ' - ': 
:* .The Wbchawi^eijof /charity; is. to be aflkiv©.a^l^.diK-' 
gent in the ways of :;Gai.. ' ;We find hii^W' nii^ch the A|iof*.; 
tie dwells on its aftivity and fecundity in the heart of a 
Ghriffi&n:^/ It operates J. whewver it is ; k canaot, 4*8)? Ahe 
feints, btf idle-': :It kta celeftirt fire; wWch.tio pqi^er t^ti[ 
binde;r frc^hifhewingitCBlP, OTdfrbmaSin^ t It mayfome-: 
. tifties-indeed be.overwhefmedi and greatly weakened^ by 
the mohhude?.'of looT weakneffes/ but, while "not* emirely 
exttnguilhJedy'tbcarealMfaysiproceed froni it, ^s I may fay, 
%feme fparks';(of figfaa, ;wiflies; faitientations,; effort*, ami 
dpeds; The Holy Sacnament reammates* Hv prayef avoufes; 
itj; ptensTeadiirg, ^ffiiCtioPi •difgr^cei' bodily irlfifmjty, all, 
rekindle; it; when- notf v^t^ij/ e3^S9gaiihed. It is ^en^- 
tioned in^the lecond ,hj6$>k ofvUic M^eabees,; that the fa- 
cred fire,/ which the'' Jews ha<tc<3incealed diiring.their cap- 
tivity, ' was, found it th^r return appi'cntly extin^l. But 
Vql. L.f Q as 



ar the fdrfiice skuam ^$ oMbireA; a^d ihcf fiiextid for Sill 
mteriaily pr^ferved aQ ks vitt&c, ftaroftty w«s it c^cfeA 
to the rays of the fun^ when they fyvr it inAant^ieottfly 
rekindle, and prefent to their fight a brightnefs altogether' 
aai an afttvity altogether aftomlhiTi|fl^^ . 



Behofa), my brethreiit a fakk&l vepstbnmkn o£ the 
sritlnefs, of a truly juft fool I and which likcwifcr wo«M 
be your cafc» had^ the xnukitude otf yocur infidoHti^ donif 
ao vnoi« thxn cortt and reiix^ a$ I inny lay^ without tx^ 
ttoguiSmij^ the facred fire of charity wkhin you : Bdboid^ 
I: ia}% what . ^ottght to be your fitoatioov when you iqpJ 
preach the Hc^ly Sacrament, or IxAtnto the word of Godi 
When Jdfus CbriA, the Sun of Righteoufnefiit dartt upoik 
you fome rayi of his grace and lighty and infpii'es yon with 
bolydeSre&> your heart ought then to be feeu tekindledgi 
and your fervour renewed ; YoU then ought to appear aU> 
fire and animation in the praQice of your duty, and afton- 
Uh even the moftdonfideot W]tiieireftx>f yonrfoMief fife, 
by the renovation ol your morals tod zeal« 

Alas f fioching, however, reanimates ytm. Even tbeh6<« 
ly Sacrament leaves you all your coldnefs : The words of 
rile gofpei which you liften to^ fall- upon ydur heairt« liket 
C»orn upon a Aerile land, whece it immediately dies^ : The 
fentiments of falvation, whith grace operates within yoq, 
are never followed with any efiefi, in the melioration of 
your morals ; you continually dri^ on in the fame itido^ 
lence and languor ; you depart from the holy altar equally 
cold, equally infenfible, as you approached it : We fee 
not in you thefe renewals of ;ieafv piety, and fervour, for 
commcHi iii juft fouls, and of whtc(» the modves are to be 
found in their deviations from duty. What you were yof- 
t^day» you are to^ay; Tim fame itiSdeiitx^, tlgie fame 

K^^akneiles : 
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M tjhe iidHoio ©f yq^ir h^n 4ik pr««en4Bd charity, npom 
^ibtc^ yidtii dcpewl To itiv*^. Ah! my de^ b^^rer, bQnr 
flmch I dr«»l th»t it is e?cu»Q* 9^n4 i\^ J<^ aftf 4ead % 
ih0 (jght «f th^ l^rii I yfHii no% to amicipate the; fecr«t 
judginfiiHi of Cod iq).«3fp th«r <;<wif|;ieii€^$ } ^t I muft i^cll 
you, that your ftate is very far from being fafe j 1 even 
*^U yw» <;h*t if we are t& jadgc by the rules of faith; you 
i^^ in 4ifg^ai;^ wi^lr* and ll^^ of the Lord s 1 4e)l you Ukiih 
wife, thai ^ ciiMi^^f^ /b, di|rabi# and qo^S^t4^ ef^np^ tul^ 
lift wi^* a prinriple pf heavenly ^4 «|«pfi?} Jjfr, wMch 
J^lwpy*, fr^w iim^ to timf^ pf Jeafti tetr4yi /^tcmal miyih 
IPiefitf aod %n#, r^if0s, animate^ ificlf, i|^ takes wipg, 
9$ if to difelgag^ ilfeU frPfH t[be ihil^klf* wbwfe weij^ 
ji( dow« ; 2,tid thai a ^bari^y fo iwie, fo iad9Lifii« ^ (^ 
j^oqftatttly in/(w>fiWe, <si>ctfts no iiior^. 

But the great danger of thi* ft«rt^, my bfi^thr^t ih that 
a lukewarm foul is fo without fcruple : It feels that it 
wight c^ry its^ ferVQ»r and fidelity to a ipuf h greater 
IcDgtb, but it looks ppon thi|t ^^al* 9nd rhal»^;^£iitudf» ais 
4 f^rieSkionf and a grace, referved only Cqi* certain foul^ 
ap4 opt as a general di^y ; in this lotanndr 4b<y fix th^ipr 
felyes in that degree of coMnef^ into which they arf faUen ; 
they have uot mad^, nor fcarc^y attempted, tb« to^ikil 
progrcfs in virtw^, C?ice the ardours of c^verfion. U 
woul^ appear, that having eiibauft^d all th«i' fe^rvour 
againft the criminal paflions with which |hey bad at firft to 
combat, they imagine, that qothing now r^i^ins, but t^ 
^ijjoy in pea^e the fruit* of their yiQ^ry ; a tboufand da»- 
inages which ftiU remain frptn thejr firft fkifyff^iPk^ thyr 
^biqk no more of repairing: Sp f?ir from endeavoortfig to 
repreft a ibo^fend wfjdgpkeOf pi and <?orf«iK;ed ittcli»ation#. 

left 



left them by their firft irregularities, they Idve'anJ elwdA 
them. The Holy SacrameBt no l0nget rea^infittes^r ffiiv£i 
gorates their faith; it .only afniiifes k'. ' Conve^fioh ' ii* ni 
longer the end they propofe ; they believe it alreidyiflorie': 
•And, alas ! their cohfeflions even iro the Almiglkyj ^tt 
more for the purpofe of amufii^g and ^lulling their conftji- 
eaces, thsHi the ^ffiias of pfetyi'-aftd')real c^ntritioin; ; 

' We impofe greatly upon oiirfelves, my brethren, .with, 
regard to oui^ confcfehces reproaichiiig bs With mcithirig cri- 
minal ; for we fee not, that it is even that tmnquillity 
which conftitutes th6 danger, and perhaps the guilt like- 
wife of it. We believe ourfelves in fecurity in-'out JlatCi 
becaufie it perhaps offers to our fight more innocence and 
' regufeirity, than that of difdrderly fouls ; and indeied, we 
wi(h not to conceive how a life'purely natural, fhouid not 
be a life of grace and of fatith ; or that a fl^te of' habitusd 
idienefs and fenfuai gratification, Ihould be a Hate of fin 
and death, in a Chriftian Hie» 

Thus, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourreregards-^ 
reanimate yourfelf without ceafing in the fpirit of your 
♦vocation ; according to the advice of the Apoftle, raife 
yourfelf every day by prayer,* by mortification* of the 
fenfes, by vigilance over your pafEons, and by a continual 
retrofpeftion to; and inveftigation of your own heart ; 
that'firft grace, which operates to draw you from the errors 
and wanderings of the world, and make yon enter into the 
paths of God. Depend upon it, that piety has nothing 
fure or confolirig but fidelity ; that in relaxing from it; 
you only augment your troubles, becaufe you multiply 
your bonds; that in retrenching from 'your duty, zeal, 
fervour and exisifiitude, you'likelvife retrench all its fweets 
and pleafures; that in depriving your flate of fidelity, you 

deprive 
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ficjmve ft of feciiritf/; andithat iollirniting yottcfelf, fim-* 
jAytao fliim ini^iuty,' youiofe.tbomoft piMioiu. fruits of 



^^^And afttrtall^ fince you, have 'already facrificed/the ef^ 
fetitial^Avby will you ftill attach yourfelves to the frivoloni 
parts ? After having acGompiiflied the mo&laborious :and 
painful exertions towards falvation,.miift'you perilbfornot 
finifiting the flighted and moft eafy ? WhehiNaaman,!iitle 
convinced* becaufe the prophet, for the cure of his.lepro-i 
fy, had only ordered him to bath in the waters of Jordan, 
retired full of contempt for the man of God,) and belicv* 
ing it impoffible that his recovery^ could he accompltthed 
by {6 fimple a remedy,.. the people who»acoompanipd him 
made him fenlible of his error, by faying to. him,': ". But,« 
*' mailer, had the prophet . bid thee do feme ;great thing, 
" wouldeft thou not have done it ? How .much, rather, then; 
•* when he faith to thee, wafc. and be clean ?** ' 

And .now, my brethrien,. attend to what I. have to. fay, 
wh^ I finiih this . difcourle. > You . have . abandoned the 
world j and the idols which you formerly .woBfttpip6d.iii it : 
You are come from afar into the paths of God : You have 
had fo many paffions to overcome, .and gbJlacles to Jur- 
mount; fo many things to facrifice, and difficult exertions 
to make ; there remains only one fiep more to accomplifli, 
which is a faithful and conflant vigilance over yourfelves. 
If a facriffce of the criminal paflions were not already made, 
and you were required to do it, you would not, I believe, 
hefltate a moment ; coft what it might, you would make 
it : And in the meanwhile, when fimple purifications are 
only demanded of you ; nay, when you are required as I 
may fay, almoil the fame things which you do, but only 
to be praSifed with more fervour, fidelity, faith, and vigi- 
lance. 



lande» ate jrot txcufidile in idecUning Aon ?^ Why mX 
youmnder u^efs all your fomer efiqrt&r by therefuiiii al 
a thing fo eafy ? Why ihould you have renounced ;dkr 
world, and all its criminal pleafures, only to find in piety 
«b« fame rock« irbicb by flying: from fin you. thou^^to 
Inve efcapcd 7 And would i^ aot be lamentable, if, irfter 
ISiving racrific^d lx> God the principal- parts, you (bdul4 
iofeyourfelvet, by wiihtug fiiU to difpute with him a chcut 
(and little {acrifieei, naucb lels painful to the heart and td 

FiniOi then in us, O oiy Coi I that which thy grace has 
already begun ; itriunnph over our tanguora^' and our ve^kiT 
nelTefs, fince thou hall; already triumphed over our cximes ; 
give us a. heart fervent and faithful, fince thou haft already 
^bprived us of a criminal and corrupted one ; infpire ui 
with that willing fubmiffioa which the juft poffefs, fince 
thou .hail extinguifbed in us that pride and bbfiinacy 
which occafionfo many finners : Leave not, O my Godt 
thy work unfiniflied ; and fince thou haft already niade us 
enter into the holy career of falvatton, render u^ worthy 
o! the holy crown promifed to thofe who (hall have I^l^ally 
iought for it. 

Now to God, 8ce« Amen. 
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SERMON V- 

Tttt cERTAimr ofrm wss^ip kr^nTBotfs^ 

' I^tSS IN A STATE OF LUKEWARMNESS, 



Luke iv. sJS. 
Jtwd he Tofi mi of the Synage^g, mnd. mitred i»i^, 5t-^ 
mpf9*is h^nfi r and Sim0n'j wift^s inotktr teas tsicM wiih a 
^rmi/evir : and they ie/dugAi him far her. 

i^lNde SntiM thoKagk th^ prerente of our &rvkMr neeef- 
hrj for the cure of \m tn^Uer^tn^iaw, it v^mHA^fs^x taf- 
H^ethren, that tine evi! vrA§^ {kr^flitig, and ttetatdned afn «p. 
proachiti; death ; the vXtnA remedied ttmtt hfiMe feeen fo«i«dl 
ih^sflefitirf, and nothing but » miracle coiitd <4^rate hrr 
e\!»*e, 2!ni dra^ her itota ^be' gates df A^^\iz Neverthekfs^ 
die 5«riptlstes itientieti Iyer beiitg attack<ed by i^ty a com^ 
Abn-fever. On every ethet occafion, iJre never find that 
t!bey liad FeconrlTe to-dut-'Savidor, W to roiiFe peo]^ from 
the grave, to ctlte paralytics, reilore'fighf toilie bUnd, add 
bearing to the deaf, from their birth : In a word, to cure 
AiRnit«^ tn^AraMe by any oiber, thun ^e Sovereign Maf- 
irr of I^feaml Death i In tbifr inftaii>de> he i« oalted OfioD^ 
coreA^iie hesfkh t0 a pe^r^^it&iekeAfoy a fimple fever. 

Wtietice ciM#e« it, ^bflft the' Almighty Fbivter iis em^oy.. 
td on fo flight an eccaiion f It ifi, thafi this ('i^vor being ^ 
Mtural im^ of lukewarmnefs in the ways of Cod, the 

riolv 
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Htitly Spirit has wiffaed to make «s underfiand by It, that 
this difeafe apparently fo flight, and of which they dread 
not the danger ; this lukewarn;inefs, fo common in piety, is 
a difeafe, which inevitably deftroys the foul, and that, a 
miracle isneceflary to refcttfintftPjffi'des^tlDi; 

^ Yesf ^}t bmhi^n, of all the mwn^s of^C^riftiaPiBio-p 
rality^ there is.nonc upoa.wbich experience allov^s^ Ai^lefs 
to deceive ourfelvee, than the one which aflures us, that 
contempt for ihe. fmallctt.poiiUXitf jaj«J^ leads 

us to a tranfgreflion pf the moft efTential ; and that, negli- 
gence in the ways of God is never far from a total lofs ot 
rightebufiiefs** He who defpifcs ihcTtoillet obje£k .of ^re'W 
ligion, fays* the Moly Spirit,, will gradually fall i heivjho 
defpifes them^ that^s.tb;f<^, who deliBerately violaV^Sktbei)^ ; 
who lays down as it were, a plan of this, condu£l; for, if 
through-rwe^nelis or; furprife you fail' in them foipetimefSi 
it is the p049^«ciQn defU^y of the jufi, and this, difcpurfe 
would no* longer* regard you ;< bui tp defpife t^em in| tjior 
fenfealfc^dy mentioned, which. qaai^app^n only with;l^jk.e«^ 
wacnti'st^dXinfaithful fouls,- i^a p^th which mufl termiiMte; 
iatbelofsof.righteoufnefs. Inahefirftplace^ I?eca|^fe.t^, 
fpeciaL grace jieceffary towar4s. perfeverancc in v^rt^e^is* 
no ; longer, grantfjd. Secondly, Becaufc the paffions are- 
ftrcBigthiejied which lead us on to vipc. , Tfiirdly,, B^pajufe, 
allthe external fuccours of piety become ukl^.^ -^ . 

. LetusioyeAig^e thefe three. refle£Uons". They contaiii, 
important in&'udioasfin the 'detail pf a Chrifiian Jife : 
Ufeful, .not only to tl^ofe who make proteflion of a public 
and avowed piety, but likewife to thofe who make all vir- 
tue to confift in that regtilarity of condufl, and propriety of 
behavioiir, which cvch'ihe.wOrldr^tpwre*, 

' ' '. ^ . . t ,. * , , « ■ .... 

Part 
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• Part I.— It is a truth 'of falvatiOn, fays'a holy Father,, 
that the' innocence of even the molt upright has occafioti 
' for the continual afliftance of grac^. Man, delivered Up 
to fin, by the wickednefs of his nature, no longer finds in 
himfelf hut principles of error, and fources of corruption : 
J^t^teoufnefs and truth, originally born with us, are novr 
become as firangefs ; all our inclinations, revolted againiS: 
God and his law, in fpite of ourfelves, drag us on towards 
iilicit^objefts; in fo much, that to return to the law, and 
fobmit our heart to(ordp-j U'is neceffary to refift, without 
ceiifipg/the impreffions of the fenfes ; to break oiir warmx 
eft ii^dimtiohs, and to hardefl ourfelves continually againft 
ourfelves J Th^e' is no duty but what now cofts ' us, 
ibntethiiig ; no 'precept' in the law, but combats rfome at 
our pafiions;;nO ftep in the paths 'of God agarnfl; which 
odr heart does not revolt. 

'To this load of cori^uptiori, which renders duty, fo di£E-; 
cult and irkfome, and iniquity fo nati^ral, add the fnates 
which 'finround uis, thc'examples which entice us, the ob- 
jefis which effeminate us, the occafions which furprife us, 
the compliances which weaken us, thct -afiliftions which 
difcourage ps^ the propertieis which corrupt us, the fitua« 
tioris which hilled us, and the cohtradiftions \Yhich we ex- 
perience r every thing around us is indeed only one con- 
tinued temptation. I fpcak,Bat of the miferies which, arc 
natural to us;. or the particular oppofition to order and 
righteoufnefs^ which. our paft morals,^ and ourfirft pajGTions 
have Irft in« our hearts: That love for the world and its 
pleafures-; that diflike to virtue and its maxims ; that em- 
pire of the fenfes, fortified by a voluptuous life ; that in-. 
vincible indolence, to which every thing is a burden, and 
to which whatever is a burden, becomes alnrtoft impoffibk ; 
that pride, which knows neither how to bend or bgeak ; 
. Vol I. R that 
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that incoifftatney of heart, iMzpAte 6^ nni Or vmhmilYw 
vbf ch prefently tirei of it£idf ; which c^aaot (utoit Un 
vule» becaufe tbatitisalnra^ the bxM; which Wffli«i» aodi 
wilhes not ; pafles in a moment from thf^Jowoft ftai^ of 4e«i 
jae&ion, to a vaio and cbildiOi jay, andiea¥<9 fo«rcely tiam 
interval of ansomem hetwixl the fino^reft xtfiiliittoii* doA 
the infidelity which violatea it. 

Now, in a (iiuation fo mifcrable, what, Q; my God! cann 
the moft. juft accomplifiiv delivered up- to Us own.Wealu 
nefs, and all the fnares which furround him; beauHrnginhift 
heart the fource o£ aU his errocs,- and in his mind the prin^ 
ciples of every xUufion ? The graeeof Jefiis Chriftv there** 
fore, can alone deliver him from fo many miieries ; en^ 
lighten him in the midftot ib nMichidariuMf&; rfiippovtfam 
under fomany difficifllties ; reftrainfaimfimBkibQaivingtlM 
di6lates of fo many rapid deiires, and ftrengthen him 
againft'fo many attacks* If left a moment fo h]iiifel£,= he 
inevitably ftumbles, and is loftr: If aa Alnngjbty hancb oea<» 
fes an inftant to retain him, he is carried dawn by the 
fiream : Our confiftency in virtue, is thecefore a oeoitiatnl 
grace and miracle ; all our &eps in thewa^ of- God are 
new motions of the Holy Spicit ; that is to: fay, of that in^ 
viAble guide, which impels and: leads us.on. Ail our jmous 
ad'ions are gifts of divine mercy ; Gnoe every proper u£9 
df our liberty comes from him, and) he crowns bb gifite in 
recompenfing our merits : All the moment&of oor^Chviftiaa 
life are like a new. creation, therefore, in faith, and in 
piety ; that is to'fay, ftbts fptritual anaiion does nor fuf^ 
pofe a non-exiilence in the juft, but a pcinciple of giacei^ 
and a liberty which co-operates With it,) that as^ in the 
order of nature, we fliould again return to our noa^oatityi 
if the Creator ceafed an inftant to pieferve die being he 
has givea us ; in the life of grace^ we wjouU ag^ b& 

into 
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iiilo All «M detiAh ^>d tiie Redeemer ces^e a liogle mo- 
ia^Bt to ^oatinue, by new fuccours, tbcgiftof righteouf- 
nth aftdh^fKnclii, with whidi he hath embeitilhed oorfdul t 
StK^h is the weaktiefs tf mafit, and fuchi^ his continiia] dis* 
pettdencedn the grace of Jefus Chrift. The fidelity of the 
|uft fdal is^ therefore, the (rmt of continual aids of |[rAce ; 
but it is likewife the principle : It is grace alone which 
can operate the fidelity of the juft ; and it is the fidelity 
alone of the jtril, which merits the prcfervation andincreafe 
of grace in the;beart% 

' Bar, my brethren, the ways of God towards us being 
fniiof equity and wifilom, there itouA necefiarily be fome 
brder in:thfe diftribtrtion of his gifts and grace : The Lord 
tfififl ctmim^icatehtinfeK *more abeindantiy to the foul, 
which faithfuHy prepares its heart, for his .ways; he muft 
beftow more continual marks of his protefiion and mercy 
I5n the upright heart, which gives him conftant proof of 
l^ve a»d fidelity ; and the fervant who improves his talent, 
ittuft*necefi&rily be i^compenfed in proportion to the profit 
he ha« known how to reap from it : It is juft on the con* 
ttary, that a lukewarm and unfaithful heart, who fervei his 
Ood with liegfigencemtd difgufl, flioutd find the Almighty 
fPoM and difguAed towat^s him : The mifery infeparable 
from coldnefe,* is, therefore, the privation of the grace of 
pttxeflion. If you become cold, the Almighty becomes 
fo towards you ; if you limit yourfcif with regard to him, 
to thofeeifential duties j which yoir cannot refufehim with- 
outlgUilt, he confines himfelf with re^rd to you, to thofe 
general fuccours, which will not fupport yon far : He re- 
tires from you, in proportion as you retire from "him ; and 
the nmfme of fidelky with which you ferve him, is the 
jiretfore of proteiElten you may cxpeft to receive- 

Nothing 
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Nothing can b.e more eij^itable than this condud ; foff 
yoi^ enter into judgment with your God. 'YantiegleA 
every opportunity where you might giv« him pvoofs cl" 
your fidelity: You difputeeyery thing with Wm, ^ which 
you thi^k you could avoid the payment : You carefully 
watch, left you do any thing for him, beyond what duty 
requires. It appears, you fay to him, what he formerly 
{did to the unfaithful fervant : Take that thine is ; and go 
thy way. You reckon with God, as I may fay : All your 
attention is engs^ed in prefcribing linaitsto the right he has 
over your heart ; and all his attention likewife, if I may 
be pei^naitted to fpeak in this manner, is to put bounds to 
his mercies to your foul, and to pay your difference with . 
the fame : Love is the price of 'love alone ; and if you do 
not fuificiently feel all the (error and extent oC this truths 
allow me. to explain to you its confequences. ' ^ 

The lirfl: is, th^t this ftateof lukewarmnefs and infidelity 
removing the foul from the grace of proteflion, leaves him,^ 
as I may fay, empty of God, and in the hands, as it were, 
of his own weaknefs : He may undoubtedly, with the com- 
mon fuccours left him, ftill preferve the fidelity be owes 
to God : He has always enough to fupport him in well-do* 
ing; but his lukewarmnefs deprives him of the ability to 
apply them to any purpofe; that is to fay, that he is ftili 
aided by ihpfe (uccours, which noay enable him to go on ; 
hut no longer by thofe with which he may -infallibly perfc- 
vere ; there is no peril, therefore, in this fituation, but 
makes a dangerous imprellion on him* aad leads him to the 
brink of ruin. 

I grant that a happy natural difpofition, fome remains of 
modefty, and fear of God^ a confcience ftill afraid (^ guilt, 
dnd ft reputation to preferve, m^ for foroe time defend hiitf 

againft 
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■guoft Umrelf ; but as tbefe refources, drawn 'ttiofily froAi 
.nature* cannot extend far ; al the fenfual objefiii, in the 
inidA of which he lives, make everyday new wounds in 
bis-heart, and grace lefs abundant, repairs not the lofs, 
alas ! his ftrength exhaiifts every^ moment, iaith relaxes, and 
'truth i^ obfcured ; the more he advances, the worfe he be- 
comes,: Such fouls fed perfcSly, that they no longer retire 
ham the world and its dangers, equally innocent^ as former- 
ly ; that they carry their weakneffes and compliance much far* 
ther ; that they encroach upon iianits which they formerly 
refpeded ; that loofe converfations find them more indul. 
j^nt, evil.fpeaking.more favourable, pleafure lefs guarded, 
jand the world more anxious for it ; that they bring into it, 
a heart already half-gained; that they are feniible of their 
lofles, but feel nothing to repair them ; in a word, that 
.God is almoft withdrawn from them ; and there is no Ion* 
ger any barrier, but their own weaknefs, betwixt guilt and 
them. Behold the fituation in which you are ; aad from' 
thatf judge of the one in which you will foon be. * 

' I know that this fiate of relaxation and infidelity trou* 
blea and difturbs you ; that you fay every diy, that nothing 
can beflow greater happinefs, than a detachment from every 
thing worldly; and that you envy the deftiny of thofe 
Chdftians who give themfelves up to God without referve* 
anino longer keep any terms with the world. But you 
ar« deceived ;' it is not the faiths or the fervour of thefe 
faithful Chriftians, you envy; you only covet their lot; 
Jthat'happinefs and peace, which they enjoy, in the fervice 
of their Maker, and which you are incapable of partaking ; 
you only envy them that infenfibility, and happy indiffer* 
ence to^whrch they have attained, for the world and every 
thing it efteems ; your love for which occafions all your 
troubles, remorfes, and fecret' anguiih ; but you envy 

them 



^Ihcm Mt tte teiifiers dtef ifeie' uiidvr tbe nec^tf of 
making, ki arrive iait^heir prefmxt ftate of }»eace 'and MM*. 
^Httjr: Yoti ettvytfarm not the trials they have unde«u 
^one, in Drder tor merit the j^inecioils gift of a livsely anl 
ieirv^nt faith : You emrjr tbe happinefs of cheir ftaffe ; hift 
you would not wift it to coft you (he iMufion and ie0fualKt)r 
«€ yont owti. • • 

The feeond cottfequenetfe I draw frotti the teMil of th^ 
grace of prote^ioii to th^ kikewanrm C^ridian, i», khat tk^ 
yoke of our Saviour, to him, hecomes burdenfome, hard) 
and inritpportftble. For, my brethren, by tbe ittegalmkf 
of out nature, having loft alf fade for righteoufitefs and 
truth, tvhich, in a ftate of innocence, forlned the ha]^i^ 
hefs of man, we yo tertger have any fbeftng or defire, btfit 
for objeSs which grattify the fenfes and paffions. The d«t 
lie* of the law of God, which recil us from the fenfes ti^ 
the fp irk, and mafke us famficethe prefcnt imprefTiofts «€ 
pleafure -to the hope Of future promifes : Thefe duticte* I 
fay, prefently fatigue our weaknefs, becaufe they are con- 
tinual ^flbits we make againft oufftlvel. It requires the 
lm£lton k>f gtace, therefore, to fofte» the yoke; it is m- 
ceflkty that giuee fprtad feci^t eoirfeiations over its bitt«ri> 
siefs, and change the ftdtiefsfof duty into a holy >nd fetiffi 
We joy; ^Now the lukei^rtn foul, deprived of this unot 
tion, feels only th6 weight of tb^ fdke, without the c^n^ 
fohtioA^ ^hich foften h 3 In this nftattner, all the duties^ctf 
jpiety and' rdigion become infipid to you ; works of falvc^ 
tion become wearifom^ ; your €oofoie«ice, relMeis and ^m^ 
barrafled, by yom relaxaiion^ and infidenties, of which 
you cannot juftify the innocence, nd longer allows yovt t0 
enjoy either perfce or joy in the" (ef vice df <xod. Ydil fed 
Hi the weight of the duties to whieb forte* remains rf faitbi 
4nd love of eafo, binder yoifh from being unfirfthful; bal 

you 
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yoa foci Jaol iIk> fiMrdi tuftsukyiiy oC.AislnirioaniSriQMc^ 
.wiiitfbi««dM» and. fuplMurU^lui fecv«ili.Cb«»ftian : You 
Aim, perhaps, -certaiii ocdafiam- off plaaittre« where iurn^ 
4)once isi.iitre of Jictng^ ftipwrecked-y iaiir }!OttoM)ff€9p«ei«> 
mice ii^ the retrelit..wlijoh: dmdes yoo fnom t9hfm». « 
.ws^riromeiyefs, ami a tnpte Uiielj^ de&le ifooi tbeianie jd^ai^ 
Anea^ faoiH} which, yao have iarced ynusi^edf to rrfniaik 
Yop |iira)f, but fpaifkse i^ no, lann^i; but. 2 fatigus i Y6A 
inqMnt tbeJbckt^ b£ vifltiabus p»riQi»v bi^ tbe» cooipa^ 
Qy becomes fo trkfome, as: a)nloftto.di%crf.y.oii.Mlitbiyic4 
tue itfelf : The flighteft violence you do upqn your incli- 
aAkinli £pi/ th^ Adce^ hfaiTeh^ eolte ydil Af:h: e0wrt|k» ttiat 
tbe* pienfiftras and amii£m^ni«b of ibe .wovid iteft fcs fitppli^ 
lldi;lQ* lo.rQflvfli aside ij»viigofa(« you after thia rfeUgue;. tha 
^iiBlififtinoiilifiGati9neai)«ii9^ayofltT body!; cafi^^untaftoofa 
ted cbagrin^ through. y«ittr!ttmi|>er, tod only cooli>l€». you) 
by: aiutmaBedtate/ detterntiBatKoti^ toabatidoa it& pra^iea* 
&tt4ite iiah^py>. andt^wft^uMit-' conforauon,; bed^ufeyon 
dapi^v^yowrfelf of.aiiveridkyotttloire, ;uid iUbAkuleir^itA 
placeidftltics whkh yoiiikufvie-aot.: Your.wbde/lifo t3 btit a 
BMilaBCiiidly falfigQe« wdaLptrfCktni difgt^ ^th^yourfipif:; 
Youiirefotnble^heJ&aelitesiiik the defert ; difgtftllfid^ go ibo 
aii«& |iart^ wththe maxim. upon wbicfacithe'^I^ord. h^diOidem 
cditbcfls to fubfift ;. ^pd:on /thoofebar^ not daring; to return 
to tibe food. of. the. ^gyp^siti$4s vsfaicb^ they fiHLiaved^ and 
atet| the dcsad^ aloae. oiV^the. iynpoghtyx auger indbcedk 
them to dany themfeiiie^.. -. UctwAlm ftafiejDfi.Tix^Qce;cpm« 
not endure ; we foon tire of any remains of virtue, which 
ioknat qujet the.heatt; conafdrt the soaCbn,. aod even fbt- 
tte Qurr felfi-love :. We feon tUfiow ofii the mmatna of. ai 
yoke, whicdb wei^i,iMkdejwtL;. and: Wbiohrwe no Ibn^vr 
cany tfaraugh.lfiv^; but for dcQency'& (Abi. It i& fo mew 
lancholy ta.hauotbing'at.alh as Imay &y: Keiphsr Juib 
Mr -worldly.;, ^tadied afiUieo to the world -no^. ta. Jefitt> 
I . ^ ^ Chrift; 



ChtiA ; laa^ayiAg wilher rtbs p)eal&ii«f of :'th6 feafes, -nor 
thofe of grace f' that it is i^paffibk this wearifaniie 'fitua:- 
tion of in^Serence mi neatratity can he^ dnrshle, .^^he 
heart, and .particiUarly thofe of a: certain <defcription, re»> 
quires an avowed:obje& to occupy, aifd intereft it ; If' not 
God, it wtllfoonbe the world: A faean, lively; eager, 
always in extremes^ and fiicb as the generality ot^aieu pof^ 
fefs, cannot be fixed; but by the feelings ; and .to be icon- 
timially difgnfled with virtue, ihi^s a.faesM jikeady pmpsnei 
10 yield to the attn&ions of vioe^ . ' t 

-' •■ . - ■ . i: , i^ . ■ . ' .' . ' ; . • , 

I know, in the #rft placer Thas there are laty and indo* 
ient fouls,, who feem to kc^p fihenifelvesv in this ftate of 
equilibniti^'bnd inienfibitily ;« i^ooffipr nothing ^ecMed^ 
either for>the world or virtue ;. who-appear equally di&anii 
by their difpofitions, either from the ardours of a faithful 
piety, or the exceffes of profane guilt ; who; in'themidft 
of the pleafuves of the iforM, prerdve a fund- of reten- 
tion and regularity, wlftch. proves the exiftence of fome 
remains of virtue j and in the:niidft of their religious 4u. 
ties, a fund of careleffnefs and laxityt which ftlU. breathes 
the air and maxims of the worid« Thefe are indolenuand 
tranquil hearts, animated in nothing^; in whom' indolence 
almoft fupplies the place < of virtue; and who,' notwith* 
Sanding they never arrive at that degree of piety, which 
the faithful accomplifhy never proceed to thofe lengths in 
iniquity, which criminal and abandoned fouls do. . . 

I know it, my brethren, but liikewife kaow, that. this 
indolence of heart: defends us only from crimes*' which 
would coil us trouble ; makes us avoid only thofe pleafures 
which we would be obliged to purchafe, at.theexpence.of 
our tranquillity, and which the Jove of eafe alone prevents 
us from enjoying. It leaves us virtuous only in the eyes, of 

men, 
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; Unianr^ho cQtifound the indolence wthich dreads embarraff- 

j mciitr with the pkty which flies from vice; but it does not 

. flefend us againft ourfeWeS ; againft a tboufand illicit de- 

firfes ;• a thoufand criminal compJiances ; a thoufarid' paf- 

fidhs, liipre fecfiet, and lefs painful, becaufe fliut up inthis 

heart ; from jealoufies, which devour us ; ambition, which 

. domineers over us ; pride, which corrupts us ; a defire ot 

picafUre,' wKtdb engrbfliss tis ; anexcefs of lelUiove, which 

is the principle of' all oar condu3, and fhfefts all our ac^ 

, tion«; that is to fay,*.that Uiis indolence delivers up ouc 

heart to all its weaknefles ; at^the Camt time.that it fervea 

as a check againil the. more Urilung and tinmiluious pafa 

ddhs^ and that^ what ajjpears. only indolence in the eyes of 

■ fio^fir^ h always befbrje God a fecret ignominy and corrupt 

-I' know, in the (ecctnd place, that this love of piety, and 
this iin&ion whiii^vf^tteAs tlfe pra&ice of yeligaous dut^ies, 
is a ^ gift frequently refufed even 10 holy and laithful Chrif* 
tians^ 'But there are three elTential differences betwixt the 
fakfafuf foul, to whom che Lord' denies the fenfible confo^. 
lations of piety ; and the lukewarm and worldly oae, whom 
the weight of the yoke oppreffes, and vvrho is incapable of 
enjoying the things of God, 
i , ... 

• The firft is, That a faithful Chriftian, in fpite of his re^ 
pugnancies, prefervinga firm and folid faith, finds hisfiate, 
and the exemption from guilt .in which be lives, fincc 
touched by God, a' thoufatid limes tnere happy, than that 
in which he lived when delivered up to his paffions ; and 

•' penetrated with horror at his former exceffes, he would 
not change his lot, or re-engage himfelf inhis former vices. 
for all the pleafures of the earth: In place of which^ 
the lukewarqi and unfaithful heart, difguftcdwith virtue, 

,- ; Vol I. S envioufly . 



IgS SERMON V« 

envioufly regBoiiB cfae ple9fure$9 apd vsn fa^ppineft of ibd 
world ; and bis dilgufts being only the confequeiiee aru} 
fuSerings of his weaknefs, andt the liukews^rmn^f^ Qf bin 
fdth, to pluage into fin, begins to appear as the only re^ 
fource left him, from wearineTs an4 the glooipinefs of pi-> 
Cty; ■....-.•'. 

. The fecond difference is, That the faithful Chriftiant iij 
the midft of bis difgufts and hardfl>tps, at leaft bears a con- 
fcience which reproaches him not with guilt: He ^t leaft ia 
fapportedy by the teflimony of bis own heart, and by 4 
certain degree of internal peaces rvdbicbf: tbough lieither 
warm, nor very fenfible, faik not^.. however, to eilabliih 
within us, a calm which we neter experienced in the pfttbs 
of error: on the contrary, the lukewarm and unfaiibfili 
foul, allowing himfelf, againft the teftimony oi his own 
confcience, a thottfind daily t^aAfgre^ons, of which he 
kno^s not the wickednefs, benrs always an.Uneafy an4 fuf^ 
picious confcience ; and being lio longer fullained by l^v^ 
for his duties, nor the peace and teftimony of his confci* 
ence, this ftate of agitation and wearinefs foom iertmme$ 
in the miferable peace of fin. 

The laft reafon is. That the difgufts of the faithful Chrif, 
tian being only trials, to which, for his purification, God 
■expofes him, he fupplics, in a thoufand ways, the fenfible 
econfolations of virtue which he refufes him ; he replace^ 
them by a more powerful prbte£lion ; by a merciful atten<- 
tion to remove every danger which might feduce him ; 
and by more abundant fuccours of grace ; for the Almighty 
wiflies nekher to lofe nor difcourage him ; he wjflies only 
to prove him ; and make htm expiate by the affii£lions anci 
.hardfhips of virtue, the unjuft pleafures oi fin: But the 
difgufts of an infidel foul are not trials, they are puniflif 

nents : 
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Itaents : It i$ riot a tnerciful God who fufpends the confola- 
lion* df gtace, i^ithoUt ftifpending grace itfelt : It is not a 
lender lather, who fupplies by the folidity of his tenderncla, 
and by efiefluat affiftances, the apparent rigours he is un- 
d^r the neceffity of ufitig : It i$ a fevere judge, who only 
feegirs to deprive the criminal 6f a thoiifand indulgences, 
becaiafe the fentence of death is prepared for him. The 
hardflrips of virtue find a thoufand refources in virtue it* 
Mi ; thofe of lukewarmnefs, can find them only in the 
deceitful pleafures of vice* 

Snth, my brethren, h the inevitable lot of lukewarm- 
nefs in the ways of God ; the mifery of lofing righteouf- 
tiefs. Will you tell us, after this, that you wilh to prac- 
tife only a degree of virtue which may continue ; that thcfe 
gre^t exertions of zeal cannot be fupported ; that it is much 
better not to begin fo high, |ind by thefe means to accom- 
plifii the end ; and that they never go far, who exhauft 
themfelves at the beginning ol their journey. 

I know that every excefs, even in piety, comes not 
from the Spirit of God, which is a fpirit of wifdom and 
difcretion ; thsst the zeal which overturns the order of 
Our ftate and duties, is not the piety which comes from 
above, but an illufion born in ourfelves ; that indifcretion 
is a fource of falfe virtues ; and that We often give to va« 
ftity what we think is given to truth. 

But I tell you from God, that to perfevere in his ways, 
w« muft give ourfelves up to him without referve : That 
in order to fupport the fidelity due to the eflential parts of 
our duty, we muft unceafiiigly endeavour to weaken the 
j»ffions which oppofe it; and that keeping term^ with 
thefe paffions, under the pretext of not going too far, is 

to 
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to dig for ourfelves a grave. ' I teH you, that it ironly th« 
faithful and fervent Chriftians, who, *rtot contented with 
Ibuhning fin, fliun al foe very thing which can lead to itj 
that if is thefe alone who perfevercy who fuftain ihemfelveSy 
who honour piety k»f a fupported, equal and umform^eon- 
du6l ; and, on the contrary, it is lukewarm and relaxed 
fouls, who have begun their penitence, by limiting theii? 
piety, and accommodating it to the plealures^ and ma?cims 
of the world ; it is thefe fouls who draw back, who belio 
thcmfelves, and who dilhonour piety, by their incortflancy 
and inequality of condufl: ; by a life, fometimes blended 
"with virtue and retirement, and at others devoted to the 
world and weaknefs : And I appeal to yourfelves, my bre- 
thren, if, when you fee in the world a perfon relax from 
his £rft fervour, gradually mingle himfelf in the pleafures 
and focieties he had lately fo fcrupuloufly and feyerely 
denied himfelf ; infenfibly abate his love of retirement, bis 
inodefty,/circumfpe6lion, prayers, and exa£Utude to • f irl- 
£1 his religious duties^ you fay not to yourfelves, that he 
is not far from returning to what he formerly was ? Are 
not thefe relaxations regarded by you as a prelude to his 
tuin ; and that virtue is nearly extinft, when once you feie 
it weakened ? Do you even require fo much to roufe your 
ceitfures, and malicious prefages againfi piety ? Unjuft that 
yoiT are, you condemn a cold and unfaithful virtue, while 
you condemn us for requiring of you a virtue faithful and 
ferment ! You pretend, that in order to continue, you muft 
begin with moderation, while you prophecy that a total 
departure from virtue is not far diftant, when once it begins 
to be followed with coolnefe and negligence. 

From a relaxation alone, tlierefore, we are tp dread a 
return to our former courfes, and a departure from virtue : 
It is not. by giving ourfelves up without referve to God^ 

that 
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thSit wc beeottie difguficd With piety, and arc forfakcn.by 
him.: The way to come glorioufly ofF in battJe, is not by 
fpariog, .but overcoming thr enemy : There is.no dread, 
therefdre, of doing too much, left "W)e flbould be xinablc to 
fupport it; on the contrary, :t<> merit j the grace neceflary 
to our fupport, we ought, from the firft, to. leave nothing 
undone. What illufion, myibrethren;! We.diiead zeal, as 
dangerous to perfeverance : and it is zeal alone which can 
obtain it ; We fix ourfetves in a lukewarm and commodious 
life, as the only one which can'fubfift; and it is the only 
one which proves falfe : We fhun fidelity, as the rock of 
piety ; and piety without fidelity is never far from ihip- 
wreck. 

It is thus that lukewarmnefs removes from the infidel 
foul the grace of prote£lion ; of which the abfence depriv* 
ing our faith of all its . ilrength, and the yoke of Jefua 
Chrift of all its cohfolations, leaves us in a ftate of fuch 
imbecility, that to be loft, innocence requires only to be at- 
tacked* But if the lofs of rigbteoufnefs is inevitable, on 
the part of graee which is withdrawn, it is ftiiLmore fo, 
on account of the pai&ons which are fortified within us. 

Part II. What renders vigilance fo necefl&ry to Chrif^ 
tian piety, is, that all thepaflions which bppbfe themfelvei 
in lis to the law of God, only die, as I may fay, with us. 
We undoubtedly are able to weaken them, by the afliftance 
of grace, and a fervent and lively faith; butihe roots al- 
ways continue in the heart ; we always carry within us the 
principles of the fame errors our tears have e&ccd. Guilt 
may be extinguifhed in our hearts; but fin, as ttie Apoille 
fays, that is to fay, the corrupted inclinations which have' 
formed our guih, inhabits and lives there ftill : And that 
fund of corruption whidi.rembved us fo far from God, it 

flil 
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^iil left us To our penitence, to ferve as a eontinual exertifd 
to virtue ; to render us, by the continual occafions of ccnan^ 
bat it raifes tip for us, more worthy of an eternal crown i 
to humble our pride ; to keep us in remembrance that thd 
itaration of our prefent life h a time of war and danger ; 
and, by a delliny inevitable to our nature, that there is on^ 
\y one flep between relaxation and guilt. ' 

It is true, that the grace of Jefus Chrift is given os to 
reprefs tbefe corrupted inclinations which furvive our oon- 
^rerfion ; but in a ftate of lukewarmnefs, as I have already 
faid, grace offering us only common fuceoqrs, and th< 
grace of proteftion, of which we are become unworthy, 
being either more rare, or entirely fufpended, it is evident 
that the paffions muft acquire new ftrehgtb. But I fay, 
that not only the paffions are ^regthened, in a lukewarm 
and infidel life, becaufe the grace of protcftion which 
checked them is more rare, but likewife by the ftate itfelf 
of relaxation and coldnefs ; for that life being only a con# 
tinned indulgence of all the paffions; a fimple eafinefs iii 
granting, to a certain degree, every thing which flatter! 
the appetite! ; a watchfulnefs, even of felf-love, to re^ 
move whatever might reprefs, or reflrain them ; and a pcr- 
lietual ufage of all things, capable of inflaming them : it is 
evident, that by tbefe means they mufl daily acquire neur 
force. 

In a word, my brethren, we are not to imagine, that in 
pufhing our indulgence for our paffions, only to certain 
lengths permitted^ we appeafe them as I may fay, that w^ 
allow fufficient to fatisfy them, and not enough to ftain p»r 
foul, or carry trouble and remorfe through our confcieace ; 
or fancy that we can ever attain a certain degree of equili- 
bration betwixt virtue and fin, wbere^ on the ond fide, our 
, paffions 
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p^ffions a^re fatisfied by tbe indulgence allowed 4hcm ; aii4 
on jtbe.Qtber, GFur confcience is tranquil, by tbe abfeocc 
of guilt, whkhwefliun. For fuch is the plan adopted 
by the lukewarm foul : Favourable to his indolence, be- 
C^aafe he equally banilbes every thing, either iq virtue or 
in fin^ which can difturb him: To the pailions, he refufe^c 
whatever might trouble his confcience; and to virtue» 
whatever might be difagreebk to, or mortify his felf-Iove: 
But this ftaie of equilibrium is a perfeft chimera. The 
paQions know no limits or bounds in guilt ; how, thereforp» 
frould they poffibJy be rel^rained to tbofe of the lukewam^ 
foul ? Even the utmoft excefs cannot refirain or fix them $ 
how then could fimple, indulgences do it ? The n^ore you 
^nt, the ipore you deprive yourfelf of the power to re- 
fufe then) any thing* The true fecret of appeafing, is npt 
by favouring them to ^ certain degree ; . it is by oppofing 
them in every thing ; ;every indi^^nce Q^ly renders thei^ 
more fierce and unmanageable^ ; it is a little water thrown 
upon a great fire, which, far from extinguiihing* incieafe^ 
its fury : Every thing which flatfers the piafRoos, renders 
them more keen, and dinunilhes the pr<4>abiUty of being 
able to conquer them'. 

Now, fuch is the ftate of a lukewarm aad unfaithful foul. 
It allows itfelf every animofity which extends not to avoWf 
ed revenge; it juftifies every pleafure, in which guilt is 
Qot palpable ; it delivers itfelf up without referve to every 
worldly defire and gratification^ by which no individual, 
it fuppofes, is! injured; every omiflion, which feems to 
turft^oA the arbitrary duties, or but flightly interefts the ef- 
fential ones, it makes no fcruple of; every a£Uon of felf- 
love, which leads not dire£l!y to guilt, it regards as nothing ; 
«U that nicety, with regard to rank and perfonal fame, 
which ia compatible with that moderation «veo the world 

' requires, 
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requires, it regards as a merit. Now, what happens in con^. 
fequence of this ? Liften and you fhall know; and I beg 
yoii willatterid to the following reBeftions. '• 

In the firft place : All the inclinations within us, wfeich 
oppofe theritfelves'. to order and duty,' being continually 
ftrengthdried, order and duty at laft find in us .ihfiinnouiHa- 
bfe difficulties; in fo much, that to accotriplifli them bii 
any eSential occafion, or when required by the law of 
God, is like remounting againft the ftrearti of a raipid flood, 
where the current drags us down, in fpite of every effort 
id the contrary ; or like a furious arid unmanageable fidrfe, 
which it is necefTary to ftop ihoft on the brink of a f)r^ci- 
pice. Thus, your infenfibility and pride; are rtourifhed to 
fuch a degree of ftrength, tha£ you abandon your heaft to 
all their impr^ffioris : Thus your care and anxiety, have fo 
fortified in your heart, the defire of worldly praife, that on 
any important occafion, where it would be necefTary to 
facrifice the visihity of- its fuflFrages to duty,' and expoffc 
yourfelf, for th^ good of your foul, to its cenfuro STnd de- 
rifion, yt)U will always prefer the interefls of vanity to thofe 
of truth, and the opinions of men will be much more pow* 
erful than the fear of God. Thus thofe anxieties with re- 
^ard to fortune and afdvancement, have rendered ambition 
fo completely fovereign of your heart, that in any delicate 
conjunSure, where. the deftriiQion of a rival would be ne- 
neffary towards' your own elevation, you will never hefi« 
tate, but will facrifice youf confcience to your fortune; 
and be unjufl towards your brother, I'eail you fail towards 
yourfelf. Thus, in a word, to avoid a long detail, thofc 
fiifpicious attachments, loofe converfations, ridiculous com* 
f liances, and defires of pleafing, too much attended to^ 
have filled you with difpofitions fo nearly allied to guilt 
and debauchery, that you are no -longer capable of refin- 
ance 
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ance tfpintimy. of their attacjks ; thexorruption prepaj-ed, 
hy the whole traicid* your pail anions, wiU be ligh^^d up 
in. an inftant: Your weaknefs will overcome your reflect 
tion : Your heart will go.agaipft glory, duty, and yourfelf. 
We cannot, long continue, faithful, when we find in our- 
fclves fo many difpofitions to be otherwife. 

• Thus you will ypurfelf be furprifed at your pwn weak- 
nefs: You, Will alk at.yourfelf, What are become of aU 
thofc difpofitions. of modefty and virtue, which formerly 
infpired you with fuch horror at fin ? You no longer will 
know yourfelf: But this ftate of guilt will gradually ..ap- 
pear lefs frightful to you : The heart foon juftifies to itfelf, 
,wh?tever pleafes it : Whatevei: is agreeable to us, does not 
long alarm ujs ;. and. to the mifery of a departure from .vir- 
tue, you. will .s^d the mifery of ignorance and fecurity. . 

Such is the inevitable lot of a lijkcwarm and unfaithfuf 
life: Paflions which, we have too much indulged ; ** Young 
lions,** fays a prophet, which have been nouriihed with- 
** out precdutipn, at length grow up, and devour the care- 
" lefs hand,^ which has even afEfted to ftrengthen and rcn* 
•*.der them formidable :" The pailions arrived to a cer- 
tain point, gain a complete afcendancy : In vain you then 
try. to regain.yourfelf : The time is paft ; you have foftered 
th^ profane fire in your heart ; it muft at laft break out ; 
you have nouriihed the venom within you ; it muft ixow 
fpread and gain upon you ; and the time is pad for any ap-. 
plication to medicine; you fhould have taken it in time; 
at the commencement the dif^afc wa4 not irremediable ; 
youiuive allowed it to ftrengthen ; you have irritated it, by 
every, thing which, could inflame, and render, it incurable ; 
it mull now be conqueror, and you the viftim of your own 
indifcretion and indulgence. 
. V0L.L T Do 
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Y^o you not likewife fay, my brethren, chat yon have 
the bell mkentiods in the world \ that yon viflsymr cmM 
afl much better than you do ; andtfavugh yoo have the iia«. 
cereftdeStesforfalvation, yetaihoofand cot]^un£hires:hap> 
pen in life, idietie we forget all our good- intetttioosi and 
niuft be faints to refift their impreffions ?' This is ejcafily 
what we tell you ; that in fpite of ail your pretended good 
tntentibtrs, if you ix^ not fly, ftruggte^ watch, pf^y* and 
Continually take the command over yoorfeif, athoufoid 
bccafions will occur, Where you will no longer be maAcr 
of your own Weaknefs : This is what we tell you, [tint 
nothing but a mortified and watchlml life can place ns bew 
yond the reach of temptation and danger : That it is ridi^ 
culous to fuppofe we fhall continue fakfafuly in tboTe imK 
ments when violently attacked, when we bear a heart weak* 
ened, wavering, and already on the verge of falliiig; Aat 
none but the houfe built upon a rock can refift the winds 
and the tempefts ; and, in a word, that we muft be holy, 
and firmly eflabiiOied in virtue, to live free trom guik. ^ 

And when I fay that we muft be holy : Alas f my bre- 
thren, the moft faithful and fervent Chriftians, with every * 
inclination mortified as far as the frailty of our nature will 
permit ; imaginations purified by prayer, and minds neii<* 
rifhed in virtue, and meditation on the law of God, ire-^ 
quently find themfelves f n ' fuch terribte fituatiOns, that 
their hearts fink within them ; their imaginations become 
troubfed and deranged ; they fee themfelves in thoTemdan* 
choly agitations, where they float for a long time betwixt 
viftory and death ; and, h'ke a veffel ftruggh'ng againft the 
waves, in the midft of an enraged ocean, they can only 
look for fafety irom the Almighty Commander of wkidi 
and tempefts. , And you, with a heart already hafi'f-fedticedv 
with inclinations at leaft bordering upon guilt, would wiA 

your 
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rovftwtAtmhto be pro^ agiipft all atucks« and the moft 
ptmmfn] temptattons^ to find you always tranquil and inac* 
««Abte f You wotdd wifti with yo»r lukewarm, fenfuaU 
«nd "WOrldiy tnorris,'thaton tJiele occafions your ibul ihould 
te gifted -wkh^thatftrength ^nd faith which even the moft 
lender and wdtohfiti piety fometimes cannot give ? Ypu 
would wfifa pafllfons flattered, nonriibedi and ftrengthened, 
ioiidttfian, tta&Me^ quiet, and cold, in the prefence of 
olije&6 tnoft capable of lighting 4,h«m up ? Tbofe which 
isifter yearS' od' a&fteritkaB, and a liftf devoted tQ prayer and 
wilehift|f, awaiie fometimes in a moment, far tvetx from 
danger, and, by melancholy examplet, mbke the moft up*- 
fii^ feel, tbiH mt never jBieuld be dF our guard, and that 
^ fiigiieft point of vinue i» fometimes the infiam which 
pi^cedes a dep^irtnite itom^ and total lofs of k. Such ia 
cfor loti my brethren^ to be quicks figfated only towards the 
dangers which regard our fortune, or oat life, and not 
even to knoW thofe which threaten our falvation. But let 
tts undeceive oorfelves : To ihun guilt, fomething more is 
required than the Imkewafinnefs and indolence of virtue ; 
"^ tkni valance is the ^only mean left tis by our Saviour to pre- 
ferve our innocence, Firft refle^on* 

' A (econd reiUi£Uon to be made on this truth is, That the 
pfiffions, daily ftrengthening in a lukewarm^ and infidel life, 
not only duty finds^n us unformountable repugnancies, but 
guilt likewife, as I may fay, poliihes itfelf ; and at laft we 
feel wy more repugnance ta it, than to the lirapleft fault. 
Indeed, by thefe -daily infidelities infeparable from luke- 
W8rmnefs,'the heart, as if by infenfible fteps, at laft arrives 
at <^fe dangerous limits, which, by a fingle line, feparate 
life from deaths guilt from innocence, and makes the final 
ftep, almoft without perceiving it ; only a little way re^ 
. mnning for him to go, and having no occafion for any new 

exertion 
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exotion to accomplifh it, he does notbeKeve he ha&;ez«^' 
ceeded his fomier bocrnds. He had repieniflbed himfelf 
with difpofitionSyfo nearly bordering .on guilt, that -he ha^^ 
brought forth iniquity without patn^ reptignaQ<^» vifible 
movement, or even perceiving it himfelf : Similar to a dy^ 
ingperfon, whom the languors of alongandpaiiifulmala'^' 
dy ha^ fo extenuated, and fo nearly approached ^to his end,' 
that the departing figh refemWes thofe which have. preceded 
it; cofts him no greater effort than the others, and even 
leaves the fpeSators uncertain, whether his 1^ moment 'is 
come, 01 if he ftill breathes : And this is what renders the 
flate 6f a lukewarm and infidel foul ftill more dangeroui, 
that they are commonly dead to grace, without knowingit 
themfelves : They bedome enemies to God, while they 
ftill live with him as with a friend : They are ftiil inth^^ 
commerce of holy things, when they*have loft the gtace^ 
which entitles us to apprcKieh them. 

Thus, let tKbfe focpls whom this difcourfe regards, noipn^- 
ger deceive themfelves, becaufe they believe to have hitherto 
avoided a grofs departure from virtue : - Their ftate before 
God, is undoubtedly only mote dangerous: Perhaps the 
moft formidable danger of lukewarmnefs, is, that already 
dead in the -fight of God, they live in thcjir opinion, with* 
out any vifible or marked guilt ; that they compofe them» 
felves tranquilly in death, depending on an appearance of 
life which comforts them ; that to the danger of their fitu- 
ation, they add a falfe peace, which confirms them, in this 
path of illufion and darknefs ; it is in a word, that the Lordy 
by terrible and fecret judgments, ftrikes them with blind- 
nefs, and punilhes the corruption of their. heart,* by permit* 
ting them to be ignbrant of it. A grofs fall from virtue^ 
if I may venture to fay fo; would to them be a mark of the 
goodnefs and n^ercy of God : They would then at leaft 
/ open 
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open thexr ejes^: Naked and mahfieft guilt would tbeo cac^ 
ry iTimbhdtnd uneafinefs through 'their 'CooCcience.: The 
difeafe at lalL difcpvered, would perhaps induce them to 
have recourfe to the remedy ; ia pUce of which, this life, 
apparently regular, compofes and calms them ; renders ufe- 
le(s the .exfunple of iorvent Chriftians ; perfuades them 
thait ibis :gresit fervour is unnecedary ; that it is much more 
the^etfied of tempers^n^ent than of grace ; that it is an emo- 
tion of- z^f rather .than, a duty ; and makes them li&en, to, 
as „vain eicaggei:atioDS,,all thai; we jay, with regard to a.luke- 
.warm and infidel life. Secoud refle£lian. 

In a word, the laft reflexion to be made on this great 
tn4b< is, that fuch is thejoature of our hc^rt, always to 
reoiain: much .below what , it at firil propofed. A thoulknd 
tiqies .wehave formed pious reColutions ; we have proje£l< 
ed to carry to a certain pcnnt, the .detail of our dut^s and 
condufl ; but the execution has always much diminifiied 
bam the ardour of our projefis ; and has refled a^a degree 
much below the one to which we wilhed to raife ourfelves : 
Thtts, the lukewarm Chriftian, propoiing to himfelf no 
higl^ienppint of virtue, than to i^un guilt ; looking precife- 
Jy to precept, that is to fay, to that rigorous . and precife 
paint of theUw, immedia^lybielov/ which, is prevarica- 
tion and death : He infallibly refis:below, and never reaches 
that eiTential point, whiqh he had propoied to himfelf : It.is, 
the^forec ^n inconjteftible maxim, that we mull undertake 
much, to es^ecute little ; and look very high,. to attain at 
leaft the middle. Now, this maxim, fo fure. with regard 
even to tbempft juft, is much more fo^ with refpef^ to. the 
lukewarm.and infidel foul : For., coldnefs, more ftrongly 
binding all his ties, and augpaenting th§ weight of his cor- 
ruption and mifery, it is principally him, whQ'Oug{itj to 
take this grand flight, in order to attain at leaft the loweft 

degree ; 
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degree ; aiidl iir his cxmiiTeisrwifa inmlidf, pmpofe peffee^ 
ik>n, :i{'iie wifliesto rrft, svca at the obfervance <rf pre^ 
cept : Ateve aU, it is. to. him that we may truly fey, 4ii«t 
by {enlingin hh miod, only ;to'flniii guilt, loaded as he*!* 
with Che weight of btscoldnefa and infidcKties^ be wili'al« 
trays aiigbt at a plaee very difiant imm the <mt he e;x)iefi^ 
ed to reacb ; and'^he Itoeof goiltbeing mmedtatdy beloW 
this commodidus ajuifenfual virtue^ tbe very faneie efforts 
bemadei as bethought to ;{biin it, will^nlyfer^etoeon* 
dufi him to it* Thefe are feafons, imwn jeaibttlf froi^i 
the weaknefs the ftrefigthened }>affioii8 leave to the luke- 
warm and infidel foul ; and which inevitably kadit to ruin. 

The^only rcafon^ howeyvr^ you aBege to us, for perCd« 
v«ring in this dangerous ftate, is, that you are weak, and 
totally unable to fupport amore retired, limited, mortified, 
and i^rfeQ; manner of life: But furely, it is bdcatifeyou 
are weadc, that is to fay, full of difguft lor vinue^ of love 
for the world, and of fubje^oa to yeut; appetites, that a 
reitred and mortified life beeomes indifpetifeblc^: It is be^^ 
caufeytju are weid:, thaft wkhmoite caution, you «ught 
to (hun every danger; tdie^gteater €<mima&d over your* 
fclf ; pray, watch, refufe youffelf every imphoper gnftifi». 
cation, and attain even to holy excefiesot zeal and fervour* 
in order to - accomplifli a barrier againft your weaknefs. 
You are weak ? And becaufe you are weak, you think you 
are entitled toexpofe yomrfdt more than another ; to dread 
danger lets ; with more tramjiiillity and indtfiefeoce, t^ 
liegleft the neeeffary remedies ; to aHow more to your ap^ 
petites ; to preferve a itronger attachment to the world, and 
every thing which can corrupt the heart ? What ilhifion ! 
You make your weaknefs then the title of your fecurity ? 
In the neceffities you have to watch and^pray, you find 
then the privilege of difpenfing with them i And fince, 

when 
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when h it^ thm the fick are authorired to alhxw tfaeaielves 
greats exttfft$, and make nfe of lefii precaution, than 
ihofe who enjoy a perfefi: health ? Prrration haa always 
been the way of the weak and infirm ; and to aUege y4iiir 
wcaknefs as a right of difpeniation from a ino3« ferveiit 
atid'Chrifiian Hfe» is like enumetating your compkitils, hi 
order to perfuade us that you have nooccafioa foriBedi. 
eine. Second veafon, dittwn from the paiGons, which am 
ibengthenfed in iiftate of Itikewarmnefsy and which proves; 
ibat this ftate always ei^ds in a departure from virtue, • axiA 
tbe lofB of righceoufners. 

To all thefe reafons, I fiiould add a third, dra^ira from 
the external futrcours of reiigion, neceflary to the fupport 
of piety; and which beeone nfelefeio the hikewprm and 
ibfideCfEinl. 

' The Holy Sacrament not only becomes <A no utility, 
fcttt even dangarons to him neither by the cotdnefii with 
Which he approaches if, or by the vain confidence witb 
which it infpires-bim ; -ir-is no longer a refource for him ; 
it has loft its effe€l, like medicines too frequently madeufe 
of ; it amufes his hingaor, bat cannot cure him : 'It is Hke 
the ibod of the ilrohg and healthy, which fe far from re<- 
eftablifbing, completes the ruin of the weak ftomach : It 
is the breath of the Holy Spirit, which; unAIe to re-tllu^ 
minate the flit! fmoaking fpark, entireiy exttnguiftes iti 
that is to fay, that the grace of the Holy Sacrament, re^ 
ceived in a lukewarm and infidel heart, no longer operat- 
ing there an increafe of life and ftrengtb, never fails, foon^ 
er or later, to operate tlie death and condemnation attached 
to the abufe of the(e divine remedies* 

Prayer 
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Prayer, that channel. of grace, that nouriflinient to a 
faithful heart ; that fweetener of piety; that refuge againft 
all attacks of the. .enemy ; that cry of an afFetled foul, 
vhich renders the; Lord fo attentive to his. neceflities : 
Prayer, without which the Almighty no. longer quakes him* 
felf felt within us ; without whi^^h we no longer know pur 
father ; wjs no longer render thanks to. our. benefafior, nor 
appeafe our judge ; we expofe no. longer pur wounds, to 
pur phyflcian: We live without God in the world : Pray- 
er, in a word, fo necefTary to the moft eftabli(hed virtue, - 
to the lukewarm foul, is no longet but the wearilpme ocr 
cupa^on of a difirafled mind ; of a heart dry, and fhared 
betwixt a thoufand foreign afFe£lions« He im longer ex- 
periences that love, thofe confolatipns, which are the fruit 
of a fervent and faithful life ; He no longer, as if with a 
new light, fees the holy truths, which confirm the fou^ in 
its contempt for the world, and love for tl^ things of hea* 
ven ; and which, after its departure hence, make it re^d 
with new difguft every thing which foolifh man admires : 
He leavfes it, no longer filled with that lively faith whicl^ 
reckons as nothing,, all the obflacles and difgUfts of virtue, 
and with a holy zeal, devours all its forrows : He no long* 
er feels after it, more love for his. duty, and horror at the 
world ; more determination to fly from its dangers ; more 
light to knpw its nothingnefs and mifery, and flrengthto 
hate and ftruggle with himfelf ; more terror for the judg- 
ments of God, and compun£lion for his own weaknefles : 
He leaves it, only more fatigued than before, with virti^e; 
more filled with, the phantoms of the world, which in the 
moment when at the feet of the Almighty, have, it ap- 
pears, agitated more briikly his imagination, blafled and 
ftained by all thofe images ; more happy, by being quit of 

a bur- 
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i biirdenfome duty, wher6 he has experienced nothing fo 
'agreeable, as the plealure of finding it over ; more eager, 
*y amufenients and infidelities^ to fupply this moment oi 
wearinefs and pain ; in $, word, more diftant from God; 
•whom be has irritated by the infidelity and irreverence ot 
his prayer. Such, * my brethren, is the fruit which he 
reaps" from it. In a word, all the external duties of reli- 
'gion, which fupport and roufe piety, are ho longer to the 
lukewarm Chriftian, but dead and inanimate cuitoms, 
Hvhere his heart is not ; where there is more of habit, than 
of love or fpirit of piety ; and where the only difpofitioA 
he brings is the' wearinefs and languor, of always doing 
the fame thing. 

- Thus, my brethren, the grace of this foul, being con- 
tinually attacked and weakened, either by the prafiices of 
the world, irhich it allows itfelf, or by thofe of piety, 
which it abufes ; either by fenfual objcfts which nourifli 
its corruption, or by thofe of religion, which increafe its 
difgufts ; either by the pleafures which enervate it, or by 
thd duties which fatigue it ; all uniting to make it bend 
towards* ruin, and nothing fupporting if : Alas ! what fat6 
'can It promife itfelf ! Can the lamp without oil, long con- 
tinue to give light ? The tree which no longer draws nou- 
riffiment from the earth, can it fail to wither, and be de- 
voted to the fire ? Now, fuch is the fituation of the luke- 
Hvarm Chriftian ; entirely delivered up to himfelf, nothing 
Supports him ; furrounded by wearinefs and difgufts, no- 
thing reanimates him ; full of weakriefs and ot languor, 
nothing protefls him ; every confolation of the juft foul, 
is to him an increafe of languor ; every thing which gives 
fupport to a faithful Chriftian, difgufts and overpowers* 
him ; whatever renders the yoke more eafy to others, makes 
his mdre burdenfome ; and the fuccours of piety are no 
longer but his fatigues, or his crimes. Now, in this ftate. 
Vol. I. . U O my 
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P myGQd! almoA abandoned by liiy gi:iu:e^ tired of ^hy 
yoke^ difguiled witV^hinifelf, ^ wdla^ifub viftu£!^ I«r^r 
cned by dife^e^ apd iheir reined je^; :^#a!^ipg^^ ^viery fiep;>^ 
a breath pyeituros bii?oi ; h|^ bupn^^U' leai^ tow^tid^ )^ J9^» 
lArithout any ^dditiooal or fpreign fipprelEctn ^ jaQ4 40 f(^ 
bim ial}, there is ^o nec^Qity £pf bi? beiiig ^tac^. 

Th^fe ?^re tbe rjeafons, wbic}^ P^pye itb^ c^rj^jc^y of tfap 

lof;^ of figbteoufni&fs in 9 lukcw^irxi^ apd infid^ )^f. J^giff 

^Tre fo n^any proofs neceQ*^, qay djsar bearer, when y n^ur qwj^i 

misfortunes have io f;M% inAru&ed you ? Reioenibei' icofsf 

whence you are faJlen, as the Holy Sp^it of (}od foroperly 

faid to a lukewarm and infidel foul : Remoimt to the fourcp 

ot the dif orders under which you ftill bend : You will find 

It in tbe negligence ^^ infidelity of which we fpeak. A 

birth of paflion too feebly rejefted, an occafion of d^qgqr 

too much 'frequented, praflices of piery tqo freqiieojtly 

omitted or defpifed, convenieuce too fenfuj^ly £bu]^^ 

after, d^fires of pleafing tooVuch liilened to» daogefOjOf 

writings toq little avoided ; the (our^e is almpft imp^v 

ceptible : Tbp horrent of iniquity proc-ftding from \l^ ba^ 

completely inundated the capacity of yx>u|r foul : It yn^ 

only a fpark which has lighted up ^is great confl^gr^ion ; 

it was a morfel of leaven, which, in the end, has fermentc 

ed, and corrupted the whole mafs. You never believed i^ 

poflible, that you could be, wh^t at pr^fent ypu are : 

Whatever was faid to ydu on this fubjeft, you heard d$ 

exaggerations of zeal and fpirituality : You woiild theA 

have come forward of your own accord, in order to f lear 

yourfelf of certain fteps, for which you now feel joot the 

fmalleft remorfe : Remember from whepce you are falleaa 

Conuder the depth of the abyfs into which yqu are pluog^ 

ed : It is relaxation and flight infidelities, which by degrees 

have condufted ypu to it. Once more, remember it ; ape} 

fee, if that can be denominated a lure or durable fiate^ 

which, has brought you to the precipice. ^^^ 



STATE «it tVKlfvt^illilNESS. ig^ 

' Si** WtMe? ufcsi ali?fifi66 6f SitaB : lie frtVei* at firft prd-i' 
ptHfe^^ gtritt f that *rdAl(f ftigf&tcA . rf\^ay Hii* piref, anfl^ I'e^' 
xite*e it B<*yorid flfe^ea^K of Ris furprifts : Too w^H* li^' 
Kttb^* flfe tbad fiiftKcfii^nig thfe Heafft ; he knows that We 
ftikUt ^tzitmy c6nfirtn the fitirfcF corffddnce^ agafirtft th^ Kbr- 
itjf of guilt, atitfprbpofe ntethii^g it firft but hoft^ft porpa- 
ft»; ititt c^irtaSrf HiAatsf itt- pfeafiir^ : It i« not hoW^y Kke the 
itoii, he? ^ fi*ft sittitki ; It' H' \M4rHy like tfh^ f<ft^ni : iie 
dfoci ritJt fciici yoti *ra1^ to the giilf j he cdrtclufis yoti' 
ttfel*e By witfdMg |«thsf. No, A]^ BWHSrefff, crifti^s are ne-* 
i^t Ate Syft efeyrf of thi hV-art; HaK^id wafe itn^rotifeft t anrf 
rftilMuF^- brf6ir6 Ac* 6teca«ft[% atoaduWi*?: Soldmc^ had 2tU 
Ib^ercI^MAaWf to Birf ftWlticea afhd erretvated fey the deli^» 
a#J iiB|iffitJeil<^ of i^dyartfjr, B^fdr^ he'pWWFfly appealed 
in theirritift of fev^d i^ihcri : Jtidafs had ^v^S u^ his* 
heart to money, before he put a price upon his mafter : 
Fkm wzH pMuihipfvLMf^ bHofe h^ relhc^i^ced' ifhte tru^h. 
^it&lSik'ki ]^ti6gptefo, as werfai ^irfii^: Ai tie day, fay» 
tW=Pr6^etV 'infffiife the day, tl!ius tlfe nfgli^ giv^!? i^ehitt- 
dfibij^ l^lfoMs td Ae ri^jgtif; aM th&^ i^ lib^ fa^ b^tVrxf^ a^ 

fhiMV iirlfftti'fiirjfr^di sHl (ih^'grafee of ^ik>£ef6iio^', foi'fifie^ 
aU M^f^ifdttitis,' f^nSe^ tkUf^ Jt th^ fwitiiou^^ 6f pH^f 
at!^ a lliit« ^Wri it i^ <%ti1t^1f e^fi^: 

Whtft-flftfit, imy i^'Ve^ief, caftcwiffrrll'Areomfdfifydti^, 
i%' t*is^ life 6! n<%Bgftic^' «i* kfflaWit^ ? 1^ it tha^ ejifettip;. 
tibrffi^fe guilt yoa hai^d hStlieYtid pi-efervM ? But I haVd 
fh^i^ yc^u, that ii i^eiffi^r guift itfelf,' or fhat it Will nolf 
M, ftkjh* tb lead yo"!* to- it : U i^ the loV«f Of eaft?? Btit - 
ii^ tihlrti yoU ehjoy ndth^^rtlie pkkfures^ of tHfe i^orld, rfar 
tM'tonfdlatioiis of t^irtu^: Is tf the alfFufafat(i- that the Ah 
nA^ij l^Ulre«^ naniore 6f you? B6t h<yw tJa^ith^ luke: 
warm and unfaithful foul fatisfy or pleafe him, whew froii* 
his mouth he rejeQs h^m ? Is it the irregularity in which the 

geoerality 
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generality of men live, and. who. carry it to an exceft 
which you avoid,? But their fate is perhaps, lefs to be, 
mourned, and lefs defperate than your ftwn; They at leaft 
know their malady, while you regard your own as. a flat^e 
of perfefl heahh. Is it the dread of being unable to fup«>. 
port a more mortified, watchful^ and Chiiftian life ? But, 
lince you, have hitherto been able to fuppprt fome remains^ 
of virtue and innocence, without the comforts smdconfola^ 
tions of grace, and in fpite of the wearinefle^ and difgufts 
which your lukewarmnefsr has fpread through all your du*. 
ties, what will it be when the Spirit of. God, fliaH.foften. 
your yoke, and when a more fervent and faithful life, fliall 
have reftored to you all the grace andconfolations, ' of which- 
your lukewarmnefs has deprived yoii? Piety is never fad^j 
or infupportable, but wlien it is cold and unfaithful. - . *. 

Rife then, fays a prophet, wicked and flothful ibul : [ 
Break the fatal charm, which lulls, and chains the to thine 
ijidolence. The Lord whom thou believed to ferve, be* 
c^ufe thou doft not openly aQ^ont him, is not the God of 
the wicked, but of the faithful's he is not the rewarder of 
idlenefs and floth, but of tears^ watchings, and combats:; 
He eftabliiheth not in his abodes, and in his everlafling city,; 
the ufelefs, but the vigilant and laborious fervant : And his 
kingdom, fays the Apoftle, is notofilefli and blood, tliat is 
to fay, of an unworthy effeminacyy and a life devoted to 
the appetites, but the ftrength and virtue of God ; namely,, 
a continued vigilance ; a generous facrifice of all our incli* 
nations; a confiant contempt of all things which pafs 
away ; and a tender and ardent defire for thofe invifible. 
bleffings which fade not, nor even pafs away : Which may. 
God, in his infinite mercy, grant to all aflembled here.. 
Amen. 

SERMON 
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' ;...•; ; . :.:. JOHM,^ ii. 2^* ( ••■' '• .'J ■•*'': '- , 

But J^efus. did not commit^ him/elf unto thtm\ kecaufc he 
knew all men. ' > 

T ...,.;. • • -.-• ::■.-> : ..• - - ^ '■ • ■ ' 

HESE were thq fame Pharifees, lyho a littje before had 

been decrying to the pcopleij. the anions of Jefus Ghrift, 

and endeavouring to ppifon the purity and fanflity of, hi$ 

words, who now make a J(he)v of helievipg in him, and, 

claffing themfelves amongft his difciples. And fuckis the. 

charafter of the evil-fpeaker ; under the mark of efteem/ 

and the flattering expreiliQns qf ff^endfliip,. tQ.jq9p<;eal the 

gall and bitternefs of flander, . . /.. 

P • / •-.. . ■ ,• . ':•.-• .< V . .J -/ 

"iNow, although this be perhaps tbeonly. .vice, w,hich/no. 
circumftance can palliate, it is the one we are moft inge-. 
niousin concealing from ourfelves, and to whiqh. piety and, 
the world at prefent fhpw the greateft indulg:eoce. Not.,, 
that the characler of a flandereris not. equally odious to 
men, as, according to the expreflion of the Hply Spirit, it. 
is abominable in the fight of God ; but in that number, 
they cpmprife; o];ily. particular diefaiqers , of a, blacker and 
more avowed malignity, who deal their blows indifcrimi-^ 
nately, and without art,; and who,, with fufficient malifC; 
to cenfure, are dcftitute of the wit neeeflary to.pleafe:, 

Now, 
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Now, the defamers of that defcription are more rare ; and 
bad we only them to addrefs ourfelves to» it would be fixf* 
ficent at prefent to poiqt oi^y.box^much ^nworthy of rea- 
foD and religion thi» vice isv t6 infpire whb a juft detefta* 
tion of it, thofe who feel themfelves |;uilty. 

.' . . . . . . > 

But there is anotheif defcription of flanderers, who con* 
demn the vice»^yet^ allow themfelves the pn&ice ot it; 
who, without regard, defame their brethren, yet applaud 
themfelves for circumfpeAioh 9aif dioderation ; who carry 
the fling t9 the heart ; but, be^auje it is mor^ brilliant and 
pietcing, perceive iidt the wound it has made. if^oWV de- 
famers of this chara£ler are every where to be found ; the 
world is filled with them; even ther holy afylums are mr 
frte; this Vic^ h the bbnd of litiioii id the jiffeti&biies of fiiT- 
ncrs ; it often firid^ its' way ev^rf into tHefocitfty of the juft ; 
and wi may Melyfaj^t, th^t stft fiaVe eftei ftom the j^fait' 
road; and there' iS not ottfe, who'ha^prdfcfy^d his tdriguc 
pure, and' his lips uttdieftled. 

It is proper, tften; my ttrrffh?erl, to expofe at pf^fent tlie 
illufion of the pretexts, made ule of every day in tfre world; 
in juftification of this vice ; and to attack it in the circuui* 
Ifcmdes, where you believe it motf ititidtehi; for weife I to 
defcribe it to y6u, in geneVal, with all its meannefs, cru- 
elty, and irrep2ltability, you Would' no longer apply it to 
youtfelves ; and' far froih inf|ftring you with horror at it, I 
ihould be acceflkry towards your perfiiafion, that you are 
free from its guih:. ' ., 

Now, what are the pretexts'. Which, in your eyes, lofttnr 
ot juftify the vice' of evil-fpeakita^? lit the firlj place., It 
is the Hghthefs of the faults yoii cenfure : We peffuade 
ourfelves, that as it is n6t a nbatfer of culpability, there 

cannot 



^ public :?kofcoricty, by ^Hfh tfeofe /u> wfepm ^e jpe^fc» 
tei ng^rciady io/orfljifii pf wfrat m reprphe»fiWe ia our broh 
llier, na |oft ^f riBpi¥»ttcm qao b« tfce /oonfequence ©f 0i»r 
^fo^ftxrfts. JLfimy, Ze*J for truA. and the glory of God, 
lyjiich dofet$ n^st pr^nxxit m to he fiJwit pn thofe Aford«r$ 
lyladch ^yUbpnoMr ^101^ Nomt* totfaefe ^rae|pnHexjt«, to nf 
opp^fk ihtPi inf^nUrevevfibl^ truthi, T^ (fae prct/cixi of 
ibfs U^.n9f9 of %ht fajikis; that ihe more ihe fauks whick 
)F:oi> /penfure are light, the inoi;els the fiapder uiijuft : Firft 
Xiulh. Tp ^h« pnetpxt irf tfie puMic nptorkiy ; *bit itbt 
paore •th^ Faults of 0ur -brethren are fcopwo* the n^iore ^rud ' 
is thQ.flimder which jcenffir^ ihem : 3ecQad Trirth. Tq 
the pretext of zetl ; that ibe iimie charity, MrUlcht in piciy, 
injdte$ u$ hpte fijriner^, makes us Hkewifecovicr up die muU 
(ituie of their faults : Laft Troih. 

Part I/The tongue, fayt theAp^Sk Jambs, ii a de, 
youriQg firtt 9 worid of ii^iquity, an unruly evil, fuU of 
deadly poifpn. And bebo}d, what I would have applied to 
the tongue of the evilrfpeaker, had I undertaken to give 
you d juft and natural idea of all the enormity of this vice : 
I would have fgid, that the tongue of the flanderer is a dc^ 
vj^uring fire, which tarnHhes whatever it touches ; which 
C)jerf:ifes its fury on the good grain, equally as on the ch?ff| 
on th/e profane, ason the facred ; which, wherever it paflesi^ 
Inaves only defolation and ruin ; digs eves into the bowels 
of the earth, and fixes itfelf on things the moft hidden; 
turns into vile afhes, wh^t, only a moment before, had ap- 
peared to us fo precious and brilliant ; a£ls with more vio«> 
Ifitict and danger than ever, in the' time when it was appa- 
rently fmothered up, arid almoft extin£l ; which blackens, 
what it cannot confume ; and fometimes fparkles and de-< 
lights, before it deftroys. I would have told you, that eviU 

fpeaking 



lpeaking'-?S an aiffemblage of iniquity ; a fecret pride,' whick 
difcovers to? us the 'mote in our brother's eye, but hideS the 
beamwhicfh is in our oWii^ a mean envy, which hurt at the 
talents or prdfperity'of others; makes them the fubjfeS:' of 
its cenfures, and fltudies to dim the fplendour of whatever 
outfliines itfclf; a difguifed hatred, Which flieds in' StJ 
fpefecheS, the hidden venom of th6 heart; an unworthy du^ 
plicity, which praifes to the face, ahd tears in pieces be* 
hind the back ; a ftameful levity, which haS no -\:6m- 
tfaand^over itfelf, or Words, and often facrifices both for- 
tune and comfort, to th6 imprudence of an amufing coti- 
verfation; a deliberate barbarity, which goes to pierce 
your abfent brother ; afcandal, where you become a fub* 
jeft of: Ihame and fin to thofe who liften to you; an injuf- 
tice, where youTaviQi from your brother, 'what is deareft 
to him. I would have faid that flafider is a reftlefsevii; 
which difturbs fociety; fpreads djffention through cities 
and countries ; difunites the ftri6left friendOiips ; is the 
fource of hatred and revenge; fills, wherever it enters, 
with difturbances' and contufion; and, everywhere, is tin 
enemy to pdace, comfort, and Chrifttan good breeding. 
Laftly, r would have added, that it is an evil full of dead- 
ly poifon; whatever 'flows from it is infefted, and poifohs 
whatever it approaches ; that even its praifes are impoifen- 
cd; its applaufes; malicious; its filence, criminal; its 
gellures^ motions and looks, have all their venom, and 
fpread it eaqh in their way. V 

• Behold, what in this difcourfe, it would have been my 
duty, more at large, to have expofed to your view, had I 
not propofed only to paint to you, the vllenefs of the vice, 
which I am how going to combat; but as I have already 
faid, thefe are only general ihve£Hves, which none apply 
to themfelvcs. The more odious .the vice is repref<?nted, 
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tKrJefiiJo:|fQO pe^ceivf xourCelvf s ^cpq^rM in it ; amd 
thoagh you acknowledge thq pfiiieq>)p> yc^u o^i^ uq 
ufe of it, in the regulation of your manners ; becaufe^ in 
thi^ft geiiend ptii{iting«, ve alw«y,s $o4 f^ur^f which re. 
feori^a i£i not. . I wift* lhf r^fojE^*. ^ cmfioe n^yfelf at 
porfcQjt^ :tathe fiogto qfcj«a <rf v^^^ you f^l all the in- 
ju(ftite«f /tllat Mmp^k^ c^ lUxi^cfi ^«hi(:t^ ypu thiiik the 
liidfi ifinot:eiH 7 i4»d i«aA - y^u ibould not f^el your^ 
f«rhie^:iio0ne£Ud witk wlwt I flisiU f?y, I ^^ dttaek it, on«^ 
ly ia-tbe pr^texta \^icb you cmtm^ally efpplpy in its ]uf* 
tification. 
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ffilow ^ firft pvitest^ which authority, in the urorld al« 
limft [all lithe idef^ndatMM* «q4 i» th^. ip^ufe that our cpnver-^ 
iationr;p(m;]xiw40ntiim«I cfpfufi^t^ t^rethren, rs 

iht ^eticndB^ in&fpiK&caocy di t^ vii^eivr^ ^xpofe to view., 
Wd wfauld Wiflimhll^ t^aifli a n^ pS fh^x^^er, qf ruji^ 
his ibciuve, hyldiOwmouiiing hto m tj^e woi(lcl ;. to fiain the^ 
prinpipies of a womao^ toli<luS, hy entearipg in^o the. eflen^ 
tiai points of it; thalMonld be* top infamous and mean ^ 
Bute upon a thoiifaiid faoltft, whicli lea4 our judgment to be-, 
lievethem capafiJeof ^1 ibe rcfi.^ to iiifpire the minds of 
thoCq who lificn to us, with 4 thoufip^d ALfpici<^B^ which 
potat out what ii^e dure not fay ; to make fatirical remarks^ 
which difcov^amyfteYy^ where naperlon before had per« 
ceavedthe leaft ihtention of .concealfncpi;;^ by poifonous 
ihterpretatioBS, to>givean aiiroi ridiciri^ tqii^anners which 
had hitherto: efcap«d dhfef vatioii ; tp kt every thing, oif 
ceruin points, be clearljr^ un4eiftoo4 l^^hile proteiling, that, 
they are incapable :thi3njfeJt¥fEt$ of eiinning or deceit, is what 
the world makefa Uttle fcruple of; ^nd though tb^ mo<» 
lives, the circuiaftaiQices, imd tb^ eQi;^;.^^ of thefe dlfcour-^ 
&s, be highly jcrimii^iyi^ yet pk{y ^ liveline(i^ excufe 
VoL.L W . their 
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their malignity, to thofe wlio lifteti to us, and eves xottdnl * 
from' ourfeives their atrocity: ^ / 

I fay, in the firft place; the motives. I know thsit it is 
above all by theinndcency of th^ intetrtion, that they |>re^^ 
tendtojuftify theihfcflves; that you continttally^fay^^ that 
your ddign is not to taritifli the reputation of your br<^ 
thcr, but innocently to divert yburfefves with tauhs which 
do not dilhonour him in the eyes of tfaie world. You» .Jtiy 
dear he^er; to divert yourfelf with iU faults ! But *whal> 
is that cruel pleafure, which carries forrow and btiuemefs 
to the heart of your brother ? Where is the infiocency of 
an amufement, whofe fotirce fprinj[« fiaom vices, which 
ought to iufpire you with coiCipaffiM and grief? if Jefus 
Chrift forbid us in the g^fpel, to invigorate the languors iof- 
converfation by idle words, Iball it be more penaEstt^ tO; 
you, to enliven it by derifions and cenfures ? If the law 
curfe him, who uncovers the nakednefs of his relations^ 
ffaall you, who add raillery and infult to the, difcovejy, .be* 
more protefbed from that maiediJElion ? If whoever.caU.hu 
brother fool, be worthy, accordUng tO' Jefus Chrift, o£ 
eternal fire ; ftali he who renders him the contempt and. 
laughing- ftock of a proiane aflembly,- efcape the fame pun? 
Hhment? You, to amufe yourfelf with his faults? But. 
does cbarity^delight in evil ? Is' that itjoicing in the Lord«» ^ 
as commanded by the Apoftle ? If you love your brother J^^ 
as yourfelf, can you delight in what aiBi3s hire? Ah! 
The church formerly held in horror the exhibitions of gla«»* 
diators, and denied that b^ievers, brought up in the tender* 
nefs and benignity of Jefus Chrift, could innocently feaft 
their eyes with the bIo6d and death of thefe unfortunate 
flaves, or form an harmlefs recreation of (o inhuman a plea- 
fure. But you renew moredet^ftableihows, to enliven your 
languor : You bring upon tfae'ftage, not infamous wretches 
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devoted to Atttht but meinber$ of Jefu3 Chrill/ your bre* 
ihren ; and there yquei^tertain the fpeClators, with wounds^ 
which you inflift on perfons rendered facred by baptifm. 

. ' Is it then neceSary. that your brother Ihould fuffisr, to 
amufe you ? Can you find no ^hght in your converfa- 
«tQijs, unlefs his blood, as I may by, is furniflied towards 
yotir: iniquitous pleafures ? £dtfy each other, fays St. Paut» 
by words, of peace and charity ; relate the wonders of 
God towards the juft, the hiftory of his mercies to finners ; 
recal the' virtue of. tbof<^t ^ho with the figns of faith have 
precede us ; make an agreeable relaxation to yourfelves, 
HI reciting the pious examples of your brethren with whom 
you livt ; with a rdUgious joy, fpeak of the vi8ories of 
faith; of ^the agrandifement of the kingdom of Jefus 
thrift; of the eftablifliment of truth, and the . extinflioa 
of' error ; of the favours which Jefus Chrift bellows on his 
^urch, by railing up in it faithful paQors, enlightened 
members, and religiousprinces ; animate yourfelves to vir- 
tve, by contemplating .the little folidity of the world, the 
empiinefs of pleafures, and the unhappinefs of linners, 
whoiyidd themielves a|> to their unruly paflions« Are thefe 
•grand objeQs not worthy the delight of Chriftians ? It was 
:tfaus, however, ^t the firft believers rejoiced in the Lord, 
Jmd from the fweets of their converfations, formed one of 
the moll holy confolations to their temporal calamities* 
It is the, heart my brethren, which decides upon our plea- 
fures ; A corrupted heart feels no delight, but in what re- 
cals to lum the image of. his vices : Innocent delights, are 
only fuitable to virtue. / 
^ * * . * 

In eflfeS, you excufe the malignity of your cenfures, by 
the innocency of your intentions. But fathom the fecret 
.of your heart: Whence comes it, that your farcafms are 
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always pbiikti to fiich afi itt^vfdtmlv dnd'tUb 'ydii iievAr 
tamure yourr^IF with more ^ft, e^ mcM 0gitNsa%v thatn-l*' 
recalling his iaulis i^ May it toot pfot^eiifrom afeerd: jeir. 
Ipufy? Do not his talents, fortune, credit, ftation,/ or cIki« 
^fier, hurt 'you more thiiti his faUItl ^ WoaMyouffififd limi 
fc fit a lubjeft for cenfur^, hacf he Ffcwer of thbfe qu^alKtiei 
"Which exalt him abov^ jron ? tf^ould yifk tupiatiewce fttirll 
pleafure in expofm^ Ms foibles, did 'ii6t the World Jitid 
i^fualities in bixn both Valuable atid ][Aatfls*Wonh]^ ^M%tt)l 
Saul have fo often repeated with futh plearufeTthlit Thivid 
Vas only the Ton of Jefle, had lie not * confiddred bftii as t 
rival more deferving thiih himfdfof thd empire ? Wb^reiK 
comes it, that the faults of all olhers fiWd you iftdr^ indaic. 
gent ? That ejfewhere you exciife tXrtrf thing; tM hett 
every circumftance comes empbifened fi^m yduir hi^uth ? 
Go to the fource, and examine, if- it is i^ot {otnt fecrck 
root of bitternefs in youi* h^br^? Ahd c^ y6tt pt^emid t6 
juftify, by theinnocency of thfc ihtgrion, difcQ^orfes wbrth 
flow from fo corrupted a principle ?^ou maintain that ni» 
neither from hatred nor jealoufy^^^^EHWl yodr brdtfaer : I 
. wifli to believe it ; but in your fiirc^ftns may there riot ht 
motives, perhaps ftill more Aanliefttl and mean f U*ittm 
yourwifb, to render yourfelf ^gtee^le, by turning yum 
brother into an objefit <:>f contempt and ricMcule? Doyot 
not facrifice his chara6ler to ybur fbrtQne|[^otifts ar^ ais- 
\irays fo filled with thefe adulatory, ancflordidly ifltefefied 
fatires, on each other ! The grfeat are to be pitied, w'henfev«r 
ihey yield thcmfelves up to unwarrantable avei^fitftes; Vi- 
ces are fooh found out, even ih that virtue itfelf wl^iMi'dti^ 
pleafes them. 

^^ But after all, you do not feel youiTelv^s guilty; you 
fay, of all thefe vile motives; and that it is merely through 
indifcretion, and levity of fpieecfa, if it fometimes bappeh 
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4hiu ym defame ^nr Wet)ir6ft. ftai Is it by thtic ysbu «»» 
fttf^pdfc faurjdtQB »H>tis ia«»j[^ Le^y and iiidrfcte: 
wu; itttft )^ke; & im<«vK>titiy erf t^e gf^tiiy of a Ctiriftutoi 
fodiftant from the ferioufnefs and folidity of faith, and To 
bften ^^n^iaMdifo thifc gofipel) can it juft% mhnh^r'viie ? 
Wb«tn»iHfel^ jt to tbe brothet- whom you ft^b/ fvhelh^r it 
be done through indifcretion or malice ? Does an arrdv, 
unwittingly drawn, make a lefs dangerous, or {lighter 
inriduii^ thaiaif £etit on purpofe? Is the 'deadly bHow, wliSch 
y^ ghre to your bi<0d)er, more flight, tecau^ei;! was lan^ 
•c^dnkmugk imprude^nce awl ie^ty ? And wlmt Sgnifies 
ikk ii^npoeMy of the intemiM, w^en the ^£ticm h a ^ritiie ? / 
iB^bfcfideB^ Is tl^r^ fi^ ^tin^iiudity in indir<;ittioii, wltS" 
MgM-dto the i^uHftion of youir brethren ? 1% aify cafe whatw 
'€v^tt^ 4kn mote tireutnfpe^ioii dnd ]^u4ei^0 be required ? 
Are-not Al^im dulic^ of ChriiKanity c^mpfifed'in that of 
^^ty f Dots not all reli]|ibn, as 1 mdyV^^nfift in that t 
gAkfii ^o- be incapable (^ aitentioik ai^d carev iti a point £» 
dtighly^iential, n k not confulering as it were, all the r^l); 
^ ^ ip&ti ? Ah I it is here he ought to pot a guari of ctr<i' 
•<iU«ifyeBAcfn dn his tongue^ weigh every w6i^, p«it them tis 
i^her^inl^ia heart, faysthe fagd EGdefiafiicu^, and let them 
i^p^ in ki^ miputh. Do any of thefe inc6nfiderat6 fpeechoi 
^PT'er «&l^e you, againfli yourfelf ? Do you ever fail in at*- 
'tetitioiito what interefis your honour or glory i What itb^ 
de£atigiA)4e ca^s ! What exertions and induftry, to make 
them profper ! To what lengths we fee you go, to increafe 
your ititereA or improve your fortune 1 . If it <jver happen, 
that you take hlame to yourfeU, it is always imder circum* 
;fliaaces which tend to your praife : You cenfure in your* 
frif, only faults which do you honour ; and in confeUing 
yonr^kcte, youwiii only to iwcapitulate your virtues : 
-SetfJo?y€ connefi:s every thfng with yourfelf. Love yout 
brother as you love yourfelf, and every thing vriil recal ^ 
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youbim ;- y6u Will ht incipahle of- iii4ifcf^ion, wlicre Jmiii^ 
tercft is concerned, and will no; linger n^d our inftriMT* 
tions, in rcfpefl to what you owe to his chara£ler and glory* 

' But, if thefe Sanders which you call trivial, be criminal' 
in their znptive^, they are not lek fo in, their circumftao- 

ces. ' . 

In the fii'ft placr» I ihould make you obferve* that ,tbe 
world, familiarized with guilty and accttftomed to fee-thc. 
mod heinous vices, now bepome the vices, of the multi*. 
lud^, isnojongerfliocked atthem; denominates light, de- 
famations which turn upon the mofi. criminal anJ ihatneful 
weaknefii^s: Sufpicionsof infidelity, in the facred bond 
of marriage, ai^ no longer a marked difcredit, oraneflen*. 
t^al ftain i they s^re fources of derilicm and pleafantry : Tp^ 
agcufe a courtjer, of infincerity and doub.le^deiiliag, is.n^ 
attack .upon his honour, it is only caftjing a ridicule on tb^- 
proteftat;ion$ of fincerity, wi^h which ht ^mufes /us : To* 
fpread die fufpicion of hypocrify, in (h^ finccreft piety* 
is. not an infi4t to God through. his faints, it is a language 
of derifion, wbicb cuftom has. render^ common : In a 
<word^ excepting tbofe crimj?s puniihable by the public au^ 
thority, and which are sat;ended with the Ipfs of credit and 
property, all others feem trivial and become the ordinary 
fubje£l of converfSition, and of, the public cenfure. 

. But let us notpurfue this refie&ion farther. I wifli to 
allow that your brother's faults are light : The more they 
are light, the more are: you unjuft in heightening' them: 
The more he merits indulgence on your part* the more lune. 
we to prefume in you, a malignity of obfervjition, {tool- 
which nothing can efcape; a natural hardnefs of heart, 
which can excufe nothing. Were the faults of your brot- 
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tbier important, you would fpare him, you fay ; yon wmlA 
find him entitled to your^indulgehce : Politenefs' and reli- 
gion' ^ould make youir fileAee a duty : What 1 becaufe hi$ 
iVeaknefles ate only trii^ial,: you find him lefs worth/ of 
your regard? The very circumftance^which^Oufghl to make 
hiib rerpe£lable, authOrifesjW in making him the butt of 
yMr^fWodfms ? ^Are youtidt, %s the ApfoftI«,' bdCoine 9 
judge of iniquitous thotights^ ? ^ And your ey^^J it th&n ^ 
wicked,' bnly.becaufe yout brbthef is jgo'oi ^^B^li«es,*^tiic^ 
faults whi'dhybti tenffut^afe light * but wottkRhey aj^w» 
fb'to you, were 'y6u 'to be^reprdacbed with them? When ' 
o^itairi difdoutf^s, Md< in your' alrfence, hitve reached 
ymrears, and which^' in faB, attacked eflentiany^ neither 
yourhjon^ui' iibr probity^tioe only acqUafcited the publis " 
with (bfli^ of your weafanefles,-' what hive b«eii your feoia* 
tionis? -My God ! Then if was, that you iiiagnified every 
thing ; that every ctrcrumftawceappeartdimporiahtlto you ; 
<ti(dt, not- fatisfied with exaggerating' the m'aHce; of the 
Wfk'dS) you raked upabe^fecnetof the intenHoii,^and hop«' 
ed to find motives fiill more ddious than, the difcourfes. In 
vain are you told, that thefe are not reproaches, which ef- 
fl!htidiy incerefi you, and ai the worfi cannot difgface ^oa 
You think yourfelves infultedr; ybu mcmiorrthcm -with ' 
bitter complaints; you bkze'obt, and are no Jbnger maH. 
ters of your refentment ; and wlulft all ;tbe "wodd blamet^ 
the cxcefs of your fenfibility, you alone obftinately perfift 
iti the belief of its being a Serious. a&ir, and 'ihi^ydfiF- ho- 
nour is interefied in it. Make ufe then, of this rule in 
the faults which you publifli of your brother : Apply th« 
offiencetoyoorfelves ; eveiy thing is lights which is ^gainft 
him ;: but with regard to what touches you, the fn^aDeft 
cif^umfiance appears importaqit to yourpride^rand worthy; 
o£ all your refenunent, ^"^ -^/.^ij'^x . ; 
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you add iK>tHmg of y^r own to them ? J><^ yen fejibfol^ 
ly exhibit ^^^ a> tbey are ? In thpi^ relation,: dp ywm^n 
ttr miogie the paaHg^ity <rf y.Wi: ftwn (;oi|j^Hre^ ? D# 
you fioi plac^ tb^tn m a j^iat of vie^f . diffcsrefiti frdm i^f 
imw9i fete ? Do y0u »Qt cjn^beUJft ymx t^tU ? Aod in ,qw 
4ef to m^e iij%e beco of your fidicufe ^^^kt 4p yw 
Mtfafliipn liii9 lo the' wilh^c^^ the comfmy-i wi not fucll 
«i in,re*StyMJ$ ? DjO youmfef ^K^fot^p^nyTypuffpfeechAi^ 
urith ccrtitta geftnreei which irftow all to lane mf)^ff|9f)ii:l 
irith. certain '^^xpreflij&iin wl»f^h^€lpen!jtb^ mipdf of yoiMt 
liie^rersr to a .'thpitfand; fufpicioilis/ dually ra&; 90 diibQ»9 
ouraUe ?\£veo: witha'certaipirileiice, which permits, qh^^ 
to be imagined^ than aby. tbilig yoU could have poi&My 
iaid ? For, haitf difficult it. tjs to confine ourfelves to tha 
iemtii of truths when w^ are'no lorlg^r Witbiii tt^fe q{ 
charity ! The xnor^ what we eeiifua'eH light, the nK>tre k 
eaSuimy to be (hreadfd : we mud eibbellffli to ailtr«^ atten-t 
tion; 'and.webecQSiecalktfnniatc^rs;: where Ire didncit:fuiif 
pofe ourfeH^e& eilcn ctofurets* 

Behold the circnmfianees whidi regard you ; but if» on 
their accoumt, ' the flandera^ wh£ch you think light; bta h^k- 
ly rriminal, wili they be lefs fd with rcfjpeA to the iaiii 
viduak Whom they attack ^ - 

In the Jirfl place* it is a perfoo, perhaps of a fex, la 
whom, efpccially on certain pbinta, the ilighteft ftaihs are 
important : : to whom it is a di(honour to be publicly i^ok^ 
en of ; to whom raillery becomes. an infult,' and every fuf^ 
picion an accufartion; in ai word, a perfon, whom not to 
praife becomes an outrage, and a difgrace to their ftation t 
Thus St. Paul would have every woman to he adorned 
i *" with 



frith l)alftfulti«fs aii4 »o4^ftjf ; that:istp%, he wo^ld wife 
^hoffe virtues to h^ as confpic^quai in thew*. as the. ornai> 
lo?iit« \rl:th \ybich they ^vp, covered ; ;^t^d the Mgh^ft mU>T 
gy wl?iqh th^ Holy $|^rit m^l^^s. qp. Jy^ith, ait^r fpe^kfcing 
pf her bewty, youth, an4 g»:eat, weaUl|» i^t that vx all If- 
fftcl,. not a perf^n w?i$ to be foupd vfhfi h^d.afperfed hcr 
conduS ; and Uia^ her i^puiaMflp corfefpoiyW with hiT 
virtue, 

2t3f/;y, Your ccafur^s are ;perbaps ppii^jted towards yo^^r 
' fupcs^ior^ ; or againft thoXe whom; providens^ h*s eftabjlift* 
cd abov^ you, and to whom the law of God (^oipiaands 
you to rpnder that refpeS and fubmiffion iP which theyai^ 
^titled. For the pride yihkh, hatea ii>fcciorily f alMray$. re^ 
cojnpenfe* itfelf,. by findinfj Qut.weply>eflfes ^pd foiW^s, m 
%hofc to whojn it is u,nder the neceflftty ol yieWing ohedi^ ^ 
enoe; the more ihey ate;exaltjpd» the wore , they, are expof-» 
ed to our. c^nfures ; Malignity is ev<rn, more quick figbjcrt 
m regard to their errors ; nothing, in thjeir s^iojtjs, is par- 
doned ; the. very perfon* moft l<wled wUb their kindneffe?, 
^t woft honoured by th^ir femiRarity. .^m fre<|iie©itljMhofe, 
wlip rooft openly pwbJilh their wp^rfejQii^jas ia«^ yicqs ; and 
befldes violaiting the %red duty oi r^fpeQ, tlmy likewifa 
ijeoder tbe».felves i^wHy of t^he mean aftd; ft«inieful cvim^ 
Qi ingraiLitude^L 

^diy^ h b. 2L. pcr£o0, perhaps copfecrated to Qod^ an4 
«(]tab]iihed in the church, whom you cenfure ; who, .engag-* 
ed by the fanQity of hift vocation, to mor^ exen?plary, 
pure^ and irreproachable roaanjers, j&nds hlinfclf flained 
and diihonoured by cenfures, which would not dfie£lfho 
ueputation. of perfons of the world. Thus theJLord* in.tb^ 
ficrjptures^ curfeth .thofe who (hall even meddle with his 
jmoin^ed. Ncverlhdefi, the traits of. flander are neyeii 
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more animated, more brilliant, or more applauded in the 
world, than whendire3ed againftthe miniiters of his holy 
altar ; the world, fo indulgent to itfelf, Teems to have pre* 
ferved its feverity only on their accQunt.; and for them, it 
has eyes more ^enforious, * and a tongue more empoifoned^ 
than for the reft of men. It is true, O my God, that bur 
converfatian amgngft the people js not always holy, and free 
from reproach; that we frequently adopt the manners^ 
luxury, indolence, idlenefs, and pleafures of the world, 
againft which we ought to ftruggle ; that we hold out to 
believers, more examples of pride and negligence, than oi 
' Virtue; that we are mdre jealous of pre-eminence, than of 
the duties of Our calling; and that it -is difficult for the 
World to honour a chara£ler, which we ourfelves difgrac^ 
But as I have often faid, my brethren, our infidelities 
ought rather to be thie fubje£l of your tears, than of your 
pleafantry and cenfures: God generally punifhes the dif-. 
orders of the people, by the corruption bf the priefts ; and 
the moft dreadful foourge with which be ftrikes kingdoms 
and empires, is that of not railing up in them venerable 
paflors, and zealous miniflers, who may ftem the torrent of 
difBpation ; it is that of permitting faith and religion to be« 
tome weakened, even amongft thofe who are its defenders 
and depofitaries ; that the tight, which was meant to inftruft 
you, (hould be changed into darknefs ; that the co-opera- 
tors in your falvation, (houlcl af&ft, by their example, to- 
wards your deftruftion ; that even. from the fan£luary, from 
whence ought to proceed only the good favour pf Jefu« 
Chrifi, there (hould ifluea fmell of death and fcandal i and 
in a word, that abominations fhould find their way even 
into the holy place. But what alteration does the relaxa- 
tion of our manners, make in the fanflity of the vocation 
which confecrates us ? Are the facred«wafes, which ferveon 
the altar, though compofedof a mean metal ,. lefs worthy of 

your 
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yovirrefpefl? And even .granting the. miniflct may Bierit 
your contempt, would you be le& facriligious, in not refn 
peeling his minifiry .? . , . ^ 

. What Iball I fay ?- Yqur dctraflio^? and jr^ftfur^s, are 
perhaps direSed ugainftipqrfpns,; v?bo iii^kea public pro* 
fefBon of piety, and wbofe virtue your ; hearers formerly 
xefpefted. Xou thcq perfuade them^ that they had beenioo 
credulous ; you authorife them to 'believe, that few worthy 
and intr^ifically good; chara£lers, are,4o, be found o^ the 
earth ;jthat all tbofe held outas f^ch, whenDarrqwJy exam* 
ined, are like the reft of njen : You .confirm the prejudi- 
ces of the world againft. virtue, and give frefli credit. to 
4hofe difcourfes, fo .i|fual,.^nd fo injurious to. religion,^ 
with regard to the piety of the ferv^nts of Je|fu.s Chrift^ 
Now, do all thefe appear fo very ligjit^to you? Ah, my 
brethen I The juft^ on this earth are l^ke the holy ark, ii> 
the midft of which' the Lord dwells, a^d a^y contempt, 
of infult to which, he moft rigorpufly avenges : [They 
may ilagger in their road, like the ark of Ifrael, .while; 
conducting in triumph to . Jerofalem } for the. pureft ar^d^ 
moft (hining virtue, has its Xpots and eclipfes ; and even 
the moft folid, cannot always equally fupport itfelf; but 
the Lord is incenfed, when ra(h and impure h^nds, likct 
thofe of yzzah, fhall venture to put them right ; and 
fcarcely have they touched them, when they are fmote by 
his wrath : He takes to himfelf the fligbteft infults. with 
•which they dilhonour his. fervants,. and he cannot endure, 
that virtue, which has found admirers,, even amongftty^ 
rants, and the moft barbarous nations^ fhould frequently 
among believers, find only cenfures and derifions. Thus 
the little children of Ifrael, were devoured on the fpot,, 
for having mocked the fmall number of hairs ot tlie mai>. 
of God ; neverthelefs thefe were only the puerile indifcre- 

tions„ 
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tiohf* fo ^anrdofiable at their a^. Titt ftom heaVeA/^etf 
upon the officer 6f the impious /Mdttidh, and iii a itibihehi 
confamed bnn, for having in derifion callbd ElijMh thi 
Man of God ; neverthelefs it was a courtier, from whom 
little regard* might be expefi^d^ fot the aufterity and "rtm- 
plicity of a prophet, oi' for th^ virtue of a man, rtifflc Iii 
his appearance, and hateful to his* mafter. Mith^^ 'wik 
ftrack with barrennefs/ for having tdd haHhIycenfured.the 
holy exdefifes of joy and piety of David heforef the altar^ 
neverthelefs, it proceeded merely from female delicacy;* 
But td meddle ^ithtttofe wfaoferve the Lord, « is, accoi'diiig 
to the Scripture, to meddle ^ith the apple of your eye * 
He invifibly curferf thofe rafli cenfurers on piety : Oad 
fhoa^ he may not fttike them-as fortaierly, with inttzhl 
death, yet he m^rks on their forehead, frOrii this Irfe *for^ 
ward, the fkamp of reprdbation, and denies to th6mfcTi^e$,- 
that precious gtft ot fenSity tad ferace, wMch they faitf 
defpifed in others* neverthcfeft, it is the uptight whd atttf 
now become the genetal butt of the malignity of publie 
difcourfes ; and we may fafelyfay, that virtue gives biftfi 
to more cenfures in the world, than vice.' 

I do not add, that if thcfi flanders, which you terAif light, 
he highly criminal in iheir motived and circumflanres, tbey^ 
are flill more fo in their confeqn^nces : I fay theit confe-' 
quenees, my brethren, whichire always iitc^afible^ Yoii 
may expiate the crime of volnptiidiufhefs, by mortificatibnf 
and penitence ; the ctime of hatred, by love for your ene-\ 
my; thecrinie of ambition, by a renunciatiori of the bon- 
ours and grandeurs <of the age ; the crime of i^juflice, by^ 
a refloration of what you had uhjiiRly ravifiied from your 
brother ; even the crime of impiety and frecthihking, hy 
a religious and public refpefi for the worfliip of your fathers ; 
but what remedy, what vhrtue, ean repair the cnme of de- 

trafiion ? 



ii^SRan? YoU revftilfcd ta oifljr one pcrfoh the yfic^ oi 
yott brother : It may be fo ; blit thai xiriHitky confident 
Unlifooh; in his turn, havfe ' conimanicatecl it to othen, 
Who, oil thdr pzh, no logger regarding is i Ibcret, what 
ihiy have j till heitd, will relatir ii to the firft cdifterf ; id 
fte refation of it, every on^ Will add flew ctrcnmftances ; 
^icSi, in hi« way, will empoifon it with fdlhe new tmit i 
ifa proi*trrti6n as they j^nblidi, they Will increafc, they wifj 
tfiagnity it': Sitttilir to a fpafk of fire, fays St. James, 
Which wafted by dn inlpettifatis ivind, to differetit pflafties, 
fets in ftames; the fbriSs arid cf6untri6s it teiiches t i§i!ich ii 
thedeftinyof detraftidn; ♦ 

WhSdt.you had mehtioned lii fecrdt, was iipffiiflg at firfl, 

tndfeeilied ftifled atid fafuried under its owh afte^ ; but thi^ 

fire, lies hid ior a while; 6tily iii order tb burft forth With 

red(5ubled fuiy ; that nothing foon acquires reality by paf« 

firig- through a diverfity off mouths ; every one Will add to 

it, Whatever his paffion, intereft, difpofitioii of >niind, and: 

his own maligriity,- may hold out ta him as pi^babte : Th^ 

ibarce is hardly perceptible ; but, affifted in its cddrfcj 

by a thoufand foreign ftreahrt, the' liiiited torrent will over* 

whelffa the tMirt, city, andcodntry; and that, Whit b at 

its birth, was only a privaftfe arid iinpruderit [ileifaritry, hui 

a ihnple idea, but a malicidils tonj^flure, WftI become a 

feribus affair, a public and formal difhonour, the fubje£l:of 

^ery converfation, and in eternal ftalin vtp^n the dharafifer 

of your brother. Repair, hdW, if yoii (jan, th^ injuftic^ 

and fcandal ; reftore to your brother the good name, of 

which yoii have deprived hini. Will you ffretendf to op- 

pofethe public' inveierafcy,. atfd firi^ly hold forth bis pYtJifc ? 

But they will i»egard you as a new cotter, wti6 ii i^orani! 

6f what has^takett place in the world 5 aft<f y oii^ prkifts cohl^ 

far too fajcr will fcrvc only to cfraw upoir himfrefli fatires. 

Now 
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Kow, what^a multitude of crirpes^ proceeding from only 
one I Ti^e iins of a whole people become your^s: You de- 
fame through the mouths of , all your fellow-citizens : Yott 
are likewife anfwerable for the guilt. of all who liflen to 
you. What penitence can. expiate. evils, to which it. can 
no longer affbrdrelief ? Anjl will your tears be able to blot 
out, what (hall never, be effaced frqin the memory of man 2 
Again, were the fcandal to end with you , your death, by 
terminating it, might be its ejcpiatjon before God. But 
it is a fcandal which will lurvive you ; the fliamcfj^l hifto- 
ries of courts pevei^ die with their heroes. Lafcivious 
* writers have tranfmitted to us, the. anecdotes, and irregu- 
\ larities of the courts which have preceded us ; and licen- 
tious authors v/ill he found arpongft us, to acquaint theages 
to come, with the. public rumours, the fcahdalous circuin«t 
llances, andtheyice«ofourown., 

. , * . - . . 

O my God! Thefe^re.of that delcription of fins, of 
which we knovy not either the enormity or extent : but we 
know, that to become a Humbling block to our brethren, 
is to overturn: for them the Vork of thy Son's miflion, and 
to deftroy the fruit of his labours, of his death, ^nd of alj 
his miniftry. Such :is the illufion.of the pretext, which 
you draw from the lightnefs of your flanders ; the motives 
are never innocent; the circumftances always « criminal f 
the confequences, irreparable. Let us examine, if the pre- 
text of the public notoriety be better founded. This is 
*what yet reipains for me to inveftigate. 

„Part II. Whence comes it, that the majority of pre- 
cepts are violated by thofe very, perfons who prefefs them- 
felves their obfervers; and that we find more difficulty in 
bringing the world to acknowledge than to corrcft its tranf* 
grcffions? The reafon is, that ouridqas of duty are never 

taken 
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iakcn from the groundwork of religion ; that we never en- 
ter into the fpirit, to decide upon the letter; and that few 
people afeend to the principle, to clear ap the doubts, 
which corruption forms on the detail of the confequenccs, 

- Now, to apply this maxim to my fubjeS : What are the 
rules in thegolpel, which conftitute flandera crime to the 
difciplesof Jefus Chriil ? In the firft place, 'it is the pi:e- 
cept of Chriftian humility, which, as it ought to e&ablifli 
in us, a profound contempt of ourfelves, and to open our 
eyes on the endlefs multitude of our own wants, ihould, 
at the fame time, fi^ut our eyes on thofe of our brethren.- 
In the fecond place, it is»the duty of charity ; that dharity, 
£o recommended in the gofpel;- the grand precept of the 
law ; which covers the faults it canhot correft ; excufes- 
thofe it cannot cover ; delights no^ in evil ; and, with dif- 
ficulty, believes, becaufe it never wiflies it to happen. 
Laftly, It is the inviohble rule of juftice, which, never 
permitting us to do to others, what we. would not have 
done to ourfelves, condemns * whatever goes beyond thefe 
eguitahle bounds. Now the fcandalous difcourfes, which 
^urn upon thofe faults you term public, efTentially wound 
tfccfe three rules: Judge, then, of their innocency. 

ift. They wound the precept of Chriftian humility. In- 
deed, my dear hearer, were you feelingly touched with 
your own wants, fays a holy father; were your own fin 
ihceffantly before your eyes, like the penitent David, you 
would find neither fui{icient leifure nor attention, to re- 
mark the faults of your brethren. The more they were 
public, the jnore would you in fecret thank the Lord, for 
averting from you that fcandal ; the more would you feel 
your gratitude awakened, when you confidered, that though 
fidlen perhaps into the fs^me errors, he hath not permitted. 

them 
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brother '^ t^^t be bii(}i )eft ij[v pblcufky yov^x dfipis pf d^j^-t 
nefsj that be. l^ti^ coy^i^ed tbf'eai, as I ne^y %, \!iritfa l|if 
wings ; ;*iid f^t, in the eyj!s of me^^ he hwfe |»€<(€ryf4 filf 
you, an honour, and an innocence, which you have fo 
often forfeited before him : You would ir^p»bl^,( ivh^lefliy- 
i^ to yourfi^if, tliat (fe^l^ps be .hath fpar^dyouF cp^fuiiQit 
in tbi^ ^orl4, 9?4jr tq ^^t^w it mqr?. bijt^^i^d more: d^^ii;^ 
\le in the A&;ct* 

Such is thi? dijEf^fitioi^ of Chrifti^n humilii};; towasdft 
the public difgs^cef qi Qur b/e|brep: Yfe, ihotUd «f|eil 
fjpea^ of thpn tP oyrfel^ws, but ffjn^oft never Ip. otbeiff* 

. Tbys^ when the Scribes an4 Pharifef s, pref^ntf d to. pi».i; 
^avioyr, the wmaa ^a^gbt in J^dui^cry, %i|4, «agerty 
preflVd bim to gi^ye hja^ jucjgmenl ; thpugh the guiU p{ (l|e» 
fl^nerwa? public, J<^fu^ Qbrift fc^pt a prafoftpctfil^nc^i 

. 9f^4 t(0 their ingdipv^ i^. prelTing ^ntjre^ties^; ta e^pl^. 
kimfel^, ke fiipply- an|wer^4.: " He, that i$ wit^hout f^ 
M amo^gft yput let biip. grft; ca^Q a ftpiie a^t ber ;" ais if be^ 
therel^y mes^nt to maHe thi^m ufide^il^d, that finn^rs, Wm 
tfaem, were littl^ entitled tq conden^n,, wi^ fp high a hziafi^. 
the crime of tl^at yiroman ; and that to acquire th^ rjghi^ 9^ 
calling a fingle ftone at her, it was neceflary the individual 
l^uid bimfielf* be £ree frojtn reproach. Awji beh9ld, * iny 
brethrei;!, wh^ ( wifh tp fs^y tp you^ a): pr^f<^nt : The evil 
€ondu£lof fuch a perfon is becpm^, notorious: Vei^y wellT 
Whoever of you is without fin, let bim caft the fi.rft ftone: 
If, before God, you hj^ve n^jthing, perjisips ipore crimimJ» 
with which to reproach ypurfelf, fpeaK wi^b fi'eodpni.; <S0]^ 
d^emn, in the fevered mapnei:, bis iauU, ^ndtojpen, up^B 
him the whole flood of your derifions and qenivuieft; i( i» 
permitted to you« Ah ! ypu, who fo haii;4ily fpeajk of i^ 
you are more fortunate { but ai>e y oi^ )pQre m^ocefi^ t^A 

he? 
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"Jte7 '¥011 9ie tluHight' to poiKfsxnbre virtue, and more re* 
gird i^r your diity^ but Cod, who knoweth jrou, will he 

* judge lijbe inen ? Were die darknefs^ xrfaich conceals your 
ftame, to be diffipkaud ; w«uid not every fiome yo%i throw, 
recoil upon yourfelves ? Were an unexpe6ted circumflance 
to betray your fecret, would not the audacity and maiicious 
jqy with which you cenfure, add additional ridicule to your 
coitftifidn and difgrace ? Ah ! . It is only to artifices and ar* 
tangcmoits, which the juilice of God may difconcert and 
lay o^en in an ioftaot, that you are indebted for this fantom 
o£ fttputatio», oii wfaicltyou pride yiburfelves , fo much: 
IF^d periiaps' bord^ on the moment,' which &all reveal 
your Aame; ' aiid ht £nom bkUfaing in Tecret and in filence, 
lutben lanht, like your own, ar^made known, you fpeak 
efy.aiid rejate tfaera with pieafure; and you <fumift the 
piiUac with tcaits, which^ one day, it will employ againft 
j^urfelfc It if the threat and predi£lion,of our Saviour. 
AU they that t^ke the fword, fiiall periih with the fword : 
You pierce your brother with the fwtord of the tongue; 
with 4he fame weapon, fl^U you be pierced in your turn ; 
iu3d though you were even exempted from the vites you 
ibJKddiycenfuk'e in others, the juft God will deKver you 
«ip<x>it4 ' 

* Difgrace is* the cofumdn punifhinent of pride. Peter, 
lm< the evening of the Lord'^ Supper, never eeafed to ex« 
ajggeraite the gujk o( the difciple, by whom his mafter was 
to be betrayed : He was the mofi anxious of them ail to 
kfiom his name, and tfte Inoft forward to exprefs his detefta- 
ikm of his perfidy ; and immediately after, he fjills him- 
felf into the infidelity which lie had fo lately blamed with 
fuch pide and conAdence. Nothing draws down upon 
us the wrath and curie of God» fo much as the malicioi;^ 
pleafure y^'^ which we magnify the^^fauks^of. our brethren ; 
'. . Vol. I. Y and 
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«nd his tntercy is incenfed* that thefe affliOiag examplei^ 
which he )>ermits, for the fde purpofe of recalling u$ tot 
our own weaknelTes, and awakening our vigilance^ {houI4: 
flattei" our pride« and excite only our deri&ons and cen« 
fures. • 

You depart, then, from the rules of .Chrifiian humiiit}r«^ 
when you permit yourfelves to cenfure the faults, however: 
public, of your brother ; but you likewife efientially wound 
thofe of. charity : f^or charity never faileth, fays the Apof-^ 
tie. Now, if the vices of your brother be known todiofb 
who liften to you, to. what purpofe^ then, do you repeat tbeia 
afrefli ? What indeed can be your intention ? To bbme hit 
condufl? But, is.hisihame not already, fuffici^t? Would 
you wifli to overwhelofi an unfortunate wretch, and give 
the laft Aab to a man, already pierced with atboufand mor-^ 
tal blows ?, His guilt has already been exa^erated by fo 
many dark and malicious hearts, who have fpread in colours 
fufficient to blacken it for ever : Is he not fuiEciently pun* 
ilhed ? He is now worthy of your pity, rather ihan of 
your cenfures. What thenxould be your intention ? To 
condole with. him for his i^isfortune? But to openafrefb 
his wounds, is afirange way of condoling with an unfortu^ 
nate brother. Is true compaffion thus cruel ? What is it 
then ? To juftjfy your prophecies, and {broker iufpicionSr on 
his1condu£l ? To. tell us, that you had always believed, tbfH 
fooner or later it wou\d come tp that ? But you come then, 
to triumph over his misfortune ? To applaud yourfelf fov 
his difgrace ? To claim s^l honour to yourfelf for the mal|||- 
nity of your judgment ? Alas ! What glory x;an it be to a 
Chriflian, to have fufpeQed his brother ; tohave believed him 
guilty, before he was kndwn as fucb ; to hav<; raJhly forefeeo 
his dilgraces yet to come ; we, who ought not to fee them, 
^even wheji they have uken place ? Ab 1 You can prophecy 

fo 



fb jttfifyi oh the deltiny 'of others : Be a proptiet In youf 
own country, and anticipate the misfortunes which threatea 
yoii : Why do you not prophecy thus for yourfelf, thA 
iiolefs you fly from fuch an opportunity, anifuch a dan-^ 
gcr, you will perifh in it ? That unlefs yOu diffolve fuch a 
cohneflion, the public, which already murmurs, will a( 
laft break otif, and then you ihall find it too late to repair 
Ae fcandal ? .That unlefs you quit tbefe exceilbs, into 
iv^hich the paffions of youth, and a bad education, have 
thrown you, your affairs and fortune will be ruiiied beyond 
|*efource ? It is on thefe pomts that you ou^t to excrcife 
your art of corijeaure. What madnefs^ while furrounded 
one's-leli with precipices, to be occupied, in contempl^t'' 
11^ firom afar thof«> that; tbteaien our brethren ! 

- Befides, the 'mote your brother's difgraces are public^ 
Ibe. more affefted ought you to be with the fcandat, which 
they heceffarily occafion to the Church ; with the advan^ 
tage which the. wicked and the free-thinkers Will draw from 
them, to blafpheme the name of the Lord, to harden them- 
felves in impiety, and to perfuade themfelves, that thefe 
are weaknefles common to all men, ahd that they are moll 
virtuous, who beft know how to conceal them: Thefmore 
ought you to be aiBiJted, at the occafion which thefe pub* 
lie examples of irregularity give to weak fouls, to fall into 
the tame diforders :. the more does charity oblige you to 
grieve over them ; the more ought- you to wifli, that the re-* 
membrance of diefe faults ibould perilh : that the day, and 
Ibe places of t}ieir revealment, ihould be effaced from the 
memory of men : and lafily, the more ought you, by your 
fil^ice, to endeavour to fupprcfs them. But the whole 
^orld fpeaks of them, you fay ; your filence will not pre*, 
yent the public converfations ; confequently, you may 
il^ke remarks in your turn* The inference is barbarous i 

Becaufe 



Beeauft y^are QnaUeto rkip^itxht difgniee^ ooe yohtper^ 
Aitted to augment it? Becaufe you carniot'fafe yoDD broa 
dier* froiB fhame^ Ihalt yon affift tcoTerwiielm hkh wkilr^ 
ednfulito and mUmy ? Becaufe; altodft every oner csiftaa 
Jlone at him, ftttirit he lefl cruel in^yau, to tfavow oneim 
yoar torn, asd to unite with thofe whd bniile, andbeatinm 
in pieceaf ? "SetttUg fetigion alide, bow beautifuMt tsi ioi 
di^clare for the unfoi%utiatfe ?i How much real dignity aiidr 
gfeatnefs 6i foul, in filtering undef ottt proHt6lion, thofir 
abandoned by the world ! And ev%n admitting the ruke oS 
eharity were not to fnfake k a duty to ui, the {eelibgsalonei 
of glory and buifianiiy» filotild tn this cafe befufficient* c 

grf/y. You riot only tiiflate the holy rales of charily; but 
you are alfo a breaker of thofe of juftice. For, the faults: 
•f yotfr brothet are public ; let k bcfo; .but placfe your-, 
felf in the fame fituation, vrould you exzfi from him lefii 
deference or lefs'hutnanityi wefe your difgrace to beni^ 
longer a my fiery ? Would yoit agree, that the publie e»«* 
atilplfe gave to your brother a right stgainft you, whfcb yoil 
arrogate io yourfelf agaiitft Win ? Would you ac^ept^ oti 
bis part, in juflifid^tiiMi of his mralignity, an excufe, yiAkith 
would render him'fllll-iftore odious^ mean, ahd- ctuel? 
Befides, how do' you know whether the author of all thefl^ 
feports be not an impofloi*? Sb many falfe reports are tar** 
eulated in the world ; and the malice of men renders thteif 
fc credulous on the faults of others! How do you kiiew^ 
but thiefe calumnies have been circulated by an enemy, li 
rival, or forae envious perfon, in order to ruin him, who 
has thwarted his pallions or his fortune ? Are fuch infiahw 
ces rare ? Whether it be not fome heedlefs perfon who ha* 
given occalioh to all thofe difcourfes, by an indifcreet ex^ 
preffidn, uttered without thought, and laid hold of througH 
malice? Are fuch miftakesiropoffible? Whether it be nol 

a mere 



i^ faere e&i^cAofe^ origtasH^ ;df<^utllt«d: »» fael^' jMI^ 
i^fterwandi gives il a tr«tfa?. Ate fqcb ^Uf^ir9|tJQR$ mi^ 
o^iAincm, in |iiiblic rumours:^ .What caatd:bj|Vea;gt«aiqf 
^pMbraixcje of fes&biUt^j to tbt cfaii&rdh oi <be caji^tivity^ 
Aan the liiedged mircaiiduft of ..SitTmms^ Tibie iud^e^ 
tff thcf fieople of Odd, vetieiafale. through ibeir tg« audi 
^gnity, depofed agamfl Ikt; the jkojik IdxcbtiRed. s^i^nib 
ker iis%srQ.adtiltieref5;t they looked jupoci ber;M.tbe .^iCf 
grade oflfrtfer; nevertheless it wais her. modeftj" kVotis 
which- drevir upbti her. thefe inltitu^ kni hadinoit a:Di|Qieb 
l^een founding her time^ who had the ctiiinjl^e la doUbt.nf 
general rq>oit9 the blood of that idnoeei^ !wooia6, ifauft 
have flained the whole people. And,:witbovii de^rjbteg 
irom our goipel ; were, not the^ikciitegidus re]^rts, li^bich 
he^out Jtfos as an tmpofior/atid Saniaritan» become thii 
publk^ difcourfes o£ all Judea? Thc..n[ieftsat|dJ?baritees^ 
people, to whom the dignity of their fiatiosi* and the regu- 
larity* of: theiir manners,' attrafied the refpe^l'apd cdlifi* 
ilence oi the* people, firengtbened ihemby ibetr authority il 
N«5vertbele&y woukl yon exetife. fiscb amongft 'the Jews* 
as onf reports fo comaion, fpote of t)ie Saviour of tho 
irddd^ as a fedncei^ who anapofed on the cusdulity.oj! tho 
people? You expofe yourfdf,;then, to the guilt of haV'f 
ing ^lumniated your broiliieK; hbw^ver circulated tlse ru«f 
monrs againft bim ikisqr be, hiscriaoe, of which yduiiavit 
not been a witnefs, is always dubious, to you : asdyou da 
him ant injuftice^ When you propdgiite as ;truev wbatyon 
have only heard ffotn publio' reports, often felfey and al# 
ways rafhi . • . . 

• But I gt> ftinher u when your brother's difgrace^ flaouW 
even be ceitain, and th6 malignity of reports^ ihould have 
added n^ithing to its criminaliiy f bow can yoaknpw, thai 
fee v^ry fliameof'ftdrtg kHfopuWic may hbt have recalled 

him 



i8ft senMOK vu 

him to Wtnfdf ; and that a firiccre repentance, and tcari of 
coitipunfiicm, may iioc have, already effaced, and expiated 
it before God? Years are ndt always required for grace to 
triumph over a rebellious heart : there are viElories which 
it leaves not to^lime; and a public difgrace often tums out 
ike moment of mercy, which decides upon the converfion 
of the finn^. Now, if your brother is in a fiate of re-» 
pentance, are you not uojuft and cruel to revive fanka 
which his penitence has effaced, and which the Lord hath 
ceafed to remember ? Do yxsu necoIle£l the finf^I womaai 
in the gofpel? Her irregularities were notorious, feeing 
&e had been known through the whole city as a proftitute : 
neverthelcfe, when the Pharifee reproached her with hei 
fins, her tears and love hadel&ced them, at the feet of our 
Saviour; the goodnefs of God had remitted her errc^s^' 
yet the malignity of ~men, was unable to obliterate them. • 

' Liffifyf Your brother's difgrace was puUic ; that is to 
&y, it was confufedly known, that his condu£l was not 
free from reproach, aiid you come to particularife the 
circumfiances, to proclaifh his. deeds, to explain the mo^ 
tives, and to lay open the whole myflery; to confirm what 
they but impcrfeftly knew ; t» teH them of what they knew 
not at all ; and to applaud yourfelf, for appearing better in* 
ftrufled in your brother ^s misfortune, than thofe wholiflen 
to you: Some degree of charaftcr, though wavering, yet 
remained to him ; he ftill preferved, at leaft, fome remains 
of honour, a fpark of life, and you compl^ely extingnifb 
it. I do not add that thefe public reports perhaps originate 
ed from people of no ,chara£ler; perfons of neither re^ 
putationnor confequence to convince ; hitherto node durft 
yield credit to rumours fo poorly fupported ; but, you» 
who by your rankr birtbv and dignities, have acquired an 
influence over the minds, i:emove every ftadow of doub% 
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or une«itaiiity : Your name alone, wiil now ferve as a pnx»f 
againft the innocen€y« of your brother; and in futsre i« 
will be cited in juflification of the general reports, Nomp| 
jean any thing be harder, or more unjuft, both on account 
of the injury you do* to him and of the fervice you fail to 
perform ? Your filence on his fault might alone perhapt 
liave fioptthe public defamation ; and you wottld have been 
cited to clear his innocence, as you noiw are to blacken it 1 
And what more refpe6bble nfe could you have made of 
your, rank , and infiuence ? The more you are exalted in 
the world, the more ought you to be religious, and* cir- 
cumfpefl on the reputation of your brethren ; the moro 
ought a noble decency to render you referved on< their er-* 
rors : The difcourfes of the , vulgar are fooir forgot jr they 
expire in coming into the <world ; but the words of tfad 
great neveir fall in vain ; and the public is^always a faithful 
echo» either to the praifes^they befiow, or to the cenfures 
they allow themfelves to utter. My Oodl thou teac&eft 
us, by xonceiiing thyfelf the fins of men, to conceal thent 
on oun part; to, reveal our fmiks, thou waited with a mer« 
^iful patience, the day when the.:&crets of our hearts Ihail' 
be manifeited ; And we by a raih malignity, anticipate the 
time o! thy vengeance ; we who are fo interefied, that the 
fecreciesof our hearts, and the myiteiy of the confciencet^ 
ihould not as yet be Jaid open tO' tbee^ ; 

Thus, you. particularly, my brethren, Vhom rank and 
l^th exak above others,- be not fatisfied with putting it 
check ppon your tongue ; according to the advice of tha 
Holy Spirit, prefent a melancholy and fevere countenance, 
a filence of difapprobation and indignation, to every defa* 
matpry difcourfe ; for the crime is exafily equal, between 
the malignity of the fpeaker, and the fatisfa&ion of thofe 
yiho lillen to tbc|n^ jLet u& furround' our ears with thorns^ 
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taai^ tkey maifrmt be tcpeflible to poifoolbtt^'to&ouaittmf i 
Aai i$to £^» lei ^a cbi obty (but th^tn agit&A th^fe^wonb 
pf biix>4«iad gtH» but let iisiiieturn them on .tlietr author in 
amanfier equally, bittflr and monvfying*' .Wiere flaodertta 
find fewer approvers, tibe.lungdom oi' Jefiis Chrtft would 
jfooii be pui'ged of that Ccandal : Sland^ is pleafing ; an^ 
a vice wbidi plea{es foon becomes a definable €aieat : Wk 
enimate ihfader by >our q[>plattfes ; and as there is no perfea 
but wiflies to be applkuded, there are few iikowiie'wtu) do 
not ftiidy it, and endeavour to make a merit, of fiaaderi* 
ing with (kil]. 

. But what i& furpriliag i^ that piety itfelf freq&estly 
ferves as a prebext to that vice, whiScfa iaps the very foaada»i 
' tion&of piety, and which fsncere piety xlebefts. Tfai&ot^gbt 
to be the iafi part of this difcourfe ; but I ihall fay only |i 
fingk word upon it*. Yes; my brethiep, fiander frequently 
finds in piety itfelf^ wherewithal ^to colour itfelf $ It decis 
kfelf out in the appearance of zeal : Hatred to vice (eeiBB 
to auth<Mrife the ceofure oi finners : Thofe wlio make a 
profeffion oi virtue, often believe that tb^«are honouring 
Ood, and rendering glory to him, when they diflionouf, 
and exclaim againft thofe who offend faim ; as though the 
privilege of piety, wfaofe foul is charity, were to difpenfe 
us even from charity. It is not that I wiifa hae^to juftify 
the difcourfes of the world, and to furnifli it with new 
traits' agaieii; the zeal of tbe upright ; but,' at tlte fame 
time, I ought not to diiTemble,. that the libeity which the^ 
aflume, of cenfuring the condufi of their brethren^ is one 
of ^e moft^common abufes of piety. 

Now, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourfe regards, 
liflen to, and never forget the rules which the gofpd pre- 
icribes to true zeal. 



jfifyt R^iiMinbcr, that the zeal whifch makes us lament 
•over the fcandah that^ diihonour the- church, is coiiteated 
^ith lamehtii^ th^m before God ; with praying him not to 
{orget hi^ former mercies ; to caft his propitious regards 
upon the people; to eftablifli hit reign in alf hearts; and 
to recal finne;rs from their erroneous ways. Behold, the 
hroly manner of lamenting over the difgraces of your brei> 
ihren ; mention them frequently to the Lord, but forget 
ihem; in the prefence of men. 

8^/y, Remember, that piety gives you no right of em* 
pirc or authority over your brethren : That if you be not 
«f(labHlb^d'over them, and refponfible for their condu£l« 
wbtthec they fall, or remain ftedfaft, is the concern of the 
Lord, and not your^s; confequently, that your continual 
and public lamentations, over their irregularities, proceed 
irom a principle of pride, malignity, levity, and intoIeran« 
cy ; that the church has its paftors to Xuperintend the flock ^ 
that the ark has its miniftSrs to fuftain it, without needing 
the interference of any foreign or imprudent fuccours; 
^d lafily, that bythefe means, far from correal ng your 
brethren, you diflionour. piety ; you juftify the difcourfes 
of the wicked againft the jufi ; and you authorife them in 
faying, as formerly in the Book of Wifdom, Why profef** 
feth the righteous, to have a right to fill the flreets, and 
the public places, with their clamours and upbraidings 
agaihfl our condu£l ; and holdeth it out as a point of vir- 
tue, to defame us in the minds of our brethren ? 

3fl^/y, Remember, that the zeal regulated by wifdom, 
feeks the falvation, and not the defamation of the brother 
it wifhes to edify'; thatlt lo\e$not to injure ; that in order 
to render itfelf ufeful, -it Audies to render itfelf amiable ; 
that it is more affefted with the misfortune and lofs of its 
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(rotbef, thin irritated againft, drfeandalifedby hiseM>ff ; 
that, far from going to publifh them to others, it wquM 
ivi(h to be enabW to conceal them &om itfelf ; and that 
&e zeal which cenfures them, far from kffeoing the eviU 
fervei only to augment the feandaK 

j^ihlyy Remember, that the cenforions eeal which yoia 
difplay, is ufelefs to your brother^ feeing he witnefles it 
Hot ; that far from being of fervicc, it is even hnrtfol to hi» 
converfion, to which you raife up obftacles, by irritating 
him againft your cenfures, fhould he happen to be inform- 
ed of them ; that it is injurious to Iiis reputation, which 
you wound ; and laftly, to thofe that liften to you, who refii 
pe6ling your pretended virtue, never entertain a doubt that 
ihey can err» while following your fteps ; and no longer 
place flander among the number of vices. Zeal is humble 
and has eyes for nothing but its own wants ; it is firople, 
and much more difpofed to be credulous witli regard to good 
than evil; it is merciful, and i^ always indulgent to the 
faults of others, in the fame proportion as it is fevere to its 
own weaknefles ; it is gentle and timorous, and prefers to 
have failed in fuiEciently blaming vice, to ra£bly expoling 
itfelf to go too far in cenfuring the finner* 

Thus, my brethren, you who returned from the errors 
^ of the world, now ferve the Lord, allow me to conclude* 
with addreffing to you the fame words, formerly fpoken by 
a holy father, to the fervants of Jefus Chrift, who through 
an indifcreet zeal, made no fcruple of tearing in pieces the 
chara£lers of their bretbreft. 

♦* A tongue which has confefled Jefus Chrift ; which has 
^* renounced the errors and fplendours of the world ; which 
•« every day blefies the God of peace, at the foot oi the altar ; 
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** and is often confecratcd, by participation of the holy myf- 
^* teries, fliould no longer be intolerant, dangerous, and full 
♦* of gall and bitternefs againft its brethren. It is difgracing 
4« religion, after having offered up pure prayers and thankf- 
^* givings to the Lordy ia the aflfembly a£ believers, to go 
^* and fpit out the venemous traits of the ferpetit, ^inft 
'^thofe whom th^ unity of faith, charity, the facrament, 
*• and even their vfery errors, fliould render more endeared 
** and more refpc&able to you*'* 

By the wifdom and mockration of our difcourfes, let us 
deprive the enemies of virtue, of every occafion to blaf- 
ph^ne '^iqII itj let ud cbrfe^ biir bt'etbrenj by the fant- 
tity of our example, rtthef thaii b^ the keenefs of our cen- 
iures ; let us recal them, by living better than they, and 
Dot by fp^aking againft thexh ; let us render virtue refpefia- 
ble by it^ fweetnefs, rather than by its fieverlty ; let lis 
draw (inners towards us by compiffibiiating, rather tUati 
cenftiring their fiElBlts ; in oi^det that our virtue m&y he 
conQnctiotis to tjicm, only thi'ough our chatity atid indul- 
gencst and that our tender care to cover arid excufe their 
faults, may indiice th^m to accufe and condemn themfetves 
with more feverityj when they perceive the difference of 
our condufi : By thefe meiiiis, we fliali regain our brethren ; 
we fliail honour piety ; yft Qall overthrow inipiety and 
frecdiinkijig; we fliali deprive the world oF all bccafton 
for thofe difcouries, fo common, and To injurious to reai 
virtue : And, after having ufed mercy towards our bre* 
lliren, we fluiU with more confidence go to prefent ourfelves 
before the Father of mercies, and the Ood of all confbb* 
lion, ta alk mercy for ouriielves* 

SERMON 
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ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 
John vii. 33- 



Yei a Utile while am I with you, and th^n I go unto. Him 
that Jent me. ^ , > . . 

jrjLN improper ufe of time, is the fource of all the.difor- 
ders which reign amongft mep. Some pafs tljieir whole 
lite in idlenefs and floth, equally ufelefs to the world, their 
country and themfelves : Others, in the tumult of hufu 
nefs and worldly affairs. Some appear to exift, ;only lor 
the purpofe of indulging an unworthy indolence, and ef- 
caping, by a diverfity of pleafures^ from, the wearinefs 
ivhich every where purfues them, in proportion as they fly 
from it : Others in a continual fearch, amidft the cares of 
the world, for occupations which, may deliver them from 
themfelves» It appears, that time is a common enemy, 
againft which all naen have agreed to confpirc : Their whole 
life is one continued and deplorable anxiety, to rid tbem- 
felves of it. The happieft are thofe, who bell fucceed; 
in not feeling the weight of its duration ; and the princi- 
pal fatisfaflion they reap, either from frivolous pleafures, 
or feriou^ occupations, is the abridgment of days and 
moments, and deliverance from them, almoft without a 
preceptioD of their being pafled. 

Time, 



ON THE EMPLaVMENT OF TIMS* 98| 

* Time, that precious depofit cbnfide<tto us by Ac £.ord» 
\is thecefore become a burden- which fatigues' and oppreffet 
.HI : We dread, as the greateft of evils, its deprivation for 
ever; iind we almoft equally dread -the ^obligati&iii, :to^f)arp«. 
port its wearinefs and duration. It is a treafure which we 
would wilh to retain for ever ; yet which we canhbt fufier 
to remain in our poffelTion. < - 

This, time, however, of which we make io little efihna^.^ 
tion, i§ the only mean of Our eternal Calvalion* - We lofe 
it without regret, which is a crime ; we employ it only for 
wbrldly. purpofcs, which is amad^fs. Let us 'employ 
the time which God allows us, becaufe it is flK^ft :^ hit 
us employ it only in labouring for our falvation, be« 
caufe it is only given us, that We may be faved*: Thsttis to 
fay, let us be fenfibleof the^alueof time, and let. us lofe 
it not; let us know the u£rbt tt,' and employ* it only. for 
the purpofe it was given : By thefei meantf, we fiis^ll avoid 
both the dangers of a flothffil,«and the inconveniences 
of an hurried life. This is the fubjeQ of the preient 'Dif« 
courfe. 

Paut I. Three circumfiaace9,''in g«nei^i, decide tipon 
the value of things, among men: The great advantages 
which may accrue to us from tfiem : The ihort '. ipace.we 
have to enjoy them.: And^iaAYyi every hope deftroyedof 
ever regaining them, if once ioft.: Now, behold, my 
brethren, the principal motives which ought £o render time 
precious and eflimable, to .. every wife man; In' the firft 
place, it is the price of eternity: In the fecond place, it 
is fliort ; and we cannot make too much hafte to reap the 
benefit of it : And laiiily, it is irreparable ; for, once loft, 
it can never be regained. It i'suhe price of eternity : Yes^ 
my brethren,, man, condemned to. deatji hy thdHi^i o£ his 

birth 



fifO . «f JR..MON Ya*. 

JNrtb obgbt to receite Iife» 6&ly to lofe it» eyl» fr«>m. the 
jBOioem hff .has received it. Tbe blood alone of Jeftv 
Cbri& ba9 efiiiced this feoteqce of death ^nd puaiflxnieii*, 
|)f)9noiineed agaioAvall ma^iiid» in the ptxion of th^ firft 
fykxict: We Jivei though the offspring of ft fadier coo^ 
^enmed to death, and iahefitor^ ourfelve^ of bis puaiflt- 
mcDtp becaufe the Redeemer .died fpr m : The death of 
Jefus Ghrift is, therefore, the four^e, and the only claim 
• irf right VTj^ bavii.to life; Qur days, our moments, are the 
£rft hlellings, which have.flowed to us froi0 his cc6fsi s^ni 
ihe tiiae. which we fo vainly lofe, is thp price howevor, 
of hi» blood, the fruit; of his dealh, and tbe merit of his 
laarificer : 

' Kol <»ilyaB i:hildfcn of Adam,j w^ defcrve no loBgcr 
10 live; but even all the: crimes we have added to thofe of 
our binhpare becoihe new feiitencds of death aga^nft us*. 
&3»maoy times >s we h4v6 violated the law of the Author 
of life, lo many times,, from thafc moment, ought we 'to 
Iwvelo&it* . . 

Every finner is, therefore, a child of death and anger; 
9iid evtiy time the mercy of God has fufpended„ after each 
of our crimes, the feotence of condemnation and deatht it 
is a new life, as it were, his goodnefs has granted, in or* 
der lo s^low. ^s time to repair the criminal uk. we had 
httherto made of ourxiiwh. 

I even^fpesak of thedifeafin, accidents, andnumberleJs 
daggers, which fo often liave menaced our life ; which fo 
often we have feen to terminate tkrtof our friends ^d near* 
tft connexions ; and from, which, his. goodnefs has alwayi 
delivered us. The life which we enjoy, is like a perpetual 
s&iracle, therefore, of his divine mercy ; The time which 
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h left to us,, is tlie confequence of m infinity bf tender 
inercies and grace, which compofes the thread and the train, 
as it were, of your life : Every moment we breathe, is 
like a new gift i^e feceive irom Cod ; and io wafte that 
time, and thefe moments, in a deplorable inutility, is to^ 
infult that Infinite Goodnefs, wbich has granted them to 
ds ; todiiSpateaninefliiiiablegnice, which is not our due; 
9nd to deliver up to chance the price of our eternity. 
Behold, my brethren^ the firft guilt attached to the krfs of 
time : It is a precious tre^fure left to us, though we. na 
longer have any right to it ; which is given to lis, for the 
purpofe alone of purchafing the kingdom of heaven ; and 
which we diflipate, as a thing the moft vile and contempt!* 
ble, and of which we know not any ufe to make. 

In the world, we would regard (hat man as a fool, who, 
heir to a great fortune, fhould allow it to be wafted, through 
want of care and attention ; and (hould raa^e no ufe of it, 
either to raife himfeU to places and dignities, which lAight 
draw him from obfcurity, or in order to confirm to him* 
lelf, a foiid eAablifhment, which might place him in future 
beyond the reach of any f everfe. 

But, toy brethren, time is that precious freafure, which 
we have inherited from our biktb, and which the Aiifiighty 
leaves to us through pure compaQioTl : It is in our pofleffion, 
and it depends upon ourfelves to make a proper ufe of it. 
It is not in order to exalt ourfelves to frivolous dignities 
here below, or to worldly grandeurs : Alas ! whatever paf- 
fes away, is too vile to be the price of time, which is itfelf 
the price of eternity : It is in order to be placed in the 
heavens above, at the fide of Jefus Chrift : It is in order 
to fcparate us from the crowd of the children of Adam, 
above all Catfars and Kings of the earth, in that immortal 
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ibciety of the bapp7» Vho (hall all be kings, and wliofie 
reign, fliair have no bounds, but thofe of eternity. 

What madnefs, then, to mate no ufe of a treafure fo in- 
eftimable :. In frivolous amufements, to wafle that time, 
which may be the price of eternal falvation ; and tb allow 
the hopes of our immortality, to be diffipated in fmoke ! 
Yes, my brethren, there is not a day, an hour, a'mOmentp 
but which, properly employed, may merit lis heaven. .A 
fingle day loft, ought, therefore, to leave to us remorfe^. 
a thoufand times more lively and poignant, than the failure 
of the greateft worldly profpefts; yet, neverthelefs, this 
time is a burden to us : Our whole lite is only one continu* 
ed fcience to lofe it ; and in fpite of all our anxieties to wafle 
it, there always, however, remains more than we know- 
how to^employ ; and yet, the ^hirig upon the earth wehaive 
the fmalleft valuefor, is our time : Our afts of kindnefs^ 
we referve for our friends : Our bounties, for our depend- 
ents : Our riches, for our children and relations : Ourpraifes, 
for thofe who appear worthy of them : Our time we give 
to all the world : We.expofe it, as I may fay, a prey to 
all mankind : They even do us a pleafure in delivering us 
from it : It is a weight, as it were, which we fupport in the 
midft of the world, while inceffantly in fearch of fome one 
who may eafe us of its burden. In this manner, time, 
that gift of God, that moll precious blefling of his clem- 
ency, and which ought to be the price of our eternity, 
oecafions all our embarraflments, all our wearinefTes, and 
becomes the moft oppreffive burden of our life. 

But a fecond re^fon, which makes us feel, flill more fenG- 
bly, our abfurdity in fetting fo little value upon the time 
the Almighty leaves to us, is, that not only it is the price 
of our eternity, but likewife, it is fliort, and we cannot 
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Hafllehtdo much to employ it to advantage. For, my 
brethren, ^d we even a long feries of ages to exift upon 
fhe eatth, that fy^ce would, iri truth, be ftili too fliort to 
be etnjili^ed in meriting everlafting happinefs; yet its du« 
faction would at leaft enable us to retrieve thofe* accidental 
tofles.' The days and moments loft, would at leaft form 
Oh Jy ;a point, fcArcely perceptible, in that longferics of 
Age« we fiiould hjnre to pats herebeidw. But, alas ! Our 
whole life is itfelf but an impercep^le point: TheJongeft 
endures fo little : Our days and our years are fliut up in 
l^ch narrow limits, that -we fee not what we can have Hill 
to lofe, in afpace foftort and rapid. We are only, as I 
may fey, a momen]t upon the earth; like thofe fiery ex'-- 
halationsv Which, in the dbfcurity of night, are feen wan- 
dering in' the air, we only appear, to vanifh in a moment, 
dud be replunged, for ever, into our original and everlafi- 
ingdarknefs : The exhibition we make to the world is but 
a fislfli, which is extinguifiied almoft in the fame moment 
k exifts : We fay it ourfelves every day. Alas! How'can. 
we take days and hoiirs of reft, from a life, which is itfelf 
but a moment ? And befldes, if ypu retrench from that 
moment, all you are under the lieceflity of allowing to the 
indifpenfable neceilities of the body, to the duties of your 
fiation, to unexpefied events, and the inevitable complai- 
lances due to fociety, what remains fur yourfeif, for God> 
and for eternity ? And are we not worthy of pity ; we, 
who know* not how to' employ the little which remains to 
lis, and who fly to the aififtance of a thqufand artifices to 
abridge its duration ? 

To the little time, my brethren, we h^ve to live upon . 
the earth, add the number of paft crimes, which we have to 
expiate in this fliort interval/ Ho?v many iniquities are 
conefted upon our heads, finceour firft years : Alas ! Ten 
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l\yts, Uke ow, woiiUi feiu-cely fti$^e tp eippiM 9 paH «| 
them : The time would ftitl be im> ibort ; %^4 U wc^ bn 
neceflaryto call upon tbefPo4n^f« oC Qod* lo^ FplmgUm 
duration of por penance. Great God I WbH ppi^Qll i:sM 
remain to me for pleafures and: ifidolenci^* 19 a lif§ bi(bmk 
and £0 criminal a3 mii^e ? What pls^f, |h^ii» c#n friv.^lom 
fports and amufements find in aa ii^tcrval fq irapadi mA 
which altogether would not fuffic^ tp expisiite ^ Angle m^ 
of my crimes? 

Ah! my brethren^ doweeven.thiflkjupo&it ? A orimw 
nal condemned to death* and to whom a fingle day is only 
allowed to endeavour towards obtaining hk pardon, woqI4 
he find hours and moments flill to trifle away ? Would bo 
complain of the length qf the time, whi^h the huiaanitjr 
and goodnefs of his judge had, awarded ,him ? Would, hft 
be emharraffed how to ufe it ? Would be fearch for frivon 
bus amufements to aflift him to pafs tbofe preci0U3 mPr! 
^ents, which were left him to merit his pardon and dcf^ 
liveraace ? Would he not endeavour to profit by an 'w^er^ 
val fo decifive with regard to bis deftiny ? Would he nol 
replace, by the anxiety, vivactty, and coc^tnuancjQ of hip 
exertions, what might be wanting from the brevity of the 
time allowed to hiih. ? Fools that we are 1 our feotpnce ia 
pronounce^ ; our guilt renders our condemnation certain : 
We are left a fingle day to (bun the evil, and to change the 
rigour of our eternal decree : And this only day, this rapid 
day, we indolently pals in occupations vain^ flotfaful, anA 
puerile. 

This precious day is a burd^i to QS, wearies us ; we 
feek to abridge it; fcarcely can we find amufements fuffi^ 
cxent to fill the void ; the evening arrives, without onr 
Slaving made any other ufe o£ the day left to us, than that 

of 
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kllMewefeld airway tn«rit£fd!^ ktA befides^ ^jrbmhreiiy 
kdir db ^^ kltoW, th^ the abiire df tbe day, kf( tb ^s by 
Ite i^Hliigtity^s gddclhe&, %fil} fidt oblige his jiiftit^ to 
lAKa^i Md ^ tut of H ][l«^iil^ of it ? lidw ittftny uii^k^ 
jy^arai adctA^ts ihay ftrrdi as in a edurib fo Hihit«d, ^lid 
cr^^ t^'tild^ filir^ff bioffoitis, ifa^ hop^i df A longer life f 
tf6# naWy fttddto ahd ^KibiiHg ^toaths do Wi^ fi«; and 
^en^t^liy tfatfe jiift ^utiiftmetlt of the uiiWorthy nft they had 
inade df Me! What ^ge has ev^r witHefled more df tfaefe 
l»aJWchb}y eifttajp^Iifif ? fofmitilf thefe«recidett^i* were^rare 
aiia fiftgliak'; 4rt p#efi»lti th^ ard dv6ilts iMhidh feajipfea 
*Vei7 diy; Wfecthdf it tfe, that our eriittds have drawa 
dbWh ti|foti iis^ibil'puhifitmi&nt \ WUetheliit be, that exceflea^ 
unkdi^hHtd dtt^^fdl*^fMhei^ kad u» to Iheih r but at pt^tA 
they are the deaths moft common and fk-equent. Number, 
If ydU eait, Ihofe bf 'yMt rShitidt)¥, ^fi-kinks, 4lid i^ohbec- 
tioinsi ifAxoiH ii fud^h ^^ h«»ftlij)rlM «^kbdut prepara- 
ttdh, repeiltifheie; dr h ifiditieht tVhWti theM h> reflea upoi| 
<faei^RlVB> t^fkitt llaf -&od wlU|» ikiey hav« tiktAeA^ and 
u^dH thdfe cHin^ Whii^h, fair f>dM d^tisftiftg,^ ihejT neve^ 
h9(d t^iPutl^ fiiflldefAtlf td bit ao(|ciaillC^ 

Will you tell us after this, that there M6t ittKify fpare iho^ 
iiients in the day : That we muft contrive to amufe ourfelvea 
Ibtte waybrdkkr? 

' ^faei^e are imtny fpttl^HidHII&nl^ m th^ ddy ? Btit ydtit 
guilt confifts in lea^^ihg theni iti that frijghtful void : The 
days of the upright are always full.. Spare moments* in the 
day : Bui are yduf dut{6» Mways ibffilkd P Are ydur houfeft^ 
f^Iati^d^ ydiil* eUiMi^ Ullltua^i, the affliaed reltei^- 
ci, (he pttor Vifitted^ thfe Vrotki ol piety aefediiipKfted i^ 
Time i^ fiiort : Yout oUi^iofii^ fo inSriite ; and you can 

X ftitt 



fiill find to m^ny fpare momsnts in Ihe da^ ? Mf &>d{ 
How many holy charafii^s have in folitude . complained^ 
that th«ir days pajQTed too rapidly away ; bav^. borrowed 
from the night, what the brevity ot the day bad tdcen from 
their labours and aeal ; have lamemed, even in the cal^ 
and leiiiire of their folitude, that fufficient time remained 
not for them to publifh thy piaifes, and eternal; mercies ^ 
And we, charged with a multiplicity of caves^; we, iaUie 
midft of the folicitudes and engagements of the age, which 
abrori> almoft all our days and moments; we,, refponfibic 
to our relations, toour children^ to our friends, to our in-^ 
feriorSy to ouj^ fuperiors, taour flations,. to our country,^, 
lor fuch an infinity of duties ; we fiiil fijid a void in our 
life; and the little which remains to us,, we think too long^ 
to be employed, ia ferving and bL&fling; tby holy*name I 

But we are happy, you, fay, when we know how tc», 
amufe Qurfelvesi ^nd innocently to .pafs away the time^ 
But how do y0u know that your courfe is not already jun ^ 
sind that you do not perbs^ touch the fatal moment which 
commences your eternity ? Does your time belong to ypu» 
to be difpofed.of as you pleafe ? Time itfelf pafTes^ aWay fa 
jbon ; and are {o many araufements neceiTary to aflift it in> 
paffing ftill more rapidly ? 

But, is time given to you for nothing feriovs,, great, and; 
eternal ; nothing worthy of the elevation and deftiny of 
man? And the Chriftisui and inheritor ofrheaveny i^he. 
upon the earth, only to amufe bimfelf 2 

But are there not, yon fay^ many innocent recreations, 
in life ? I grant there, are tnany : . But repr^tions fuppofe 
pains and cares, which) have preceded them;, while your 
whole life is on^ CQptinutd recreation* Recreations are 

permitted 
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j)^nmtte(| tothofe who, after firifilling their;daties, arcun* 
^f^rtfi^necet^ty of according feme moments of celaxatioa 
ta'^t^e;w€fakners of humaa^nature r But you, if you have 
#cca{ion for rdaxation, it is from the continuance^of your 
j^ieafvires, and even what you call your re<^eations : It is 
from the rage of inordinate gaming» of which the dura* 
tian and earneft ^tention necefiary, befides the )ofs of time, 
xaenderyou incapable, on quitting it, of application to any 
.other duty of your ftation. What recreation can you find 
in a lawlefs and boundlefs paffion, which occupi^ almoft 
ycrui;. whole life; ruins your health ;^ deranges your fortune, 
anrd. renders you the continual fport of a miferable chance ? 
And it is not with fuch charaflers that we find neither or- ^ 
dcr,- rule, or difciplinc?. AH ferious duties forgotten; dif- 
orderly fervants ; children miferably educated ; aSajrs de<$; 
dining ; and public fcorn and contempt attached to their 
, names, and their unfortunate pofterity ? The . paflion .of 
gaiming is almoft never unaecom}^nied ; and to thofe of 
one lex efpeciaUy, is always thefource, or thepccafion of 
all the^hers : Tiefe arp the recreations you believe inno-* 
, cen(^ smd neceflaiy to fill up the empty momenta oi the day* 

Ah! my brethren, how many^of the reprobate, in the 
midil of their anguiih aiid,punifliments, entreat from the 
^lercy of God, only. one .of thofe momenta, which we 
know not how. to employ; and could their requeft be 
granted, what ufe would they not make ^f that preck)u»' 
moment ? How jtnaoy tears of compunSion and penitence! 
How many prayers and fupplications, tofqftenthe Father, 
of Mercies, and to induce his paternal , feeJings to.reftore 
to them h\s affefUon ! . This only moment is ncverth^lefs re- 
fufed : Time, tibey are told,' exifts no more for them ; and 
you find yourfelves» embarraffed with ' the little you are 
left ? God will judge you, ray brethren ; and on the bed 

of 
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6( deatfaiHtid ih ttial t^rri^te faobr Whitti iball fili^pHft 
ybu, ill ^fi fhall ybti d^niaad a Ixtile' ihbft f i^^ :' In v^ 
Ihall yt>ii prfottiifi^ t6 O^. i iiiBi^fe C^hHftian ufe «)f l^bal 
jrou wiJl €iideiV6uf td bbtaii ! His j^iftice, withtat ^ity*, 
wilT cijt the thread of yqiir days : And that timej whk:& 
How opprei&s and tmbarralTes ydti/ ihs^ll thdh be d^nii^fl^ 

But In what our blindnels here h ftill tuore tdhfj^ituotiisv 
is, that not buly the time w^ich we lofe with fo ititich' itii* 
fliifereifte and inrenfibiiity, is (bort and j^recious, but Y\l^^ 
wife irreparable ; for Once loft, it is for ever gone, Mrifli* 
out refoui-ce. . . ; 

I fty irrepanable : Fo^ in the firff plac^, rtchei, hon- 
ours, reputation, ^ttd favour, though ohce Ibft, may agaid 
be tetrieved. We may ^ven replace each of tfiefe Iblfts; 
by other acquiremeuw, which Will re^ay us with ufiir^ \ 
Butthemomems loft itl inutility, ate fo many means of 
Talvation, which we never agairt can poflefs, but which ar* 
forevercutotf from the number, ivhich Ood, ihhis cbmi 
paflioh, had allotted to us. Indeed, ih a fpaee fo ihq^ ai 
we have to live, there cannot be a doubt, but that the Al- 
mighty had his partifcUlir defighs, with' regard to each of 
6ur days and mohients ; that hb h^h marked the ufe we 
<Jught to have made of them • 'thecbnheaiou they were tA 
have with our eternal &lVation ; and th^t to e^ch df ihtiA 
« he bath attached affiftances of j^rate, in oi^der to confuni^ 
mate the work of our fanftiflcatiott. Now, thefe days and 
moments being loft, the grace attached to them muft be 
equally fo : The moments of God aVe fihHbed, and re^ ^ 
turn no more J The courfe of his niercitt is regulated ; 
tVe believed they werfe only nfelefs momenls we had loft i 
and with thetix we have loft ineftimable fuccoui-ii of graeej 
' which 
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biu} 4f ftin«4 {pr as. , 

la the fccond place, Irreparable, becaufe every day, 
<^€ry moment, ^v^\ <^ ?4YWCft V^ ?. ft^p nearer liea- 
yen : ^pw, th^ ds^ys. anij i99meQtf le|| (paving us in ar« 
f^r, a|i4 the ^uranc^of ^ujr (Epurfeteii»g?^fa d^rminedt 
thf< e^d s^ivf6.>rhta \^ ar^ yftat %4^&%p^4 ; jyh^n ther^i^ 
^ fio {onger %VB^, to fupply tbe xtv^rndg^t of tl^ career { 
ox, at le«|ft, IQ regain the loft moiaepts, ^^ rf ?ch die goal, 
we mi|ft dl^ubie.our fpeed ; In one day, fill t;^ \h^ courft 
pf fa^^Y years ; inal^ the ^oft J^f-oic ej^ertipi^s ; and haf-. 
%en v^ a d^re^ even bf^y^nd quf ftrengtb : Prp^reed tp ex-^ 
^ff0es of lipliqefi^i Fbich ^e inirack^ of grape, ^d ot 
"^ifiYi (he g^Di^ality of men ^e in^^pable j and irofifuQim^teit 
in. fffii^l iQterval, i^hit pu^t .t«^ bye the l^bpfur of a whok 
Bfe. . 

: . • . . I . ^ 

Jn the /^ placc» Irreparably, <^itb refpfQ to tbenrorM 
ofp^i^iYCe and ipepar^iion, p( whkb, in a certain perio4 
of life, w^ are capable,. but ar^ np longer fo, when we 
wait the infirmities of a more advanced age. For, aft^r all, 
i^ is in vain to fay then, that God expels not itnpoffibili- 
Ifps; that there i$ a. pfnan^e fpf ^v^ age ; and th^ reli- 
gipo does npt wifli us to baftqp pur day$, i:ind^r the pretext 
of expiating our crimes : It is you who have placed your- 
{elve^ in this ftat? of iroppfSbility : Yopr Gns diminifli not 
your (^ligations ; dyiWi muft be punilbed, in order to be 
f ffaced. The Almighty bad allowed you both time and 
ftrength, to fatisfy this immutable and etefnal law : Thi^ 
time you have vaAed in accumulating oew debts : This 
ftrength ypu haye exhaufled, either by new ^xcefles, or at 
leaft, without malting any ufe of it, to further the de« 
fgns of God refpe&ing you : The. Almighty mull there* 

fore 
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fore do, what you have never done yourfelves, "and panilh' 
after your death, the crimes you have never been inelin* 
ed to expiate during your hte. 

This is to fey, in order to concentrate all thefe reflections,* 
that with every moment of our life, it is a? with our death :' 
We die only once : and from thence we conclude, that 
we muft'<fie'jj|b a proper ftate, becaule there is no Ion-- 
ger a poffibilky of returning^ to repair,' by a fecond death 
the evij of the firft : In like manner, we only dnce exift, 
Tuch 3nd fuch moments : We cannot return upon our fteps,' 
and, by commencing a new road, repair Ithe errors ^nd* 
faults of our firft path : In like manner, every moment of 
our life Which we facrifice, becomes a point fixed for our 
eternity ; that moment loft, fliall chlnge.no more : It ffiall 
eternally be the fame; it will be recalled tons, fuch as we 
had pafled it, and will be marked with|that ineffaceable 
ftamp. How miferable, then is our blindn^s, my brethren ; 
we, Whofe life is only orie continued' attention to lofe the 
time which returns no more, and with fo rapid a courfe/ 
flies to ptecipitate itfelf into the abyfs of eternity f • _ ' 

Great God ! Thou who art the fovereign difpenfer of times 
/and moments : Thou in whofd hands are our days and our 
yeajs, with what eyes muft thou behold us lofing anddifli-. 
pating the moments of which thou alone knoweft the dura^ 
tion ; of which, in irrevocable charaSers', thou haft mark* 
ed the courfe and meafure ; moments, which thou drawefl 
from the treafure of thine eternal mercies, to allow us time 
for penitence : Moments, whith every day, thyjufticepref- 
fes- thee to abridge, as a punifhment for their abufe ; mo- 
ments, which, every day before bur eyes, ttiou refiifeft to 
fo many finners, lefs culpable than we, whom a terrible' 
death furprifes, and drags into the gulf of thine eternal 

vengeance ; 
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' TMgeaftee : MoiMilfs^ iil-a word, which we thM not per- 
haps ioiig enjof; an4 (^ which thou Imo intendeft to tef« 
i»ma(e the inelaneheiy career! Great God, Beliotd the 
greateft, and the tett pairt of my life, already paft, aini 
wholly h>A : In all my days, there haa not hitherto been df 
Sngle feri6u«oiie : A flrigte day for th^ee, for my felvation, 
and for eternity : My -Whole^ life i» bat a vapour, which 
leaves nothing real or folid in the hand of him who recals 
it. Shall 1, to tfcie end, 6f^g ott t^y <i^ys4i^ this inelanGholy 
ftaiitilfty ; in this we«Hpln€ft*\#^Wch purfues me, in>he mtdll 
of my pteafures, and thei eifetu which mmvailingly I Aftah^ 
to avoid ijt ? Shall tHeUlift^hiobr (urptife me, loaded wi<h 
t!lie voKi of my whokyearft*^ And in all my courfe, ihall 
there be nothing ferious* or^ilnportatit^ but the iail moment; 
whic^h will termii^te it. for ever/ and decifde'my everiafting 
deft«ny ? Ginettt J&od-f what a life, fof a fbiil deftined t& 
ferve Thee, calledf to the immortal fbciety of thy Son, and 
thy faints, enriched with thy gifts, and- in CQiif(^qaeRce of 
them, capable of works worthy gf eternity ! What a life, 
ito that life, wbreh^ in reality, i» nothing*, has nothing in 
view,: and fitls i9p a time which is deici&ve of its etprnal 
deftiny, in doing nothing, and reckoning as weH pvfeidy 
Aiofe days and hours which imperceptibly flip away { '* 

' But if inutility be oppbfite to the price of time, irregu« 
larity aiid multiplicity of occupations are not lefs fo, to the 
proper order ot time, and to the Chriftian u<(e we ought to 
make of it. You have juft feen the dangers of a Oothful, 
and I will now lay down before you the inconveniencies of 
a hurried life. ' ' 

Part II. To every^thing we have hitherto faid, my bre- 
thren, the majority of thofe who liften to m^, have no 
doubt fecretly oppofod, tbait their life is any thing but flotb- 

Vot. I. B b ' ful 
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Jul and ufelefs ^ that {carcety can they Tuffice, for,tbe dur* 
ties, good offices, and endlefs engagemems of their ftatiom^ 
that they live in an etetnal viciiStude oi occupations and 
bufinefs, which abforbs their whole life; and that th^. 
ihinfc themfelves happy, when they can accomplifh amo^- 
ment for themfelves, and enjoy at leifure, the fituatipn 
which their fortune denies to them. 

Now this, my Ibrethren, is a new way ot abufing time». 
Hill more dangerous than even inutility ^id indolence, la 
efle£l the Chriftian ufe of time, is not merely the filling, 
up of all its moments ; it is that of filling them up in order,: 
and according to the will of the Lord, who gives them ta> 
us i The Hf6 of faith, is a H£e of regularity and wifdom :, 
Fancy, paffion, pride, and cupidity, are ialfe principles 
of condttft, fince they themfelves^are only a derangement^ 
of the mind and heart ; and that order and reafon ought to 
be our only guides. 

Neverthelefs the life of the majority of men, is a life 
always occupied, and always ufelefs ; always Jaborious, and 
always void : Their paffions give birth to all their mptions^: 
Tbefe are the great fprings which agitate men; make theia 
run here and there like madmen ; and leave them not a fin* 
gle moment's tranquillity ; and in filling up all their mo- 
ments, they feek not to fulfil their duties, but to deliver 
themfelves up to their reflleOhefs, and to fatisfy their Inin 
quitous defires. 

But in what doth this order confift, which ought to re«i 
gulate the meafure of our occupations, and to fanfiify the 
ufe of ourtiilne? It confiAs, in the firft place, in limiting 
ourfelves to the occupations attached to our ftations : la 
not feekilig places and fituations which may multiply them ;, ^ 

and 
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find in not /reckoning among our duties^ the tares 9m4 
|B»baiTaffincntt, which anxiety^ or our paffions, alone ge- 
neme within us* Secondly, However agitated may be 
<Mir fituations, amidft:aU«our occupations, to regard as the 
incA eflentiaU and the xnoft privileged, thofe we owe lo 
our. falvation. , 

« I fay, in the firft place, not to reekonam^ngStheoccU'- 
.pations which fan£kify the ufe of our time, thofe which 
Mftlefinefs, or the paffions alone generate* 

: Rftftleflnefs ; Yes, my brethren, we all wifli to avoid 
;oor£elves : To the generality of men, nothing is more me- 
dancholy and difagreeable, than to find themfelves alone, 
sand obliged to review their own hearts. As vain paffions 
ccarry us away ; as many, criminal attachments fiain us ; 
:and as many thoufands illicit defires occupy every moment 
.of our heart ; in entering into ourfelves, we find only an 
tanfwer of death, a frightful void, cruel remorfes, dark 
.thoughts, and mekinchoiy reflefiions. We fearch, thero> 
'fore, in the variety of occupationr, and continual dillrac- 
itions^ an oblivion of ourfelves : We dread leifure as the 
! fignal of wearinefs ; .and weexpe^l to. find in the confufioa 
land multiplicity of external cares» that happy intoxication, 
^which enables i^s logo on withoul perceiving it, and makes 
us no longer to feel the weight of ourfelves. 

But alas ! we deceive ourfelves r Wearintfs is never 
» found but in irregularity^ aiid in a life of. confufion, where 
-errery^ thing is out of its place : It is^ in living by hazard, 
1 that. we are a burden to ourfelves: that we continually 
.iearich, after new occupations, and that difguft foon obliges 
( «s to repent that we ever fought for them ; that we incef- 
: fanlly change our fituation, in order to fly from ourfelves; 

and: 



tad tiatifhettyer^nt^ go» ^^e tmatf eurfilvcs : in t word, dnilft 
cur wfaele iife i$ butia^iv^orfified a9t« ^ .flROi weatineiH 
sod a nifisrable. talent <io find iu Wherever order t» kteifw 
'wesnrinefs miA n^ceOmly be iound;: andiar irom a lifeaf 
ifregalantf aodcoafofionibeii^areinedjr, oft%he«onlisarfy 
it is the'moft fruitful fource, and univerfal caufe •f ^it.- 

The jttftibiibiivlioifre iiiregulari^r ; they^he yield no- 
ting tocaprieeraod^eiDper ; wbofe e^try ^etpparioti «;«<&- 
a6Uy where it oug^ktto4>e ; whofe mcMiientB airefiHed«p^ sc^ 
cording totheir defiinatibn, and to the will of the Lord who 
^ire£ls tbemv fittd in order, a pcTte£l'remedy againft, and 
^laotsfi^ion fromwearineb^ That wJIbnaifoinni^iti tfaefvacw 
tiGe of duties, whtoh appear lb ^locmf inthe eyes «f tim 
woild, is the fourccof their joy, and^diatdiappy equaiitjr 
xd teanper, ^«4iicfa«icfdiiiig canderai^ : Never ^eiabarraffodi 
"with'llie piefent time, which fi^ed duties eceupy : Nevern 
IMunwithregardiotfaefaitHre, iorwiitehaew duties we ar- 
langed : Never detivvred up to thi>mfelves, by the^thange^ 
occapatiGSK, which fticceed each other : Their days appear 
«6 moinents, becaefe every inomeitt is in its place : Time 
li^ngs not upon tbem, becaufe k always has iis ^ufioMi 
and ufe : and in tfa^ anangement 'of an ijnifonn an oceupiod 
life, they find thatpeace, and that joy, whidi ttie rdl^tf aMsn 
4n vain feasdi for in t»he confofion of a 4}otttinaal agkatson. 

Reftleflhefs, by multiplying our occupations, leaves us, 
ttherefore, a prey to wearinefs and iKfguft ; nor yet does it 
lan£iify the ufe of our time : for if the monsents, not re- 
gulated by tke order of God, are anoments loft, however 
occupied they may otfaerwife be ; sf ^tiie life of man ought 
' to bea.life of wifdom and regularity, wbere every xKrcupa- 
tion has its allotted place ; what can be aoore <^pofiie «d 
fucb*a lile tiaaa tfeds^hxconfiftencyt dide etsmal flttftt(atioas 

in 
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^< t^bibbfoSle^nefii maket iis fiafs .our time ? Butlbe {mC 
Bons wiiicbikeep its in ferpettal 2iioUDii» do aot iom Cor 
us more legitimate employments* 

. Yes,iayl3Tethceii;Iiui^ritotitisonlyi&acertaiaag^ 
life, that we appear occupied with frivolity and pkafares ; 
more ferioiis cares, and more feiid avocations Tucceed to 
the iadoienoe, and to tbe Taia amufetnents oi* <jmr yoonger 
yeais; andaherwaftiogaiir >ioiitiiiaflolhand in pka^jie^, 
i9<e appfUfdatpe oor matuhtyr to our oountFy, to fortune, 
mmi to oflrfelves ; but jUifwith refpe£l<lo beaVen we con« 
timie ifiie fime. I coafafs tjust upe owe ovfr fervkes to oar 
coaatry, to our Sovereign, and' to <lke«atioaal caries ; that 
amoBigft tbe number cf ifoties preicribadte us by religion, 
itfrlaces 4bat of Eeal ior* ourSovereiga, •acnd ;for tbe inte- 
«eft and'glory of omr country ; . and tliat religion fldone can 
•form fmblul fid^efis, and ciwens «veF ready to £u?ri€Ge 
dieir dl lor «he geaeni good* But rdigion 'wiSies not tbat 
|>rideood siBOibitmi AoiiM;.ra8i)y pluuge ms iapuUic aH 
loini ; and duit weftouid ahxiowAy endeavour by all po&. 
Me means, by imtigue and IblioitatioiiSf to attain places, 
where, owing every thing to others, not a moment h left 
'for omfelves : AeUgiion Jariftes us to dread ihefk tumultv- 
#ou8 fituations ; to give ourfetves^up to them with regret and 
tvemUifig, when the order 4of iGod, and the anlhority ot 
our mafters, isall us to ifamn; and where the choice left to 
us, riways to prefer the frfefty and leifure of a private Sation, 
'to the dangers and echt ot digtikies and places. Alas ! 
We have u fiiort time to^^xift u^on the earth, and the falva. 
4ion, or eternal condemnation Which awaits us, is fo near, 
that ever}' other care ougitt to be melancholy and burden- 

fpme to us ; and every thing which diverts our attention ' 
^m tbat grand cjbje3, (or which we are aUowed oi>ly a 

feiall portion^ days, ought tp appear as the tieavieft mis. 

* fortune. 
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fortuoe. TUs if not a 'naxim oT puit fpmittal^; il^ii 
the firft jnaxim, and the fdundalkm of Ghrifiiaaily. 

Neverthelefs, ambition, pride, andall^urpaflionfiy nohm 
to remlara piiva^ liCeinfuppor^dsleWus* What in life 
we dread moft» is a lot and a fiation whick leave us to ourw 
felves, and do not eftabltfli us upon others. We confuk: 
jieither the order of God, nor the views of rdigion, aor 
.tbef danger&of a too agitated (ituation, nor the happimifr^ 
which faith points out in a private: tad tranquil ftatioa^ 
where we have nothing^ but ourfelves to anfwer for, audi 
frequently not even our talents; we cohfuIt<»iiy our pa& 
fions, and that iniatiable defire oi railing our£dves* above 
our brethren ; we wi0i to figure upon the flage of Hfe,* . and 
become great perfonag^^.; and -upona ilage^ alas! wbuok 
tOfn^rrow fiiall difappear, :and leave us nothing real, bufc 
the puerile trouble, and pain of having a£led upon it. 
Xyeix the more thefe: ftations app^ir furrounded with ti^ 
iimH.and embarraflxnent, the more do they appear worthy 
of our purfuit : We wiflx to be in every thiiig: That lei* 
i>ure fo dear to a religious foul, to us a^pe^s (hameful and 
mean : Zyery thing ^hich divides us betwixt the public 
and ourfelves. t Every thing which gives to others an abib* 
lute right over our time : £very thing whtoh plunges ua 
into tkit abyts of cares and agitations, which credit, fa*. 
Tour, and confideration drag after them, affefi^^ attrads» 
and tranfports us. Thus, the majority-of men inconfide-^ 
ntely create to themfelves a tumultuous and agitated life, 
which the Almighty never required of them; and eagerfy' 
feek for cares, wh^e they cannot be in fafety, unlefa thct 
order of God had prepared them for us« , 

Indeed, we fometimes bear them complaining oC ibe 
epdlefs agitations infeparable from their places ; fighing for 

raft 
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Mfft, and entying the. lot of a tranquil and piiv&tCe ftation ; 
9ep€3tingj that it Oiauldindeed^be time to live for them* 
felvesy after haying fo long lived for others. ' But tbefe are 
^merely wor4s of courle : They feem to groan under the 
weight of af&ir^ ; biit with much more uneafinefs and; 
grief, wQ^ld .they fupporl tl^e^ weight of Idfure and of a 
private condition : They employ pne part of their lite, in 
flruggling againft each other for the tumult .of places and 
employments, and the other they employ in lamj3nting the 
misfortune of having obtained them. It is a language of 
yamity : Tbey. would wi(h to appear fuperior to their for- 
iaoe ; an4 they are not foj to the fmalleft reverie, ' or the 
flighteft fyitiptQm of coldnefs which tbres^em them. Be« 
hold haw out pailions create occupations and embarraiF- 
anentff, . which God required not: and, deprive us of a 
time, whofe value ^e fhalt be ignorant of, till we reach 
d«it laft moment, %when time fini(be$, and eternity begins. 

Yet ftiH my brethren, in the paidft of the endlefs, occupa^ 
tions attached to your ftatipns, were you to regfird as the 
moft privileged, jthofeconne&d, with your falyation, you. 
would in fo^e meaflire at leaft^ repair th^ dtflipaeioD^of that 
portion of ypijir: lif^e,: which the world and the cares of this 
earth entirely occupy. But it is ftill in* this point that our 
Vtindnefs is deplorable : We' cannot find time for oui" eter-* 
akl falvatiout That which we.beftowon fortune, the du- 
ties oi a charge, the good oQcesi fxpefled from our fia« 
tion, the care of the body, and attentions to drefs ; that 
which we give to friendfliipj focjety, recreation, land cuf- 
tom,.all appear efTential and.indifpehfable : W^ even dare 
2|Ot encroach upon, or limit thefe : We /:arry them be- 
yond the bounds of even reafon and neceQity ; .and as life 
k too Ibprt, and our days too rapid, to fufflce for all, 
wliatevec ^ wf retrench, h frdm the CiMtes o£ ouz" falvation i 
' In 
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In iht mtilkip\i(dif'orowMt}i^tii(Hi$,v^ fecn* 

fice thok which We oogfat to beftowon e£efnit}r.. Yes, Brf< 
brethren, in place of retrenehinf;' from oar abufemfitiits ; 
from tfie ceremoi»«s which idlenefs atone has' eft^bhflK 
ed; from the dutki which sitnbition itiukiplies; from 
the cares and, attentitms which vrc beftdw on a vaiii^ 
rfrefs, wbieh cttft6m and efeminacy have- rendered endlefs : 
In place of retrenching from thefc, at leaAfoncie Qttle tinie 
^very day, fcarceJy do they leave us fome accidental rc^ 
mains, which by chance have ef<:aped from the world wi* 
pleafure: Some rapid moments, the world wiflfies not; 
with which we are perhaps embarrafTed; and' whfch we 
know not ^ow to difpofe of otlierwife. So lopg as th« 
world chufes to engage us ; fo long as it continues to offer 
pleafure^^ duties, trifles,* and <tompIaifances, we yield our-- 
fclves up to it with delight. When all is ovar, and we bo- 
longer know how to fill up our vacant hours, we then cofi-^ 
fecrate to fome languid praflices of religion, thofe outcaft 
momeAts, which weariiaefs, or a deficiency 06 'pleafures, 
leaves us : Properly fpeaking, t^y are fboments of recre«r 
ation, which we beAow upon ourfclves rather than upo» 
God : An interval, we p)acQ between the world andi us, iir 
order to return to it with more relifli; and bfetathe a little^ 
from the fatigue, the difguft, and the fatiety, vihich are the 
neceffary confequences of a life devoted to the world ami 
pleafures, whieh, prolonged beyond a certain meafure, are^ 
immediately followed by wearinefs and laflilude. 

Such is the ufe, which even perfons, who deck them- 
flplvesr out with a reputation for virtue, make of their time. 
Their whole life is one^continue dand criminal preference, 
given to the world, fortune, ceremony, and pleafates,, 
above the bufinefs of their falvation : All is filled tip hy^ 
what they giv« to tbek mafler^, friend^ places/and a]^^ , 

iitcs, 
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tites/ and liothiixg remains for God and for eternity. . It 
^ould appear, that time is given to us, in the firft place, 
for the world, ambition, and earthly cares ; andihould any 
portion oF it happen afterwards to remain, that we are en- 
titled to praife, when we bellow it on our falvation. 

i Great God ! For what purpofe doft thou leave us on the 
^arth, but to render ourfelves , worthy of thine eternal pof- 
feffion ? Every thing we do for the world, fliall perilhwitb 
it ; whatfoever we do for thee, (hall be immortal. All our 
cares and attentions here,. are in general for mailers, un^ 
grateful, unjnil, diiEcult. to pleafe, .weak, and incapable 
of rendering us happy : The duties we render to thee^ ard 
given to a Lord and Mafter, faithful, juft, compaflionate» 
almighty, and who alone can recompenfe'thofe who ferve 
him!: Thecsures o£ the earth however brilliant^ are foreign 
to us ; they are unworthy of us ; it is not for them we arb 
created.; we ought only to ,de vote ourfelves to them as they 
pafs, in. order to fatisfy the tranfitory ties they exaft from 
Uft,>and which conne6l us with mankind : The cares of 
eternity alone ar^ worthy of the nobility of our hopes, 
and fill all the grandeur and dignity of our defliny. With- 
out the cares of falvation, thofe of this earth are profane 
and fuliied ; th^y areno longer but vain, fruitleft, and.al- 
xooft always criminal agitations : The cares of falvation 
^lone confecrate and fanftify them ;. give to them reality; 
eieV^^ion, the price and 'the merit which thfey wanted. All 
Qthcr cares woiind,. trPttble, harden, and render us mifera-.. 
ble ; but the duties We render to thee^ le^ye us a real and 
heartfelt joy :, Th^y ftr'engthen, calm, and confole us; and 
leven foften the anguiih and bitternefs 9f the others. . In a 
word, we owe oqrfeiyes to thee, O my God ! before maf*. 
^ers, inferiors, friends, or conneftions. Thou alone haft 
t^ firft right over our hearts and re^afoni which are the 
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gifts of thy liberal hand^ it is for tfaee, thetiefbrie^ that xB 
the firft place we ought to make ufe of theiu; and we art 
Cbrifttans, before we are princes, fubjefis^ public chirac«i 
lers, or aoy thing elfe on the earth. 

You will perhaps tell us, my brethren, that in fulfilling 
the painful and endlefs duties attached to yoiir flatioo, you 
helieve that you ferve God, accompliih your meafure of 
righteoufnefs, and labour toward your fatvatton& I grant 
it : But we muft fulfil thefe duties, - according to the vieyii 
of the Lord, from motives of faitb^ and in the true fptrit 
of religion and piety. God reckons only what we do fcf 
him; Of all our pains, fatigueSt fubmiiSonsand facrificea^ 
he accepts only thofe which are oHered to his glory, and 
not to, our own ; and our days are only full in iiis fights 
when they are full for eternity. All afi:ion^ which have 
nothing for their objefl but the world; a fame limited to 
this earth ; a periihable fortuiie; fome praifes they. may. at« 
tiaS to us from men ; or fome degree of grandeur andt^ 
putation, to whi<h they may raife us here below, are notfaiag 
in his prefence ; or, at leaft, are only puerile arooiemems,' 
unworthy of the majefty of his regards.' 

Thus, my brethren, how different are the judgments of 
God from thofe of the world ! In the world we call beau- 
tiful that fplcndid Hfe, in whith great anions are numbered, 
vi£lories gained, dHEcult negociafions concluded, under- 
takings fuccefsfully condufted, illuftriouf employments 
fupportcd with reputation, eminent dignities acquired by 
important fervices, and exercifed with gtory ; a life which 
paffes into hiftory, fills the public .monuments, and of 
which the remembrance fhall be prefeived to thelatefl pof- 
ferity: Such, according to the worW, is a beautiful life. 
But if, in all this, they have fought more their own, thaa 

4hc 
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l3ie]glor]Ko( G«d; ift tbdy have had nothing more in view 
^tfaan Co ere£lto themfelvesaperifliable edifice of grandeur 
on the eaifby in vain fhalL they have furniihed a fplendid 
(career to the eyes o£ men ; in 'the £gbt of God, it is a life 
loft : in vain fliall hiftory record us ; we fliall be effaced 
<trdm the book *of life» and from the eternal hiftories; in 
Vainihall our anions be the admiration of ages to come^ 
they flnlt not be written on the immortal columns of the 
Heavenly Temple. In vain ihall we have a£led a dignifi- 
ed part upon the ftage/of all earthly ages; in the eterni(l 
ages we ihail beastbofe^ who never were^ Jn vain fhall our 
titlesand dignities be preferved upon the marble and brafs ; 
•as the fingers of men have written them, theyfhiLll perifli 
>Wfth them ; and what the finger of God iball have written, 
'will alone endure as long as himfelf. In vain (hall our life 
-be propofed as a model to the ambition of our defcendants ; 
•its reality exiAing only in the paifions of men, from the 
*moment they ihall ceafe to have paifions, and the obje£ks 
twhich inflame them ihall be annihilated, this life ihaH be 
•nothing, and (hall be replunged into non-entity, with the 
world which admired it. 

For candidly, my brethren, can you really wiih, that in 
ithat awful and terrible day, when righteoufnefs itfelf (hall be 
judged, the Almighty ihould give you credit for all the 
pains, cares, and difguils you have experienced and de>- 
^Otti^ed, in order to raife yourfelves in the world ? That be 
Aould regard* as well employed, the time you have 
facrificed to the world, fortune, glory, and the elevation 
of your name and race, as if you were upon the earth only 
^f or yourfelves ? That he ihould place among the number of 
your works of falvalion, thofe which have only had for prin- 
ciple ambition,* pride, envy, and felf-intereft ; and that he 
ihould reckon your vices amongd your virtues. 

And 
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AnJ what will you be able to fay to biittt oiit%e bcdrfal 
death, when he fball enter into jndpmnt with yott/ and 
demand an' account of the time, which he had only gi^nied 
yout to be employed in glorifying and ferving him? Will 
you fay to him/: Lord, I have gained many \viQdries; I 
have ufefuily and glorioufly fervedmy ptinceaad country; 
I have eftabltihed to niyfelf a great name amoiigft men? 
ahs ! you have never been able to gain a vidory ovec youiv 
felf : You have ufefuily fcrted the kings of the earthy- md 
you have negleSedi with contempt, the fervicc of the King 
of kings* You jhave eftafoliihed to yourfelf a great name 
amongfi men ; and yourname is unknown amoiigft the dhb- 
fen of God: Time loft for eternity. Will you fay ta him-: 
I have condu£led the moft difficult negociations, I have 
concluded the moft important treaties ; I have managed'tbe 
interefts and fortunes of princes ; I have beto in the fi^* 
crets, and in the councils of Kings ? Alas 1 you have con- 
cluded treaties and alliances with men, and you have ^a 
thoufand times violated the holy covenant you have entered 
into with God : You have managed the interefts of prin- 
ces, and you have never known how to manage the inte^ 
'xefts of your falvation : You have entered into the fecrets of 
kings, and you have ever been ignorant of the fecrets of 
the kingdom of heaven : Time loft for eternity* Will you 
fay to him : My whole life has been only an inceflant toil» 
and a painful and continued occupation ? alas ! you have 
always toiled, and you have never been able to do any thing 
to fave your foul ; Time Idfft for eternity, W'M ydu fay 
to him : I have eftablilhed my children in the world : I 
have exalted my relations ; I have been ufef ul to my friends ; 
I have augmented the patrimony of my anceftors ? alas ! 
you have bequeathed great eftabliftments to your children, 
and you have not left them the fe^rof the Lord, by bring- 
ing them up, and eftabltibing them in faith and in piety : 

You 
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you^htvc di^pafcd the j^&sbf gr»i^e,.ijia the piftrimcmy of 
Jejfus Ghrift;: ,Time loft {c»r«tcrni%. r WtH ym hyipiim : 
I havi? made, the moft praloundiftodfes ; I haVct enriched 
4he public with ufeful and eufiou^ worlds ;rlbav^ perfefied 
.the^fcioiccs; hy new dircoyeries ; I:improwd my great ta- 
lents,, and rendered ibem, nfeful to mankind? aks! The 
^reat talent confided to. you, was'that of .faithlwd grace, 
jof which :you halve |na46 no ufc: You have rendered your- 
Jfelf ;:learned in the fciences oi meti, and you. haye always 
been igaorant in the fcience of the. Holy : Tiimte toft-.for 
eternity. In a word, will you tell him : I have pafled luy 
life in fulfilling the duties, and good offices of my ilation : I 
have gained friends ; I have rendered myfelf ufeful and 
agreeable to my mafters ? alas I You have had friends to boaft 
of on the earth, and you have acquired none to yourfelf 
. in heaven : You h^ve made every exertion to pleafe men, 
and you have done nothing to pleafe the Almighty : Time 
loft for eternity. 

' No, my brethren, what a frightful void, the greateft part 
oi men, who had governed ftates and empires, who appeared 
to regulate the whole univerfe, and had filled in it the moft 
diftinguiftied places ; who were the fubje£ls of every conver- 
fation, and of the defires and hopes of men ; who engroffed al- 
moft alone, the whole attentions of the earth ; what a fright* 
ful void, will they, on the bed of death, find their whole 
life to be ? Whilft the days of the pious and ritired foul, 
regarded by them as obfcure and indolent, (hall appear 
full, complete, occupied, marked each by fome viftory 
of faith, and worthy of being celebrated by the eternal fongs. 

Meditate, my brethren, on thefe holy truths : Time is 
fliort ; it is irreparable : It is the price of your eternal feli- 
city : 
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cky : It is given to you, cmly in t>rder toTcnder yoa^onby* 
of that felicity : CQlcubte* therefore, <what portion of it 
yon fiiouM beftow on. the world, pleafures, .fortune, and 
on your falvation; My brethren, fays the Apoftle, time 
is (bort : Let us therefore ufe the world, as not abufing it ; 
let us poflefs our ricfa^ places, ^gnities and titles, at 
though we poflefled them not ; let us enjoy the favour d£ 
our fuperiors, and the ^fteem of men, as dlough we en* 
joyed them not ; they are only ihadows, which vanifli, and 
leave us for ever ; and let us only reckon upon as real in 
our whole life, the moments which we have employed for 
heaven* 
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SERMON VIIL . 

THE CERTAINTY OF A FUTURE StAtE. 



Matt, xxv, 46. 

And theft Jkall go ^way into ever lofting punj/kmeni: hui 
the righteous int0'. life eternals 

i5EHOLD» to wbat at fail Ihall ^be brought the deSresy hopes^ 
^ounfds, and enterprifes of men : Behold, upon what at 
bftlball fplH, the. vain refle&ions of fages and freethtnk* 
ers ; the doubts and eternal uncestainties ob unbelievers; 
the vail projeflsof conquerors ;. the monuments of humai^ 
glory ; the cares of ambition ; the diflin£lion of talents; 
the diCquietudes of forttt|ie.; the profperity of empires^ 
and all ^he infignificanlireyoliDtions of the earth. Sudi 
Q^\ be the awful cohclufiohi which will unravel the myU 
teries af Provideiice».ontbediveFfe lotslof the' childi^n of 
Adani» and.juftify jts condufit.in the gaverhment of the 
uaiverfe. This Ufe.as> therefore, but i. rapid inftant, and 
the commencement ; of an eternal ftitvrity. Torments^ 
without e/id, or the, delights of am immortal felicity, fluU 
he our lott as well as that of aU men. 

Neverthelcfs, the view of .liiis grand objefl, which Tor^ 
merly had been able to Itartle the ferocity of tyrants ; to (hake 
the fortitude of philofophns ; to dtfturb the.efTeminacy 
aad vofluptuoufnefs of Caefars; to foften the moll baiharw 

oul; 



2l6 8£RMON VIII. 

ous nations ; tpform fo many martyrs ; to people the deferts^ 
and to bring the whole univerfe {ubmiffive to the yoke of 
the crofs : This image, fo terrifying, is now almoft deftined 
to alarm the timidity ot meiely^the tornmoh' people : Thcfe 
grand objcfts are become like vulgar paintings, which wc 
dare no longer expofe to the falfe delicacy of the^great, and 
connoiffeurs of the world ; and the only fruit we gene- 
rally reap frgiQ. this fort of difcourfes^ is to make it be in- 
quired, perhaps, after quitting them, whether every thing 
fhall tsike place, as we have faid. 

For, my jbrethrfen, we live in times 4n which the faith of 
many has been wrecked ;' in which a wretched philofophy, 
like a mortal venom, fpreads in fecret, and undertakes to 
juftify abomibatibns and ^vice's, afaihA the bdief <of 'future 
puniftmeni ai^d seiwardsw ;Tbis evil has paiSed from th^ 
palaces oiF the great, even to the.people, andaevery where 
the. piety of; the juft is.anfuU€d by theidifooUrfes of irtdi- 
gion, and thts maxims ol.freetbinking. ' 

. And. certainly, 1 am not furprifed thai; difibltlte meft 
ibould doubt of a futureHate, and endeavour td'^comb^t, 
or to weaken a triiib, fo. capable of dtfturbiilg their crimi« 
nal fenfualities. It is: horrible to look» forward to everlaft^ 
ing mifery. The world has no pleafure, which can endtirt 
a thought fo ihockitig; confequently, it has always en* 
deavoured to efface it. from the heart and mind ot man. ft 
well knows, that tfae-beUef of a future fiate, is a trouble^* 
fome check on the human paffions, and that it will nev^ 
fucceed in making tranquil and refolute libertines, without 
having. firft made unbelievers. 

Let us deprive, theh^ the corruption of the human heart 
pf fo wretched and weak a fupport : Let uis piuve todiflbi^ 

lute 
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Htt ^fouls, that ttev-ihdit /urviv6 tl^ir debaucheries r that 
allcyes-oot with tlitebody; that this life (hall finifh their 
crimes, but not their mifery; and more completely to 
i^bnfOQtid impiety, let us attack it in the vain pretexts on 
<^hich it depends. • 

^'Aifify^ who kttdws, fiiy the impiousi that all dies not 
ii^ith Us t Is that other life, -of which we are told, quite 
•'C^rtalti ? Who tes ever returned, to intorm lis of it ? 

^dfy^ I^'it Mrotitiy of the majefty of God, lay they again» 
to demean himfelf, by any attention to what pafles among 
teen-? .What matters* it to hini, that worms of the earthy 
'Ifke^us, murder, deceive, and tear each other, live in luxury 
^r "intemperance? {^ it not prefumptuoui in man; to fup- 
)KiJre, ilm^t an Altnighty God is occupied with hun ? 

-> iMjffy, iWlkv likelihood, add they, that God, having 
iynal^e man fuch^asi lie is) will putiilh as crimes, inherent 
inclinations t& pleafure, which nature has given us. /"Ee^ 
lt(Dld the ^hilbf^phy of the vdluptu^ty : The ui>certafnty 
of ttlbtureftate: The majefty of God, which a vile creia- 
)ture cannot ofiend; and the weakneTs of man, which, he^ 
ing born with him, he would be unjuft, of it, to tonllitute 
« crime, 

» Let us theft pftfVe, ' in the firft place, againft the uticer- 
tsifltty of the impious, that the truth of a future flate is juf^ 
lified by the pureft lights* of reafon : Secondly, againft the 
onworthy idea; grpund^d up6n the greatnefs of God, that 
tbi^ truth is juftifitd by his wifdom arid glory: Laftly, 
againft the pretext, drawn from the weaknefs of man, that 
it is juftified, even by the teftimony of his own confcience. 
The certainty of a future ftaie : The iteceffity pf a future 
' Vol. I. D d ftate : 
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Aate : The inward aeknovpledgfiietit o( a future Ible: 
BdloM the fubjefi^ and amngemesl of mjr difco«rfev 

O God I Attend not to the inrnlts, whirh the bbfptop 
mlts of impiety ofier to tby glory ; regard onlyi and fim, 
of what reafon is capable, when thy light it withdiawn* 
In the wickednefs of the human nitud, behold; aH lhe>fe« 
verity of thy juftice, when it abandons it, that the more I 
expofe the fooliOi blafphemies of the iiopioii$ fou}^ the 
inore may he become in thy fight, an objeft worthy of 
thy ptty» and of the treafnres of thine ininitetBercyi > * 

Part J. It furely is melahdioly to have to juftify before 
believers^ the moft confolatory truth of faith : to irofney t^ 
prove to men^ to whom Jefus Cfarift haa been declared^ 
that their being is not a wild aflemblagey and th^ wretciie^ 
offspring of chance : that a wife and an Almighty anrtifioer^ 
has preCded at o^ir ibrmation and birtb ; that;a fpark. of 
immortality animates our chiy } that a portion of iis^ ftaJI 
furvive ourfelves ; and that, on qnilting this eaythly tttn* 
fion, our foul (hall return to the bofom of God« ftom 
whence, it came, and go to inhabit the eternal re^n of 
the living, where to each one fludl be preadered aoror^inf 
to his works. 

It was with this tmth that Paul began to announce faiths 
before the Athenian judges. We are the imBQK>rtaI race of 
God, faid he to that affembly of fages, and he has appeiAt«> 
ed a day to judge ^he univerfe. By that, the Apoftlel 
Ipread -^fae firft principles of the do8rine of lalvation^ 
through infidel apd corrupted nations. But we, wh<^ 
come after the revolution of ages, when the plenitode of 
nations has entered into the Churchy when the whole uni* 
^rfe has profeSed to believei when all the myfterica have 

^en 



1H£ CfiRTilMTY Off A FUTORS STATE* tx^ 

iMnckafed up^ all the prophecies acconiplilhed, JeTui 
Cbnft glorified, the path of heaven laid open ; we wfaoap^ 
j^iar ia there fatter ttnies» when the daf of the lK>rd is fa 
wach neaiier th»n wten our fathp-^ believed ; Alas ! v^hat 
0»f^ our minifiry to he^ unlefs to difpofe bdievers for 
lAiac^vand hope, and to inftrufi them to hold themfeives ia 
. ipa^UneTs to appear before Jefus Chrift, who .will q^uiddf 
frome: far (pom having ftiU to combat thefe Ifaocking and 
fooliih maxims, whichihefirft preaching of the gofpel had 
cffiioed froflii the uni^^rfe. 

:-■ The pretended lincertauity of a future ftate, is^ then, the 
^Igrand foundation of the fecurity of unbelievers. ' We 
Imbmr notbing, fay t}iey, of that other world, of whicb 
you tell us fo much. None fii the dead have ever return* 
tA to trtform us ; perhaps, there is nothing beyond the grave : 
l#et us enj<^^ therefore, the prefent, and leave to chance a 
futurity, if^hich ekfaer^xift» jux, or is meant to be c^ncealf 
cd from oih* luiowledge* 

Now, I fay, that this uncertainty is fufpicious in tfae^ 
;^rinc^de vbieh' produces it, fooliih in the proofs on which 
it depends, . and frightful in ks confe^uences^. Refufe me 
aot bepe yoor auention. 

Sti(pkfiou«ifitbeprii^ple which produces it* For, I^ow 
Ims the uneertaintyof a future ilate been formed in the 
mund 1^ the unbeliever ? ft requires only to tmce the ori- 
gin of an opinion, to know whether the intereAs of trptb, 
or the paffionst have efiablifted it on earth. 

At faistfaiftfa,. the Jonpioos man.bore the principles of na- 
-tural ..reli|poQ, eommoo to ^U jmen : He found written in 
«]its iMBTt, a law, ^i^fefhade violence, injufiice, trea- 
chery. 
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cherry inc[. every afiion to another j ivjii<^ hewouM.iioif 
have done to himfelf:' Education forti^ed tbefe fenliineoUl 
of ciature; He wat taught to know a God; to love aiidbicii 
lear him : ' Virtue wais fhewn to him in the rules ; : it wasi 
seadered amiable ta him in .the examples; and though 
within himfelf, he ielt inclinations, in oppofitioii.to duty.^ 
yet, when he yielded to their fedu3ions, his heart fecretljfk 
efpoufed the caufe of virtue againil his own wjea)uite&, : , ) 



Thus did the impious man, at firft» live on the e^rlh > 
With the reft of mankind, he adored a Supreme . Being ; 
Tefpefled his laws ; dreaded his chafiifemeots ; and exp^£^-' 
cd his promifes. Whence comes it, then, th^t be no l^iif^ 
acknowledges a God ; that crimes appear to him as hiimail 
policies : hell, a Vulgar prejudice ; a future Aate, a qhime* 
ra ; and the foul,' a fpark, which is extinguifli^ .with tk^ 
body ? By what exertion fiaiS: he attained to tthe Iu»owledg^ 
of things fo new, and fo furpri&ng ? By what 'njeans.bf^i 
be fucceeded, to rid himfelf of thefe ancient prejudi<:e^» in 
Tooted among men, fo conliftent with the feelings of bis 
heart, and the lights of reafon ? Hs^he fearchedi9|o,'arid 
maturely examined them ? Has he adopt^ ^very folid j^<^ 
caution, whichan affair the moH important of life, requires.? 
Has he withdrawn himfelf from the commerce of me^* 
in folitude, to allow leifure for reQeEtion and ftudy ? Has 
be purified his heart, left the paflionsiniay have mifled 
bim ? What anxious attentions, and folicitude* toinveflii. 
gate the truth, are required* to rej^£l the firft feelings which 
the foul has imbibed ! :..... 

Liften, my brethren, and adpre the juftice of God, on 
thefe corrupted hearts, whom be delivers up to the vanity 
of their own judgment. In proportion as his manneh be^ 
came diflblute, ' the rules have appeared fufpicious: ; in 

proportion 
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l^perlipa as ht became debafed, he .has endeavoured to 
perfuade himf<^f, that man is like the bea^. H^ is become^ 
impious, only by (hutting up every avenue which might 
Jend him 'to the ;trutfa ;. by no longer regarding religion as 
an impottalit cpncern ; by Tearching into it, only for the 
pxirpofe of diflionouring it, .by blafphemies and facrilegioua 
witticifms ; he is become impious, only by feeking to fteel 
bimfelCagainftthe cries of. his ovmconfcience, and deliver- 
ing bimfelt up to the moft infamous, gratifications. It it 
by that path, that he has attained to the wonderful and fub. 
lime fcience of unbelief : It is to thefe grand feffqrts, that 
he owes the difcovery of a truth, of which the reft of 
men before him, had either been ignorant, or detefled* 

Behold the fource of unbelief ; the corruption of the 
heart. Yes, my brethren, find me, if you can, men wife 
temperate, pure, regular, and lovers of truth, who believe 
not a God, who look forward to no future Aate, who look 
upon adulteries, abominations, and incefts, as the inclina- 
tions and innocent paftimes of nature, , If the world has 
feen impious characters, who bore' the fembiance of wif. 
dorn and temperance, it was eit^her that, they better conceal, 
ed their irregularities, in order to give more credit to their ^ 
.impiety, or; the fatiety of pleafures, which had .brought 
them to that feigned temperance : Debauchery had been 
the original fource of their irreligion ; their hearts were 
cofTupted, before their faith 'wa» wrecked; they had an 
intertft to believe that all dies with the body, before they 
fucceeded in perfuading themlelves of it ; and along induU 
gence of luxury, had fully difgufied them with guilt, but 
had not rendered virtue more amiable to them, 

Whal^coIlfola^ion for:us, ^who believe, that wemuft firft -^ 
xenounce probity, modefiy,* manners, and all the feelings 

of 
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dF hnwaAiiy^ Wfdre we can renoance £iidi| ndlolMftia 
lofiger Chriman^ amft firft ceafete be man I 

B<^boid then, the uncertaint)^ of the ifOpioUft, dresufy 
fufpidou9 in its principle ; but fecondly^ it b fodiffli fai 
Ae proo& on which it depentU. > 

For fnrdy, veiy decifive and coinrincing proofo muftte 
required to make us efpoufe the caufe ck unbelief, and to 
render us tranquil, oii what weare told^ an^terflal ibte 
to come. It is not natural, that man would haaard an in* 
iereft fo ierious as that of eternity, on light affid frivdous 
proofs, ftiil lefs fo, that he would thereon abandon the ge» 
neral opinion, the belief of his fathers^ the religion of all 
ages, the agreement of all nations; and the ^prejudices of 
his education, had he not, as it were, been forced to it, 
by the evidence of the troth. Unlefs abfolutely amvJn- 
ced that all dies with the body, nothing can bear a compa- 
lifon with the madnefs and folly of the mibelieven Now, 
{s he completely convinced ? What am the giand reafons 
which'have determined him to adopt this vile caofe? We 
know not, fays he, what happens in that other world ol 
which you tell us.; the good die equally as the wicked : 
•xnan as the beaft ; and no one returns, to &y which was in 
tiie error. I^refs him a little further, and you will be fliock- 
ed to fee the weaknefs of unbelief; "^gue dffcour&s, 
liackneyed fufpicions, everlafting uncertunties, and dbi. 
Ynerical fuppofitions, on which nobody in their fenfes, 
would wiih to riik the happinefs, or dif quiet of a iingle day, 
and upon which he, however, hazards an etemky. 

Behold the infurmounuble proofs which the freethkiker 
oppofes to the belief of theudiveife ; behold thai evidence, 
which, in ]m rnind^ prevails over all thai is moft dear, 

and 
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and tooft eftabliftied on^ the earth. We kaownotbii^ of 
wbat palTiEff ia that oibepr world pf , wJjiidi yoB tell a^ 
O xpati ! open here thine eye$» A fingle doijibt js fufficienl 
to render th(^ impious, and all the proofs of religion are 
loo weak to make thee a believer. Thy mind he&ts^es u^ 
believe in a future ftale, amd, in the mean time, ihou livcft 
as though there were npne. The only fouadatiop thott 
bafi^ for thine opinion, is thine uncertainty, and thou r&« 
proacheft to us^ that faith is a vul^ credulity! . 

. Bat I.9JQk, <pR wbiiph Side here is credulity ? Is it on th^ 
of the £reethix|ker« of the. believer ? The l^ter believes in 
« future Aaie, on the authority pi the divine writings,, thait 
is to fay, the book, without contradi&ion, .which moft 
dcferves belief ; on the depofitionoi holy men, thatis to fay, 
juft, pure, and miraculous f^hai^ers, who have fbcd their 
blood to render glory to the truth, and to that doflrlne, of 
which the converlion of the univerfe has- rendered a te^ir 
moity» ths^t to the fsnd Qf ag^, fliall life npagainil the imr 
pious; OB th^ acGOppliflunent of the prpphecies, thatis 
to by p. the only chdra^fler of ^ruth, whigh, th^ iifipoftor can-* 
not imitate; on the tradition of all ages, thatis to fay, oq 
fai£U, which, fince the creation, of the world, have appear* 
ed certain^ to all the great^ft <c;hara3ers, the molt acknow« 
lodged juft men, the wifeft and moft civilized nations, tbo 
univerfe could ev^ boaft of ; in a word, on proofs at leaft 
fnrobable. The freethinker denies a futurity on a (imple 
doubt, a mere fufpicion. Who knows it fays he ; who 
luis returned from it ? He has no argument, either folid ot 
decifive, to overturn the truth of a future flate. For let 
faim avow it, and ihw will we fubmit. He only miftrufts 
that there be any thing after this life, and upon that he be« 
Jkves that All dies with. him. 

Now 
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Now I demand,' which here is the credulous? Is it-he, 
who, in fupport of his belief, has whatever is probable 
among men, and moft calculated to tnake impreffion oA 
reafon ; or him who is refol ved to deny a futurfe ftate, on . 
the weaknefs of a fimple doubt? Neverthelcfs,' thefreei 
thinker imagines that he exerts fais reafoh more than the 
believer ; he looks down upon us, as weak and credulous 
men; and he confiders himfell as a fuperior genius, exalt-^ 
cd above aH vulgar prejudices, and whom reafon' alotie* 
and not the public opinion, determines. O God! How 
terrible art thou, when thou delivereft up a finner to his 
own infatuation ; and how well thou knoweft to draw glory 
to thyfelf, even from the efforts which thhie enemies make 
to oppofe if. • - ' 

But I go ftill f lirther. When, even in the doubt, formed 
by the unbeliever, of a future date, the arguments fliould 
foe equal, and the trifling uncertainties, which render him in- 
credulous, fhbUld balance the fdlid and evident truths Whieh 
promife immottality to us; I fay, thai even in an equality 
of proofs, he at leaft ought to wifli, that the opinion of 
faith, with regard to the nature of our foul, were true ; an 
opinion which is fo honourable to man; which tells Mm^ 
that his origin is celeftial, and his hopes eternal ; he ought 
to wi(h, ^hat the do3rineof impiety were falfe; a do^rine 
To melancholy, fo humiliating toman; which confounds 
him with the beaft ; which makes him live only for the 
body ; give him neither purpofe, deflihation, nor Jibpe ; 
and limits his lot to a fmall number of rapid, reftlefs, and 
forrowful days, which he paflei on the earth : All things 
equal, a reafon born with any degree of elevation, would 
prefer being deceived by what is honourable toitfelf, rather 
than adopt a fide fo difgraceful to its being. What a foul, 
then, muft the unbeliever have received from nature, to 

preicr, 
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pitfdr, in' fo great.an iniequality of proofs, the belief, that 
be.' is crested only for this earth, and favourable to regard 
Ujmlelf as ^ vile affemblage' of dirt, arid the companion of 
the ax and bCtll ! What dp I fay ? What a fnonfter in the 
vmirerfik tn-uft be tlie uikbeljever, who mi ftrufts the general 
belief,' only becaufe it' is too glorious for his nature'; and 
beltevesi thzi the vanity of men has alone introduced it on! 
iheteartb, s^d-has perfuaded th^m thst they are immortah>l 

;, JBltttnp,. my brethren! Thefe men of fleih and! bloody 
tkiih riealbn,.'reje£i ^he honour which religion jdoes to their 
itaUire;. and perfuade themfelves, that their foul is merely 
•ot earii, and that all dies with the body. Senfual, diffo^ 
lute, and efieminate men, •■ who have no other check than a 
%r«(i^al-inftiii£l ; no other rule, than the vehemence of tb^it 
di^tti'i na other occupation, than to awalen, by aitwiar-i 
)tifices; tlie.Gupldity already fatiated; men ofthatcharafte* 
«oatt have Httl6 difficulty to believe, that no principle of Fpi^ 
jdtiu^Mife.extils within them ; thit the body is their only. be4 
ifig^land, 9s they^iniitate the manners of beails, they arc 
^pardonable > in .attrihutirig to themfelves the fame natute; 
3ut lettheni not judge of idlmen by themfelves ;' there are 
«fiill on the earth,' chafte, : pure, and tesnperke fouls ;. Iqt 
tficro.not'alcribe to nature/ the'Ihamefui.tfiadenciesbf their 
own mind ; let them not degrade humanity in general, be- 
caufc they have unworthily debafed themfelves ; let them 
feek OkUt among men, fiich as themfelves; ^n^ finding that 
they .are alm6ft fingle in the uriiverfe, they Ihall then fee 
'that they are rather monfters, than the ordinary prod uflions 
rof nature. - - . : ' . • ! .♦ 

Befides, not only is the freethinker toolifh, becaufe, 

.that even in an equality of proofs, his heart and glory 

fliould decide him in favour of faith, but likewife his ow;n 

^' Vol. I. E« interefl: 
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intereft : For, as I have alfcadjr laid. What docs he rifle bf 
believing ? What . difagreeable coofequetrce wili follow^ hH 
miftake ? He will live wkh honour, probity^ and inflo« 
cence ; he will be mild afiable, juft, IfAcere, rriigicwi^s, si 
generous friend, a faithful huiband^ and' an equitable niaf^ 
ter ; he will moderate his pafliods, . which ^v^ould otherwife 
have ocfcafioned all the misfortunes of his life ; he wili abilaiH 
from pkafuresand exceiTes, which would have prepared lot 
him a painful and prematur^old age, or a deranged fortune ; 
be will enjoy the chara£ler of a virtuous man, af<d:the 
efteem of mankind: — Behold what he rilks. WheivaH 
fliould even iiniih with thiS'life, that furely is ftill the way 
lo pafs it with happinefs and tranquillity*; fuch is the oiily 
inconveniency I can find. If iid eternal recompenfe fliall 
feJIow, What u'ili he have loft by expe£ling it ? He has loft 
fome fenfual and momentary gratifications which would fodte 
have either fatigued him by the difguft^which alleys foildwli 
their enjoy ment^ or tyrannifed over him, by the^new diefit^ 
they light up : He has loft the wretched fatisia3ion of beu 
iog, for the inftani he appeared on the earth,: c^oet, utti- 
natural, voluptuous, without faith, morals, or conrflajic)^^ 
perhaps defpifed anddifgraced in themklft of his dwh ped.- 
|>le. I can fee no other misfortune 4 he finks back to hir 
original non.exifience, and his error has no other confer 
quence. 

But if there is a future ftate; fhould he deceive bimfetf 
in reje6ling faith, what does he not ri(k ? The lofs of 
eternal riches ; the pofTeflion of thy glory, O my Ood! 
which would for ever have rendered him happy. But even 
that is only the commencement of his mifery ; he goes to 
experience punifhment without end or meafure, an eternity 
ot horror and wrath. Now, compare thefe two deftinics : 
What party here will the freethinker adopt ? Will he rift: 

the 
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die QiQct'chiration of .his days,, or a whole eternity ? Will 
he, hold by the pr/efent« ■ 'which muft finiih to*inorrQw, and 
in .whioh he even cannot be happy ? Will he tremble at at^ 
Ciitacity, which has no other limits than eternity, and caa 
oevfer finiOi but with God himfelf ! Where is the pruden^ 
iQ9Mi» who» in an uncertaiflty even equa], durft here bal« 
m\ce? ^nd what name fliall we give to the unbeliever» 
v|)o^ with qothing ia bis favour but frivolous doubts^ while 
Qa the fide of truth, beholding the authority, example^ 
]^i|efcnption, proof, and voice ot all ages, the entire world, 
fifl^y adapts the wretched caufe of unbelief; dies tranquil, 
a^ though be wer^^ no longer to have exiftence ; leaves his 
ft^^aldefliny in the hands of chance, and carelefsly pre« 
pares tp encounter fo.awful a fcene* O God I Is this a 
sfan conduced by cool reafon ; or, is it a madman, who 
jooks forward to no refource but defpair ? The uncertainty 
jpf the freethinker is thei^efore fooliih, in the proofs on 
^bich be depends. . ^ 

But lailly, it is ftill snore dreadful in its confequences. 
^nd here, my brethren, allow jne to lay afide the deep 
r^jbnings of erudition anddo£lrine ; I wiih to fpeak only 
to the confctence of the unbeliever, and to confine my'^ 

felf to the proofs which his own feelings acknowledge. 

• 

Now, if all (hall finifh with us, if man have nothing to 
expe£l after this life, and that here is our country, our ori- 
gin. and the only happinefs we can promife ourfelves, why 
are .we not happy ? If only created for the pleafures of the 
fenfes, why are they unable to fatisfy us ; and why do they 
always leave a fund of wearinefs and forrow in the heart ? 
If man have nothing fuperior to the bead, why, likeit^ do 
not his days flow on without care, uneafinefs, difguft, or 
forrow^ in fenfual and carnal enj,oynients? If man have no 

other 
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ether felicity to expeft, tbiam merely a temporal happtiieft^i 
, wby is he unable to find it on the earth ? Whence corned it^- 
that riches ferve only to render him uneafy ; that honoOTS fa-* 
tiguehim ; that pleafures exhauft him ; that the fciences, far 
from fatisfying, confound and- irritate his curiofity ; that 
repuution conftrains and embarrafTes him ; that all thefe* 
united, cannot fill the immenfity df his heart, and fttU 
leave him fomething to wifli tor ? All other beings, con- 
tented with their lot, appear happy in their way, in the licii. 
atton the Author of Nature has placed *them; the ftars; 
tranquil in the firmament, quit not their ftation to ilfaimi^ 
sate another world ; the earth, regular in its movements'; 
Ihoots not upwards to occupy their place; the animals cra%rl 
in the fields, without envying the lot of man, who inhab* 
its cities and fumptuous pakces ; the birds carol in theairg 
without troubling themfelves, whether there be happier 
creatures in the earth than themfelves ; all are happy as^ I 
may fay ; every thing in nature is in its place : Man alone 
is uneafy and difcontented ; man alone is a prey to his de- 
fires, allows himfelf to be torn by fears, finds. his pumfh- 
ment in his hopes, and becomes gloomy and unhappy in 
the midft even of his- pleafures : Man alone can meet with 
nothing here to fix his heart.. 

Whence comes this, O man ? Muft it not be, that here 
thou art not in thy place ;' that thou art made for heaven ; 
^hat thy heart is greater than the world ; that the earth is not 
thy country; and that whatever is not God, is nothing to 
Ihee ? Anfwer, if thou can, or rather queflion thy heart, 
and thou wilt believe. 

sJ/y, If all die with the body,' who has been able to per- 
fuade all men, oi every age, and of every country, that their 
foul was immortal ? From whence has this ftrange idea of 

immortality 



THfi CERTAINTY OP A FUTURE STATE. d£$ 

ii!itfi6idility deicended to tlie human race ? How coald an 
opinion, fo drfiant from the nature of man, were he born 
only" for the fan£);ions of the fenfes, have pervaded the 
<8Brth : Eorif man, like the beaft, be created only for the 
preCent, nothing ought to be more incomprehenfibletohim,' 
Aan even the idea of immortality. Could machines of 
day, whofe only objefl ihouldbe a fenfual happinefs, have 
CYtt been able to form, or to find in themfelves, an opi«' 
aion fo exalted, an idea fo iublime ? Neverthelefs, this opt- 
Bion^ fo extraordinary, is become that of all men; thi^ 
opifiion, fo oppofxte even to the fenfes, fince man, like 
ibe beaft, dies wholly, in our fight, is eftabliflied on the 
tertb; this opink)n, which ought, not to have even found 
aii .inventor in the univerfe, has been received' with an 
univerfal dociyt)^ of belief, amongft all nations; the moil 
favage, as themoft cultivated ; the moil poliihed, as themoft 
brutal ; the moft incredulous, as the moit fubmiifive to 
fasib. 

For, go back to the beginning ot ages, examine all na- 
tions, read the hiftory of kingdoms and empires, liilen to 
thofe who return from the moil diilant ifles ; the immortali- 
ty, of the foul has always been, and iliil is, the belief of 
every people on the face of the earth. The knowledge of 
one God may have been obliterated ; his glory, power, 
and immenfity, may have been effaced, as I may fay, from 
the hearts, and minds of men ; obilinate and favage nations 
may ilill live without worihip, religion, or God, in this 
world ; but they all look forward to a future ilate ; nothing 
has ever been able to eradicate the opinion of the immortality 
t)f the foul ; they all figure to themfelves a region* which our 
fouls ihaH inhabit after death ; and in forgetting God, they 
have never difoarded the idea of that provifion for them- 
' fejves. 

Now, 
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Now, wheace comes it» tha$ mra fo di&rent ia tlirsiri 
difpofiitonSi, worfhip, country, opinions, interefifi^ and» 
even figure, t]»t (carcely do they fe^n^ of the famp fpcn 
cies with each other, unanimoufly 9gree, however,, ofi thkh 
point, and expe& immortality ? There is no coUufion here ;.f 
(or how is it poflible tqaflemhie together men of aUcom-i 
trie9 ^nd ages ? It is not a prejudice of education ; for« 
mam)ers, habits, and i^or|hip« which are generally ti^ 
confequences of prejudices, are not the fame among alk 
nattops; the opinion of imitiorta)ity is common to alU I(t 
19 not a fe6l ; for befidet that it is the univerfal reUgjon o{ 
the world, that tenet has had neither head nor protefiorv 
Men have adopted it tbemfelves, x>r rather nature has taugbi. 
them to know it, without th.e afliftsMcice of teachers; a^df 
fince the beginning of things, it alone has pafled from f»» 
tber to fou^ and has been always received as a^n indifptiU* 
ble truth. O ihout who believeft thyfelf to be only a 
mafs of clay,, quit the world, where thou findefi thyfeU 
fingle in belief ; go, and in other regions fearcbfor men ol 
another fpecies, and iimilar to the beaft; or rather, be 
ftruck with horror, to find thyfelf fingle, as it were» in the 
univerfe, in revolt againll nature, and difavowing thin^ 
own heart, and acknowle(]ge, in an opinion comnoon to all 
men, the general imprelBon of the Author, who has formed 
them all* 

Laftly^ and with this proof I conclude : The univerfal 
fellowihip of men, the laws which unite one to the other, . 
the moft facred and inviolable duties of civil life, are all 
founded only on the certainty of a future ftate. Thus, if 
all die with the body, the univerfe rnuft adopt other laws^ 
manners, and habits, and a total change muft take place ip 
every things If all die with the body, the maxims of 
equity, friendlhip, honour good faith and gratitude, are 

only 
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only popular errors { fihde we owe iits^ihg to raeh, w^hd are 
nothing to us, to whotti no general bond of wprfliip and 
hope unites us, who will to-morrow fink back to their ongi* . 
M ncrn -entity, and who are already no (tidre. If all die 
with us, the tender names of child, parent, father, friend, 
^nd hafband, are merely thieatrical appellMions, and u 
-mockery ; fi»ce friendfliip, even that fpringing from vir- 
•fue, is no longer a lafting tie | -fin^e our fathers, whd pref- 
ceded us, are no more ; (itice env children ihati n<A fucceed 
-lis ; for the non-entity In which we nvuft one day behas'no 
<;imfe<iuence; 'fin^e the ifac#edfociety of marriige is only 
a t>futal union, from-WHtch, by a (Ir^nge and fortuitoos 
concurrence, proceed^ beingis who refemble- us, but wfap 
lw^e4iothiflg in commi^f-wiiiitti but their non-emity* ' 

•What'mdttf flail ladd^ If »H dies with us, domeftic 
annals,: atM the train 'of dtir anceftors, afexHily a coiiedioti 
of ehimeiras ;- 'fmce we hav^ no - foretathen, wid iiidl tiavb 
no defeeiidaintsr 'anxtett^ -for' a natne ' and poSerity are 
therefore ridiealotf»';vtte honours we render to die mem* 
.'inoryof iiluitrious menyaicbildifli error, fince it isafofiird 
to honour what has no exigence ; the facred refpeA we pay 
to the habitations of the dead, a vulgar illufion ; the aihes 
of ottf fathe«W'ati4 fri^i, ia trtle duft which we fliould 
caft to the whids« as begging to no perfon t the ia(| 
wiflie* of the dying, fo facred amongft even the moft bar- 
barous nktiohs, the kft foutid of a machine %vhich cram- 
bles in pieces ; and, to comprife all in a word, if all die 
with us, the laws are then a foolifli fubje^ion ; kings and 
f ule» phantoms, whom the imbecility of the people has 
exalted ; juftice, and ufurpation on the liberties of men ; 
the law of marria^ea vain fcruple; modefty, a prejudice; 
fctonourand probity^ chimeras; inccfls, parricides, and the 

blackell 



h^ckeft. yil^ies, paftimes .of :ii9(are, an4')C|9l&ieS; wl^Ml 
the policy of. legiflator^ has invented. 

. Behold, tQ; vfk^ the fublime philofpphy of the fnee- 

thinker. aino.iint&; behold, that ijorce, of argument, that 

reafon, and that wifdoin,; which they are cont^hMaUy vaunt*- 

mg to u$. Agtee to their > fsa^ciio^, and the . eritirc uuk 

.verfe Cnks baic^k to a^ifr^ghtfttl chaos; all isrovecv 

turned on the,J^ar|b;!. all ideat ot'.virtjue and vicea^-crrevcrfc- 

•ed, and the mod inviolablef Iatv(3 of fociety vanilh ; the in- 

ftitution of morals. peri(he9;;:>lbeigOTeniniien| of.ftiU^jS and 

;em^ire8 is. without dircftidn,!? allharmpny iorthe .bo4yt 

^polittc' falls. ' The buDaiaa ipecies is only an,ikfl6mblage<)f 

fools, barbarians, VQluptuaries,.inadii3Len^and vilUsoa, who 

own no law but force ; no other check than their pa{fii>ns« 

and tfbfe t^or <)f authority Vno:i)th^ribond than, iib^ety 

• and bdependence; and nQ. other God ' thav ijithemfelvef,^ 

•ficholdithe wojrld.af-tbe:fiftetbitikec.7 andifif; tbi« hideous 

plan of a republic pleafes y.oii, ; aonftiftute^ liT you 'can» .^ 

fociety 6f thefe monflers* . ; Th^ ixiAy-, thing, which remains 

hTix$ to fay, is, that youiar^lfuJlyitiu^iiied.tO.icfccupy a 

•place in. it,"" : ;: '*-•■ , • "• .•'■^:-^ • •; •* '. '::■:■• «; 

J •n< i • It .. . . . ■ 

How worthy then, or.map, to. look ibcward to an eter- 
nal deftiiiy ; to regulate his {giaitfiers hy the law ; and to 
live, as having oneyilay tq renderla^ciDQunt of his Ji&ion!s be- 
fore Him, who Ihall weigfi us all in the baUniC?^ ! • ' 

The uncertainty of thci. believer isthcnT^fpici^sinits 
principle, foolifh in its proofs, aad horrible in* its cobff- 
quences. But after having (hewn you, rthat nothing can be 
more repugnant to found reafon, than the doubt which te 
entertains of a future fiate, let us tompletely confound his 
pretexts, and prove, that nothing is more oppofitc to the 

con- 
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l%a of a wife God, and to the opinion of. his own con< 
icience/ 



vPart II. It is no doubt aftonifliing, that the freethinker 
fliould feek, even in the greatnefs of God, a flielter to his 
crimes; and that, finding nothing within himfcif tojuftifjr 
t^e horrors of his foul, he can expe3: to find; in th^ awfut 
Mqefty of the Supreme Being, an indulgence, which he' 
cannot find even in the corruption of his own heart. 

Indeed, fays the unbeliever, Is it worthy the great nefsoi 
God, to pay attention towhatpaiTes among men; to calcn- 
hlte their virtues or vices; to ftpdy even their thoughts, 
and then* 'trifling and endlefs defires ? Men, worms oE 
the earth, who fink into nothing before the Majefty of biff 
looks, are they worthy his attentive infpeaion ? And is 
it not degrading a God, whom we arc taught to believe fa 
great, to give to him an employment, by which even man 
•would be diQionoured? 

f But," before I miake you fenfible of the whole abfurdity of 
this blafphemy,' I beg you will obfervc, that it is the free- 
thinker himfclf who thus degrades the Majefty of God, 
and brings him to a level with man. For, has the Al- 
mighty occafion narrowly to obferVe men, in order to 
know every thought and deed ? Are cares and attentions ne- 
,ceffary for Him, to fee what pafles on the earth ? Is it not 
in Him, that we are, that we live, that we aft ? And ca» 
'wefliun his looks, or can he even avert them from our 
'trmes ? What folly, then, in the freethinker, to fuppofe, 
that it requires care and obfervation fi*om the Divinity, if 
he wiflies to remark what pafles on the earth ! His only em- 
ployment is to know and enjoy himfelf. 
Vol. I. F f This 
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Thi^fefiellioti admitted: I anftter^ ih tbe flrft plate, If 
it become the greatnefs of God to leave good and evil willu 
out puniihment or reward, it is then equally indifierent, 
whether we he juB, fincere^ friehdl^ and chantabfet or 
croel, deceitful, perfidious and unnatural: God donfe* 
^uently do^ not love virrtue^ modeftjri i%3itude» religion, 
ihore than debauchery, perjiu-y, itopiety, and vilkiny p 
fifice the juft and the impious, the pure atld the impure, 
fliall experience the falne lot, and an eternal abaihilation 
equally awaits them all in the grave. 

What do I fay ? God even feems to declare in favothr of 
the impious here againft the jafi. He exalts him like tfai 
cedar of Lebanon ; loads him with riches and Etotouirs 9 
gratifies his dcfires, and ai&fls his projeEls ; for the impious 
are in general the pit)fperous on the earths On the contra* 
ry, He feems to negle3 the upright man ; He humbles^ 
afflifis, and delivers him up to the falfity and power of his 
enemies; for difgrace and afflidioil are the commob por* 
tion of the good below. What a moniler of a Supreme 
Being, if all muft finifii wilh nian, and if neither mifeiries 
nor rewards, except thofe in this Itfet »re to be cxpcA^d ! If 
He, then, the prote£lor of adulteries, profasiations and 
the tnoft (hocking crimet, th(e p^rfecutor 6l innoceikcev 
modefty, piety, and alt the pureil virtues ? Are his favour* 
the price of guilt, and his puhifimients the recocnpeafe ql 
virtue ? What a God ot darknefs , iDabecility^ conlufibii^ 
and iniquity, does the freethinker form to himfelt ! 

What, tay brethren t It would become His gteatnefs to 
leave the world he has created, in a general confufion; to 
fee the wicked almoft always prevail ovtr the upright ; ibb 
innocent crulhed by the ufurper ; the father, the viBsm o* 
an ambitious and unnatural fon ? From the height ot his 

greatnefs. 
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Insatoel^ Qtd woaid ni^iift bimfelf with Uiefe horribk 
tnuaf^fitooi, yfithfivti aa^ interefi in tbeir ^ommiffion ? B0* 
e«ttfe He is gre^t, he fiiould be either weak, unj<?ft, ^ 
cmel ? Qccauffi nouffn 9re infignificjuu, they (hpujd fa»ve the 
privilege of being diiToIutft without guiUt or virtuous with«> 
out merit ? 

IQ God I If Atcb be tjie clm^B^r o{ thy Siipi^eme Be<* 
iog^ It jt be Thee who|ii wc 9dpre«, under fiich (hocking 
ideas* I know Thee n0 more, ih^» ae oy be^yeoly Father* 
mjf proftefipr, tjke cDnfoler of my bxftrinf^^ ihe fu^fx^t ^ 
my^weaknefs, and the rewiard^ of nay fideJiiyP Thou arl 
. Cbe^ onjy aaindidiQat and capricioas tymtu, whp facrifipeft 
aU men to ihy v^ie pnde, and haft dr^wo ih^m from 00^ 
thing* Wy to ierveae thp fpart of thy kifune or caprice I 

F<ir, laftly, If ihene be no ftiiure ftjite, what defig^ wor^ 
thy of his wifdom, could God have propofed, in creating 
fftatii? What.i;! fdrmipg thetp, He h^i M other view, 
liban ia fofiuing ^i b^A? Ma», that h^ing fo aoble, wb^ 
il PUpabie pi liH^JJi fiiMime.^hiovghta, fpic^h vpftjje{ir/es, and 
(«)Cb|;ra«dieiHiioeat6t; fufjo^fxi^^oi Iwp^hvuh. andjitTp 
\kp\. Man* of «!} <fe^nrfs,.aft>Be wwhy of ja grcjatdeftj^ 
PAti0O4 tbat of kufl^wing aad Jpvi/ig the Author of hh be* 
iiig I tiM- f^ Ihovld b^ maci^ ^y for the earth/ to paff 
a fmall portion of days, like the beafl, in trifling e^iploy* 
ments, or fenfual gratifications ; he ibould fulfil his purpofe, 
by arQing fo rifibleand fp piti^le a part; ^d afterwards, 
iboiM (iflk back-tpnpn-entttyr without any other uk hav* 
iog be^n made pf th^it vaft mmi, aad e^vat^d heart, 
which, the Autho^ •! his being ba4 given hi^i ? P Gpd j 
where would here be thy wifdom, to have made fo grand a 
wprk« fpr the duration oaly pf a moment; to havie exhibi* 
t^ Uksn pppn the earth,, only aa the playful eflay3 of thy 

power ;, 
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power ; or to amufe thy leifure, by a varittjr of fliewj f 
Tlie Deity of the freethinker, is not grand^ therefore, hut 
bec»ife he is ^ more unjuft, capricious, and defpic^le 
than men? Purfue tb^fe, rcfleftions, andfupport, if you 
can, all the extravagance of their folly. ;, 

How, worthy, then, of God, my brethren, to watcb 
over the univerfe ; to condu£lman^ whom he has created^-by 
the law* of juftice, truth, charity, and innocence; to^inake 
virtue and reafon the bond of union, and ^he found^ipa 
of human fociety ! How worthy of God, to love in hisK 
creatures, thofe virtues which rend^ himfelf amiable; to 
hate the vices, which disfigure in them his ims^e ; Bot to 
confound for ever, the juft with the impious; to render 
happy, with himfelf, thofe fouls, who have lived onJiy for 
him ; and to deliver up to their own mifery, thofe who be- 
lieved they hs^d found^a happinefs independent of him \ 

Behold the God of the Chriftians ; behold, that wife, juft, 
and Holy Deity, whom we adore ; and the advantage we 
have, over the freethinker is', that ours is the God of cinin<k 
Bocent and pure heart ; the God, whom all creatures mani^ 
feft to us ; whom at 1 ages have invoked ; whom the fages, 
even of Paganifm, have acknowledged; and of whom, 
nature has deeply engraven the idea on the very foundation 
of our being ! 

' But, fince God is fo juft, ought he to punilh as crimes, 
incliaations for pleafure, born with us ; nay, which he 
alone has given -us ? -Laft blafphemy of impiety, and laft 
part oi this Difcourfe : I (hall abridge it, and conclude. 

But, in the firft place. Be whom you may^ who hold 
this abfurd langtiage, if you pretend to juftify nil your ac- 
tions/ 
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ttoits, by the inclinations whkh induce you to them; if,, 
whaieyer we wtfli, become legitimate ; if out defires 
ought to be the only regulation of our duties ; on thar 
principiei you have only to regard wit^ an esivious eye*! 
the fortune of your brother, to acquire a right to defpoit 
him of it ; his wife, with a corrupted heart, to be authorif- 
ed to violate the fanfiity of the nuptial bed, in oppbfiiion 
to the moft facred rights of fociety and nature. Ygu have 
only to fufped, or diflike an opponent, to become entitled 
to deftroy him ; 'to bear, with impatience,. the authority of 
a father, or the feverity of a mailer ; to imbrue your hands 
in their blood: In a word, you have only to bear within 
you the impreflions of every vice, tO; be permitted the 
gratification of all ; and as each finds the fatal feeds in 
himfelf, none would be exempted from this horrible privi* 
lege. It is necelTary, therefore, that man condufl himfelf 
by other laws than his inclinations, and another rule than 
his defires. 

Evei^ the Pagan ages acknowledged the necefiity of a 
philofophy, thiit is to (ay, of a light fuperior to the fenfes, 
which regobtted their pra£lice, and make reafon a check 
to ihs human paffions. 

Nature alone led them to this truth ; and taught them, 
that blifid inftinfl ought not to be the fole guide of the ac^ 
tions of men : This infiin£l, therefore, either is not the 
original inlHtution of nature, or it muft be a corruption 
of it ; fince all the laws, ever framed on the earth, have 
avowedly been made to refirain it ; that all thofe, who, in 
every age, have borne :the charafier of wife and virtuous, 
have rejeCled its impreflions ; that, amongft all nations, 
thofe infamous individuals, who yielded themfelves up, 
without referve or Ihame, to Inruul fenfuality, have been 

always 



sSslra^t^idein^ u id^onlter^; and the 4ifgrafe: of^hmoih 
QHy; and the msixiitt mce ea»blift«<), that our incU^^lkHH 
and <k6i^s canboi be confidared as crimes^ focktycan ao 
longer eziil ; men nuift feparate to ba ie iafe||r» iptlft btti^ 
tfcemfdvflt in tbc fordb^ and live foUutf^ Ukie tbe beaia* 

' Befides, kt us renddr juftice io men,' or ratber totbo, 
Att&or, vho has formed ua. If we find wkMn us useliiia^ 

j tiohfi to vice and yqlupttioufo^, do ^e iiotaJCo fitid fe^ti-f 
idsents of virtue, snodeAy, and innocence. If tbe lav^ oC 
dberaembersdragu&'lowardtibepieafnresof tbe&afes* da 
we not aUb bear, written in vOurbo»its, another law^ whioh 
iBcals Of to cbaAity and temperance ? Noiv, ^wiici tkefe 

^ two tendencies, wby does <fae Ireetfainjcer de«:ide« that tbo 
iociinsaion wliich iKipels as towards the fisnfeais mpfi q<hi«» 
icarm^le to tbe natnre of man. ? Is it^ from iieing^ie rnH 
violent ? But its violenise alonei is a prooi pi. its difolrder i 
and whatever comes from nature ought to be m<l€eililpdcK 
rate. Is it, from being the ftrongell ? But there are juil 
and be^eving fouls, in tHicim itis4dwaysiub|e4S tojne^n. 
Is it, from being more agreeable, ? But « fi«i«,prtM>f» thai 
dns pleafare is not made to render man ha^pfy^Mj ibit dtf« 
guft immediately follows it; andlikewifet ihat.toib4p^d» 
virtue has a thoufand times more charms than vice. LaiUy» 
is it, fiom being more wortjiy pf tnHn ? Yow^dane notjfay 
ib, fince it is through it that be confounds himJGelt with t3m 
beaft. Why then do you dqcjide in favour oi th^ fenfes* 
againft reafon ; and infift, that it is more conformable to 
man, to live like the beafi, than to be a ne^fonable beif^g ? 

LaAIy, were all men corrupted ; and> like tbe antqiaia 
not gifted with reafon, did they blindly yield t^mfel ves iif 
to [their brutal inftinfi, and tp tb^ empire of the fenfes 
and pal&ons ; you theH, perhaps* migl^' have reifofli to 

fay. 
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hf, tbat theft are tnoliniitions infeparable From naturr, 
and» in ekarfiple, fiiid ^ fort of ejfcufe for your exceffei. 
But look around you : Do you no longer fijid any uprig^ 1 
dbara&ers on the earlh 7 There is no qne&iofi here oi thofe 
Tain difdottries you fo frequeotty hold agaiBJl {>iety, aad ] 
6i which you feel yourfel vts the injuftice : $peak candidly, , 
and render glory to the truth. Are there po fcnger chiifie. 
faithful, and righteoul fouls, vho live in the fear.>«{ the 
Lord, andin theobfervance of hia holy Uw ? 

Whence comes it, then, that y<>ii have not the ftme em* , 
pifeoVer your j^ffions enjoyed by thefe jufi'men? Ha^ 
they tiot iiiherited from Nalure the fameinclitiatioQi?, Do 
the obje£l6 of the paffions not iawaken^ in their heart«» tiici 
fittne fenfationfi as in ydars ? Do ihey not be^ \vithin theoi 
the foiirces of the fame trouUea ? Wbit have the jufti Al* 
jlerior to you^ but that conunand oyer themfelvea, and fidelt«> 
ty, of which you ire deftitut^ ? 

O man } Thou imputeft to God a weakneft, which is the 
work of thine own diforders ! Thou accufeft the Authoc 
of Nature oi the irregularities of thy will ; it is not enough 
t)0 offend hiin, thou wifiieft toiiak^ htmrefpoiiIiUe for thy 
deeds ; and pretendeft, tbat the. ifuit of thy crimes bc-> 
comes the titlfe of thine innocence { Wtihwhak chimeras ia 
A corrupted heart not capable of feeding its deliifon^ in or« 
der to juftify to itfi^If thefliame and infamy of its vices I 

God is then juft, my brethreil» when he puntAeth the 
tranfgreffioosof his law. And let not the freethinker here 
fay to himfelf, that the recompenfe of the juft (hall theft be 
refurreflion to eternal life ; and the punifhment of the fin- 
ner, theevcfiaftingannihilaftiohof his foui: for behold the 
Jaft tefouf ce of impiety. 
^ "■ ' Bat 
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But, what pumdiment would it be to the freethinker to 
cxift no more ? He wiihes th^t annihilation ; he looks for- 
ward to it, as his fweeteft hope : Amidft his pleafures, he 
lives tranquil, only in that expeflation. What! Thejuft 
God would punifli a finner, by according him a deftiny la- 
the fumoiit of his wiihes. Ah ! It is not thus that God 
punifheth. For; what would the freethinker find To (hock* 
ing inareturntonon-entity ? Would it be, in the depriva- 
tion of his God? But he loves him not; he knows him 
not ; he defires no communication with him : for his only 
God is himfelf. Would it be, to exift no more? But 
what could be more defirable to a monfter, who knows, 
that, beyond the term of his crimes, he cannot live but in 
fufferance, artd in the expiation of' the horrors of ah infa- 
mous life ? Would it be, by having for ever loft the worldly 
pleafures he enjoyed, and the diflFerent objefts ot his paf- 
fions ? But when he exifts no more, the love of thefe muft 
equally be extinguifhed. A more defirable fate cannot 
therefore be pointed out to th» freetl;iinker. It indeed% 
would be the happy conclufion of all bis excefi!es, horrors, 
andblafphemies. 

No, my brethren ! The hopes of the freethinker, but 
not his crimes, ihall perilh : his torments fhall be as eter- 
nal as his debaucheries would have been, had he beenmaf- 
ter of his own defiiny. He would willingly have eternized 
himfelf on the earth, in the, praftice of every fenfual vice. 
Death has bounded his crimes, but has not limited his crimi- 
nal defires. Thejuft and upright Judge, who fathoms the 
heart, will therefore proportion the punifliment to the 
guih. 

What are we to conclude from this Difcourfe ? That the 
freethinker is to be pitied, for grounding the only confola- 

tioa 
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tkm 6f hk future d^mydn «fate uncettaint^r 0^ she itruihs of 
the gofpel : That «he is to .be pitwd, becaufe his only tran>. 
^uitiity muft'be, in living without faiih, woHhip, confi- 
flenee, 'or Ooi: Becwife, ^the otilyAope be cjan indulge, 
is, that the gofpel is a faMe ; ^ thebeltef o{ M ages, a child- 
ilh credulity ; the univerf^l opinion of men, a popi^r er- 
ror; the firft principles of nature and re?fon, preju- 
tfces ef education ; flie bipod of fornany finaityrs, wTibm 
the hopes of a future ftatefiappprted un^er *H tl^eir ifuffer- 
ings and tortures, a mere talc, concerted to deceive man- 
kind ; the converfion of the world, a human enterprife ; 
and the accomplifliment of the prophecies, a mere ftroke of 
chance^ In a word, that every thing, the beft eftablifhed, 
arid the mod confident with truth and reafon in the world, 
muft all be falfe, to accomplifli the only happinels he can 
proraife himfelf, and to fave him from eternal raifery. 

O man ! I will point out to thee a much fiirer way to render 
ihyfelt tranquil, and to enjoy the fweets of eternal^ peace. 
Dread that futurity thou force ft thy felf to difbelieve. Quef- 
tion us no more, what they do in that other world, of 
which we tell thee ; but a(kthyfelf, without ceaCng, what 
thou art doing in this ; quiet thy confcience, by the inno- 
<:ency of thy life, and not by the impiety of thy unbelief : 
Give repofc to thy heart, by calling upon God, and not by 
doubting that he pays attention to thee : The peace of the 
unbeliever is defpair. Seek, then, thy happinefs, not by 
freeing thyfelt from the yoke of faith, but by tafting* how 
fweet and agreeable it is. Follow the maxims it prefcribes 
to thee, and thy reafon will no longer refufe fubmiffion to 
the myfteries it commands thee to believe. A future ftate 
will ceafe to appear incredible to thee from the moment 
thou ceafeft to live like thofe who centre all their happinefs 
in the fleeting moments of this life. Then, far from dread- 
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ing a futurity, thy wiflies will anticipate it. Thou wik 
(igh for the arrival of that happy day, when the Son of 
'Man, the Father of all future ages, ihall come to punifli the 
.unbelieving, and to condu6l thpe to his : kingdom, along 
with thofe who have lived on theeaith,^ in the expectation 
and hope of a blefled imnoortality 

That you, my brethren, may be partakers of this eter« 
nal felicity, is my fervent prayer. Amen. 
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SERMON' IX. 

ON DEATH. 

LuKS vii. 12. 

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city^ behold 
there was a dead man carried out^ the only Jon of his 
mother^ andjhe was a widow. 

VV AS death ever accompanied with more affe£ling cir- 
cumftances ? It is an only fon, fole fucceflbr to the name, 
titles, and fortune of his anceftors, whom death fnatches 
from an affli6led mother and widow ; he is raviihed front 
her in the flower of age, and almofi at his entry into 
iife ; at a period when happily paft the dangers of infancy, 
and attained to that firft degree of flrengthand reafon, which 
commences man, he feemed leaft expofed to the fiiafts of 
death, and at laft allowed maternal tendernefs to breathe 
from the fears which accompany the uncertain progreTs of 
education^ The citizens run in ctowds, to mingle their 
tears with thofe of the difconfolate mother; they aflidu^ 
oufly feek to teflSen her grief, by the confolatioa of thofe 
vague and common-place di{courfes, to Which profoun4 
forrow little attends ; with her they furround the mournful 
bier ; and they deck the obfequies with their mourning and 
prefence ; the train of this funeral pomp, to them, is a 
(how ; but i$ it an infiruQion ? They are ftruck and aiTcded^ 

but 
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but arc they from it lefs attached to life ? And will not the 
remembrance of this death perifh^ in their minds, with the 
noife and decorations of the funeral t 

To fimilar cxainples, \^e fevdrjr dft)r&ring the fame dif- 
pofitions. The feelings which an unexpe3ed death awa- 
Jkens in our hearts, alt the f^eUngs of a day, as though 
death itfelf ought to be the concern of a day. We exhauff 
ourfelves in-'t^ain rdh^fmnsr on thr mamttmscy of human 
things ; but the objefi which ftnick us, once out of fight, 
the heart become tranqirit &vi(f Melf the fame. Our pro*- 
je6lsy our cares, our attachments to the world, are not lefs 
lively, than if we w^stt labbtirihg forettrnal* ^^; and'4t 
our departure from a meDmcfaoiy fpe6Eactis^ whene we have 
fometimes feen birth, youtii, titles^ aodfaioev wither in 
a moment, and for ever buried' in the grave^ we re* 
turn to the i^rld more occupied wkhv and intoi«' e^r 
than ev'er, afperall thoie vain objeEks^, of whikh! we fb lateljr 
Bad feen with ot)r eyes^ and ahnoft fdt wick bar banHt^ 
the infigniflcancy and meacmefs^ 

* t ■ 

Let us at prefent examine the reafoiiftof fo ifeplen^k ir 
iniihrke. Whence coities it, that men Teie&: fo Kttle upon 
deatH ; and that the thoughts of it makefucfa tramfitoirfine* 
pre0ions ? It is this : The uncertaifity of death amufes osv 
and removes from our mihd its rcfmembrance ; The ce rain* 
€y of death appals, and forces us to turn our eyes. &Dm the 
gloomy piClute : The uncertainty of it, lufls and enconra^ 
gesus; whatever is awful and certaah, with regard to it» 
makes us dread thethbughts of it. Now, I wMh M ptefent 
to combat the dangerous fectirity ol the firft, and the im- 
proper dread oi the others^ Death is uncertain ; You ars 
therefore imprudent not to be occupied withihe thoughts of 
it» but to allow it tofurprife yoa : Death is ctfrtain : Yoa 

then 



tHavatt^fiaoifA to dinffdite tbougbis of j|«. ktii it otfght 
i»tor to. be out 0f Ijroiii; fight : :tbi<i]t. uppn de^bi^ biec2|ure 
yasL kdamr'noi the hoiirit will artive: Thiokjupoi> dcatb^ 
becaufe il miift.acrive* This iii the fubje£l 6f the prefeitt 
difebosrfe. '. 

ParT^ I. — ^The firft ftep which man makes in life, is like- 
mSc thefirft towardatfae gravb : From the momeoi his eyes 
open no die Hgbit« the fentence of death is. pronounced 
againft faint; and^ as tbovgh it w«re a crime t# live* it i$ 
Aifficiait thait lie lives^ to make hiifi defervi^g of deaths 
That' was- not oor fiirJft deftiny : Tb« Atithor of our being 
liad at firftanimatedour clajr with a bnfflth of immortality : 
He^ had placed in. us . a feed of Ufe» wliicb tb« xevolutiofi of 
neicfaev years nottime could hav« weaksnedor extingutihedb 
Mm work was fo pecfe£k^ that it might bave defied the dura* 
ticm of ages^ while nothing external colild have didblved, 
<ir etren injured it&harmoh]^* Sin alone withered thi^ di" 
mn» fecrdt oveiturhed this Ueffied order, and armed aU 
cieafte^ beii^^ a^inft man : And Adam, became mortal^ 
the nioiiiien£ &&became^ finner : ^^ By fin/' laid the ApoT^ 
tk» ** did(de4th enter into the wodd." 

/. From OUT birth, therefore,, we all bear it vnthm. ur^ U 
afpeitrs, thaiy in our motbei '^r wosnb we have fucked in a 
flow^ p0ffon, widh which we come intso the laorld ; which 
makes us langnifh on this eaitfa, foine a Icoiger, odiers a 
Bione limited period, but which always terminates in death : 
We die eveiy disy ; evory nxmient deprives us of a :por* 
tkm of life, and advances ds a flep towards the grave : The 
body pinei« heakh deoiy^» and every thing which fur:. 
Kiunds, affiib to deftroy us; food comq>is, medicines 
weaken ia.; the fpiriiual fire, which internally animates, 
<^onfames us ; and our whole life is only a long and painful 
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licknefs. Vfow, in this fituation, what imdge%€Rij^.toibe 
fo familiar to man as death ^ A criminal condemnedito^difii . 
whichever way he cafts his eyes, what can he fee but this 
snelancholy objeA ? And does the longer or fliorter period 
we have to live make a fufBcient difference*, to eti^tle u» 
CO think ourfelves immortal on this earth ? 

^ It is true, that the meafure of our lots is not,,aliikc r ^ 
Some, in peace, fee their days grow upon them to tbejnoft 
advanced age, and the inberitoxs ot the bkifiiags of the 
primeval age, expire full of years, in the midft of a aUmeF'^' 
ous pofterity ; others, arretted in the middle of tfaeir courfe^ 
fee, like king Hezekiah, the gates of the grave open, fotr 
them, while yet in their prime ; and like him, ** feek in 
" vain for therefidue of their years:" There are fpmewho 
only ihew themfelves as it were on the earth ; who.finiih' 
their courfe with the day, and who, like the' flowers of th^- 
field, leave fcarcely an interval betwixt the inftant which 
views them in their bloom, and that which fees them willw : 
cied and cut off. ^ The fatal moment marked for each is a 
fecret written in the book of life, which the Lamb ot God 
alone has a right to open. We all live, then, luiceitain of. 
the duration of our life ; and this uncertainty, of itfelf fo 
fit to render us watchful of our laft hour, even lulls. our 
Tigilance. We never think on death, becaufe wjb know 
not exaftly in what age of life to place it : We even re- 
gard not old age as the term, at leaft fure and inevitable : 
The doubt of ever reaching that period, which furdy 
ought to fix and limit our hopes to this.fide of decrepitude, 
ferves only to make us ftretch them beyond it. Unable to 
fettle itfelf on any thing certain, our dread becomes a vague 
and confufed feeling, which fixes on nothing; in fp much • 
that the uncertainty, which ought only to dwell on the 
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^]esigth»or brevity of ity^ivndenus trsmquiloQ purexifiencc 
hMf. 

:>* Naw^ I by, in the firft place* that of alKdifppfitions^ 

tfais is tberaOad): and moft imprudent : I appeal to youfelves 

-for this truth. Is anrea^il which may take pla<;e ^very day» 

•to be more difregarded^ than Another which threatens yoi|i 

•only at the expiratioa of: a. number oi years ? What ! he- 

•caufe your foul may every' moment be recalled, you would 

tranquilly live as though you were never to lofe it? Be- 

*€aufe the dangeris always prefont, circumfpeflion becomes 

-IdTs neceiTary ? But in what' other liiuation or circumftance 

•of life, except that of our eternal falvation, does uncer- 

ttinfcy become an excufe for fecurity and neglcft ? Does 

!the condu£k of that fervant in the gofpel, who under prer 

tence that his mafter delayed to return, and that he knew 

'not the hourwhen he fhould arrive, applied his property to 

hisownpurpofes, as if heneVerwere to render account of 

it, appear to you a prudent difcharg^ of his. duty ? Wh^ 

other motives has Jefus Chrift made ufe of, to exhort us 

to inceflant watching ? and, What in religion is more 

proper to awake our vigilance, than the uncertainty of this 

lallday? 

• Ah, my brethren ! were the hour unalterably marked for 
'esK:h of ufr ; were the kingdom of God^ like the ftars, to come 
-at a khown and fixed revolution ; at our birth, were our por- 
tions written on our foreheads ; the number of our years, 
and the fatal day which fliall terminate them ^ that fi^ed and 
certain objeft, however diftant, would inceffantly employ 
our thoughts, would agitate, and deprive us of every tran- 
quil moment ; we would always regard the interval before 
astoo ihort; that objefl:, in fpite of us, always prefent to 
«ur mind, would difgull us with every thing ; would ren- 

d«r 
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-der every pl^Ai«^ IttSpid, tonmnt liiAiiemit, ^acd ^}e 
whok world tirefome and a burden : That terrible momeaty 
which wje would no more lofe fight of, would reprefs our 
^afBons^ exiinguiih^our.aniino&ties, ^farm jcGvingCf xsalfn 
the revolts of tiie flefb, and mingle kfelf in all AttrfiQben»es.; 
•and our Kie, 4hus limiied to a certain. number of idayi, fix- 
^ and known^ would beonty a preparation for thatjaft mo- 
• inent. Ate we ii^ our ieiifes,:.my btetfaxc;!! ? J3eath fecn 
"at a diftance, at a fure andnfrxed point, *would fill us .with 
dread, detach us from the world and ourfelves, oail/us iio 
Ood, and incefiantly occupy our l^ougbts ; andthisTaaie 
deathy uncertain, Which may happen erery day, ^ever^r in- 
Ibnt ; this fame death, which mull furprife us when tee 
)eaft expe6l it ; ' wfiich is perhaps at the gate, engages not 
^ur attention, iind leaves us tranquil: What do I fay*! 
leaves us all oiir paffions, our criminal attachments, our 
ardour for the world, pleafures» and fortune ; and becaufis 
it is not certain that we fliall die to day, we live as if we 
were to live for ever. 

Obferve, my brethren, that this uncertainty is inieffoft 
accompanied with all the circumfi^nces moil Gapableofia- 
larming, or at leaft of engaging the attention of k phident 
man, who makes any ufe of his reafon. In the firil place, 
the furprife of that lajlday you have to dread, isvnot one of 
thofe rare and fingular accidents, which be&l ;only foaae 
unfortunate wretches, and which it is more prudent to dis- 
regard than to forefee. In order to be furprifcd by death, 
the quefiion at prefent is not, that the thunder :Qiould^faU 
upon your heads, that you fliould be buried under the ruins 
of your palaces, that you fhould be fwallowed up by the 
waves, nor many other accidents, whofe Angularity renders 
them more terrible, though lefs dreaded; it is a commoa 
evil ; not a diy pafFes without furnifiiibg fome examplea; 
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almoll atl inffi am fbrpriM by doeadi j all fer k approach, 
white tliey teiiev^ii yet at a 4iftarace ; all fey tothemfelvesi 
!ik^ th« fooMQi miA in ibe^^dfjpeU «• Why 'flkmld I be 
^tafraid $ I have makiy yearfr yet to come ?'* Ifttbis manaer 
haye y^u kett d^4rt| ydur te^pm/ f#icD4s, aad almoft 
afl^thore whofa death you bav^ wHoefledj eteryirtftance ' 
ffir^ifed yoil; you exppBitd h not f<> foon ;^abd you en^ 
deawuredt to account for i< by huibaH iielfoM ; fuobasthe- 
iftrpMid^ftc* of the patteiit, or the want of fvopet advice 
2LXiA ihedkkies ; but the only and true reafon i8« that ihe 
bouf of the Lord a^way^ tak^s us'by fur^rtfeV 

Tbl< earth i8^ Kkc a v^ti field of battle, wtif^re we are eve- 
ry day engaged with the enemy ; you have happily efcaped 
td*cbiy ; buf^ you hiive witneiled > die Ml of many, who 
like yeu^ expefi^ lK> furvive; t$-Hiorrow you again muft 
' enter the lill& > and who ha^ told ybd thsrt fortune, fo ea* 
pricioii« with regard to others, to you albne will continue 
fatourabie ? And fince you at laft muft* periih there, are' 
you prodmtin boilditig a fixed and permanent babkation, 
on the vety fpot, perhaps, intended for your tomb ? Place 
yourfelves ia toy poffible fitu^ioxi, there is not a moment 
but may be your laft-, and has aAually been fo to Tome 
of your brethren; no briHianl? aSibn,* but* mAy* terminate- 
in the eternal (hades 6f the grave ; and Herod* is ftruck in ' 
the ibidft of the fervtle and foollfii applaufes of his people : 
No day fet apart for the fcdemn diFplay of worldly magnifi- 
cence, but may conclude with your funeral pomp; and 
Jezebel was precipitated the very^ day (he had chofen to 
fliowherfelf in her greateft pride and o dentation, from the 
windows of her palace : No feftiva), but may be the feaft 
of death ; and Belihazar expired in the midft of a futnptu- 
ous banqu^ No repofe, but may conduct you to an 
everlaftingfleept amVHolofcrnes, in the heart of hisanhy, 
Vot. I. ' H h and 
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and cooqueiior of fo. oiaDy kii^doms and provinces; fdl 
under tbejboke.of a .iiniple Jewi& woman.: No difeafe^- 
hut may be the fatj^l term of your QQurCe; and every day 
you {f» tbe flighteft cMnplaints decieve theopuiion$ of th^ 
moft Ikilful, and the expeda^ions of the patient, aRd.al:.' 
moft iu an inftai^t take tbe turn of death : In a word« .fi^ . 
gure youifelves in any poiCble Aage or fiation^of life, an4 * 
with diftcvJ^y can you number tbofe who have been fur^. 
prifed in a fimiiar fituation ; and what right have you tq 
e^pe&y that yoii.e^ojie ibj^h be exempted from a lot cpiu? 
mon to all ? You allow, you confefs tl^s ; but thefe con- 
fel&ons are merely words of courfe, and are never follow- 
ed by a fingle pr^cautiout to.fecurji; you from' the. danger. 

a^ly^ Did this uncertainty turn only on the, hpi;(r,^th^.' 
place, or the maqQer of your dealtb, it ;wQ,uId appear lefs 
r ibpcking : for,, after all* fays a HiAy Fatber« wh^t matterf, 
it to a Chriftian, whether be ihall expire .in tJ^Q midfl of \^ 
Gonnef^ions, or in the country of ftrangers ; in the^bed of 
fprrow, or the abyfs of, the waves ; prpvided be dies in 
pie^y and rigbteoufnefs ? But what renders, this terrible, iSm 
t}\e uncertainty, whether you ihall die in the L^ord, or in 
fin; that you ihall know not wliat will be your lot in that 
other regioi^, where condition^, chaise no more ; into 
whofe bands, at its departure from the body, your foul 
tremblings a firanger and alone, fiiall fall : whether it Ihall 
be furrounded with light, and carried to the foot x)f. the 
throne on tbe wings of blefled and happy fpirits, or enve- 
loped in darknefs, and caft headlong into tbe gulf: You 
hang betwixt thefe two eternities : You know not to 
^Yhich you fliall be attached : Death a)one will difclofe the 
fecretj and in this uncertainty, ypu remain tranquil, and 
indolently wait its approach, as though it were a matter of 
no importance to yQU, nor tp determine your eternal hap- 
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fimSi ot «iltoy ? Afit inji^ brtthirM. iimk k twk t/rne, 
cfait alttikls with usr^eiia^us mafl trouMftill b^iobfiih 
in ftyiiig, ^ Let us think ixk on ii«ath ; ^bii tis t» itid 
*' drink, for to-morrow we die ^^ IThc |Wrt* h* (ba«d life 
agreeable, the more reafon would he have to be afraid of 
^^th, irhii^Ii to biW wo0ki hovfifv^r W^lf a eefeioh ot 
extflcnce. But we, to whom faicfa o|«nf pity^p6^s of 
|>uiiilhtnent, or eternal rewards, beyoik die gmve;; iivfc 
i?ho muft reach the gates of d^th, ftill uncertain of Ah 
^eadful alternative, is there not a folly, What do I fay ? 
^a'i^dnefr (ifot td fib fmre in profeffingtbdfaii&iifciitt:of the 
impjbu«, *' Let'us eat and drink^^ for td*inpm>ilr we die)/^ 
ih living ai though we thougiit Hie Mm f Is it poiBble we 
can remain a^ liugle idlant unoccupied with diat decifive 
Inbmeni, and without aQaying, by the precautions df feith, 
-that trouble 4nd dread into which thii Uncertainty muft 
«aft, a foulv who has not yet renbuiiced hi» eternil hepes ? 

' 3!^(k* Infill other umceitainties, the mmber of th^fe 
who fflare the factie dalnger, may infptre us with Confidence ; 
•or iisfoilrcesi with' which we flaiier ourfelves;' may leave tw 
more trailq«iil ; W| evert at the wofA, the^ di^ippolmaiietlt 
•beconies a iefibn, which teatfhes us, to obr-tfoft^ to be mdre 
guarded in future : But, in the dreadful uncertainty in 
queftibn, the number of thofe Who run the" fame nflt 'tan 
dimini{h ncithing from our danfer ; Ml the r»feurc^s with 
■which iN^e may flatter ourfelves on the bed of death, ftfe, in 
genera), merely illufive ; and religion ttfelf; which forninibs 
ihem, dare'groundbut fmaftl b^pes dn^.ttom:: In a word, 
the tei^keMs irrentediable ( we die only once, aifd dur 
paft folly can no more ferve as a teflon' to guard us from 
future error* Our misfortune, indeed, opens our eyes^ 
biit diefenew lights, which diflipate our bltadnefsi become 
ufdefs, by the immutability of our fiate, and are rather a 
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^portiw Af ^itr;jHim&Qii9nt> tlfan wife feAcAioof: ,^^11 
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. Upon nh9iti. iben^ vmy^ jvAiSy^ ti^s fmo^9M4 sipili0F 
«omprelieRftbkiMglQ6of yoor.laftday* ia.wllfch.yottltV«? 

yettoiNiait'? . > : * -• . . r f^ .' 

Yoodt f .Bnntlks fon of >tlir vidow of Naim wi> pumgii 
Do^<bath.nefp6£kBges<)r rank? Youth! Bbt that ii«^ 
auftly wh4t makti mm'xxdaahie for yo«^ Hcention* ainM^i^ 
pleafores to txctt^ extiBv^nt paffiote, sonbittQii) der 
JBxea, ^tfae dangers t>f twari dittft far- Tcaoiim^ a9d4he:(0ii>^ 
lies o£ Tev«ge$ hJl nol daring the purftriC^ gntifictih 
tjofi of fome oae d£ ibefe .paAioAs, ihal the miyi0rity ijit " 
men fini& their career ? Ad(Hiias, but for bis debaucberieSr 
^gh tl haw livfiA to Hi good old «ge;| :AMilQmf but £i^ bis 
ambttk>n.{ithekiiigof Sacbem'^ fon, but for hts tore of . 
Ombrjtmatimni .had ^k>ry iiot: duga^igpav^ |^ himni 
likt iBNOuiiutas of: €fitboa») Youth.! ai^I ivis tb^* feafim 
of dangeis^ aud the^ip^kriqpon vi>i€h;)ifr g^neiaUy ipliu. 

Oofiemmfe^th^fVifOn wbatidOtyotfiowdifo^hapes.? 
Qa- the fti»r^h..af;yo(ir isonftitMtioft ? 3ut v^t i:8 tbebeft 
cftaUiQtfd'bisakh? ;Arfparkwhicb^hreatiifiiaUext«ng4i&^ 
A fiffgle day's Qtikttels is {iiffiekiit tor lay }ow4be. ijloA ro^ 
tetiL lexamiotinot after thia»..whietbe(r you do «<ot. eve* 
ftittf^.yQurfelvel 00 thispoifu:; If a body, exbatifted- Igr 
tbet inegtilaritiea of .yofuth, d$v not atsnouoice 10 yOM <i(W4i 
iitiod^.tbefentence Off dt^h^ ii habiiual infimiiues do.iM* 
lay open before youabe ga^es of the grave ; if difii^reoar 
ble iiKli^atioais do juH menage ychi with fome. fudti^R ilc^i:- 
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^dnili.'j5iri(h!)Piop:tor lengthen oill jrdur cbtys event^oiii 
ytorihi^e^y iA.Us1 mff bretbren^ can aity.'iieriod appear 
kngrtirktcU'inpftA^ iaft come to^an end ? Lookvbaek* anl 
fee Wihere how ate>your jroiitbtiil j'cari? \¥3ia£>tnaoisoi'foU4 
|o5)r dp :they leave io. j^oiuf xcmcmbraace ? Not. jrare than a 
vifiQ»^f'tl)eini||^t; }rbu^<lceaiptlidt y«u haVe lived* and 
IxSImU aBrth^ blek toyouof :its AiL that i^ervai, ehrpt. 
4fi»l^fK>si; yourrbirth lo the prefeitt^ay^ h like a rapid fiaAt^ 
vhefe pAilagi: the ey.(^$ lirfro^dweUii^tmv caa-iwith di£. 
ficulty/leez.iiad you begun to liv«, icvea .with the worU 
itfally cJbejpaH wotild ilpw appear to you neiliier.l6iiger nor 
^itot^l'eal^t aft!tb^.age8i!:elj^)fisd down to the |>i«fent dayv 
.you iijH>uId i^ok' upott as fugi(ive iaflatits ; all the natidxis 
wUeh ba^e: appeared and dilappeai^dron the eiorth.; ail the 
JEdroIiHioa^of cmfiiesaiidklagdomi ; ^itfaoCe grand events' 
^l^ich «lnbdliih^ur hiftoriil&^iO'yoaiwoiiIdbe oniyithe diE- 
loretit fceiies of, a fliow, twluda yo^.had feto concluded in 
a.Aa)^ RedoUe^ihe vt&briea,' tbe captuced 'cities^ the 
ghiri$n»ir€Bties^'<heai9gmficaace, the fplcndid fevo&tsof 
the firfty cans 4t ihii-reigii:; xfio^<A yo(t have, nctf only wit* 
fiefliewU .hpt. hate fliared^ia thietr danger and gbty ; dur a^v 
0dU >HH convey them doirato our latoftpoibrity ; but to 
you, they are already but ar dream; but amotoentary flaUk 
which is extinguifhed, and which every day effaces more and 
mck&.ixom your remesQbrafic;ie. Whsity then« is this fihall 
ip&tmot^ you have'flill to accomplilh ? Can.you believe that 
tbedaya fo xomie liave mpreceality than Amit sdxeady )paft? 
Years^appeae long, .while yet at adafiance; ^rived,; tbey 
vanift, ihsff flipirom nk in an snAaiftt $ and fcartely &aA 
^re kokvt' kKikcid.9roi(ndai9/wJ]bn» as if by endssntnieot^ 
w^ ftan.'£ndf^ur&lvesatijie iaial term, whkh itiUappeaIri-' 
ed fodiftaat, tkat we raAlycoobludcd it would >never ar- 
rive. . V^w id3Ctiwor]d,:fuahlas yaaihkve.fciefi>.it in your 
youtfatuidays, aild fucfatas yo^iuowfea it t Nrwfierfoitti* 

gcs 
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ges haVe nomi&d the fiage; the grand pam are £}ltt<i^bjr 
new a£l6r& ; . diey are new events^ new intriguer, new pa^^ 
fions, sewheroes in virtue aA w^Ii as in vice, wlncH cftigag^' 
tUe praifes, denfibns,^ and cen&ires of the public^ a neiJr 
world, withoutyour having perceived it, faasiofenfibly rifeii 
on the wrecks of the'firft ; every thingpi^lTes withlsind like 
yoQ^; i.vdocity which nothing can flop, drags' aR into tlie' 
gulf of eternity : Yefter^ay bur ancellors cleared:the wa)r 
for tts ;« and to-morrow, wCifiiall'db the fame for theft' who 
are to follow. Ages fuooeed each other ; th€ appearance of 
the world inceflantly changes ; the dead and the living con- 
xinually replace and fncceed each other : Nothing ftartdsftitt ;' 
all changes, all waftes)iway, all has an end : God alone re- 
maineth always, the fame :: The torrent' of ages,. wfaicH 
*fweepsaway ail men, ; flows before his eyes ; and, vAth in^ 
dignation^ he lees weak mortals carried down by d^t'rapid 
courfe, infalt hini while paflidg^; wiOi; «)f that tranfi tor/ 
inftant, to confticute all: tbeiirhappihers^ and ai their de^ 
parture from it, fall into the hands of his vengeance aiid 
*wrath« Where, fays the ApofHet' amongft us, ^fe now 
-the wife ? Aiid a man, were he even capable of governing 
the world; can he meHt that name hrom the mdmem that he 
forgets wfaathe i$« and what he muft be ? : ^ 

...Neverthetefs, my brethren, what impreflion on us does 

the inftabil^ty of every thing worldly make ? The. death of 

oiirrelalions, friends; competitors, and naafters ? We never 

think that we are immediately to follow them ; we think 

only of decking ourfclvea out in their fpoils ; we. think not 

4>n the little time they had enjoyed them, but only on the 

, pleafuxe they muft have had in their pofleflion: Wb haften 

to profit ourfelves fcom the wreck of each other 1^ We are 

\ likethofefoolifltfoldiefSt who, in.thehcatof baule, when 

I their companiont att every moment fadiisig around them, 

eagerly 
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f eagerly Joad iboiifehresi iMb tfadr doibes ;> fjnd!II:arc^l)r 
/ i^re th4^}f put.on, wben, a iBctrta^-JiiQvr.iftt^Qni^e ^eprives.tlieni: 

V of their abrurd decor&tu><is and life.: lo. this manner the' 
fpn depks ^iaifelf wkh tin? Ipoils of the father; clofes hiv. 
eyes; fuccieeds to his rank* fortune, aiid dignities; con*'/ 
4ufis.th9 pomp of his i^neral, and les^ves it» Qiore oct^upt- : 
<54' with; moqp aifefled by the^new titles with which hfcjfr 
novf invefled» thaniiiflruQied by the lafl advices of a dying 
parent ; than affliiftcd fox btslpfs, or ^ven undeceived with' 
regard to the things of .the earth, by a fight which places. 
before hisses their infignificancy ,; and announces: to him 
the fame defliny foon* : The de^th of our tcompapions is 
not a moreufeful leilbn to us : Such a perfon leaves .vacant 
avp office*. .>vbijch: we ha&n to obtain ; another; promotes. us 
a-^pp in the fccvice; claims expiry with- this one, which 
xnighl have greatly embarraffed us ; that one now leaves ua 
^e indifputcd favourite oi pur fovereign ; another bringa 
l(s a flep nearer to a certain dignity, and opens die road. to a 
rank which his death alone could render attainable ; and on 
tbefe pccalions, our fpirits are invigorated ; we adopt new 
meafures, and form new proje3s: and, far iron} .our eyes 
being opened^ by the examples of thofe whom we fee dif- 
appear, there iflfue, even from, their aOies; fatal fpsniksr, which 
^ inflame all 6ur defires and attachments to the world*; and 
\ death that gloomy piflure of our roifery, reanimates .more^ 
paffidns amoisig .men,, than even all the illi^fiohs of li|e^ 
What, then can detach us from this wretched world, fince 
dea.th it/elf feemsonly to knit more.iUongly the bonds, and 
llrengthen us in the errpr which bind us to it P . 

. V Here, my brethren, Tr^quire nothing from you, but rea- 
fon« What are the natural CQpfequences wbtcb good fenfe 
ajone ou|^t tp draw from thetinirertsiinty of death ?• ' 



1^, Tliehotir <if deathis iifiocrfl8dii': fiverjii f«4r;/ 'tsi^ 
vy day, every momaii^ iii»y be- ffae laft ioi otoi life ) it 
isabriund, then, by attaching' ourfelves to'Wbat muft paf\i 
away in an iziftatii^ to^facrifiee;,ithe only fiches WlncW are 
eternal ; every ihihg you do fdr the earth ought -tfaeitef ore to 
a}q^ar as loft, fince you. have no mtereft there;: y^ can* 
depend on nothing tbere« and can carry nothing Srbm it;' 
but what you (halt have done for heaven : Tbekingdomsctf ' 
the earth, and ail their glo^, ought hot then for a^motticm 
to. balance the inlerefts of y<Hir eteri&al welfare, imck the 
greateft fentunecannotaflureyouof a day moretfaait the^n»>ft' 
bumble ; and fince the only confequence which can accrue 
from itr, is a more ^ecp and bitter forrow on the bed of: 
death, when' you (halibe obliged for ever to pait 'from- 
them ; every care^ every movement, every, defireyoagfht. 
therefore^to centre iH;eftabli&tng for yourfelveS' a pevipa* 
Dent and iinch^geable fortune^ ah eternal happinefs^-whitlb 
fadeth not away^ 

2dlyt The hom- oi your death is uikcertain : Yon e^:ht 
then toexpeft it everyday ; never to permit yourfdvcs an: 
aflion, in which you would wifli not to be furprifed; to* 
confider all your proceedmgs,. as thofe of a dying man, 
who every moment e^peSs his foul to be recalled ; to aQ 
in every thing, as though you were that inftaiil to i^etide^ 
account of your condu£l.; and,* fince you e»%nol unfwer 
for the time which is to conie, in fuch a manner to r^gu. 
late the prefent, that you may have no occaGon for the fu- 
ture to repair its errors. 

Laftly, Thehoiir of your death is uncertain i delay not 
then^ your repentance ; time prefles, haften ibeii yoiitr^ 
converfion to the l.ord : You caiitiot afiure youirfelves oP 
a day, and you defer it to a difiant and uncertain period to . 

come.« 
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jcomc: .Weise yp\i unforjj«nat^ly to .^/fallow a mortsd ppi- 
fon, would you put off to apothepr^ay, thetrialof the only 
jujtid9te„whicl^ might fave your lite ? -Would the ageat of 
.^^hk which you carried, in your bowels, :allow of delays* 
^jidnegle£l?, Such w ,your ftate. .If you be wife^.hatvc 
inftantteicourfe tp your precautions : You carry death in 
yoyr.fpul, fince in. it you carry fin; hallen to apply ^he 
jf^en^edy, fince ^very. moment is precious to him, who can* 
pot depend on one ;^ the poi^npus beverage which infeSi 
your foul, cannot long be trifled with ; the goodnefs ot God 
Aili holds out to you a cure ; haften, once more I fay, to 
f^^cure it, while it is not yet too Jatp* ShpukJ entreaties -be 
jjj^^pefiary to determine your compliance ;, ought not. the 
ff;ofpea: of relief to be fpffifi^t? Is it neceffary to ex- 
l^oft an unfortunate wretch, juft fmking in the waves, to 
ic^ert his endeavours to fave himfelf?.Qugbt you, in this 
matter, to have occafion for our miniilry ? Your laft hour 
approaches ; you foon (hall have to appear before the tribu* 
pal of God. > You majf ufefully employ the mpraqnt, 
^hich yet remains to you : Almoll all thofe, . whofe depar^ 
ture fipm this xyorld you; are daily, witnefling, allow. it tQi 
flip from them, and die without having reaped any, a4van7 
lage from it: You imitate their negleS ; the fame' fur«- 
«prife awaits you, and like them you will be, cut oif belore. 
|heworl;oi reformation has, commenced. Theyh^beejx 
warned of it, .and in the fame manner we wai;n you ;. theit) 
mifery touches you not; and the unfortunate ..lot which 
awaits you, will not more fcnfibly aReft ihofe to whom we 
ihall one day announce it ; it is a fuccefiion of blind nefs, 
which paffes from father to fon, and: is. perpetuated on the 
c»rth :. We all wifli to live better, and .we all die before ,\vc 
have begun to reform. . 

• . . . . n 
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Such, my brethren, are the prudent and natural refiee-* 
tions which the uncertainty of our laft hour, ihould lead 
us to make. But if, on account of it4 Uncertainty,' yoii 
are imprudent, in paying no more attention to it, than as if 
it were never to arrive, the fearful portion attending 'M 
certainty fiill lefsexcufes your folly, in ftriving to remote 
that melancholy image from your mind, under the pretence 
of its only tending to empoifon et^y comfort, and to 
deftroy the tranquillity of life. This, is what I have ftill 
to lay before you. 

Part II. — Man loves not to dwell upon his nothingnefs, 
and meannefs : whatever recals to him his origin, puts him 
in mind alfo of his end, wounds his pride, iuterefts fdf* 
love, attacks the foundation of all his paffions, and givea 
birth to gloomy and difagreeafole thoughts. To die ; to 
difappear from the earth ; to enter the dark abyfs of eter- 
nity ; to become a carcafs, the food of wormsj the horror 
of men, the hideous inmate of a tomb ; that fight alone, 
revolts every fenfe, difira£ls reafon, blackens imagination', 
and empotfons every comtort in life ; we dare not fix our 
looks on fo hideous an image : we reje6l that thought, zii 
the moft gloomy and bitter of all : We dread, we fly from 
every thing, which may force its remembrance on our mind,* 
as though it would haften the approach of the fatal hour. 
Under a pretence of tendernefs, we love not to hear men- 
tion of our departed friends ; care is taken to remove oui* 
attention, from the places in which they have dwelt, and 
from every thing which, along with their idea, at the fame 
time awakens that of death, which has depHved lis oi them. 
We dread all melancholy recitals ; in that refpeft, we carry 
our terrors even to the moft childifli fuperftition ; in evccy 
trifle our fancy fees fatal prognoftications of death ; in the 
wanderings of a dream, in the nightly founds of a bird, in 

the 



iJm: Si^ial niiR|ber of 9t company., snd in m$s%y other cir- 
cniBibace^ Hill more ri4iQulous ; cveiy vrfierc we imagine 
U before us ; and, for that very reafon, we jeodeavour to 
e^S^ it from ottr tbpugkt$» 

Now, ifty brethnffl, thefe exceffive terrors, were par-. 
4omhle In Pagans* tp wb?m death wasjtbe greateft misfort 
lune, feeing they bad no expeflatioa beyond the graven 
mi that, living withpnt hope, they dk4 vfith/i^ confok. 
tion. But that death (hould he ib terrible to Chriflians, t§ 
a matter of aftonifliment ; and that the dread of that image 
fliould even fery^ a^s a preterit to reipove its idea from their 
mixiih M .ftfll niore fo. ; ; . 

^ JpQfr in th^ fir ft place, I grants that yov have reafojitp 
dread that lilft hq^r^ buf,, as it is certa,in, I cannot con* 
ceive why the, terrors of it {hould prevent .your mind from 
dwelUpg upon, and' endeavouring to anticipate its evils : 
jQ^the ^iurary» itfeems to me, that in proportion as tbf 
digger ip gre4t tQ which you ar« exppfed, you ought more 
eonfiantjy to laeep it in view, /and to ufe every precaution, 
that it way nc^ ts^Le yoy unaware?. What ! The more the 
daAgej alarms yoiu, thi? inore it (hpuld render you indolent 
iand carel^fsl The c^iceffive awd improper terrors of your 
imagin^ion iboi|ld ^ure you, even of that prudent dread, 
which operates y^)ir falvation ; and b^paufe you dread too 
muchi you ihould^NBadpn every thought of it! Bqt, where 
is the H»n, wbcwnfi 4PP Hyciy fenfe of danger renders calm 
and intrepid ? iWcre it necejTary tQ marf^h through a; narr 
row and fteep defil^.furrouiided on all fides by precipices, 
would you order your eyes to be. bound, that you might 
not fee your danger, and left the depth of- the gulf below 
flu>uld turn your h^ad ? Ah I my dear hearer, you fee the 
grave open before you,, and that fpe£lacle alarms you ;. but,.- 

in 
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S in pla<^e of taking all the precautions, offered to you lijr 
religion, to prevent you falling headlong into the gulf, 
you cover your eyes, that you may 'n#t fee it: You fly td 
diflipation, to, chafe its idea from your mind ; and like thole 
unfortunate vi6lims oi Paganifm, you run to the fiake, 
your eyes covered, crowned with flowers, and furrouncled 
by dancing and fongs of joy, that you hiay not have leifure 
to refleft on the fatal term, to which tliis pomp cohduSs, 
and leafl: you flibuld fee the altari that is to fay, the bed of 
death, where you are immediately to be fecrificed.. 

Befides, by rejfclling that thought, could you likewife 
repel death, your terrors would then at leaft have an ex^ 
cufe. But think, or think not on it, death always advan^- 
ces ; every effort you make, to exclude its remembrance, . 
brings you nearer to it, and, at the appointed hour, it wiil 
come. What then' do you gain by turning your mind 
from that thought ? Do you leflen the danger ? On the 
contrary, you augment it, and render a furprifalinevitaWci 
By averting ydiir eyes, do you fotten the horror of that 
fpeflacle? Alas! You only multiply its terrors* Were 
you to famiHarize yourfelves more with the thoughts of 
death, your mind, weak and timid, would infenfibly accuf^* 
tom itfelf to it : You wouM gradually acquire <:ourage t© 
view it without anguifli, or at leail, with refignation, on 
the bed of death; it would no longer be. an unufual and 
flrange fight. A long anticipated danger aftoniflies not : 
Death is only formidable the firfl time tbi^ the imagination 
dwelk upon it ; and it is only when not expeSed, and n» 
|}rovi(ion made againft it, that it is to be dreaded. 

But, when that thought flKSuId even difquiet, and fiM- 
you with impreffibiis of dread Mid forrow, ^vhere would 
* be the difappointment ? Ate you,* upon the earthy to Jive 

only 
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6r\iy ifl an indolent eafe, and folely engrofled by agreeable 
and iRiiUng objefti ? We fliould lofe our reafon, fay you, 
were we to' ilevote our attention to this difmal fpe£lacle, 
withaut the relaxation of- pkafurc«. We fliould lofe our 
r^aibifi'! But fo many faithful fouis^ who in all their a£lions 
mingle that thought ; who make the remembi^ance oi that 
lail hour the check tpcufb their paffions, and the moft 
powerful inducement to fidelity ; fo many illuftrious peni*^ 
t^nt», who have buried themfdves alive in their tombs, 
that they might never Ibfe figfai ot that objeft ; the holy, 
who every day fuffered death, like the Apoftle, that they 
ttiight iivfe for ever, have.they, in confequence of it, loft 
their reafon ?- You fliould lofe your reafon ! That is to fay, 
you wouM regard the world as an exilement; pleafures as 
an intoxication ; fin as the greateft of evils; places, ho- 
nours, favoc^,' and fortune, zs dreams ; and falvation sa 
the grand and only obje£l: worthy of attention : Is that to 
lofe our reafon ? Blefled folly 1 And would that you, from 
this moment, were amongft the number of thefe foolifli fa* 
ges. You would lofe your reafon ! Yes, that falfe, worldly, 
jproud, carnal, and mifiaken reafon, which feduces you ; 
that cormpt€d reafon, which obfcures faith, authorifes the 
i>aflioh$, makes us prefer the prefent moment to eternity; 
takes the fliadow for the fubftance, and leads all men aftray : 
Ves, that deplorable reafon, that vain philofophy, which 
Idoks upcoi ^s a weaknefs the dread of a futura fbte, and 
becaafe it dreads it too much, feems, in appearance^ or 
endeavours to force itfelt, not to believe it at all. But 
tfaat prudent; enlightened, moderate, and Chriftian reafon, 
that wifdom of the ferpent, fo recommended in the gofpel, 
it is in that remembrance that you would find it : That wif- 
dom, fays the Holy Spirit, ' preferable to all the treafures 
and honours of the earth ; that wifdom fo honourable to 
man, and which exalts him fo much above htmfelt ; that 

wifdom 
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vifdam wHich has formed fo roiuiy Cbriftiaii beroef,. i$, i$ 
the image always prefeal ot youF I^ hour, i^bii^ ,wiU 9m« 
beiliSi your foul wkh ,iu But that thaugbt* you ad4 
Ibauld we take it into otr head to epter de^y into, ani 
to dwell cQBtinuaUy M|H}tt it* would be fit to ni»ke u« 
reaounce all^ and to form the moft violent and overdrainf 
ed refolntions ; that i$^ to fay, would difftachyoiii Irow tto 
world, your vice% paflaoi^*, the infamy of your e;(G9QeS| 
and makjs you Jead.a chafic^ regular and dviftian life, ^akm^ 
wordiy oi , reafon ;- Thefe are what the world calU viotent 
and overftrained irjefotutioiis. , Bat likewife, under pf lienor 
eri fhunning pretended ex peSlbs^ would jyou rrfufe Ip 
i^pt the moft jiecellary refolutiouf ? Make a begianing al 
any rale ; the fir^ tranrpoms ioon begin to abaie ; and it ia 
much more eafy to moderate the excelTes q£ piety„ than io 
animate its caldn^fs . and indol^ce. Ikead. BOthiug from 
the exceffive fervour and tranfport» of your z^al ; yotji eaii 
jiever, in chat refpe£t, go tioo far* An indolent and. fea» 
fual heart, fu^hia&your'ay surfed in pleafure^.and: effemi* 
nacy, and void of. all/tafle for whatever pertaim to^ Ibe f^« 
vice of God, docs not promife any very great, iivlifefe** 
tiona in the^fteps of a ChriAian life. You. know not your^ 
felves; you have never experienced what, obftacles aH 
your inclinations will ca^ in the way of yoitir iimpleft exr 
ertions in piety. Take meafures only ^igainft coUnef^ an4 
dtfcouiagement, which are the only rock you have to 
dread. What blindnefs^^ In the fear 'of doing ;too .mucli 
for God, we do nothidgat all: jthe. dread of .beflowing too 
;much attention on our falvation, prevents, us from labomr^ 
ing towards it; and we lofe ourfelves for ever, left we 
ihould too furely attain falvation i We dread chimerical 
excefles of piety, and we ace. not afraid of a departui^ 
from, and an a&ual contempt of piety itfdf. Does the 
fear of doiog too much fdr fortune and rank, check :your 

exertions 
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exertibifSy or codi tbe ardour of yo<lr ambkion ? II it nbt 
that very hope which ftippK^rts aad animates tb^ni ? No«> 
ffatng h too much for the worlds but all k eicceb iof God : 
We feat, and We reproach ourfelveS) left -^^e never do 
eiiough for air earthly eftaUiibaient ; and we check our«- 
fttves, ib the dread of doing too imich for an eternal for- 
ttoe* 

But I go further, and fay, that it is a criminal ingrati«> 
tud<5 towards CJod, to KJJeft the thought of death,, merely 
becatife it difquiets and alarms you ; for that smpFeflfion of 
dfrea<!l and terror, is a fpecial grace with which you are fa^ 
ircf^red by God. Alai! Hcf^ many impious cbaraders « 
exift wlio defpife it, who claim a miferable nicrit, in be- 
-holdhig with firmnef) its approach, and wha regard k as 
the arffiihilatian of their being ! How many fages and phi*, 
lofophers in Chriftianity, who, without renouncing faith, 
Kmit all th^hr refleSions, all the fupcricirity of their talenta, 
to the trantjtiil view of its arj^ival ; and who, during Hie, 
exert the powers of their rerfon, only in preparing for that 
teft' moment, a conftancyand ferenhy of mind, equally 
abfurd as the moft vulgar terrors ; a purpofe the moft im^ 
prudent to which reafon can be applied. It is, therefore, 
a fpecial grace beftowed <m yon by God, when he permits 
'that thought to have fuch an energy and afccndeftcy in your 
foul; in aB probability, it is the way by which he wiUtes 
to' recal yoU to himfelf : Should you ever quit your erro* 
neou^ and iniquitous courfes, it will be throu^ its influ* 
'thcie : Ytour falvation feems to depend on that remedy. 

Tremble, my dear hearer, left your heart (hould fortify 
itfelf jgainft thefe falutary terrors ; left God Ihould. with- 
draw from you this mean of falvation, and harden you 
againft rfl the terrors ot reUgion. A favour, not only def- 

pifed, 
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pifed, but even regardtd as apuniQunent, is foon foUaur- 
cd with the indignation, or at leaft the indifierence of tife 
beneiaflor. Should that unfortunately be ever the a^e, 
then will the image of death leave you all your tranquilli- 
ty : You will fly to an entertainment, the moment you 
liave quitted the (biemnity of a funeral ; with the laflie 
eyes will you behold a hideous carcafs, or the criminal ob- 
jefi of your paffion ; then will you be even pleafed with 
yourfelf for having foared above all thefe vulgar fears, and 
even applaud yourfelf, for a change fo terrible towards your 
falvation. Profit then, towards the regulation of yoarman* 
ners by that fenfibiKty, while it is yet left to you by God: 
Let your mind dwell on all the objefis proper to recal that 
image, while yet it has influence to difturb the falfe peace of 
your paflions : ViGt the tomb of your anceftors, in the pre^ 
fence of their aflies, to meditate on the vanity of all earthly 
things ; go and a(k. What now, in thefe dark habitations 
of death, remains to them of all their pleaCures, dignities; 
and fplendour ? open yourfeli thefe gloomy dwellings, re^ 
fleeing on what they had formeHy been, in the eyes of 
men, fee what they now are; fpeflres, whofe prefence 
you with difficulty can fupport ; loathfome mafles of wonns 
and putrefafiion : Such are they in the eyes of men ; but 
what are they in the fight of God ? Defcend, in idea, intd 
thefe dwellings of horror aiid infe£lion, and chufe before 
hand your own place ; figure yourfelf in that laft hour«- 
extended on the bed of anguifli,* flruggling with deatby 
your limbs benumbed, and already feized with a mortal, 
coldnefs ; your tongue already bound in the chains oE 
death ; your eyes fixed, covered with a cloud of <:onfufion»^ 
and beiore which all things begin to difappear ; your rela* 
tions and friends around yoQ, ofiering up ineffeflual wiflies 
for your recovery, and augmenting your , fears and regret$>: 
by the teodernefs ot' their figfas, and the abundance of 

their 
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Ifaetr^eara : Reflefl upon that fi^, fo inftru&ive, fo la- 
lereftiBg; you then, in the difmal ftniggles of that laft 
combat* proviag that you are Sill in life, only by the con* 
t^fions which announce your death ; the whole world an- 
nthtlatel to you; defpoiled for everi^of all your dignities 
and titles ; accompanied fol^Iy by your works, and ready 
tos^pearin the prefence of God. This is not a predi£tioni 
it tslheihiftory of all thofe who die every day to your 
knowledge, and it is the anticipation of your own. Think 
iB^cMif that terrible moment ; the day, perhaps, is not farie* 
Qipved, yet however diftant it may be, you will at laft 
seacb if, and the inter\ral will feem to you only an inftast^; 
and the only confolaticm yau then can have, fhall be, to 
have *made the ftudy of, and preparation for death, the em^ 
ployment of your lif e« 

Lq/lfyt As my fimd argument: trace to their fource 
thefeexceiSve terrors, which render the image and thoughts 
of de^ fo terrible, and you will, undoubtedly find them 
oripnating from the diforders of a criminal conscience : 
It is not death which you dread, it is the juftice of God 
which awaits you beyond it, topunifli the infidelities and . 
crimes of your life : It is, that covered as you are with 
the meft fliameful wounds, which disfigure in you his im« 
age, you are not in a ftate to prefent yourfelves belore him ; 
and that to die in your prefent fituation, muft be to peri& 
for ever. Purify then your confcience, put an end tOf 
and expiate your criminal paflions ; recal' God to your 
ferart ; no longer oifer to his fight any thing worthy of his 
anger or puniihment.; place yourfelves in a ftate to hope 
fomething after death, from his infinite mercy ; then fhall 
you fee that laft moment approach with led dread and trem- » 
bling ; and the facrifice which you (hall already have made 
to God, of the wnH and your pa£Eions, wiU not only ren« 
. Vol. I. K k der 



cier eaC^, but evtnivttit and eoitfiiimgv ih« facfHice fom 
' mUl then make to him 06 yourlttev 

lot taff What has dealii fo fearhil ta a fintMiitt^lf 
From what does itiepaioite him? Ffom a iiForld wUreh fliaH 
perifli, and which is the country of the reprobaee ; (ima 
kis* rich8f'» which tornaeni: him, of wbteh ib^ ufe u fluu 
.coTOtdttd with dangers, and wbidi -be iis forUd t» ufe in 
dte gratification of the fenfes^; fr6i& kia yelations a«i 
faiends, whom he pi^cecfes only a moment, and who ik4i 
fton follow him; fromi his body, which hitbeDla h«l 
been either a rock to* hit innocence, or a perpetual o6ilti« 
ele t6 his holy defines*; from hfs ofices- and digmtici, 
whichi in mukipfying hi^ dneie^, augmented biii dangers ; 
laftly, from liGe, which to him was only anexilement, and- 
an anxious defire to be dielivered from it. What does dealli 
btftow on him, to eoftipdnfattt for wiaeft it takes away ? It 
beftows unCaiding riches, of which none con ever dopri««r; 
eternal joys, which he ftall enjoy without kmt or remorie ; 
the pe»ce^}e and certain pofieffion of God. himfeii', fromr 
which he can never be d^raded:; ddiva^aneeiiromaU hi* 
{tiiffiom, which had ever been a conflane fource of dtffuict 
and diftrefs ; anunalti»;ablepeacey which he could neverfiad 
onthe earth ; said laftly, the fociety of thejiift and happy, ill' 
{dace of that oi finners, from whom it fepM^a^sihtm. What 
then, O my God ! has the world fo delightful^ to attach a 
faitfafui foul ? To him it is a vaie of tears^ where dangers 
are infinite, combats* daily, vifbries rare, and defeats 
certain ; where cwtrf gratification muft be dseaied m 
the fenfes ; where all tempts, and ail ii -forbidden to 
us ; where we muft: fly from and dread wfastt moft plea« 
fos U9; in a word, where H yoti (aBer not, if you weep 
not, ti you refiftnot to theutmoft-extremkyrif yoo com* 
bat not without ceafing, if you hate not yoiisfeif» you afre 

loft. 
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capable erf aUacbihgi^ChriftiaiB &iil ? Mdid.die, is it nd 
a ffin, and a triumph ior him ? 

. Befides* death >is 4be only objeQ; lie looki lioevcard to.; it 

h the only confolation which fupports the fidelity oi the 

jiiS, Do they bend under affltfiions ? Tl^y know that 

thcic e^dis near; that the fliCHrt axid fleeting tribulations ci 

'^s life ifaatt feon lie followed by a Joad of e^raal glory 4 

'laid in that thought- tiiey find ail iaexhauftible £Mtrce of pa** 

tienoe, fiortktide.ffn^ joy« Do they fed the law of the 

^membsTS wamng agunfi the^iawof tbe ijpiritt and exciting 

v«oii|inotiotts, whidh bring innocence CO the very brink of 

^jfaeptccip^cc?' Theyais&not ignorant, that after the. di{- 

ifolution of the earthly frame». it ihall be refljosed to. tbem 

/pure and celeftial ; and that delivered from thefe bonds of 

inifcTf t they fliail then ramble the faeavaily Ipirits ; and 

:tfaat ren^mbiance foothls and ibengtbens them. Do di«y " 

.gnan underlie weight of the yokeof Jefus Chrift ; fmd 

:tlicir faiUii snope weak^ ititi.<m the point of nelaxkig and 

finkii^ under the rigid duties of the goTpei ? Ah ! the 

day of the Lord is nigh ; they almoft touch the bluffed i«- 

compenfe ; and die end of their courfe, which they aheaity 

fee, animates, and gives theai tre& vigor, Hoir in what 

manner the ApoiUe confoledthe firft Ghriftians : My bre. 

thren, faid he to them, time is ftort^ the day approadies, 

the Lord is at the gate, and he will not delay ; rejoice then ; 

I again fay to you, rejoice. Such was the only confolation 

-of men, perfecuted, infiiited, profcribed, trampled upon, 

regar<kd as the fcum- of the earth, the difgrace of the Jews, 

and the feoff of the. Gentiles; They knew that death would 

' foon dry up their tears ; that for them, there would then be 

neither mourning,: forrow, nor fuiierance ; that all would be 

changed; and that thought foftened every pain : Ah ! wh^. 

foevcr 
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foever had told thefe generous juftifiers of iakkp dbat^ - 
Lord would never malke ihem know death, but would texm . 
them to dwell forever on the earth, would have fliakendieir 
faith, tempted their conftancy, and, by robbing them of 
that hope, would have deprived them of erery confdation. 

You, my brethren, sure no doubt little, furprifed at this ; 
becaufe deadi muft appear a refuge, to men affiified and 
unhappy as they were. You are miftaken /it was neithdr 
their perfections npr fuCferings which ocqafioned their 
diftrefs andforrow; thefe were their joy, confolation, and. 
pride : We glory, £ud they, in tribulations : it was the 
flate of feparation in which they fiill lived from Jefos 
Chrift ; that alone was the fource of their tears, and what 
rendered death fo defirable. | 

While we are in the body, faid the Apoftle, we are feu 
^ parated from the Lord ; and that feparation was a ftate of 
ai^uifli and forrow to thefe faithful Chriftians : Piety con* 
fifts in wifhing for a re-union with Jefus Chrift our head ; 
in fighing for the happy moment which ifaall incorporate us, 
with the chofen of God, in that myftical body, which, 
from the beginning of the world, is forming, of every 
tongue, every tribe, and every nation ; which is the com- 
pletion of the defigns of God, and which will glorify him* 
with Jefus Chrift, to all eternity. | Here, we are* like 
branches torn from their flem ; like ftrangers, wandering 
in a foreign land ; like fettered, captives in a priion, wait- 
ing their deliverance; like children, banifhed for a time 
from their paternal inheritance and manfion ; in a word, 
like members feparated from their body. I Since Jefus 
Chrift, our Head, afcended to Heaven, the earth is. no 
longer. the place of our eftabliihment ; we look forward, 
in blefted expedition, to the coming of the I^^ord ; ib^ 

deli re 
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^afite l^ftkat^s til our pkty and confolatibn : Ahd a Cbrir- 
dan^ not to long for that happy moment, but to dread, an<f 
evefi kkyk upon it as a misfortune, is to fly in the face of 
Jffuaf Chtrift ; to renounce all <iommunicktibn with him ; 
to rejeft'the promifcs of faiths' and the glorious title of a 
ckizenof Heaven ; it is to centre our happinefs on the 
thingy of th^ earth, to doiibt a future ftate, to regard reli- 
gib^asU'drdsim, and to believe that all dies with us. 

^'ttiy^ ro^y 'brethren, death has nothing to a jtift foul, but 
what i^ pleafing and defirable: Arrived at that happy mo- 
^m^t,"* he, without regretj fees a world perifh, which he 
•h»l never loved', and which to him had never appeared 
•otWerwife than a confufion of Vslnities : His eyes clofe with 
pleafure on all thofe vain fhows which the earth offers, 
which hehad always regarded as -the fplendor of a moment, 
and whofe dangerous illufionshebad never ceafed to dread : 
He feels, without uneafinefs, what do I fay ? with fatisfac- 
tion, that mortal body, which had been the fubjeft of all 
his temptations, and the fatal fource of all his weaknefTes, 
become clothed with immortality : He regrets nothing on 
the earth, where he leaves nothing ; and from whence bis 
heart flies along with his foul : He even complains not, 
that he is carried off in the middle of his career, and that 
his days are concluded in the flower of his age : On the 
contrary, he thanks his deliverer, for having abridged his 
fufferings with his years, for having exafted only a portion 
of his debt, as the price of his eternity, and for having fpcc- 
dily confummated his facrifice, left a longer relidence in a 
corrupted world fhould have perverted his heart. His trials, 
bis mortifications, which had coft fo much to the weak- 
ncfs of the flelh, arc then his fweeteft refleftions : He fees 
that all now vanifhes, except what he has done for God ; 
that all now abandon him, his riches, relations, friends 

aiid 
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and dignities ; bis works alone remaining ; and be if iWlfr 
ported with joy, to think that he had never placed hit 
truft in the favour of princes^ in the children of men, 19 
the vain hopes of fortune* in things which tnuft foon per- 
rilh, but in the Lord alone, who remained etematly^ and 
in whofe bofom he goes to experience that peace and tran- 
quillity which niortals cannot "beitow« Thu« tramquil oa 
the paft, defpifing the prefent* tranfported to touch at laft 
that futurity, the fole objeft of his defires, already feeing 
the bofom of Abraham open to* receive him, and the Son 
oi Man feated at the ri^ hand of bis Father, bol^inig o^t 
tor him the crown of immortality, he fleeps in the Lor4» 
he is wafted by blefled fpirits to the habitation of the holy, 
and returns to the place fron^ whence he originally caiiK. 

May you, my iMPethren, in this manner, fee your courle 
terminated* § 



SERMON 



SERMON X- 



aN THE DEATH OF A SINMER, AND THAT OF 
A RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER. 



Rev. xiv. 13. 

Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord. 

. X HERE is fomething peculiarly ftViking and incomprefaen- 
(ible in the human paffions. 

AH men wifli to live ; they look Upon death as the mofli 
dreadful of all evils ; all their pafllons attach them to life ; 
yet nevcrthelefs thofe very paffions inceffantly urge them 
towards that death, for which they feel fuch horror ; nay, 
it i&ould even feem, that their only purpofe in life b to ac- 
celerate the moment of death; 

All men flatter themfelves, that they fliall die the death 
of the righteous : They wilh it ; they expeft it. Know- 
ing the impoffibility of remaining lor ever upon this earth, 
they truft, that before the arrival of their lafl moment, the 
paffions which at prelent pollute, and hold them in capiivt- 
ly, Ihall'be completely overcome. They figure to them- 
felves, as horrible, the lot of a finner, who expires in his 
iniijuity, and under the wrath of God, yet neverthelef^ 
they tranquilly prepare for themfelves the fame deftiny. 

This 
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This dreadiul period of human life, which is death in fin, 
ftrikes and appals them ; yet, like fools, they blindly and 
merrily purfue the road which leads to it. In vain do we 
announce to them., that in general men die as they have, 
lived : They wifli to live the life of a finner, yet never- 
thelefs to die the death of the righteous. 

My intention, at prefent, is not to undeceive you with 
regard to an illufion To common, and fo ridiculous, (let us 
referve this fubjefl: for another occafion) ; but, fince the 
death of the righteous appears fo earneftly to be wifhed fof , 
and that of the finner fo dreadful to you, I mean, by a 
reprefentation of them both, to excite your defires tor the 
otie, and to awaken your juft terrors for the other. As 
you muft finally quit this world in one of thefe two fitua- 
tions, it is proper to familiarize yourfelves with a view of 
them both, that by placing before your eyes the melancho- 
ly fpe£lacle of the one, and the foothing confolations of 
the other, you may be enabled to judge which of the lots 
awaits you; and, confequently, to adopt the necefTary 
means to fecure the decifion in your favour. 

In the piflure of the expiring finner, you will fee in 
what the world, with all its glory and pleafures, termi- 
rtates ; from the recital of the laft moments of the righte- 
ous man, you will learn to what virtue condu£ls, in fplte 
of all its momentary checks and troubles. In the one you 
will fee the world from the eyes of a finner in the moment 
of death : And how vain, frivolous, and different from 
what it feems at prefent will it then appear to you I In the 
other, you will fee virtue from the eyes of the expiring 
righteous man : How grand and efiimable will your heari 
then acknowledge it to be ! 

la 



Ila ^<fm€l> y^UrwUI cQRipn^ad all thp miftry of .^ 
fMil»>whkh faas lived (ofgsdt^l of m Qo4« Ip the o|^, 
ite btppiMfs. 0f bim wb<l> bta livfd tHkly tp ple^fe and €i> 
&rv»' liim. In. ^ wwim the Tfi&uv^:Qf th^ deadi o^. \h^ 
§mo»r will A^e y«» wiflt to live the li£q of the righteous]; 
1^ the image of the di^atli oi the juft will ioTpire yQ9 wi^k ^ 
hfld7.b>krQjr(«tlheiifeasf th^fift^r^ : 
•Jo r>. <.....:....,.,. , ^, . • ., 

i Piial!:J.^^Iiivlia dower^pelchejmageof de^th; ev«ry 
i^jr bnngs it nearer^ YoftithgUd^^ aw^y ; years buvry 9i?fc.< 
and, like Vater, fays the Scripture, fpilt uppa the gi^ai^ 
which cannot be gathered up again, we rapidly courfe to* 
fvavfkite.iyby& :ctf lUMrnity, where for ever fwaltewedup, 
9$^ tailitMsvHer f6leFii:Up09:(9Plt ft^Pft to appear once mq^ 
iijpoaithe^afth* 

' I know that tbt brevity, and uncertainty of. \iie am conr 
tinual &i'hje£l& of jQOQVer&tionf to u^.. The deaths of oi«r 
vriationa, oitr ftiend&v our c^mpoionfi, frequently fu(14ejnb> 
tofid always uae3tpefted» fum&.us with aiihoMflMid reflei:*. 
tkma on the b^kyt of every thin^ teni^ftriai^ 

• : We afe inceffimtly repeating*, thai ikm vfotU is nothing ; 
that life is but adfeaom; and tlratit-isuftrikin^ folly our 
intsrefting ourfelves fe* deeply ior what sunft peibfot quick«- 
ly awa^. But Aefe are merely words ; they are not the 
fentim^nts of the heart ; they are difcouriSss o|Eered at the 
ihrine of cufiom ; and that yery cuAoiu ,0^:^ afions their 
leing immediately, and for ever forgot, 

Now» my bvethren* fonBL to: yourfelves a deitiny on this 
eaith, sq^seeaUe to your own wilhes ; Ijsngltben out in your 
ewn minds, your diaya to a term beyond your moft fanguine 
bopev. J even wife you' Id indmlg^ in tb<enjoyjii^n^of fo 
'. Vol. I. L I pleafing 
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pleafing an illuCan : Botat laft, you ttiuft follow the! track 
'^ich your forefathers have trod : Vbu will at laft faetihal 
>day arritre, to which no other fliait focceed ; and thai daf 
^ill be the day of your eternity t H«ppy> if you dk in the 
•Lord : Miferable if you depart in' fin. One of thefe lot< awaits 
you r In the final decifion upon all men,- there will he oniy 
two fides, the right and the left ; two divifions, the gciaii 
and the Iheep, Allow me then to recal you to the bed of 
death, and to expofe to your view the double fpefiacle of 
this laft hour, fo terrible^to the fiancr, and fo cxmfoktiH^ 
4o the righteous man. 
-•-*■■ ■ •. ' • . .'/ f^ 

I fay terrible to the finner, who, lulled by vain hopes oC 
a converfion, at laft reaches this fatal moment; fdll of do^ 
fires, empty of good works ; having ever jived a firaognr 
to the Lord, and unable now to make any offering to him» 
but of his crimes, and the adgtiifli of feteing a period put 
io tho^e days, which- he vainly believed would endure for 
•^ver. Now nblhing can t^ more dr^dful than the fitoa- 
lion of this unfortunate wretch, in the hft .moments «f 
his life! Whichever Way his mind is employed, whetiitr 
in recalling the paft, or confidering what is a£Ung around 
4iim ; in a word,' whether he penetrates into tfaa^ awbUvTu* 
turity, upon the brink of which he faangs,^ or limits hi«»ir8^ 
fiedions to the prefent moment ; thefe obje£h, the only 
ones which can occupy his thoughts, or prefent themfelves 
to his fancy, only open to him the blackeft profpefi:s, which 
overwhelm him with defpair* . > > 

For what c^^n the paft offer io a finncr, who extended up- 
on the bed ot dedth, bc;gins now to yield up dependence 
upon life, and r^ds, in the countemmces of thc^earouad 
him, the dreadful intelligence, that all is over with him ? 
What now does he fee in that long courfe of days, whicb 

. .: .he. 
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lifft^Ii^, rua through iifK>i| the earth? Ala&l he fets.oiiljr 
y9ki^ cares ami .ap&ieties ; pleafures which pafled away ber 
tf^.tbey could be efi95>j^dC and uu^uities which mufi: aif%. 
dcure for ever. 

*. Vain ca[Fe$.-*<^His whole life, which now appears tohav« 
occupied hut a^rooiiient, prelents itfelf to him, and in it he 
views nothing but one cpntinued conAraint, and an ufelefs. 
|igiiatjk>ii. He recaU to his mind all he has fuffered for a 
world* which now flies from him; for a fortune, which 
now vanifhes ; . for a vain reputation, which accompanies 
hiai not into the pr^fence of God; for friends, whom he 
lofes ; for mailers, who will foon iorget him ; for a name» 
ifhich will be writ^n only on the aOies of his tomb. .Wfaatr 
.regret Qiuft agitate the mind of this unfortunate wretch^ 
when he fees that his whole life has been one continued 
toil, yet that nothing to the purpofe hasf been accompli(he4 
for himfelf ! What regret, to have fo often done violencjB 
to his inclinations, without gaining the advance of a lingle 
'flep towards, heaven I To have always believed himfelf too 
£eehle for the ferVice of God, and yet to^ have had the 
jlrength and the conftancy to. tall a martyr to vanity, and to 
a world which is on the eve of periQiing! 

Alas ! it is then that the finner, overwhelmed, terrified at 
•lis own blindnefs and mifiake, no loiiger finding but an 
empty fpace in a life which the world had alone engrofied ; 
perceiving, that, after a long fuccelfion of years upon the 
eaurth, he has not yet begun to live ; leaving hifiory, per- 
haps,, full oi his aQiijms, the public monuments loaded 
with the tranfa6liQns of his life, the world filled with his 
name, and nothing, alas ! which deferves to be written in the 
book of eternity, or ^hich may follow him into the pre* 
fence of God : Then it is, thoughtoo late, that he begins to 

holi 



IkM a hogaagt to llinlferr, ^i^b w^lil^e fir^«|Qeiif d^)Mte 
Urmties of hcmog* ^I faanre K^ied, tlye»^ xm^ for ^rnkf-f 
^Why haire I not fer¥€i my 6oA,- as Ihs^ tetvtd my iii«& 
^ ten ? Alas ! Werefo many anxieties, and fenmeli'tfMN 
•» ble, neceffary to accbmplift my own defiru^on ? Wby^ 
^ at leaff did T noC receive my c^mf6lkti6n inlMs Wet(d ? 
* I {li6tt)d' hnv^ enjoyed' the pidabnt.-tfe^flbetitig mbthehe 
^ trhrcK palfes a%iray from me ; atid I fteaM not theK 1iinn& 
«^ loft alL But iny Hfe has' beeto* adw^s Jiited^ witfr amtitMi 
^tief, fubjeamns, fatigues; andteftraint$j.and'aU thife fit 
•* ordorto prepare for me ererlalRng'mifery. Whai'madW 
•• nefs to hare fuffifr«i ihore towards^ my own nliin, ifei#-' 
•* was required to have accomplifted my felvationr arf t^ 
^ have regarded the nprigbi, asa mebneholy and an imAkp*:- 
^ portable one ; feeing tbey^ have done motfaing fy difieolfc' 
^ for God, that I have not performed an hvmdred-fold far 
^dre wc^hi, which is not&ing, and froinwkidi I hsm: 
•^confequentfy nothing to expcft;** *• 

.'".■..■:• r. 

Yes, my brethren i«^ if in flirat hft moment that ywtt 
wfcolte life wilf prcierit itfelf to your view r but in- very 
different colours* from thofe in which it appears to your to^ 
iay. At prefent you ctnmtnpbn fcrvices pcrformerflbr 
the flate ; places which you have filled ; a£lions in which • 
^u have diftinguiflierf yourfehresr ; wonndis, which ftiir 
bear teftimony to ymir valour ; the number of yoilr canr^ 
paigns ; the (piemtour -"of your orders 7 all theft aqppei^ 
dbjefts of importance and reality to yoit. The publit 
applaufcs which accompany them ; therewardirwith wfarcil' 
they are folTowed; the Bime which pubiiflies' tfaemr th^ 
diftin£Kons attached to them ; all thefe only recalyour paS 
days td you, as days full, occupied, mariced each byfomtJ 
diemorable aflfon; and* by events worthy ot being forever 
preiierved to pofterity. You even diftiDguf& yourfelves; 

in 
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iM diftcrn^tfred tbeif nlMei)' by liWC fldtblM ^StaWMrfi 
tv'Molihde k^pe fbeifQ ^^m^ g^or^liifl^ ill «li«idii&^ Bm 
Oft tk' Ikd ^f d«M!far, iil lli«t kft hiMSKHUiF Wlkca tiie wmU 

ei ; tkefcene miOht^ t^hftHged-; tto S^Boa^ tWMchaft pr«» 
Ibm t)sa^sfi€$i^ tfadfe 6hjfA»t ^1 te di%«ed* You will 

pearedfo gfMd, fo iIk<^iiA2«» a» It wall cboo onlf for liw 
Me of ihe^ world; ef^htyt ^ i&nmiB, nM. m icMOgoi 

Vocr wit] DO iM^r Snd aH^ ^K^ligi l«at In f0Ui liS^ krt 
Wftte ^rob fh^H iiaVlf dotte f6if God ; AdtblDg priibvmnkyi 
Biii^ wbfks of hkh9i&i6t pi&^ ; fidCllbig gTAitv but what wiil 
merit etermtf ; attdf a firigli^ dfb]^ (»t^ edld waU!» ift the santf 
df Jelas Ghfift, a fingte t<^4ifedf ii^ his fM^eilne^ and the 
ftfgtM!e4 mortiikafioa foltetedi^rMs^ fske, will all d{i]iearf 
iixore preriom, ni^6 eftkiiatrle tc^ yd«K, tkan-^tttbe wM4 
ders wfaieh fche world tdnMte$;tiid #bich Aalt |Mriil wiih hi 

' Not that the dying finiKfr findiri Mly care^ at)d anxktiel^ 
tiirowi^ away in bis pdl Kfc, he ftods the nemoiMbvancO 
Skewirte of his pleafures i hut this vi»ry r^fti^mbi^aMe de^ 
ftreCfes and oven^^idn)^ hin^: PIdiforefli, whkil^ hdf^ M«* 
iSatl only for a moment : He noW' pere^iv^S' flM he hat 
fac^ificed his foul, and his eternal welfare, to afbgitivtf 
moment of paffion and voluptuoufnefs. Alais ! lite had 
^pe»red too lon^ to himv to bft edfireiy ^o^fecfased to 
God : Be was afraid to- adopt too- ew^ly tk^ fide of rinwi 
M^ he (faOtiM he unable .t^AippOit its dui^ibd, iti^weai&4 
oefsj and its confequences» Ho lo^lJed -forwttid to the 

yeara 
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y«u» faeitiadi ikji) to run, i^ ^ aii immeiife fpac«, tbr430^ 
yrhkh h^ mkiA. travel «iii4er th9\«:eighi of the Crofs; aod 
Itpmiiidr fr<M fih^s Mr<lrl4*i i^ilte;P^^<:e of Chriftii^ 
w^rksi This idea ab&eh^d^lwa^^&fuTp^^ded his good 19^ 
ieitiiDiiiLii and ix^ ordcar tQ: i^t«ini to Gjod, he waited the 
kft ftagd df; life, as iihe.oM.lii which perfeverance is motif 
ceitaiii. What a f^rprife ;ih this tail hour, to find,; that 
what lad to.him appeared: £o4qag*'ba$ in reality been but 
m infiant ;- that bis infiMaey and old ^e £p nearly ;touch each 
odier, that they only. for0i,;as,Xl93>^y fay,, one day ^ and that^ 
from his mother's hreaft, bn haa made^ but one flep tq^arda 
the grave. Nor is this the. .bittc^re^ pang which he eaperu 
«nces in the remembrance of bis pleafures: they have 
yaaiibed like. a dream; but he, who formerly da^naued an 
bonoor to bimfelt from Uieir gratification, is now.cqvered 
withcoBfafion and. (hame at their recoUeSion: So.nian)r 
flumefiil exceffes; fuch weaknefs and deba^ch^; He« 
who piqued himfelf upon reafon, elevation of mipdy and 
llaoghtinefs towards fnan; O my God ! he then findf bim-» 
tielf the \yeakeft, the moft. dcfpicable of finners J Appa« 
v^itly,. perhaps^ a life of j>rudence, yet funk in all the in^ 
fony of the fenfes, and the puerility of the paffions ! A 
life of gldFy in the eyes qt mtn; but in the fight of God, 
the m^ fliameful, the moft deferving of contempt and 
dtfgrace! A life, whi^h. fupcefs, perhaps, had continually 
•cccwipanied ; yet, neymfaelefs, in private, the jnoQ, ab«. 
iard, the .moft trifling, the moft deilitute of reflection ^d. 
wifdom I 

^ Pieafuresi i^ a wprd, which have been the fource of air 
his chagrins ; which haye empoifoned every enjoymei^ of 
life ; whicb have cha^g^ his bappieft days into days of 
madnefs and tom^itatififti* . 

Pleafurea^* 
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Plcrfiflres, for which he 'has ever psiid dear ; md of whiek 

Ise has never experienced but' the anxieties |kndb'd^ibitt^4 

nefs: fiicfa are theffoundatiohs'dl iJiis frivohms^happiaefiii 

Mh paffions* alone have rendered iile ibi|bf^hfe«>bjiri^.«nl 

the iwily niioments of tranqmHily be 4iSm enj^yed^ in 4hft 

Wblolh conVfe of his life, arie tfadfe^ invv^hi<^ bii heart hat 

teeh' ffieltered froth 41rei'r infld^nee.' 'THr dtfys M ixxf 

'pleafures afre ffedl, fays tlien ih& fifiner tp hilnfeif, hot isn f 

dil^bfition of riiintf V^y ' diflfei-^nt-frdniJ ihste of .Jobf 

^Thife dayis whicH hrfve octJafloned alhh<f0nt>ws^of ray 

'«• Hfe'V'l&y vrbititi ^my reft has been broken^'aiKl the,; crim 

'"^^'ftnihefi ti^f "the hight cheDged inio «be blacfc^ft^ihcw^ti 

**<afid une^fiii^flfes^- Yet'nev^ GrautGod! Tbo* 

♦• Vik ftiil piiiiifh the forroWi anfd dMliefies of mynnfeitUN 

*« na^'^fe ! iAH thb bitternefs^ of »n^ paflidnsiiSihArkfid 

^* againdnie in the bo^ of thy wratH; an4-^iou{irefRireft 

** for me, in addition to gratifications which have always 

•** be^ the fourceot all itiy i^feries, a milery wftfaoittimd« 

'^*ahdbbtiiidleft;^' ' : v . v» v r -■•.•■i i.- cm,^ f^l:,. -f 

' ■ '■'-' ■ • ■' ''-' ,^ r^l[^^> ■■I ■/,,,.! -rA u ■ ' ' \ 

'Behold 'What the expiring finner expenentes to the re*' 
ibi^mbrahce of the paftt Crimes, which ihi^ etidixie jiol* 
tytr^j the Weakneffes of • chiWIiobd ; the diiipatiohs eft 
yoiith; the paffions and the diforders of a more advincedl 
period ; what do I khdw, perhaps even the-'fiiameliil cx> 
iteffes of a Hctfntions old ag^. • Ah! 'xtiy terethrenv whiift 
in h^hh^ we perdeiv^ oniy the furfticeof o«irconfct€n;ce:: 
•We fecal only a vague and'conftifed remembrance of our 
life : We fee only the paffions which afinallf 'Ctichasti uri 
a cot^plete Kfe« fpeiit in the habits of iniquity; Appears to 
us only a fingle crime. But on the bed of deaibi the 
darknefs fpread over the confcience of the finner is diilipa- 
tcd^ The more he fearches ■ into his^ heart, the nu>re docs 
he diicover new ilains > the deeper he enit^s into thai 

abyfe. 
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fbybf Vxi Hiofe 4& MMr ^opileirt; of fap^r^r pr^ffyot; ^H?®-^ 
JU»t8 to&iar Bgbtp ih is Ji|i| iA ^b^ ch3o$, s^nd Juiows ng^ 
bow; to proc^. . T0. ^nUghtfin }t, an tnim J^yrlik 
ktmM'i^ '^eSiOji AUi%i wd iime flies i fc^cdy 4aa 
fmwmoiwmt^ now rema|9 to hii9«.aod b«» j»i;4.p^€;jpi^9tf 
m conleffioQ* for wkif^k tk^ gri^ateft leifuf^ W9.M^4 ^ilv 
fiiffictf» aod which gsiD prec^d^ hift ^ in&^ ihi^ ^wfifl 
jud^sien^ of %ht jn^m of Qocl^ Al|w I we pffca co|[v 
piaiti, during Ute» of a. treacherous memory^ that nr^Joi^- 
fet evory thing ; that the inipiiler ^f Qoi is un^er tbene^ 

Icnow aad to judge 0f otii-fiiives* Kut in tbatlal|:.^)onieiit, 
«be ex pimi^g fiimer fh%M if^nire n^ a(&.(i;an<^ to recal the 
^aMtaohrmEict of bis €ri«ies : The juftjoe c^f Qod, wlych 
bad ddi«ei«d htm up^ duriog heallh to aU the profuodity 
l^f bis darknell^ wUl thea ^alight w hu9 ip.bis w^attlf 

. Mnry Hdng areitn4 hit bfd of i^^ awakeiu tbe: i»- 
-roembrance of fome new crime; fervants^ wbon;L: he h«f 
fcandalized by bis example ; children, whom he has ne- 
f^iefied; a wife» ^fhoa^ he has readered^mifeirabie by un- 
Ucwbjl attacbmenl ; minifters of the churchy whom he has 
iefpifed ; riches, whiqb he has abiifrd ; the luxury whicji 
fiirrounda him, for whic:h thepporand bis creditors have 
fbffered ; tbepride and magnificence of his edifices, which 
have been reared up upc^n the inheritance of the widow 
and the orphan* oi; p^haps by tb^ public calamity : every 
thing, in a word, ^he heavep^. apd the earth, fays Job» 
fiiall reveal his iniquity, mi rife up ^g^inil him ; flx^I rec^l 
to him the frightful hiftory of bis paiSons, and of bis 
crimes* 

Thus, the repoUeflton of tbepaft forms one of themoft 
dreadful fiiualions of the tsxpiring fimer i becanfe in it he 

finds 
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lnd« nothing but labours loll ; pleafures, which Tiave been 
aiffipated the moment almoft of their exiftence; an! 
crimes which flxall endure for ever, * 

• But thelcene» around him arc not leFs gloomy to this un- 
fortunate foul: His furprifes, his reparations, his changes^ 

His furprifes. — ^Hehad always flattered himfdf, that th6 
hour of the Lord would not Furprife him. Whatever had 
been raid to him on the fubjeft from the pulpit, had not 
'prevented him from afluring himfelf, that Kis cohfcienci 
jhould be properly arranged before the Arrival of this dread- 
ed moment ; he has reached it, however, ftill loaded with 
all his crimes, without preparation, without the pertbrm- 
ince of a lingle exertion towards appeafing the wrath ot 
the Ain^ighty ; he has reached it, while he leaft thought 
of it, anid he is now to be judged^ ' 

His lurprifcs. — God ifrikes him in the zenith of his pal- 
fions ; in the time, when the thoughts of death were moft 
<liftant from his mind ; when he had attained to places he had 
long ardently ftruggled for ; and when, like the foolifli 
tnan in the gofpel, he had exhorted his foul to repofeitfelF, 
and to enjoy in peat'e the fruit of its labours. It is in this 
moment that the juftice ot God furprifes him ; and he fees 
life, with every imaginary hope of happinefs, blalted for 

His Ibrprifes. — He h on the brint of the gulf, and the 
Almighty willeth that no one fhall dare to inform him^of 
his iituation« His rdations flatter him ; his friends leave 
him undeceived : They already lament him, in fecret, as 
dead, yet they continue to fpeak of his- recovery ; they 
deceive hmii in order that be may deceive Umfelf. Tfie 

Vol. h Mm Scriptures 
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Scriptures muil be fulfilled : The finner muft be taken bj 
furprife in this laft moment : Thou haft faid it, O my 
God ! and thy words are the words of truths 

His furprifes. — ^Abandoned by all the Tuccours of art, 
delivered up alone to anguiih and difeafe, he fiill canndt 
perfuade himfelf that death is near : He flatters himfelf— - 
be flill hopes : The juftice of God, it would feera, leavies 
him a remnant of reafon, for the fole purpofe of feducing^ 
himfelf. From his terrors, his aftonilhment, his inquie-i 
tudes, we fee clearly that he ftill comprehends not the ne- 
ceflity of death. He torments, he agitates himfelf, as if 
by thefe means he could efcape death ; but his agitations, 
are only occafioned by regret for the lofs of life, and are 
not the tSe&s of grief, for having wickedly fpent it. The 
blinded finner muft be (o to the end; and his death muft be 
fimilar to his life. 

In a word, his furprifes. — He fees n6w that the world 
has all along deceived him ; tluit it has continually led him 
from illufion to illufion, and from hope to hope ; that 
things have never taken place exa£Uy as he bad promiied 
himfelf; and that he has always been t^ie dupe of his er- 
rors. He cannot comprehend how his blindnefs could 
poflibly be fo conftant ; that ior fuch a feries of years he 
could obftinately continue to make fuch facrifices for a 
world, for mafters, whofe only payment has been vain 
promifes ; and that His entire life has been one continued 
indifference on the part oi the world to him, and an intox* 
ication on his to the world. But what overpowers him is^ 
^ the impolfibility of remedying the miftake ; that he can 
die only once ; and that after having badly run his race^ 
he can no more recal the paft, or, by retracing his fieps, 
undertake a new trial. Thou art juft, Q my Godf and 

thou 
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tliOtt willeft that the finner Ihould in advance pronounce 
againft himfelf, in order that he may afterwards be judged 
Srom his own mouth. 

The furprifes of the dying (inner are, therefore, over- 
whelming ; but the reparations which take place in that 
moment are not lefs fo for him. The more he was attached 
to the world, to Hfe^ to all its works, the more does he 
Tuffer when a reparation becomes inevitable: Every tie, 
which now muft be broken afunder, becomes a wound 
which rankles in his heart : Every reparation becomes a 
new death to his mipd. 

Separation from the riches which, with fuch conftant and 
laborious attention, he had accumulated, by means, per* 
haps, repugnant to falvation ; in the pofleflion ot which 
he obftinately perfifted, in fpite of all the reproaches of 
his confcience, and which he had cruelly refufed to the 
neceffities ot his brethren. They now, however, efcape 
from him: The mafs of earth is diffipated before his eyes ; 
his love, his regret for their lofs, and the guilt of having 
acquired them, are the only remaining prools that they 
were onee in hk pofTeiCon. 

Separation from the magnificence whith furrounds him r 
From his proud edifices, in whofe (lately walls he once 
fondly believed he had erefied an afylum againfl; death : 
From the vanity and hixury of his furniture, of all which 
no portion (haH now remain to him, but the mournful 
cloth, which is to encircle him in the tomb : From that air 
of opulence, in the midft of which he had always lived. 
All efcape from him; all abandon him ; and he begins to 
look upon himfelf as a ftranger in the midlt of his palaces ; 
where indeed he ought always to have cbnfidered himfelf 
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,9S Xiich; « aa iiziI;nowii^ who no Imger p^Sffiev. iHq^ 
thing there ^ as an uofortuoate wretch, whom tho^ ar« 09 
the point of ftrippfaig before his eyes, and vfliom they only 
allow to gratify his fight with the fpoik ior a little while, 
vx Of do: to augment hi« regret^ smd bis puniAimeni. 

Separation from bis honours and oiSces, which he leaves^ 
perhaps to 2 rival ; to which he had at laft attaine4> hy 
wading through fo many dangers, fo many anxieties, fi^ 
ifiany meannefles, and which be bad enjoyed with fo xjomh 
infol^ce and pride» He i» already 00 the bed of de^^ 
ftript of all the marks of his dignities,, and of all his titles^ 
preferving that of finner alone, which he in vain, and 
|iow too late, beftoi^s upon bimielf^ } Alas I in this laft 
moment, he would gladly embrace the moil fervile condi> 
f ion ; he would accept, as a favour^ the moft obfcure and 
the moft. grovelling ftation, could but bis days be prolgng* 
<d on thefe conditions : H^ envies the hi ot bis %v<pft» 
whom he teavrs behind him : He rapidly advances towards 
' death, and turns back his eye) with regret,, to take a lii3>-^ 
gering laok of Ufe» 

Separation from his body, for whofe gratification h» 
Iiad always lived, and with which, by favouring all ita 
paffions, he had contra^ed fuch lively and intimate ties. 
He feels that the boufe of mud is crumbling into duft ; he 
feels the approaches of death in each of his fenfes ; he n<» 
longer holds to life^ but by a carcafe which moulders away ; 
by the cruel agonies which his dife^fes make him feel ; by 
the excefs of his love for it, ^and whicb become more live*, 
ly in proportion as he advances towards the moment of. 
reparation. From his relations, from hk friends, whom 
be lees furuounding bis b^d> and whoC^ tears and lamenta- 
tions wring his heart, and make him cruelly feel theanguiib 
9f loofing them for ever. Separation 
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; Sepaiatton^from the worl4» wfaera he had eojoyecl fe nuu 
ity diftinguiOied offices; where be b»deftabliihed,aggiBa^ 
difed, a^d arrange bimfelf» as if it had been intended for 
tbe place of his eternal refidence ; from the world, fit 
whole fmiles he only lived i on whofe ftage be had aver 
I ^em pne of the principal a6^ors ; in whofe tranla6tiona 
)ie had always taken iuch an a&ive part, and where he had 
figured with fo mach fplendour, and fo many talents, ta 
render himfelf confpicuous in it. His body now i}uits it ; 
but h^ heart and all his afie^Hons are centered in it ftill : 
The world dies to him, but he himfelf, in expiring^ dies' 
aot to the world. 

Then it is that the Almij;hty is great, in the eyes of the 
expiring (inner. It is in that terrible moment, that the 
whole world crumbling, difappearing from his fight, he 
fees only God, who remaineth, who fiileth all, who atone 
cbaogeth not, and paifeth not away. Formerly he ufed to 
complain, with an impiiHis and ironical air, that it is very 
dificult to feel any fervent emotions for a Cod whom we 
fee not, and not to love beings whom we perceive^ and 
-wbointereft all our fenfes. Ah! in this laft moment, he 
(hall fee only God : The hitherto Invifible will now be 
vifible to him ; his fenfes, already extinguitbed, will reje£l 
all fenfual objefls ; all fhall vaniih around him ; and God 
wiH uke the place of thofe delufions, which had mifled 
and deceived him through life* 

Thus every thing changes to this unfortunate wretch ; 
and th^e changes* with his feparations and furprifes, oc- 
cafion the laft bitternefs of the fpe&acle of death. 

Change in his credit and in his authority. — From the iho. 
ment that nothing farther is to be expe£led from his life, 

the 
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the world ceifes to reckon upon him : His pretended 
friends yithdraw; his dependents already feek, elfewhere^ 
other proteftors, and othermafters : Even his flaves are em- 
ployed infecuring to themfelves, after his death, an eftab^^ 
JiOiment which may fuit them ; fcarcely does a fufficienlf 
number remain around him to catch his laft fighs. Alt 
abandon him ; all withdraw themfelves : He no longer feci 
around him that eager crowd of wor&ippers ; it is a fuc-' 
ceflbr, peiiiaps, upon whom they already lavifh the fara<? 
atteticions; whilfthe, fays Job, alone in the bed of his an J 
guifl), is no longer furrounded but by the horrors of death ;' 
already enters into that frightful folitude which the grave' 
prepares for him, and makes bitter refle£):ions on the iii- 
tonftancy of the world, aiid the little dependence to be 
placed on men. 

Change in the public efteem, with which lie had been fo, 
fettered, fo intoxicated. — ^Alas! that world, by which he* 
had been fo celebrated, has already forgotten him. The 
change which his death ihall neceflarity occafion in the 
fcene, may perhaps engage, for a few days, the public at-, 
-tention ; but this ihort interval over, and he fball be plung- 
ed in oblivion ; fcarcely will it be remembered that he 
has exifted : Every tongue will now be employed in cele- 
brating the abilities of a fucceflbr, and exalting his cha- 
ra6ler, upon the wrecks of his memory and reputation. He 
already perceives this negle£): ; that he has only to die, and 
the blank will fpeedily be filled up ; that no veilige of him 
ihall even remain in the world ; and that the upright alone, 
who had feen him furrounded with all his pomp, will fay 
to thenifelves. Where is he now ? Where now are thofe 
flatteries which his greatnefs attra£ted ? Behold to what the 
world coadufis, and what is to be the portion of thofe who 
fervc ill 

Change 
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Change in his body. — ^That flelh, which he had flattered, 
idolifed fo much ; that vain beauty, which- had attxaQed to 
many glances, and corrupted fo many hearts, is already but 
afpe£lacleof horror, whofe fight is hardly fuppprtable; it 
is no longer but a carcale, which is approached with dread« 
Xhat unfortunate creature, who had lighted up fo many un* 
juft pa(fion$, Alas! his friends,. hi« i:elations, even bi^ 
flayes avoid him, conceal themfelves, dare not approach, 
tiim, but with precaution, and no longer beftqw upon him 
but the common offices of decency, and even tbefe with 
reluftance- He himfelf flbrinks with horror, and fliudders 
at himfelf. I, fays he to himfelf, who formerly attrafled 
every look :. «*I call my fervants, ^nd they give. me no an- 
** fwer : . My breath is corrupt ; my days are extini^ ; the 
•« grave is ready for me.'* — Job xix. 17. 

Laftly, change in every thing which forrounds him.— 
His eyes feek fome reiling plac/e, fome objefi; of comfort^ 
and. no where do they find but the dreary reprefentations o| 
death. Yet even ftill, the remembrance ot the paft, and^ 
the vievr of the prefent, would be little to the expiring 
finner ; coiald he confine himfelf to thefe, he, would not be 
fp completely miferable ; but the thoughts of a futurity 
convulfe hiv with horror and defpair. That futurity, that 
incomprehenfible region of, darknefs, which he now ap-^ 
proaches^ confcience his only companion : That futurity, 
that unknown land from which no traveller has ever re- 
turned ; where he knows not, whom we fliall find, nor 
what awaits him : Tha^ futurity, that tathomlefs abyfs, ii\ 
which his mind^is loft and bewildered, and into which he 
muft npw plunge, ignorant of his deftiny : That futurity, 
that tomb, that refidence of horror, where he muft now oc-. 
cupy his place amongft the ajObes and the carcafes of hia 
aotceftors: That futurity, that incomprehenfible eternity, 

evea 
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even the dfpeQ of which he cannot fupport : That fiitunly, 
in a word, that dreadful judgment to which, before thfc 
wrath of God, he muft now appear, and render an account 
of a life, of which every moment altnoft has been occupied 
by crimes. Alas ! while he only looked forward to this 
terrible*" futurity, at a diftance, he made an infamous boaft 
of not dreading it : He continually demanded, with a tone 
of blafphemy and'dcrifion. Who is returned from it? fife 
ridiculed the vulgar apprehenfions, and piqued himfelf u|f« 
on his undaunted courage. But from the moment thit 
the hand of Crod is upon him ; from the moment that 
death appfoaches near, that the gates of eternity opeh 
to receive him, and that he touches upon that t^rff- 
We futurity, againll which he feemed fo fortified ; -ah ! he 
then becomes either weak, trembling, diflblved in tears, 
raifing up fuppliant hands to heaven, or gloomy, filent, 
agitated, revolving within himfelf the moft dreadful 
thoughts, and no longer expe6ling more cohfolation or 
mercy, from his weak tears and lamentations, than frbth hl$ 
frenzies and def^air. ' . - 

Yes, my brethren, this unfortunate wretch, who liad af-* 
ways lulled himfelf in his exceOes ; always flattered hM-» 
felf that one good moment alone was necelRry, one rehti* 
rocnt of compunflion before death, to appeafe the angti* 
of God, defpairs then of^his cletofency. In vaifi isbetold 
of his eternal mercies i he feels to what a degree he is un- 
worthy of them: In vain the minifter of the church en- 
deavours to footh his terrors, by opening to him the Bo- 
fom of his divine mercy ; thefe promifes touch him little, 
becaufe he knows well that the charity of the churcfii 
which never defpairs of falvation for its children, canrioit, 
however, alter the awful judgments of the juftice of God. 
tn vain is he promifcd fbrgivenefs of his crimes \ a fecret 

and 



kn^'^ikihle Vdtefe ^fdv^dl fn^ the ImMh ^ %h hwmt^ 
tad iffcNi iiiftiv iiiai^tei« fe tto MvaitiM f dt cbe inipi<m4 

M^HAi ^flfei« td tlfe ^n^ : he tegiirdft ttieiH d» ileQiaMt if«k 

befiawed more for the et»hft4«^oili of Xhte iMf%, tfaah fltflft 
any profpe£l of utility to thofe who are departing. Ser« 
t«llitl df J jfus Chriit iAt4 calkd in tdTuppbrt ht^ tH ti^4aft 
ttbitmn^i • i^ilft kH %e U «Aabted t^ 46t, is itfcmly vo dAvf 
WMr^lk^ Wi^A^tkiltxkemtt»y ci Us'^m^rilU ftkviAk 

kft (tg(isi iarid he%fit^ iiway fr&tfi thuiihts tyei-, bte^i^ 
kt^dsftiil ^TAii&^^fa "dkit tfemmbt^c^ M hit ^tirS^is'. 
Omtku koM/^Wtt; ippir«adi6tf t Ths nlitii^ft^i- ;^t^d«a^>!i^i %^ 
ftq|»{k>Vt> fey prayer^ thai fpai^k d( lil^ w^il^ Klill j^todbs ': 
^ Diepartt C*ri(liAn feill,*' f«ys life : Ife ftyii hot to ftiftiv 
IPi^ri^ gfatidet eC iti^ weHd, <depiifti During hU lif^ 
the public monuments '^inei*^ bat^ty fiilikfent tor tb^ fHJih^ 
ber and pride of his titles : In this la& moment, they give 
Mm that titte atoftd a/A^ih he hiid i^c^iVl^d id iftp^fm ; the 
tulyimk oci whith he ha»d paid W ait«t>tio^, 4tld the onlf 
Me Mrtitoh tan Tdnaili to ^A f&r ^Vef^. i^pah ,• ChHftiSA 
foul. Alas ! hie badliv^d as if the body had UrikitA tiis oii*^ 
hr being and t^reafim : He bad e^^ iried id perfuade kiliii* 
fell, that bis foul w«» hiiefaiiig t That man i& Gait a (5mnp<N 
ition of lleifa and fetood, and thai every ttriMgfs^riAe^ iviih 
t»'t Hn is tidW lufbfilAred, that it is bill bddy^ whi€hi« 
tMtmg but a fnorfel of ^iay^ new on the f<:)»i!t of ctunft^ 
btidg m6 pieces ; and ttiai his only imnlorlal b^ing^ if 
tbat feul» that irii^ 4>f the I^ivinity, thii^ imelfigett^v 
alone capable et* knowing and loving its Ci^eatdn v^hicti 
ii&w preparea lo 4|uit its earthly toa^fioii, AfAkppm be^- 
VoLt I. N n lore 



lore bi« awful tribtuial. Depart; ChriAiaiifouK Y^jiii 
jookcd upon the jcaith as your conntrx ; add ii waKOfilyw» 
'l^lace qI pilgrioK^et from wlikh ^jrou . umlli ^l^ait x Jkf^ 
Clmrcb ttioi^jbt to have aanoan^d-glad tid»ig$ lo yM» ||» 
«Xf)imkmof yMrcxileniest, in atnuwiiiei^g die.€U4i|liK 
iiim^f your eartUy bame: Alasl wbA ii<m^yhm0tfs^ 
ioelaiipbdyaid ifightful tytwtt and op^qs the eoip»piQa9M»* 
«mt oi yoiU'siufa^ 

* ". . " • ' • ' *. 1. 
. Depart ihett, Cbriftian font* Soul nftrked wilkiA# 
Jeal of OdvaU^m which you have efl&ced. RadfeiwI jy 
Iha blood of Jefus Cbnft» wboi& you have trampled imdor 
fod: Purified by th^ grace: of regeneraiioiu wlMh fad 
have a tboufand times ftained ^ eajigbteiied by . the Ugfat^vof 
the fMihv whkb you havf idways rejftEledi loaded w^aS 
Ac i«b4^ mercies, of HeatQiif wbicb youha:w.ali|ri^^ii«j^ 
worthily profaned* Depart, Chriftiaiiiottk Cet, aodriSM^ 
ry before Jefus Cbrift that auguft title, which flipuld have 
be^D th^ iUuftripus ppuirk of yourfalvation,^ bufwhish Motf 
becomes the great^ft of ypur crimes^ ; ,i\% 

Then, the expiring fiiiner, no longer .findiog intbcffiy 
n;&embrance of the paft^ but regrcM w)ucbo>mi«iheliiikhttiid; 
|x| all which takes place around him,, but imi^ i«bidb 
afflifl hiiQS In the thoughts <>f futurity, but faorrois wbicb 
appal him : No longer knowing to whom to haverecourfejL 
neither to created beings, who now leave him ; nor totha^ 
wor)d, which vamlhes ; nor to men, who caunot fave4iiflS 
from death ; uor ,to the Juft God, whombe looks ^pofraaat 
declared enemy, and from whom he has no indulgencft4fl» 
expe£l ; a tboufand horrors occupy his thoughts | be tor4 
ments, he agitates bimfelf, io oirderto fiy fnom dea^h whichs 
grafps him, o^ 9t leall to % from himielf : From his expnwt 
ing eyes^ ^flue fomathimi I knoiMr jtiot what Oif, dack imdt- 

jgloKHny. 
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^sgtoma^ yi^hidk tTtptt^Tti the {mf of Mi'fdtlt^; inbisvi* 
.'^^ftv lie uttm ' wo#di intcmipt<ed hf46h$^ Wkieb are unu 
«&Mtiigibte; aadk to Whkh' A^ know not whctlier repen^^ 
4»ci»^r <te%«k gtirB» UiUk He u {iliEdfri^tl^cMinilfioiis ^ 
fsilridiid»jy' atiKignonint whetiict to afbribe to die iAtt^I 
«4iCoiiiilw «Pliferl^ .^p to fhe feut wMch M$ the a{lii 
ftmob bl itt JudgerBb 4eepry{il^; and .they hiio«i 
m* .ifiMher the iivmembrance of hid paft criinef» 0» the 
eltffekac qi|ittiiigUfiB^:f(»rees from him fochfroanioiaii. 
fttift^.! Ai-kft^ in tbfr imdft^ bfithiefe nela^ocholy ester.' 
tiont^ hiir eyes fix, his features change, his counteimn^b 
•iiccottes disfigiued, his Uvid iips convulfiveiy feparate; 
kH vtlMrio firvmerijaivers^aod, by this Ifirft* elKrt, his un- 
fwiniiiirffaal ttfsurt itfdf rekifhrntly ffOm tbar body Of • clay,; 
, Ittrmtv tbe bands of its God, mi finds MeH atone at th« 
fiiot:ol«tbo4wf«l 4nbiinaU 

r '.MybMbreii, in this m^ttner do tfaofeevphv who forgets 
^beur Creator diirtiig JHo. ' Thesihall you yiMiirfelves dte^ 
if' yottc crimes accompany you to tfaat.iaft momenu ^ 
i,> • .... .1 ' • . .^ - .r .A , ■• ■' •• 

t Mffwf thing wiltchangfe in your eyef^i and y^uft^ll nbt> 
change yoarfelvea r' . You'fiiaU die, and yoii^fiialb die in <iiv 
ail yott have Kred ; and your death vriU be fimiiar to ybur 
Uk^.^ Preyenii tbi^ mifery^ O tity bretfafen; live the Sfe 
^'thfi righteous; mA your death; fimiiar^ to tbefis,. wilt^ 
^ afcotyipanied wi^bjtiy, |>eaceilaiid coosfol^^db .Thisf 
if. mhat I mean to expl9i{( in the> fij^tad |>kit of tJ^ia Difw^ 



i P^kRT ILr^> kA<yv; that t^fin porAq moft upright fioiuisvt 
thfsrp is always fooKthing teiidfble in dfeatk; The judgments, 
of Qod| M»hofi^ pfof^und; fecreey they dread | the darkneC: 
ijilli <)f Un^ir, QWiit CQI^fcience, iiL^which^tbey^ coritinuaHy^^ 

. , figure- 



S^^iQithfiorn'm ^^ finite^ im¥j$ (^i^fAirngbir 

horsar mig feed fioii t^ pffmi AU tfeefe o^siten dfllitl^tcihe 
ia< fo'nmcb» fitet:aii.$t^ 1f^ by%: the mo^ nft^i^t^timtt^ 

iimf^ ' ' 1 .• • ,:, • ■ . ■• -» '^^ /-'■'> 

. lit is. nothtb ii:^» b^wevc^^frih^t^iirtlMm,. gnlce tilw fiU 

and is -that: ni^iiftpi^ whether th^y recal*Uie pi^ ^xmfidbi 
tfaeprefent, or look forward to ^futtimi Ae^Iiftid; ttf 
the remembrance of tliepaft, the end of their troubles ; iti 
^ coiifiderai^ipnol^Grprefimi^ ahoveby^' wEiGhinib^ear' 
«)iem witb.a:hQly;jc^ ;; lit thsir' viemi toinQhds<tite fimifel 
the certatntyt'ofvanoittt^ty^ nrhichiilte tbeoi'initfaTapHkre^ 
in fo much, that the fame fituations, which are the occafioti 
oE defpiiirtqthis 4yiiig finneri ii^coine:tlie^aii?al|imAnt 
i^cc <^ (f^miblation to Ae fUthfubKul. v. ->■ ^« 

lifa);^ KAethenthifey ttc# the pafti:5iA&i*fie<*j, my bl«^ 
tHren,, %ure< to jnourfelvW a rightebot ;c>hara£i:^ • on-^Ife 
lied 6f dtea^ who bai^iong, by thepraiaiceof Ghriftisi# 
yfotls; prepai»d> JiUn£rifif6r this hft !|iotnent^ has^aiaai^^ 
a treafure of righteoufnefs, that he may not appear wnptyi* 
handed in the pretence of his Judge ; and has lived in faith, 
tbatihe rtay die in: peace^ and» {n^^l^tl^'dcnfolationsof 
bope : Rgjure to yourtHves-thisfcwU re«ch5ng ait laft thai* 
final hoar j 6f whicfehe hadrncw»ldftifigfeli,and' 'it'itb^Mch^ 
.}iel»daIwaysv€0]indacid;ail:tbe'troubk«i alh tiid wiHitii^»' all^ 

ihe 






and.vdM^ »« pimfe Ite,;:i»»i«i|flioc tbe wnrU^ anc} alC its 
cbarins* Butoii tbe bed of death^. themoA Iboidixpg.sQfc 
Sufiifiataa fftidifuli foiUi 10 tbeitioftitibranas q£ whatste 
Im foffomd' .ft>r. bift^ Gad. Hs (jam coippebmdBi all : ib« 
feiOiilfc.cii ivmkeivsc^ ami ^how; abfiird* men, vam, to difpiUn 
INA CkvitvaunDtoesttiaf QQnfti»iitr^.vdiich..will(be«nlnde<l 
^ lbO:JrQKMifmi&ia£ aifeiicttjr'^kfaoiit.em^ ^ 
saeafure. For then, .bt«;iz0n&ilatjoai9» thai:faebas^faqrifr- 
^ed pnly the gratificatiQns of a moment, of which there 
imllid] odiy: romaif^ tci hinr nsm^ tfaeooiiiiafibxi' and the 
iltt|i4^ibj^..Whlitl(.ttf bftiBiight(ba^fuffEred>for' the woski^ 
Kmiii6k.iit.thtft .iMoaenl :be) loft tQi.inii»;f on ^th^tcomrarpv 
tbitlJl^fqaiiUeiiifafferuigitor.God^ aitdary aimoitificfl»kiiT; 
j| ,.Ma;Q' pl^^)im.'facj;ificm& air tjnyropevi dMie.tiopreffedr 
K^U ZMsyej be, foi^^otten, » hufc (faalblaft »/biig(as Gbd' him*^ 
f^fr.. . WibM /.eoo£i>b»' himj$v tbatxf ^iitbft bumatiilaxu^ 
dj^ ;9fi|d:e^)(m6nU,.alasxlF an;.the'bad)Ot death, tben&rsi^ 
i»0in;9l9r mor^toi^tlfe fijinm'i whoi Uas./alMHiys :iitdtilgod> iii* 
thm^t thS|n:tpjtfoeLiiigfateaiu liiani who Jus^alwa^siablbinedl 
fxQi9 .tbom^: that they aro e'fualljr pa^ tDtdnBnibody>; 'blit< 
ti)at tbe one fl«l);bi»r Qti5nbaUp;tfae.i§piiltiof<haiuiiif di9)i\ter<-> 
qd)h^ai&if »p; to.ihenou andi:UieioUmitfargk>i7/«f %^iiig^ 
JlAQMTPibow^ta VimqilifkithBttJ. 

;-. ' ;* J . •■. •:* ,. 1 ■• ..' . 

Tkis 
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This is VrHaiidieFaft offers to a bmhfk £duf» on tliii tat 
of death. Suffe^iags^ nffliSipns*' which have tsudiimd fivilL 
M liulet while, and which sire iiqi«t^to be eteri»lly i«iraQ?fe4:S 
The time of da&gers andtmij^tatioiKi paft | the^attneka m^ 
by the world upon hi$ faith at laft terminated f ^tnak m 
which ;hSs innocence had run^fomany riik<i 'atitaftitffiip* 
feared ; the occafiooft in^wiai^ hi^ virtab" had' fa natrl]^ 
^n ihipwrecked, atjaft ior'ever reniovfid ;< tWomdiiiiaj 
fombats which he had tofufia&isagainil hts:p«d^m,ra^:l^ 
toded; and every (^fladewJMch fle{h^and ibldodiofd^^ 
ways placed in the way of his piety» for ever abnibilati^v 
How fweet it is, when fafely arrived in port, to ris^ th^ 
remembrance of pafl dangers and tempeils t W|ien yifictrin 
ous in the iBoe,i how pleafing to retraire, in imjaginalkai^ 
0ur exertions, and tb review tbofe paits of the^oorfe moft^ 
f[iftingui{hed by the toils, die oliiiacles^ and die difficulties 
which have rendered them celebmted. r 

.1 . ."-■'.>. ^ , j» 
The Righteous man then appears to me like another M^^,*: 
JTeS) expiring on the holy mountain, whepe die Lord bad 
xnarked out to himbu^asre % **^ Get th^ up into tbe^moupi^ 
** tain Abarim, and die„''' &c. Deut. xxxii. 49 ; whd be4 
{ore he expired, looking down from that facred place, ^ad^ 
cafting his eyes over that, extent of country, the natioiia ^ 
and kingdoms he had trayerfed* and now leaves behind himi^ :, 
seyiews, in imagination, the nuinberlefidangei:^ hehadef*^; 
caped; his battles with fa 'many 4:on^u^r6d nations; ;< the 
fiuignes of the defart ; the fnaret of Midianrlhe murW.. 
niuj:s md calumnies of bis brethren ; the rocks i^t»i pie-.', 
ces ; the dangers of Egypt avoided ; the waters of the Red*., 
Sea gcjt ,over ; hunger, thicft, and wearim^fs ftniggteit'. 
againft; and touching at laftthe happy term' of to many^ 
labours, and viewing frqm afar that country promifed to 

his 
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liis-iktlKrSy'&e'fiiigs-^ fong of thankf giving dtii) piaifeto 
'(k>d; dies trahrpbrted vrilh joy, both at the remembranek 
^fi ib -Many dangers avoided, and at the profpefl of thsll 
fizceofteSt, >nrbijch thie Lotd (hews him frbm afar; iiiii 
looks upon tthe Holy mountain, whei^ he is to expire, i$ 
tte rdward of his toils, and the happy term <:>f his courfc^* 

Not that the remembrance of the paft, in recaHing to thb 
dying righteous foul the trials and dangers of his paft life, 
does not alfo remind him of his infidelities and wanderings; 
but thefe are errors expiated by the fighs of repentance ; 
tvandcrings which have fortunately been followed by a re- 
newal of fervour and fidelity ; wanderings which recal t^ 
Mm the mercies of God to his foul, who hath made hilf 
ertihes the means of his repentance, his palfions of his 
c'onVerfion, and his errors oi his falvation. The grief for 
his faults, in this lad moment, becomes only a forrow of 
confolation and tendernefs ; and tears which this remem. 
brance draws from him flill, are no longer but the'tears .of 
joy and gratitude. 

Tht former merciei of God to his foul fill him with con* 
Meoc^, and infpire him with a juft hope of more; the 
paft condu3 of God, witU regard to him, comforts hit 
heart, and feems to anrwer for what he fhall experience in 
f idiure. He no longer, as ih the days of his penitence and 
iDOunring, figures to faimfelf the Almighty under: the idea 
of a terrible and fevere judge, whom he had infulted, and 
whom it Mras neccffary to appeafe ; bqt as the Father of mer- 
pes, and a God . of all confolation, who prepares to re- 
ceive him into* his bofom, and there (beker him from all 
his affliaions« 

*• Awake, 



l>tt, Lwrd and Ms Ood^ /* Thou, ^ho iiaft timiftep ^ 
<'* dregs of il» CHptof titnnblii^; thou fiialt!no>iiMMe«tri!ik 
'^^it ^agaiki I thf iAp ii (hy tsrilruliitidii: toe |iaA. ;\ Shake 
/^i^rdf from' thfe d«Ai sqrifir, sod* St dbwii:; loofeti^ 
«« Mi ff bin the bandt ^ thy ficck* O captite flangfater ti 
•• Zion : Put on thy ftrength, put on thy beautiful gar- 
•«* nients : Emer infb the ^erls^i^ joy txfdiy Lord, wlSere 
.*' thou Ihah obtain gladnefs and pea€:e» and forrow tiM 
«^SK>oiitt8g IhaU flccla^way/* Ifakdar U; 17. &c: ' 

. ' Firft ooaliolatibn of the upright: foul in th^ bed of dieatli^ 
Ahe remeinbrance of :the paft;-'-*-But ail whicfa takes place 
around him ; the wprld which flies Ifom him ; aU createi 
beaifgs which difii^car ; all ^t pliantom of vanity whicli 
•vaniihes ; this cbahge, this novelty, is the fource ftiUof a 
Ibou&nd confbiatioiis to bimw 

• We*ha*« juB: fccn, that the defpair of the dying ihiner« 
in viewing what pafTes around him, is occilfioned by hil 
furprifes, his reparations, his changes ; thefc are precifely 
the f<iurces of co'nfolation to the faithful foul in this laS 
aaoraent* NotUng furjprifes him : He is fepairated irddl 
nothing : In bis eyes nothing is changed^ 

, Nothing farprifes faim.-*^The hour of the Lord furpriiM^ 
him noft ; he expefted, he longed for it. The thought ot 
dus I^ moment acdompanied all his afiions, entered into 
all his pvojeds, regulated all his defires, and animated hif 
whole conduft through life. Every houri every tnomttki 
fecmed to him the One which the upright judge had if* 
pointed for that dreadful reckoning, where ^ghteo^tfti^fa 

itfeU 
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itfidftfliaU be judgp^]. Thas had te lived, uifceffimtiy fKe^ 
pariog his foul for that laft hour. Tkui be eacpires» n^ol-* 

^4^>^^^^^^* without furprife or* d^eadi in the peace of 
^ his . Lord ;, death nlsv^r approachidg joeaiev io^ htm' than hm 

MbA always beheld it ; and experiencSiig nd di|bi»ice he* 
twixt\tfae day of hxsi dieatfa, and the (ordinary onet of ;hta 

Befides^ what occafiixa the torpnieiand die4e{paif dC 
the Onner on the bed ot death, is to iee that the world, ia 
^wbich he bad ever.pkced all his coafi&aace, isnolhing, U 
but a dream» wb£ch vanilhes and is annihilaladi.^ ^ 

But the fiithful foiil, in bis laft mimtem; ah! ke4i0es 
the world in the fame^bgbt he had alw^^rs viewed it : aoa 
'fliadow which flitteth away ; asa vapoiMr which deceives- at 
:a difia^ce» but, ! when approadied,- has:neitfaer reality nor 
:fubftance« fie &i^ then the holy jay of ^having eftisaatel 
' rthe . world according to its merit ;. q£ having judged WMh 
|)ropriety ; of never bekig attached to whai^uft one <by 
:flip fromhim in a moment ; aadeif having piacf;d his 4oiu 
jGdence in Godalone, who remainethforever« cttmaUy to 
.yeward thofe who tmft in biia. . . ! 

: How fweet theh toa* faithful foul, ito fay to himleli, I 
Mve; made the happieft choice; how fortosate for nm^ 
Jthal I attached my&flf only to God, fince he al<«ie will en- 
idure to me for . ever 1 My choice was regarded as. i^ielly ; 
ihe world laughed it to. f G<Mm, amd fotuid me whi^fical and 
Angular i^ not cQuformii^g wtykil, u>iH ways : biit tasm 
4hisL;l^ moment verifies alt It is death that, decides <m 
^which fide are: the: wife or tfa«i ioolifli, and which of the 
4W0 has jud^ aright* the worldly or tJsielaitbfal^ 

YoL. L O o . Thus 



Jlm^ cdDes ibfi 'VKprif^ ilbul, on tbii ^ed of iAfAf ; xmr 
-ibe ^orld sod >aU iits glocy. Wben the nriniftersaf il;e 
•cburch comeito.QoiiArerfe >widi(him of 'God» ^nd die jiotb* 
tingiM^fs 0f all luusttB things, theie holy tirvtiiSy fojiew-lb 
llie Anocr ,ih ^t iaft momctot* are fuhj«S:s :fiinit)iar.to bioa, 
.j^/bjcOsiOi ^rbicblie faadni^ver lo&Sghi : IChefe co^olitQcy 
truths are then his fweeteft occupation ; he meditates 4ip- 
on, he enjoys them» he draws them from the bottom of 
.bi9:hrail>':wfadm.the^ ^had always Been cberiflied, to place 
iA^m SvM in hk vxe«r» aad «he fxomemphitn ahem ^ith joj^r, 
;T\ffi mtfitrftgr pi jdfiUrChrift %eaksaio new or ioreign lan- 
guage to him; atlas. ihe^bviguagetof bis be^rt; they aiie 
the fe;ntiments of his whole life. Nothing fooths him fp 
^giMEiob tbejQ, :as *ito<bcar:iifehat God i^pdtdsidf, wbomiie Ihad 
j^ay^. k^yed; tfaofe jetesiiaL iicheid, wdiicii die^bad ahrajis 
jcaiteiod.; tbaiifaap^^oefs of Anofbm littj ifor which 4ie had 
salmraji^ fighed; and ;ibe ixidiiiigppr»:dF that (ttrovM^ wU 
3»Md,diYf»fAJic!ptiod. Alljsidverfnl^fAsjqif conmrfjviiif^l^ 
tbefx)iiie iniiped ta him ; he can iiften 'oUf t& the mercieU 
y0i dae Godsof his lathers^ and he vegyacritbe miwenjKi i|^ 
4i9&9 M^hiohJiiuft neeefirfl)r4)e devoted to4he iiq^alatioQ of 
OKI jeartUhr ^mmfioa^aiid the iucirelfion 4i his anoeftdmu 
Great God ! What knowledge! iWhatipeac«1 What^Ji- 
cious transports ! What holy emotions of love, of joy, pf 
io^fidence, of . tbanMpving,- tlien £li ike >fonl ^Ubis 
,i%bteiHUs chafaflerJ His faith- is^-emcwed ; iiis la^t is^iti^ 
-vig^caled ; liis fervour ii ■ «;xciied ; Im ^onipmdi#ii h ^ 
tvokfiDcd; The aearisr tiie diflcdution 4>f ^ thie ^nhly jmaUft 
iapf foacbes, /the mope ^is fbe^nmr'^aain cbmpieted and pekt. 
leAedl .Hie. move bis manfion of clay crumbles, the m&fit - 
is>hi$ iooi pttfi&dl;a«id^exa]te4c In pro]>or6ton us the-bodjr 
t&Us iiib» JfiMn,^^e.ifiiri4 kdifetigd^d-eMdiwnewed; like 
apureaiid briKaait fban^, ivfaicii afceii^s and ihi|ie$^ forth 
with additional fpliendour,. ^n proportion »» it dilengage^ 
' ^ • kfelf 
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itfl^rbom Ae.resnliils.of inatten \MiicHlh&l(i'ibdoviaiki and> 
a&tbe fubflance:t6 wbicH it; wasiatlacbediistcdniiimed aiidt' 
dJifi||at€dv : t 

A)9fi^ %A;Ilcliri^ai]rfQ&upM Gtddrbtiguerthe fitiwrbA4hct 
hUisA dt9^h I '. They) IrriUte hisn evils ;. hit boadb RtSet^ H)^^ 
tleiHf ^d hisi i;eft.k dSftucbod : Il.beccxmel.n»keflsit^to# 
n^anagp his* weah^fs^ hy Vfenturtngt onljo a* flew wotdsiafi 
lyroper peHcds ;. to^dio it^\Mth precauttbn} loib their bnq^ 
fiiOtildincoH^iiufde hmi. t^dUuft t&e mdmsriti for I^k^i 
Ing: t0 him* of thi&i God>Wfao!isr ready; t<i judges bint) aitdi 
t^tbamt her hal Qever< Uno wn^ / Hblyir artifice^ oi^ cbariicy are! 
r^liiredi, nay d«cepition< is> etrea necei&i;^ Idmrtifiies,. tof 
'make'hhn'beA0v^ai tboughtiupeoil his^falvatiom Ev6nitht» 
lakliflefS' of the cbdreh faAit> itrehpi approadii him,. becoKiM 
tbe^ \<reH knaW tUtt their prefentce is only an intrufiani^ 
I3)^y.^r« ^^leludedi as dtfagreeaUe antkmclaKohoiy pro^i 
ph^9 ;' hiifrilend^arouild(Kim'.carefiiIly/tunx tU^ converia^i 
tioQ'iroiislaWdti'Otf, as!con¥eyitl^tberi]ei^'ofdeatht»a«d}atti^ 
idAftnal fub^ft wtf qK iw^arieiihiai ;i ifaey> ctidea^t^our fa-anUu 
veabis Jpirits^ hy/relatiiig theafibirs^ and't9Siitics''of.>tto 
ag^,. which ha^ engro(fled hiim-dsiting life; Greats God^f 
aiKi; thDapiermiUtftr that this unfortiiriate i^et)cb\flialkbi»ry 
even to dealb^ hU diOike tatrutb;; that: wofidiy^ im^grst 
^(hall ft^l dccuity/ him in this laft^momentT and:th)« die^ 
iIm})Tdmad to f{Kak to hicil* of his <io^^ Wfaboti he^hwaf^ 
ways dreaded to 'ferve^ alid to, hnot^f^ 

But let us^r iKJt* loft fight' oFth€^fefcitbfobf!thtli:Na«^oiv!y^ 
Ke.fee$ notbiitg^on the bed of dieath) which {urprifes faim| 
byut he is likewife feparated fnxix! notiung: which He^lainbista 
or regi^ets. For what* can dea^ frpaiati^^hinff from,* to 
occafiait either rcgfct Or teart ? Fr6m Ihfe^ worfdi?' Alii* 
fromr a worlds ia wbich t^ faadtralwaya Itired asrias^ekiieV 

i» 
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goo ' ' S E It M N X. 

ii wl|ieh be kad fomid only ihaniefu} excefles^ whicfa ' 
grieved his faith ; rocks at which his innocence trem« 
bled ; attentions, which were troublefome to him ; fuh- 
jefiions, which in fpite of himfelf, ftill divided him be- 
twixt heaven and the earth : We feel Kttle regret W the 
lofs of what we have never loved. From his riches and 
wealdi ? Alas ! his treafure was in heaven r His ridies bad' 
been the riches of the poor : He Idfes them' not ; he ohljl^ - " 
goes,to regain them for ever, in thebofom of Cod. ^ FrdmR '■ '^ 
bis titles and his dignities ? Alas f it.isa jroke from wbfchr 
be is delivered : The only title dear to bim, was the *one 
he had received in baptifm, which he now bears totbe^ 
|>refence of . God, and which conftitutes his ckdm to the- 
eternal promifes* From his relations and friends? Alas! 
be knows that be only precedes them by a moment ; that 
death caiinot ftparate thofe whom charity had joined ' 
tipoii the earth; and that, foon united together in. the 
bofbm of God, they Oiall again form the lathe church, ' 
attd the fame people, and Ihall enjoy the delights of an iin* 
mortal fociety • From his children ? He leaves to them the ' 
Lord as aiather; bis example and inftruAions as an in- 
heritance ; his good wilhes and bis bleffing as a final con- - 
folation : And, like David, he expires in entreating for his ^ 
fon Solomon^ not temporal prolperities, but aperfefliheart, 
love oi the law, and the fear of the God of his fathers. 
From bis body ? Alas ! from that body which he had alV 
ways chaftifed, crucified ; which he confidered as his ene- 
Iny ; which kept him ftill dependent upon the fenfes and 
th^flefh ; which overwhelmed him under the weight of fo 
many humiliating wants ; from that boufe of day, which ' * 
confined him prifoner ; which prolonged the days of his-'^ 
banifiiment and his flavery, and retarded bis union with ^ 
Jefus Chrift : Ah ! like St. Paul, be earneftly wiihes ifs^ 
diflblution; It is an itkfbme clothing, from which he tl^ 

delivered ; 



TH£ DEATH OF A SIl^NEll, &C* goi. 

delivered ; it is a wall of feparatibn from his Cod, which 
is deftrgyed ; and which now leaves him free, and qualifi- 
ed to ]z»ke his flight towards the eternal mountains. Thus 
death feparates him frdm nothing, beeaute faith had ailreadf 
ieparated him irom all. 

I do not add, that the changes which take place on the 
bed of death, fo full of defpair to the finnery change no- 
thing in the faithful foul. His reafon, it is true, decays ; but 
jFor aJong time paft, he had fubjeCled it to the yoke of 
iaith^ and extinguiflied its vain lights before the light of 
God, and the profundity of his myfteri^s. His expiring 
eyes become darkened, and are clofed upon all vifible ob- 
je£U; but long ago they had been fixed on the invjfible alone;* 
His tongue is immoveable ; but he had long before planted 
the guard of circumfpefkion on it, and meditated in 
filence the mercies of the God of his fathers. All hit 
fenfes are blunted, and lofe tneir natural ufe; but for ai 
long ume paft, he had himfelf interdided their influence. 
He *]^ eyes, and faw not ; ears, and heard not ; tafte, and 
relifeed only the things of heaven. Nothiijif is changed, 
therefore, tothis.foul,onthe bed of death. His body falls 
in pieces ; all created beings, vanifli from his eyes; light 
retires; all nature returns to nothing; and^ in the midft 
df ^R thefe changes, he alone changeth not ; he alone is al- 
ways the fame. 

How grand^ nnrbrcthreii, does faith render the righteous 
on the bed of death! How worthy of God, of angels, 
and oi men, is the fight of the upright foul in that laft 
moment ! It is then that the faithful h^rt appears matter of 
the world, and of all the created ; it is then, that participating 
already in the greatiiefs and the immutability of the God 
$p whom ]ie is oil |fae eve of being united, be is elevated 

above 



above all; ii>tft0 wortdi. \v^itbout toy\ conu^ior^ *«lhutf^> 
inamortaltrody, wuhQui bem^chairiad toHi.-; iii7tbe;if|td&: 
of bi$ rdati<ms and: frienil&>. witluMH fel^ihg or knofwringo 
them ; in the inldft of the emb^Mrr^fihiQntsi andf chaixgctt 
ivhich his death opens to his fight, withowtvthe:fniaHc& ixh* 
tcrruption to his tranquillity : He is already fixed in the 
hofom of God, in the midft of the de^ru£lion; of all thingf. 
Once more, my brethren, how grand iti i$\ tohavis liycdl^ 
in the obfervance of the law ofr the Lord, and, to . dij?. m^ 
his fjcar! With whal dignity does qotf faith, then difplar)^^ 
ilfelf in the righteous, foul ? It. is the moment of his.glor)r^ 
and triumph ;, it is the centre at which the whole luffrc otk 
his life and of his virtues unite.. ; ^^ 

How beautiful to fete the righteous man,, then movitxg.;^ 
with a tranquil and mageftip peace towards etear^iiljy, !. Aad» 
with reafon did the falfe Prophet, cry out, when he faw thet 
triumphal march of the Ifraelites entering into ihe laad^. oh 
Promife, " Let me die the death of the righteous,, and^letr 
•* my end.be like his." Numbers, xjjciii. lo. ' 

And behold, my brethren^ what completely fills with, 
joy and confolatipn the faithful foul oil the bed of death.:: 
It is the thought of futurity. The finner,. during healthy 
looks forward to a future ftate with a tranquileye; but. in. 
this lafl moment, beholding its approach, his tranquillity. 
is changed into fliudderings and terror. The upright man, 
on the contrary, during the days of his mortal lite,, dwrft 
never regard, with a fixed eye, th^ depth aadithe extent^ 
of God's judgments: He wroug^ out his falyatipr^ with, 
fear and trembling; he fliuddered at the very thought ot 
that dreadful fufurity, where even the juft,, i( judg^<i 
without mercy, fhall hardly be faved : But, , on the bcd.of. 
death, ah ! The God of Peace who difpJays himfelf to hinp^ 

calms 
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THE rMk-mi^^Lfi^mKf 8cc. }ffifH 

Jchangediin^o.a r^ettt ffaop^/ He illriieady pier de^» itHthex- 

i&smuids^ihun, and i&es' the ff^one <rf ghrfy aMd the Scrri 
cf ^Man^Hiis «Fatteifls »i5ght ^ba»d, fca^y tOTcdeive hito 5 
-tfat HmknovtalitoimiTf^ )f«ir ti^hieh-he'^had'tonged^ much*, 
flttidupon wtlnih thn^mini had^iiWays 'dw^lr^ -fhttt Bofy 
^OQv /wfikii^he:)&od9)FIlitt>ftthm filleth H^l&^his ^loiy 
aiui)lu5pr«fiitii!e$ i«»hefi; be iq^aiflo^Mte^h thcf ieli^d: <w^h 2t 
jl^ent 0f ddli^tt, -«l»d'mak«lh>Yhiem 'forever tb^njt^y {he 
tinc^ixipiclibcniUe niches Wkrtqb' 'be' balk 'ptupaa-eti- for^hore 
iwlroloxaeHikitt ;? that dty^^df el* ipc^pk ef <lodV^h^ rcifi- 
.dmioe of the feferts, 4bie *'«bk|itibn <>i Ihe jdft; «bJ df tfie 
Stophei^,'^^^ he 4hi^l ugain fi«d ^kk ibrtth«*n, witli 
«frfaohirtbiiiiitj^4iad utiiMi^ni^tt'tbeeflh^tb;, a^'^'thr tv'honi 
tie ijrai felefe iferfinHf the WftiJei- ^e^dc^ot ^Ke Lord, and 

J . »» . . " • ■ ...... . * ., 

--Ah ! twiM?n(aI{b^«hew2tfift6f»idf 'the^dhu^(% lo aiil 

ftebMce1wldiisf^fo«i?^ tliarifbd hfetir ^is rowfe/^ah^'that -cter- 
Wty'-apptt^tif^htes ^'^beft^^Sw^'c^oWe to tell Mm, -in the natne 
X)* the ^OhtH-cfc, M'hScli'ftnas HIiSm : •«!0epart, GhrHlian 
j»«)fo^i: Qifiii^'at; !i«*hittaaffii-'wliere j^ have fo long 
•^^teeftia fti«ftger''ari*:a »^itt4 The tiriie* W * trial- ariS 
>• tribttteiibtt fe bver : B^cftcl^ ^l hiJB^^, the -uJ)Tight^5"^g^» 
"^^wfeb^rbittH to **ike <)ff Jifffc ^rtfebs of yout; mbrwlity/: 
«« Return to the bofom oi&d&j from Hvbenfce'^cm catile : 
** Quit now a world, which was unworthy pt you : The 
«• Aknigttty^%eithl fttlafftibe^n touched with your 4ears^: He 
** ai'^lafe=djf>eh«htoy^'=*the gate erf eferrfity, th^'^^^e of 
"thecupri^-: Bepart feithfdl foiil;^Gb, indnnite thy I 
*• felf to.^hte Ifcavetilt fchlirch, whfch cxpe6isthefe : On-i 
^•ly TCttteftibei* yotir lireihreTi, whom you leaxe 'upon the 
*• earth; ftflPcicpofed to^etjnptatfoHS and to'^lornw: fie 

*' touched 



** taucbed: ^with the diekucboly :ft^ pf dtetChuf^li; beiv 
** below, which, has given you. birth in Jefus Chriii:, and 
** which envies . your dLepaiture ; . Entreat the end* of her 
** captivity, and her re-unioh with her.lpoufe, from whom 
<* ihe is Hill feparate^ Tbofe who. fleep in the* Lordf pe« 
«« rilh notforever : We only ijuit you on thceartfa, in or- 
'* der to Fegsun you in a Jiale. tiine with Jefm ChnR, in 
** the king)dcmol the Hoty r.The body, which you ar^ 
•* on the point of Icaving^prcy to worms «ad.td pntrefac*^ 
^^tion, fhali fpon follow you» immoftal and glorious. - Not 
** a hair 6l your head (hall perilh. There Oxail nemata in 
*• your afhes, a feed of immoriality^ even to the d^ of 
^ reyelation, when ^your parclied bones £bail be vivified, 
M and again appear more refplendeni than light : What 
** bappin.e/^ for you, to be at laft quit of att the nriferi^ 
*\ which fiill a^i£l us, to be w longer expofed» like your 
*• brethren* to lo.fc that God, i«bom you go ta etijoy i; to 
*' fliut your eycs^ at laft, on all the icandals which grieve 
** us; on that vanity, whiehjeducet us ; Oft thefe* e)^am«« 
,** pies, which lead ut aftray ; on tbofe attai^hments^ which 
" engrpfft us f and on tlnofe trof^bljps, which conlume us ! 
" What happineis, to :quit at laft a place; >vhete every 
** thing tircs^ and every thing fullics u^ ; whero we are a 
«* burden to ourfelves^ and :Where we only^ exiil, in order 
•* to be unhappy; apc^ ^p Jto to a refidenc;e of :peac^, of 
•• joy, of quiet, where our onjy occupaticm will be to en* 
•* joy t^e pod whom we love." 

What blefled tidings, then, of joy and iasnicff'tality, to 
this righteous foul! What blefT^ arrangement! With 
what peace, what confidence, what thankfj^^ving^, .does 
he not accept ! He raife^, like old Simeon, his dyipg eyes 
to heaven ;. and viewing the Lord, who comethr inwardiy» 
fays to him, *' Break, O my God, when thp^ pJeafeftt 

rthcfe 



t8B 0£Atil Of A tIMKKR, &C« 2P£ 

" th«fe jremains of moitality; thefe feeble tie$/ which 
^ Aill keep me here : I wait, in peace aund in hope the ef« 
** frfis of thine eternal promifes/* Thus purified by the 
expiation of an holy and Chriftian life^ fortified by the 
h& remedies of the. Church, wafhedia the blood of the 
Lamb« fupported' by tVk hope of the promifes, and ripe 
ior eternity, be ifaats his eyes with an ho(y joy on all fab* 
lunary creatures : He t^anquiUy goes to fleep in the Lord, 
and returns to the bofom of that God from whence he 
• came* '^" f"^*-'--— -* • . 

My brethren^ any obfervations here would be ufeiefiu 
S|xch if tbe.epdiijf ihofe who have lived in the fear of the 
l^ord:, Their, jd^tb is precious before God, like their life. 
S^ch is die deplorable end of thofe, who have negle£led 
him to that iaft hour : The death of a finner is abominable 
in the .eyes of the- I^d, equally as their, life. If you livjp 
iaCn^.ypu will.die instil the horrors, and in all the ufelefs 
regrets of the Gnaer^ and your death (hall be an eterna^ 
death. «. ,Xf .ypuJiveiafighteoufnefs, you will die in peace^ 
and \^ :the confident of .the juft, and your death will be 
only , a ^fli^ge tOj a .blefled; immortality. 

Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy ,Gboft» be. all honour and glory, now, behccfoitb, 
and. for eyi^ore. Amen. 
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SERMON %V 

QNCUARHY. : 



Joim Hu iu 

And y^fis i^i the todvei^ und^ tahtu he had givm 

* ih^nh, ht difttibnted U ike difdfies. Md iked^H^ 

* to tkmihat toetcfit ddv)n^ 

It is not widiout defigh thsA 6xa Satti^ttt dflbcktes thtt 
^irciplol, in the "ptbAgf of i^UipIying the JOav^t ^tiA 
that he makes ufb of thehr dtiirifify ih diftribttting the mint^ 
^uious food among a people I»«8i^d with hunger and want* 
tie might, agaita, ho doubt» h^ve made matina to nun opoa 
the defert, and faved io hiar difdptes the tfotiUt of Ib^b- 
ful a diilribution* 

* But, might b^ not, aHb, dfter mfirig up iJat^tttn from 
the dead, difpenfed with their affifbnce in tinloic^ng him 1^ 
Could his Almighty voice, which hadjoft broken afundcr 
the chains of death, have fodtod any refiftsnce frMn the 
feeble bands which the hand of man had formed ? it i» be* 
caufe he wifbed to point out to them beforehand the (acred 
exercife of their miniflry ; the part they were afterwards to 
have in the fpiritual refurre£Uon of finners ; ard that what- 
ever they fhottld unlooTe upon ibe cartk fbould bettnloofe^ 
in heaven. 

Again, 



Abraham, might fareix.wi|t jjcisaifpirp^ 
them into a precious metai, and thereby furniDied the 
^eP5j^.of ♦te.^ifeiilp-,^^ iff XJef^.i, ]p|»jf^,^.t;^,,9|ia. 
tjlfliff .pf Uf^oij Uj^ -Chvirchii he:in|Qf^^t .tiQ^<5ftcb his.^iH 
9i^q{f .fco.r^fpe^ itbQfc\in «utijQriQr;f. A^^i^^^f f^^^^^fW* 
honojOf fwrf^trihAt^t^.^ e1j^}f^^.^y^Qq^ .to f^ 

" ■ ». .. . • ■ ^ . :I :• -t; m IJtv,' ?/:: -" > •> e.'-: 

ymipi^j>f irH. apoAleA ,to.|djfti:4bme^Hh^^\p#vp^ ,^p ,^Ue .pH^, 

fg(&^ ,a^,jli^ni%|.tQi^^^ t,Ue .upfjfjt^l^rX^^Hp ^^ft?.j| 
Mii}?ftSyyw4}ic nwifte;:;^ bU pioylfJfi^^g^ ^/i^mukipHc$ . 
tb^ ijiicl^i of .xht&,eatthim.j<)Mr ,h^o45,4^^ j^b^jf^jei^^j^??* 

4i&fortunate fellow^creatures which furrouniij ^pji, licj^ 

do doubt, might nouriih them himfeif, as he formerly riou*' 

^i%td Paii^^,|Uyak^i^.^ti^,dgf0 

Jcfoqcf ,be might ^omfortv tbofc <{ri?^^u^<^^,»rbJ9h Tb.ear h^ 

im^ge.; .h^, who^,iiwifible.h^f|d pii|(^l(^'<^ JF^^ieyeatprti^ 

yoiiflg ,w(wis.iirbicb.,i«Viqf]6;e^ibim, J9^i^^^^ J .)j.ut,h«. 

viHhGs to airoci?fcy9.uip ithq,ipcrit^P^^ 

vi/h^s >yQa.^ r^j)Uq<5d betjwr^tr biipfelt apfl fhe pop^, ' li^' 

cefreilkipg cloHd$, alfvaysrready ^0 |hpwer,uppntl\erai.thpft^ 

irnOifyiQig.ftreaias which ym Iwrc.qnjyjgc^eive^ for their 

advantage. . • . - .^^ 

Such is the order of his providence ; it was neccfTaf)' 
that mea«s of filvalipi^.fbpuJd .be,provided for all i^<p$3 ,: 
rich^ would , corrupt ,tiic heart, ii charHy were pot ta 

expiate 



3<4 S SUM ON «< 

ifjtplsfte tbctr a^ft * f ndijgenfce %bixld £9^ 
ly out virtue; if tbe fucioours of' coiDpa{&bb 'iw^ere noi 
to * {often 'Mhittetnth; the |bdr facilitate to! the 'nili 
tHe^pardon'of tfadr |it^afujpes ; the Ft<£ miro^hl^fiKiitmA 
to lofe the merft of their fufiorihgs. * .i.i.iu.'- 

Apply yourfelf, then» be whom ybu may,' tdalPtfic-eritt^ 
fequence of thii gofpel. If you girban under the ybke^df 
povtrty^ the tendernefs and die care 0^ Refits ^C^tlfrtbi^ 
Wards alt tbe- wants of a wanderkig and unprovided pedplir 
will; Gonfole ybd : If bom to opulence; tbe Vxample'^of* 
the «difciplei will now infiru£l you; You will there fte« 
ijftiyt The pretekts Which they oppofe to the duty bt cha- 
rity Confuted : 2d(/jr, You will l^rh wbat oiight Wbriu : 
rules* Thai i^'to fay, thatin the £tft part ^f tbii ^fcbutfe 
we (hall eilabiilh thiiB 4uty agaiyifk kll the v^in e^tctfei bf 
avarice ; in the fi^copd we (hall inffrufi yoii in the txntnner 
of fulfilling it agal^n'ft even the defefts of 'chatity^j it is Ac 
mbft natural initru&ion with which the hiflory of At goU 
^el prefents us« * 

" pAkx I.— It is fcarcdy a matter of controvetfy nowin 
tbe world, whether the Ikw ot God malte a precept to ua 
of charity : The' gbfpcl is* fo pointed oh this duty ; the 
fpirit and the ground-Work of religion lead us fa natiirally. 
tbit ; the idea alone which we have of Pirovidendci in the 
diTpenfation ot temporal things, leaves fd fi^tfe room on 
that point to opinion or doubt, that, though many be igt.*. 
nbrant of the extent of this obligation, yet there are al- 
moftnonewhodo not admit of the foundation and prin« 
ciple^ 

' Who, indeed, is igtlorant that the X^ord, whpfe provi^* 
dence hath regulated aH things With an order fo admirable 

and 



fieM; wcruIdineHPer haVi»4efc m0iij (nr^ed after.hn 
a f¥ey id iiuiiger mi iaiigMtcy i^Uf Sie Vrbuld libeiiUy 
ffio#cir^pdn^fmall'inuiafli>er 6f ^faajppyin'dividiiak.tfae bkCt 
fing^ di h^vieniand ib&lfoi! of .th^ ciaithv iSiU)had;^0l in^ 
ietidedv^chat. the. aUmda^qe of: the onp {hoilildfii^ly::tho 
tiecdiiliet of theatherZ^ i: u* jj . .. » 

* ' ;!;)'> I' t 'i. !'!•■ • •' o' ■ :' . : ^ • •' ' 1/ :.j:, • '.!/»■••: J 

- Wild Jib ighotratit thai'otJKiiiiaiHjr eveily thing bckmgttd in 
cotmnanio ail men ; abat fifflfsile teture knew iie]tlieif|kr6^ 
perty nor portions ; and that« at firft, (be left each of ua 
in peffelion <^ the univcvfe? But that in' ordc^r, to- put 
bounds to ' avarice,; aitd tOv a^otd trotibleandldilTeafionai 
the to^iboii cotffent of the people eAablifhed thatrthe mC4 
isfti *the«cioR hxnnaner addtfao moft. lipright, 'fliould like^f 
wife^be tbe=itidft'opuiem ; that beOdes the portion of weaMb 
deftined to; theUd^ by nature^^they fhoold ' aifo be charged 
witbdiat ol' the iveakefi» to Jae.its diepoGtaries, tod (d .de« 
fend 'it-ag^inft ufurpatiou and' • violeoce : confequemly^ 
tliat they .were eftabliih'ed by nature itfrlf as the guardiant 
of the unfortunate, arid that whatever furplu$ they bad vaa 
only .the patriynony of their brethren confided to iheir caro 
and their e^ky ? , . . ; 

I Who, iafily, is. ignorant. that the, ties, of religion hdve 
ftili ino#e firmly cemented. the firft bonds of upion which 
nature had • formed among Hica ; that the grace, pf < Jefua 
Chrvft,. which • brou^t forth the ; firft believers, ; n\ade of 
them not only one heart and ^ene fouI« but alfo one family* 
' where th0 id«a xtf individual property w^s exploded ; and; 
that the golpel, making it a* law to us to, lovfc.out- brethi^it 
as ourfelves, no longer. permit S' us to b^ igpioramt trf their 
wani«^' or tole infenfible to tlyeir forrows ?, 



But 



§1» ft^HMOll jXU 

i 
Btxi it IS InA the J^y i of, :cbtri(f ,98 : withfall the pdi«c 
dudes of^cfae lanrMngOBeniU the oUiiJatiofi 4l oo^ even 
lA idea; denied ; 1)11^ does the cirQumAaiiGe of i^ JEmJSW 
meut'Sakei phoeP.iA. pvetekl is never !wfifiUrig» eit^ to 
difpufd withliteatinefyy-ar ill kalftto be qak toriaim^ietir 
of the d)Jty/ NoUTi it wtjaU^pfoiriMlitl^SpM^dl Qpi 
bath meant to point out to us all thefe.'pretexti^ m^Uk* 
fwers which the difciples made to Jefus Chrlft in order to 
cxcafcrrtheibfeives {ram affiftiog the {imifiied jbukUlfide 
wbH;hlKadioilowfcdiiimi<»;rt)el8efid't.; :: 

i 

I IntheifiiAplacev <he3x.rtnfindilifm,;th2tt they had fcareetjil 
ivherewithal ^ fupply thdr <»wn wants ;. and ^bat only fivtf 
loaves of harley, andiwao^ftes^namaincd : heboid .the firS 
pr^xit^ maUeufeof: by ooifietohrneb^ mop)>0fiuoii<to th^ 
diuy of< » oompsffion. Scarcely ; hav^ rthey rfptt^i^flt fol 
il)emleives; thcy.have airafae^anda railk.to.fiippolt.k) the' 
WB^ld; cfaildrea to efiabliih;; creditors to.ftti$fya publio 
charges to fupport ;* a thobfimd expences of pure beiie** 
volence, to which ^ttentioo- mtft be pkid; %kGm.mh9i>%A^ 
any fiiGome« not entirely unlimited, tp fuchiendl^iltdtn 
mands P in this manner, the wKn-ld contii^uaHy fpeak^i; 4nd 
a world the mod brilliant^ and the moil fumptttous^ - 

Kow, I well know, that the .limits of wjtat Is eiMbd a 
fiifEbfency, ai« not the feme for.all.iUlions; that ibey 0Xr» 
tendi^i proportion to rank and birth | thbt one!ftar, %is tjie 
ipoftte, muft differ in luflre .froln .another^i that, leveo 
from the ^ofiolio ages, men wdre.fecn in.thelificmblies o£ 
believers, cipthed in robes - di' idtftinaiaii» .wSth^nngs 6F 
gold* while ochers, of ^ amon^ (Arcure flalion.. wese forcedt 
to coifcem ihen^elvbi with, the sapparelneceflasy to caver; 
their nakednefs \ that, confequently, religion^dothnot con-« 
found ftations ; and that» if it forbid tbofe who dwell in 

the 



Ht^fO^myoi fifixp 16 bt iBhmitkkp in tKeir iftaimecs, anA 
flicfec^y luxurious id> their dt6&» it AMi hot ^ the fame 
tim« |>fefcrib< to them tbc poWrtyl abdthe* fimplicity<^ 
f^bk ^b dwell in ^ottageis, 6t' of tBofc vrho form thfc 
loiter rnnks of the people :-lkoow it; ' : * ^ ' '• ' - 

' But,' tny- trethrcn, ''it-is an infcbntfeftibfe truth, * tfcat;' 
wbalever furpius you may hare, belongs not to you ; thajt 
it is the portion of the poor, aiid,- that you ai-e entitled td 
conGder ai your owh only \Tiat proportion of your revenues 
whitti li ncccIRry to feppbrt*^^^ in WhichTrovi* 

dence bath placed yovt. I aftj *^en^ is it the gofpel; of 
covetoiifilefs, which mtift reg\ihi^ that fufficiency ? Would 
youilai^ to pretehd, that alltholre tadiiies; 6f • which i;ai& 
lomhas'nbir made a law^, are to h^ Keld in the (ightdt 
Ood, astxpedces infcpaAble^from your -cotaditfon P Thit 
4^ry thing which flatters, ahd is agreeable to you, which 
liouriAfes your pride, gratifies your caprices, and cdrrUpts' 
your heart, is for that reafonneceflarytb you ? That all 
which you (acrificc[ to Ih^ Tortune of a child; iti <k'der to 
faifehin^ above his #nceAd]% j all which you ri(k iiif gaming) 
Sbat luxury, which'eithcr inks not yotir birtl^,'Of w AH 
ikmfc of iti would you dait tO pretend, thatTaii (heft hiavts 
IncoQteAible claims on your t^entie^, which ate to be pre* 
Imed/to thofe of 'charity ? Laftly, Would yott dare to 
jpietendl, that, becaufe your father, perhaps bbfeure, andt 
of the loweft rank, may have left to you M his Wealth, and 
pifrhaps his crimes, 'you are entitled to fofget your family^ 
andt the houfe of your father, in order to mingle with the 
kigheft ranks, andt6 fupport ih^ fam^ ^Idtt, , becaufe, you 
are enabled to fupport the fame expencc ? .-^ : ? - 

If this be iJi^ cafe, my brcthreii, if you cotiGder as a 
fifirpltts Ofilyr itkat whl^ ma^ ek^)^ Ironn your pleafure, 
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from yppr ^xtravapnciiJf ; jfl^; ffpin ^^CM^rf f9jmmi:^y<m 
bave only to ^e voluptMQUs, ;t:9prick»us» .di^plpte^^ 
prodigal, in orfcr^o be wholly idifpciircA frpm the ifiVf 
of charity. Jhc ii|or^ ga/Tioo^ you ftalth^MetWv/at^fjfi 
the more will your oUi^ation: to charity djimibii^ jv^od 
your excefles, which the Lord hath commanded yoa 
to expiate by a^ of cOmpa^ipnr^willvtheii^felyQs bfCQpie 
,a privilege to d.ifpenfe ypurfelyes^ from themv There,s(i|i^ 
neceflarily, tberetore,; be fome rule here to :Qb%r.y^i ;j|n4 
fome limits to appoint ourfelves, difierent Jrpm.^t|i^|Svv^ 
avarice;, and toehold it, my bretWen^ the i;uier pf ^hiih^ 
Whatever tends to nouriih only the life of thefcnfeif^to . 
flatter the pai&ons; to countej^abce jtfae;y.ai|ti^p<Mp^^a9d 
abufes of the world, is fuperfluous to a Cb^iftjaii^; rt|p^ 
are what you. ought to retrencl^, .anji tp fet apaf ,t ;, ^tbif^e.f ro 
the funds apcl the heritage of thepoor ,; yop ^e only ^tfcpjr 
depofitaries, and you cannot encroach:uponthem, wit^^lU^ 
ufurpationapdinjuftice.: Tbegofpel reduces ta very. Uttl^ 
the fu&cieiicy of a Chriftian,rhowever exa}te4 ^^ ^hP. rWQdd i 
religiop., retremchos much from the expences ; and di^^e 
live all according to the. rules of faithj^ pur vvanjts,; wbicli 
would no longer be multipUcdby our.paffioijs,^ lyould ^l| 
be fewer : the greateft part of our yrealth, would l^f^iij^. 
entirely ufelefi^ ; dnd as in the firft age ot faijtb« ind^iifc^ 
would' no longer grieve the church, nor be feentamof^ 
believers. Our expences continually increpfe, becailfr; 
our pai&ons are every day multiplied; the ppplencej o£ 
pur lathers is no longer to us but an uncomfortable ^pDv• 
erty; and our great riches can no longer fuffice,j b^«, 
caufe nothing can fatisfy thpfe who refufe thf^^W^ 
nothing. ,-,- ^^ 

And in order to give this truth all the extent wht^ch the 
fubje£l in queftipn d^ipands, I a(k ypu^ ^dfy^, JDo the el^« 
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' "Valioh and abundance in which' youVebofn difpenfe'ycni 

* Irom fimplicity, frugality, modefty, alid holy reft'raint : 
"^ By being* born great, yoii are not the' lels Chriftians. la 

irAxn, like thofe Ifraefites inthedeferti have you amaffed ' 
^ more manna than your brethren ; you cannot preferve to? 

ybMf ufe more than the meafure prefcribed by the i§iw; 
" Were it not fb, our Saviour: would. have forbidden pomp, 

* luxury, and worldly pleafures, but to thfe poor and unfpr- 
"^ lunata; thofe fo jtfhom the mifery of their condition ren- 
' dfers lieedlefs that defence. 

' ' . Now, this grand truth admitted; if* according to thi 

•' hjlc'of faith^ it be not permitted to you, to employ your 

"riiChes in the gratification of your appetites ; it the rich be 

obliged to bear the crofs, continually to renounce tbem> 

* Telves^, arid to look for noconfolationiattiis world, equal- 

• ly as the poor; what can tha defign of Providence Tiave 
been, in pouring upon you all the richds ot the earth? 
Atid, whdtadvanuge could even accrue to you, fromtbem? 
Could it be in order to admiriiiler to your irregular delires ? 

' But, yoii are ho longer bound to the fiefli^ to live according 

* Xo the flefli/ Could it be in order to fupport the pride, of 
r^nkand birth? But', whatever you give to vaiaity, you 
cfut' off from 'charity. Could it be for the purpofe ot.hoa:^d- 

^ i!%;iip foryoiir pofterity ? But your treafurefliould be^on.- 
ly in heaven, ' Could it> be in order that you might puft 
your life more agreeably ? But if you weep notj if yo» 
.fafier not, if you combat not, you are loft. Could it be 

^ in cwder to attach you more ftrongly to the world ? But 

• ihe Chrittiari is not of this world: he is a citizen of the 
-age. to came. Could it be for the pfurpoje ot aggrandif- 
ing; your pofleflTpns and your inheritances? But, yon 

• ivotild riever * aggrandife but the place of your exile; and 
Abe gain of the whole world would be vain, if you there- 
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by loft your fouf . Cmild it be that your tAle m^fat hr 
Joided with themoftcyqaifite diQies ? Biit».ydu wdUknoif, 
that the gofpel forbids a Ufe ol fenfuality and viohifituoaf« 
nefs, equally io.the ricb* as to tbe indigent. Review M 
the advam^esy which according, to the w6rU> you can 
reap from your profperity, and you will fisd abooft tke 
>rhok of them lorbiddea by the law^f God* 

It has not, therefore, been bis defign, that they &ouid 
be merely for your own purpoles, when be multiplied in 
your fa^nds the riches of the earth. It is not for yourfelt 
that you are born to grandeur; it is not for yourfelf, as 
Mordecai formerly iaid to the pious Efther, that the Loid 
bath exalted y^u to this poiot o£ profperity and grandeur } 
it is for the fake of bts aiBified p^ple ; it is to be the; pro<» 
tefior qf the unfortunate* If you fulfil, not the intentions 
of God^ with regaixl to you, continued that wife Ifmetite^ 
be will employ fome other, who fliall more fautbl'ully .ferve 
bim; he will transfer to them that crown wbieb was is* 
t^kled for you ; be will eifewhere provide the enhirgement 
and deiivesanceof bis affliSed people; for be will not per* 
mit them to perifli ; but you and your btber's houfe fiiall 
^riQ^. In tbe deligns of the Alimghty, you therefore am 
but the minifiers c^ his providence, towards thole who fiii« 
fer«; yomr great riches are only lacred depofits, whipk his 
gQodnefs jhath entrufted to your care, fojr fecnrrty agunft 
(ttfurpation and violence, and in order to be more falehf 
preferved for tbe widow and tbe orphan : your abundance, 
in the order erf his wifdom, is deftined only to fupply their 
iieceflities; your authority, only to prote£l them; your 
jdignities, only to avenge their interefls ; y^ur rank osjfy 
to cQnfble them by your good offices ; whatfoever you .be, 
you are it only for them ; your elevation^ WQuIdno longer be 
ibe work of Qod, and be would have curfed you, in be* 

Sowing 
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*tbommg on 700 all the riches q( 1I16 eaitfai had be given 
Arm to fott for zvy other ufe. 

vAh ! alledge then no more to «ii< a« an extofe for yom 
ferdheartedaefs towards your brethren, wants which am 
eondetnned by the lav of God ; rather jnftify his provi- 
dence toward) aS who fuffer i by entering into hts order, 
let them know» that there it a God for them» as well as for 
you ; and make them blefs the adorable deGgHs of his wi£. 
iSom, in' the difpenfiition of earthly things, which hath I^p^ 
plied them through your abundance, with fveh refourdss 
of confoiatiott. 

But| befides^ what can the fHfi^H comribistionB required 
from yott i^etmich trom thofe wants, the Urgency of which 
you teH us fo ttiuch? The Lordeita^ih not from yon 
flny {^art of your pofleffions and heritages, though they be;. 
' long wholly 10 him^ and he hath aright to defpoil yon of 
them. He leaveih you tranquil poflTdTors, of thofe lands, 
of thofe palaces, which difiinguiffi you in yocrpeopt^, 
-and with which the piety of your anceflors foiPmerly eh. 
riched our temples : He doth not command jyou, like tl^e 
young mai^ of the gofpel, to renounce all, to dillribute 
your whole wealth among the poor, and to follow him : 
Hemaketh it not a law to you, as formerly to the firit be- 
lieverSi to bring; all your riches to the feet of your paf^ 
tors : He doth not ftrike you with anathema, as forn^y 
Ananias and Saphira, (or daring tor retain only a portion ot 
that wealth which they had received from tbek anceftors ; 
you, who only owe the aggrandifemcnt of fortunes pcr- 
h^ to )^ubiic calakntii^, or other Olamefal means Of ac* 
quirement : He eonfenteth, that» as the prophet fa)rs, yoo 
fbaH caH the land by your name; and that you tranfmit to 
your pofterity thofe poireffiom which you htve inherited 

from 
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from your afaceflors : He wiflieth, that you lay apart,' ontf 
a portion for the unfortunate, whom he leaveth in indi- 
gence : He wflheth, that while in the luxury and Tplendoui^ 
oi your apparel, you bear the nouriihment ot a whole peo- 
ple of unfortunate iellow-creatures, you have wherewith to 
cover the nakedriefs of his fervanfs, who langiiifli in po- 
verty, and know not where to repofe their head : He wifew 
eth, that from thofe tables of voluptuoufnefs, whwe yoiar 
great riches are fcarcely fufficient to fupply your fenfualky, 
and the protufions of an extravagant delicacy, you drop 
at leaft a portion, for the relief of the Lazarufes preifed 
wi£h hunger and want : He wiflieth that, while paintings * 
of the moft abfurd and the moft boundlefs price are feen to* 
cover the walls. of your palaces, your reveriufcs mayTuf- 
fice to honour the living imaged of your God: He wifli- 
eth, in a word, that, while nothing is fpar^d towards the 
gratification oi an inordinate paffion for gaming, and eve- 
ry thing is on the verge of being for ever fwallowed up in' 
that gulph, you come not to calculate your expenses, to 
jneafure your ability, tballedge to us the mediocrity of your 
fortune, and the embarraflmeiit of your afiairs, when thei% 
is queftipn of confoling an affli£led Chriftian. He wifli- 
eth it ; and with reafon doth he not wifli it ? What ! You 
fliall be rich for evil, and poor for good ! Your revenues 
fliall beampjy fuf&cienttoefie£):yourde^u£i:ioii, and they 
fliall not fuffice to fave your foul and to purcbafe heavea ? 
And, becaufeyou carry felf-lovc to the extreme, every bar* 
barity of heart fliould be permitted you towards your uxh 
fortunate brethren ? 

But, whence comes it that, in this iingle circ^mibnce* 
you wiQi to lower the opinion that the world has of ybur 
riches ? On every other occafion you wifli to be. tboiught 
powerful; you give yoprfelves out ^as fqol^ j you even 
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frequently coniceal, under appearances oi the grcateft 
fplf^dour, afiairs already . ruined, merely to fupport the 
vain reputation. of wcaldi. This vanity, thenj does not 
abandon you but when; you are put in remembrance of the 
duty; of compafiEbn; not fatisfied, then, with confeffing 
the < mediocrity of your fortune, you exaggerate it, and 
fo;:didne& triumphs in your heart, not only over truth, but 
cv^n over r anity. Ah ! the Lord formerly reproached to 
the angel of the church of 5ardis, " Becaufe thou fayeft, 
y I am rjch, and.increafed with goods, and have need of 
^'nothing; and knoweft not^that in my fight thou art 
'^ wretched, a^d miferable,- and poor, and blind, and na* 
'** kcd." But, at preieni h&ought, with regard to you, to 
cfalM^tfaatjre{H»)ach, and toiay, ** Oh ! you complain that 
^* you. are poor.anddeftitute of every thing, and you will 
'^ notice that; you are rich and loaded with wealth; and 
" that, an times when almoft .all around you fuffer, you 
H.a]i^e.want lor. nothing in my fight." 



This is the fecond pretext made ufe of in oppofition to 
tte duty of charity ; the general poverty. Thus the difci- 
pk» reply, in the iecond^pliice, to our Saviour, as an ex- 
ctifc foe notallifting die famifted multitude^ that the place 
k^cfert and barren, that' it is now late, and that he ought to 
iend away the pe^ipte that tbey might go into the country 
tound about, and into the villages, and buy themfelves 
bread, for they Iiad nothing to eat. A frefli pretext they 
oaake ufe of to difpenfe themfelves from companion; the 
mifery of the times, the Herility and irregularity of the 
feafons. 

. But, tfify^ Might not our Saviour have anfwered to the 
djfciples, as a holy father fays. It is becaufe the place is 
fcarfen-aiiddefert, and that this people knows not, where 

to 



to &Qcl foenl td 9il\ttf tbeir faongt^ dial ^ttfy fliotttd »dt iifc 
feat «w«x fofling, left their ftrength fnil fimii by the wi^f 
And behold) my bretbren, what I might tdfo tt^y to fd^i 
4he tsme9 are bad^ the feafont ar^ unClvtiliirabkf Aht fdt 
that ^ery seafon ydu 0tt^t t^ eitter wkb « teme feieKiig 
eoncerny with a more Hvelf and teiidei^ an^fiiety, into th^ 
watits of your ftliow^creaturea; If tbe place be ^(ttk 
and terren eveii for yo^. What ttibft it be for fe toany uni 
fiMtuiiaie people ? It you, with all yoar refotirc^, i^th 
tnuch the mifery of tbe timeti What muft they not ftfti^» 
thofe who a#e deftimte of every comfort f U the ifl«^[«t«it. 
of Egypt extrude even into the pdaces of 'the gteaK, and d£ 
Pharaoh, what muft be 'the defbhtidn ia the hut of tttb 
poor and oi tbe labourer? If tbe prtnctf of Iffiely $1^ 
fli£ted in Saniarm» no longer find confobtion in their paia- 
tes» to what dreadful extrd^iii^ muft the oots^aon people 
liot be reduced? Redac«fd, alaai pniMpslifcetbatilfife^ 
tunate mother, not to aoucilb faerfeli with the 4yioild af 
her child, but to make her innocence and her foul ^ 
m^latidioly price of her beoeffitf. 

But» befidea, thefe eviU wilfa whicb #e are irfftiStil^ 
#nd of which you fo loudly complain, $art A^ panilhment 
of your hardo^* towards the poor; God avelngeth t^oii 
your poflfefBons the intquitons nfii to which yon applj^ 
them ; it is the criei and- the giMniags of the unfiidiinatt 
whom you s^ndon which draw dowri the^vttigeanlre of 
Heaven upon your lands and territoriea. It i*' in thefe titDgesi 
then, of public calamkyy that you ought to balfen to aip« 
peafe the anger of God, by the abundance of your ebiurt*^. 
ties ; it is then that, mor^ than ever, you (hould intereft 
the poor in your behalf. Alasl you bethink yourfelfesi 
of addreifing your general fopplications to the Almig^H 
through thefe to obtain more £avouiibk fetfo^to^ tbe cefitf 
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iMint #f>f i^fc i:i|ftuoiii«t| mi tfie rfiluf n of pe«de mid 
«Uuix4ap<;e; but it.u not iiihimr alooe that your maws «id 
your pfaytrs ouf^t to be carried ; you can never expe& 
iJte tbft AlmiiliJLjr will Mmi lo ydurcfiftrefles, while you 
ifimM ^iitifimitoihoh^ your faUowi^awatUGes ; you hara 
bfr^oo the ^rth thil mtft^s of thewinda and of the fea« 
Ism ; a4Apefl.'y9Urfrl¥ei to t|ieb|»QQr aad.the.affli£led ; tt ia 
tfeflfWho. |»VC* as I may fiiy,; the key» of heaven; it U 
4mi% pn^^cS'Mhid^ regulate ilie %m&i and feidTons ; which 
.*JW« ba^k.M w 4&)l» 9fc peace^ot ef. naifery ; which anrdl 
pr atf^ia^ the;bkfllugf of: heaves : for» abuodance is gives 
to th^eafthi f^i4fi9Kihf$f i^oufolation.; and it is oisdy oo 
^r fiGC!9UiiV1^ithf( Almighty puo^ orii» hauatifttjf 

:: 9ut» copii^li^ l#^e9oluleyo|i« juy brethren*, you who A» 
ik99|^yfl{<94g^t^iMltbeevilof tbetiaiMi dae$chopretend«- 
fd rjg9W i(^: thufiaUfnet Htrjaackany thing trooi youa .plea<» 
^^^?^ W4iat«^ yoHT pafioaailurfFer <frpm the public c»» 
lauuMtB ? |C tMe misfonlwoioC ihettme^ obUge you to ce^ 
tre<^ fT<mY<H» esrpenoat* begin wiih thple of which re* 
|igi0|ii(lMW«|( th^ lUk.iis^giiim jW3Kttbk&, youra|ipa^ 
f^yoJij^iamt9m$^M^Y0m^ your ediikei* 

f^CfiordMlg to ithe go%4»l $ l^ your telreschinga. in charity 
ft If0[ft(imIy foU4)iW ^ atlwa;. Jeffim yooux jenmeat beibae 
ISWr hwfkH>aiitmifk . 6Ma ypuc liuttaau When the. AU 
f>)igl9y AoJ^ea with Aerili^^ thohii^plomaof tbtiearih, itia 
ili$ fsim^i/m: f^ def rivo th« : pivt Jind die powerful ot all 
^paiGi^Ptt >ol deh9ut:h9etry afi^ cxoefs; enter then into the 
S^4^t ^f. JM$.jalti«#« an4 hit wiGdacp.; confidev yourfelvet 
mf^^k i^Mmi^^ wfaoflat^ Lord ehaftiMi by public 
famifbTOtfnts,; lay ta hiSH . like, Daarid» when he faehel<l 
ijbt hapdtofi y^l ImA ia»ghtfig ^mm hia pec^le^ f* Lo, I 
tmft fimaMii and hai^adppniE wiek^dty; but tteie fiieep. 
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whatcbaire tlM^ doim? Xd tfaio^ haatdv I F^ny^tl^ 
agidnft me and againft my'faik^h iioafe.-' ' ! ; 

Behold your model ; by te^mritiating yottr^otders,' ter- 
Hiiaate the cmife of tbe^puhlic evils >; ih 'tbe^^pied^llis* <rf 
the popr». oiGer up to'God tlie'retarenisbmetit of ydur plea-^ 
fures and of your prctfafioss^' a^ the only rigteeons: tmd 
acceptable iacrtfice which is capable of difarmln^ his atl- 
ger; and feeing thefe fcdurgef fall upon the eaith» only 
in pumOun^it of the^abufei whieh jrou have mkde df your 
abundance* hear you Itkewife^ in > lefiening thefe abufes, 
their angnifli and bitternela. But* that the public mistor^ 
tunes fliould be.perceivable msiiher in the fj^etHdotar iNiri 
pride of your equipsiges, nor in the fenfmdity of youi^re^ 
palb» nor in the magnificence of your padaces, nor in 
your rage for gaming and et^ eriniiixil pkafOre; i^ut 
folely in^your ii^umamty^towards the poor ; and timt tv^ 
ry thing abroad, the th«iit«si the piofcne* aff^^lilH^ «t 
every defipripttoDt .^tbe p^blie ftftivids, AoUld - confiifitts 
with the fame vigour asid aoimacion, wfai}e' charity alone 
ihall becbilled; that lu»nry flmild every ddy inca^afei 
while rompaffion alone flMdii^minilh ; that the worM and 
Satan ihould lofe nothing ibfbugh the misery ^^the times; 
while Jefa» Chriitakfoe ftoi(Id fuffer in.hi« afliAed ni€^i|i^ 
bers ;: that the rich, flielteredsn^hetrdpole&ce/ ftotrld^ree 
only>fi3om atar the anger of lieaveii, wh^ the^fu3i$ratid^tfa6 
innocent &alLbecome^themelaacbolyvi£U]A9 r &i^¥ Cod I 
thou, wouldft then ovei^faelm only die unfortunate^ J^ 
fending t^efe fcoui^es ^an die^eartb ! Thy fble 4fH^^tion 
then jhould be to complete the delbru£)ion of tbofe mi fem« 
bie. wretches^ upon^ whom thy hand hasalreafdy :been fohea^ 
vy in bringing them forth to penury ami waufit. ' The pom^ 
erful of £gypt ihould alone be exempted by the extemtti* 
Hating angel, whi^ thy whole wr^lh would bU.upofttbis 

affli3ed 
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Ifraelite, .«poii iris poor and ttnpnrrided roof, and 
#veii'riiadted witlitiie. blcxMlxif tlieL«Bib»< Yes, mybire*. 
4i9eti, tke ptibltc ealsmitiet are deftitied to punifii only the 
iKsfa'^odt poiirarfoL; \ ttidi^jie rich attd. the' po^e^ful are 
srihtofe iwho ^lone tuBti noti; oa the contrarjr^ th6 pufatic 
Tvik; ill itiultipIyiAg.itbB adfenmnite, ftjrniftari additional 
-ptetncii toHrards difpenfing-tfafftiifelvet from the duty of 
^com^afficAiv 

'^aJiuiftekctirefof die4ifdpiev/.{boiidedoiithe.gre^t num.. 
^r dC jciie people, who faadCMIoifed >oiir Saviour into thf 
defert : l%rfepcopk>a<eifildii]mM9oa9, iiiid th^^^ that two 
hundred peony-* worth of bcead is not fufficient for them, 
4i9lt»ir(bfy«6ne nay take atttttle* I^ft ptMexk, which they 
uppofeto the ddtyof 0hahity>( Thbimilliiade df the poor» 
fKBi kiybiEtahcen, tbtet uMA oiiglhl; io:<»ei$fijaifd to ant<^ 
{MtQ ^haiitfj nxtmg&Ukmk : thontitkititde of the unfor^* 
aumitei^ hardens ]Ha4 to^dlfebwtou : tk^iMTOite duty in« 
crMeir the more do.* yooi thiiilr yotirfelvds dif^nfed from 
i» pra£tioe, and yob^heoodMi cruel, by>having too many 
dtfbifioiis of Imbg charitahle. 

' ^ > •"•' •'■''.'••■ ^ ••? • •..•■' 

'><Batv''itttbefirft pfaue, .M^b^scexonies; T pray you rthta. 
iauttittade of pbor^ of'whioh you fo loudly complain ? I 
know ^battbe ttiisfortiine of the .times : may iHcreafe ^heir 
iiUMber ^ btrt.waii5,>pe^l«iicet, and irf«gula>ity of reafoas, 
aU of which we at prcfcsttcjcpericncew ^Vo happen^ in 
all ages : ^the baboutties we bahoM, are not tfne;^ampled ; 
our forefathers haVe witnefied them, «6d tvtn m^^h more 
melancholy and dreadful; civil diOentions, the farther 
armed agaiaft the diild, the; brother agaiftft brother ; coun- 
trtca ravaged and laid wafte by theii^ own inhi(bitants ; the. 
kingdou a prey toforcigo enemies ; no p^fon i^ fafety un- 
der hit owa. roof t we fee not thefe miferiea ;« but have 
* Vol. I. R r they 
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4hcy. feen what wewitnefs ? fo manjr^ pubJicV tfldt ^mi<iUi» 
ed miieries ? fo many families worn out i fomax^ckizs^is^ 
SormtrlyiiSingailhed^ now low in the diift;rknd«on&ttiBdU 
ed^'with the meaneft (^ the people ? :Arts becoiiie»aIiBtolb 
nMefs ? The image oi hunger and death fpread.^iy^^ the 
cities, and over the^fields? What ibtdl Ifay ?tSib many 
bidd«i iniquities, brought every day to light, the dretdiat 
confequences of defpair^ and horrible necei&ty ^.Wheitee 
comes this, my brethren ? Is it not from a luxwry, unknown 
to our fathers^ and which etrgintts every, thing ? . firoisi^jsour 
expences, whidikndw no bbandsv and which iieJceJOu^f 
^drag along with ttem tbe^exdnfii(»i of charity? : y . ! . \ 

Ah ; was the pfipiitife church not periecuted, dofoialid^ 
and afflified ? Do the ^adamitieB ot our ^age bear any cdmtia^ 
tifon with the horrors of thofe tiniest? Profcriptidn^pvoA 
> perty, exilement, and imprifonment Wje^ then daiiy ; ^Ae 
nioft burdenfome charges of the ftate; £eU upoh ilioCe^iafaoi 
were fufpefied 6f Chriftianity : . in a word, .fo niany cala«f> 
mities ware never beheld; and neverthdeis, there; nmno- 
poor among them, fays St. Luke, nor any that lacked* Ab J^. 
It is, becaufe riches of fimplicity, fprung . up eiren fttim 
their poverty itfclf, accordtng^to'tbeeipreffibnof^tie^af^f-> 
t!e; it is, becaufe they gave ^ccbrd^ to their mcMs^'t^ 
even* beyond th^m': itiir, becamfe thettioft dt&ant'pnxvin« 
ces, through the care of the apdftol]C..in]l»ieil8»' i&^wed 
ftreams of charity, for the confolation of «their. affiifi^d 
brethren in Jerufalem, more expofed thaii the ueft to the. 
rage and hatred of the fynagogue. f - . . 

But morfcthan all that, it is,^ becaufe the mdft pow^- 
fal of the primitive believers were adorned with modeftjr ;• 
and that our great riches are nowfcarcdy fufSciem mGxp^ 
port that monftrous Inxury, of which tuftom has aHfilea 

-.law 



htif,0 mi it Uk tloi their feftivals were repaSs efkhrkly 
and charity ; ^nd that the boiy abftinence itiblt, which we 
Cj|]dbtrate» cannot ssoderate among us, the prolufions, wad 
the ezceffes of the table, and of feafts ; it is, that having 

'jao fixed .city here below, they did not exhauft themf4f ves 
in formiiig bnlliant eftabl^ments, in order to render their' 
nauMB tttuftrious, to exalt their pofterity, and to ennoble 
:thm own obfcurity and meannefs ; they thdught only of 
.feciuring to.themfelve8 a. better efiablilhinent in theceleftial 
tcouiitry ; and that at present no one is contented with. his 
fi8lio0 ; cv&ry one wiflies to mount higher than his ancef- 
tors, and th^ their patariniony it only employed in buying ti- 
tles and dignities, which may d^literate their name and the 

..MMSlnaefsiof their origin: in a word, it is becauTe the fru- 
gality of theirs firft believers conftituted the whole wealth 
of their .afiified brethren, and that at prefeht our profufions 

. «occalion all thetir poverty and want* It is our excefle&then, 
i«y bretlMen, and ourihardnefs of heart t6 wards them, 
which .mukiply the number of the unfortunate : excufe 
nomorethen» on that head, the failing of your charities ; 
that woiald be making your guilt kfelf your excufe* Ah ! 
jott complain that the poor overburden you; but they 
would have re^fon in retorting the charge one day agaidft 
]!OU.: .do not then accufe them for your infeofibility ; and 
reproacn them not* with that, which they undoubtedly 
iball one. day reproach to you, before the tribunal of Jefus 

. Chrift. 

If each of you were, according to the advice c^ the apofllei 
to appropriate a certain {Portion of your wealth towards the 
fj^bfiftence oi.the poor ; if, in the computation of yourex* 
pcncea, and of your revenues, this^article were to be always 
regiMrded a&.the moft facred, ai)d the moil inviolable one : 
. ThM Ibattld w^ <|)lickly £ee the number of the afflifled to 

diminiOi i 



314 sitnuov K4 

dimifitfli : We BwM iam Tee mucked inu^ (cWvch^ tbifc 
peace, tfa«k faapptoefs, and ibatch^rful equality^ wbiiiii 
reigned aunoog the .firft Cbriftiaiiii; we ifliaQUn^ longer 
bd<old fo^ow, thsu mon&was$ d^roportion^ wkieb 6le.. 
vatlAg the one, places, him on J:be pinacle of profpeKttjr 
and ojMilenoei >whilethe olkev ciawls on the groiuiid»^aiid 
gro«n& in liie guiph of povert3r and affli&ioa : m> longer 
jhould ther&be any nohappy* except the impiouarft among 
us; no fecrot«tiferies» exoepttfaofe which fin operat<e» in 
the foul ; no tears, excefrt thofe ol peoil^ee ; <no fi^« 
but for heaven; no poor, but thofe blefled difciples of 
the go{peI, who reaounee all to ioUow their Mafter : Our 
cities would be the abode of ianocenoe ,and compaffionj 
reli^on, a commerce of charity:; the oarth, die image of 
heaven, where in dtierent donees of glory» ^achis equ^ 
ally happy ; and the enemies oi fdith would agaia, as iot* 
merly, be foreed to render glory to God, and to confii^ 
that there is 'fomtAing oi diviae in rel^ion, which is ca^ 
pable of uniting men together in a manner fo new. 

Buly in what the error here confiits, is, that in thopiac^ 
tice, nobody confiders charity as one of the moltefieatialy 
obligations of Cfariftianity: confequently, ihey have ao 
regulation on that point : if fome booc^ty by beftowed* i| 
is always arbitrary; and however imall it be» tlM^ are 
equally fatisfied widi themfelv^s, as if they had even gone 
beyond their duty. 

Befides, when y<m pretend to excufe the feantiners of 
your charities^ by faying that the number of the poor is end* 
lefs ; what do you bdieve to fay <? yoa Uiy that your obliga- 
tions, with refpefl to them, are become only more indifpea* 
fible ; that your compaiBon ought to incr^fe in proportion 
as their wants^increafe ; and that yoa coatrafk new debts, 

whenever 



It istben, my hrc^bren, it i&dliriog tfiefepublUc ^Ii^itkf, 
that you ought to retrench even from expences, which at 
aoy^hef ff^riod might bt ptrmk(ed» ^ndi wbidi fiit|^ even 
be ^oper ; it is thai:, that you Ought to confi4cr youtfelvBSk 
butas ihepmctpalpoon andip tsifc$ 4sa <?hari4y whateverypu 
take for yourfelvesp tc k tten that you are no longer^ either 
graf^ee, man id office diftiitguifliedi citizen, or woaian of 
iUuftrioua birth; you are fioiply believer,' member ^f Jefos 
Chrift,; -brother of every affliiSed Chnflian, . 

Jsod furely, fay : .wlait Uiat cities and provincel ase 
ibrook with every calamity $ that men cn^ated after the im* 
age of Gody and redeemed wi(;h bis whole blood* browfe 
like^the anim^d* and through their neceffity go to fearch in 
the firids a food whkfa nature has not intended for mao^ 
and whieh to them becomcfs a food of death; would you 
bave^tbe re&dotion to be the. only one excanpted from the 
general evil ? While the face of a whole kingdom is chan^ 
ged, and that cries an lamentations alone are heard around 
your biftA dwetting ; wdhU you prefevve within the 
fame appearance of happinefs, pomp, tranquility, and op* 
ulence ? And where, then, would be humanity, reafon» 
seH^n ? In a p^;an Hepublia*, yoii would foe held as a.bad 
citizen ; in a fociety of fages and wordly* as a foul, vil% 
ibrdid, without nobility, wifhaui gtnerofity, and without 
^devatioQ ; and in the church of Jeius Chrift, in. what light* 
thank you, can you be held ? Oh 1 As a monfter» unwor-i 
thy of the name of Cbsiftiafi which you bear» ot that futbt- 
in which you glorify yecrrfeif, .ol.the facr^tioent which 
you appeoaeh, and «ven oi eiitry into our temples where 

...••• you 
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yott cokie» feeing dH thefe sire the facred Tymbdi g£ tto 
linioiiy which ought to extft among believm* 

Nev^rthelefs» the hand of the Lord, is extended airetwk 
people, in the cities and in the provinces ; you know ^^ 
and you lament it : Heaven is deaf to the cries of ilas^* 
fli£led kingdom; wretchedneb, poverty, defolation,^d 
death^ .walk every where before us* Now, do aHxy of 
thofe eicjcefifes of charity biecome at prdent a law of pru- 
dence and jufiicei efcape you ? Do you take upon ymxr* 
, felves any part ot the calamities of your brethren ? What 
iball I fay ? Do you not perhaps take advantage! of '^ die 
public milery? Do you tiot perhaps turn the general po- 
verty to a barbarous profit ? Do you uot periiaps compidte 
the ftripping ot tlie unfortunate, in affefHng to hold out to 
4hem an affifting hand ? And, -are you unacquainted with 
the inhuman art, of deriving individiial profit, even ffoin 
the tears and the neceifities of your bretbreh ? Bowels of 
iron, when you ihatl be filled, you fbail burit afonder; 
yourfdicity itfelf fhall cMftitute your puni&ment, and 
the Lord will flkower down upon you his war omd* bis 
¥nrath. 

My brediren, bow dreadful fliadl be the pretence of die 
poor before the tribunal of JefusChrift, totbegreajteftpart 
of the rich in this world I How powerful fliall be thefe 
accufers ! And how little fhall remain for you to fay, when 
they (hall reproach to you the fcantinefs' of the fuccour 
which was required to foften and ito relieve their wants': 
that a fingle day, cut off from' your profufions, would' hav^ 
fufficed to remedy die indigence of one oi their yesffs; 
that it was their own property which you withheld, fince 
whatever you had, beyond a fufi^ciency, belonged t^ 
them ; that confequently» jrou have not only been tmel^ 

but 



llui ^ ynjttft» itiifefofitig it to tbein ; bilt lhat> nfter di, 

your bardheartednefs has fervied only to exercife. Ae\r pa^ 

iience» and to render them more worthy of immortality, 

^rlKhiie.)^,: forever; deprivi^ of tbofe riches; wfai(:lf you 

. ;i«cre runwilling tp ledge^in fafety:in- the bofonaf of ^ 

f>mr» ftailifeceiive for your portion o^ly the ciurfe prepdr^ 

>ei for ihi6fe who £hall have feen Jefuk Chrifti fufierin|r . 

. jMnifer, thicft, !and nakednefs ii! his members^, and Ihal} 

Jnoit bftVe ireiieved turn. Such is the illafioii of the. pretexts 

employed to difpenfe themfelves from the duty of ^charity ^ 

let us now determine the rules to be obferved, in fulfil. 

liiig it ; and, after: having de&nded this dbl^tioxi s^ihft 

.;alL the vain excnfes of aVance» letiis.eadeav^ur to fav« it 

•from evienftlie^efeiQff.of cfaartty. - 

•:■.': •;.. . • ' .:.:.-;( i \^ '-'■ ' • ' 

, , :Part II. Not to fompMl ^be-trumpet in o^4cr{^ at^afi the 
.pi^b)ic;a^e9<;iQii inihf cqyp^JQanate offices. i^bkb.weren^ 
4lG|r.> to : our bre^l^rq^ y, to pbfei^ye m ord^r eyen qi jui^ce 
ifl'chari^yi and npt^ |ir€|fpr^^ wants pf ..fingers to tipple 
witix wb^^, we are, cofi|i^£bd ; to ' appear:, feeling for t^ 

. pli^oPSH^s ^d to biaw/ bow to footb the rfi£^Qi by our 
tendernefs and affability, a^; well af by, 9Uf.,bp)U)ty; in a 
word, to find opt, by o^vjgilance and attention, the fe* 
^fr^t of their {faame^ ^b^ld.the rules which the prefent ex- 
9py^e of our Saviour prd^ribes to us in tbdl||p&ice of 
companion,. • 

' 0ly* ^^ ^^^^^ iip.into a dtdle^t and hidd<en place, ikys 
^rgofpel ; he afcended a mc^otain, where he feated^im- 
{elf. lyith his difciples. His defign, accordii^ to the holy 
iiHfi^reters, was to conceal jmm the eyes pi the ndgh- 
bpurjpg villages the miracle of multiplying the loaves, and 
to have no witnefles of his compaffion except thofe who 

were 
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I- it, 

mtrt io raap tbe frxiics of iu EIrft inflruAi^aw ^ %ft 

' yes, my bKthanen, how .may: froks i of. mlmpiffiaiii ibc 
^every day blafted in the figbt o{,iG64 by.the^eorehiitg 
mk^ of pride «id vain oftentttiofi l^Hmrm^^^Ais^^ 
Joft ior eteraiiy! Uow many, tre^fttresy'wfaicb werd kew 
Ikved ta have hccnrfafcly lodged id the bofom of: tbe^ oodl» 
<ttd vfU^ 0idloti9^y appear cbrrupted Udth.v^nniiti and 

III troth, : ihofe grojV and fiatef&cedihypiac^rhea vn prd 
«rhich <]^nlyjii?Aitiit^.the;ii«Farid' the merit ofilieirpiotxa 
exertions; pride is more ciiaftlagi atid it iie^enaltc^ethcir 
unma£ks itfelf ; but, how diminutive is the number of thofe 
who, moved wflfc.the true zeaSt^t charity, lite but Sa- 
viour, feck oiit-friitary aii^ ptiVat<i j^laces io hefiew^ wd; 
at the fame, to conccaHheii^holy^tsf! We now fee diily 
that oftentatidus zeal, whith^'notbinlf hut n^ceffities of eclat 
can intereft, and- which piigiifly ^ifl*s' to makitf the public 
acquainted with every gift'?' i:!»ey iWtlfometimea, it » true* 
adopt tneaftires to conceal them» but they are not forry 
when an indifcretton betrays them ; tliey will not perhaps 
coart the public attention, but the^ are ddighted wfa«a 
the public attentxoir fnrprifes them, and they almofi cpn« 
fider as loft any liberality which rem^iins concealed* . 

Alas I ooi^ temples and our ak*irs, are they not. cv^ry 
where marked ^ftfa the gifts md with thename^ of their 
benefaflors ; that h to fey, are they not this puMie momi<^ 
ments t>f our forefathers and our own vanity 9' If the in- 
vifible eye of the heavenly Father alone was meant id have 
^itncflcd them, to what purpofe all that vain oftentation f 

Arc 
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Are yofd iaifraid'that the Lord forget your aflTerings ? If 
ybu wifli'only to pleafehim, wby expofe your gifts to any, 
other eye? Why thefe titles and thefe itifcriptions Which 
immortalife, on facred walU, your gifts and your pride ? 
W^s if not fufficient that tb^y were writteti even by the 
hand of God in the book oMife ? Why engrave 00 arpe- 
rHhable mafbk the merit of a deed, which charity i/^onld 
have rendered immortal ? » 

* Solbraon, after having completed the moft ^upet b and the 
moft magnificent temple ol which the earth coatd ever 
boaft, engraved the awful name of the Lord alone upon it^ 
withdut prefuming to mingle any ^etiaof i^jil of the grandeur 
KiX iik race with thofe of the et^rtial msgefty of the King 
t>f 'kings. We give an appellation of piety to this* cuflom ; 
:1c is thought that thefe public monumertts excite ^he libe- 
rality of believers. But the Lord, hath he charged your 
Vanity with the tare of attradihg gifliskto his altars? And 
hath he permitted you to depart from niodefty in order to 
make your brethren more charitable ? Alasi !. the moft pow- 
erful among the primitive believers ^rricA humbly, as tiic 
moft obfcure, therr patrimony to the' feet rf the apoftks : 
They beheld with an holy joy their names and tiieir wealth 
confounded among thofeof their brethren who had lefisthah 
they to offer; they were not then diftinguifhed in tiieaf- 
jembly of the faithful in proportion to their gifts ; honours 
and prec^den«y were not yet the price of gifts and offer-' 
ing«, and they knew better than to exchange the eternal re^ 
eompence which they awaited from the Lord for aay frivo« 
lOus gloi^y they could receive fcom men : and now the 
xrhurch has not privileges enough to iatisfy the vanity of 
Iter^nefadors ; their places are marked out in the fan£luary ; 
their tombs appear even under thcalta*', where only th^ 
^ Voi^ L S $ dihes 



330 S £ R M O N XI. 

afhes of martyra ih^uld r^poTe. Cufioai, it ii true, mh 
iborif^s this 4ibufe ; but cuApm d<it^ aot always 'j^^fy 
what.it autboriies* 

» ;• • ♦ . • iM / ■ . " 

Chtrity, my bretfipcn* is that f%reet-l]md)ikig favoitr .of 
J«fD^ iChrift wkicK V9AiQieS| akid U cKtinguiAed ftom th^ 
moment thHiiihempfilti^ I tnean nQt that pubKc #6b of 
compaflion are to be refrained fro^ ; We <)we th$ eidific^c- 
lion and example of them to our brethren ; it is proper that 
lhey:£Be our WOrkt;- bi<t y^ ought Jiot outielves to fee 
iinemt and out* Mt hamd ihonld> be ignoitot'. ^f wb«it oimt 
right beAow^ ; ^vetiibofie a&ioni Which ?d!0ty?rea4c^f th4 
ipeft'ftin^; Ought always to.be hidden ial^ie pc^parali^a 
id tbejie^rt; wc ought lo entennin a^iod of J^^fiiiff of 
the. public view on thHr account, and «o beliefe .their pUr 
rky in bkiy only whenibey are e^i^fed to the eyeil of 
Goi alone. ¥es^ my. bredven, thofe UbecalMies vM^h 
bavis flowed. moUy in fecret reach ib* hofom of Qod^ 
Jiiuch mom pure than others, which, eveli contrary $io Out 
wiibeii baying: bet^ exppled to the eyes of fla^n, hec.0iM 
•troubkdand defiled, as I. may fay, in their icourfe, bf (ho 
inevitable flatteries of felf-love, and by [the. applauf^ of 
the behoMers ; like thofe rivsers which <hAve<^ flawed. nioftll^ 
under ground, and which pour their fix^msinlo the ooaao 
pure, and undefiled, while^ on the oomi^ry>-( thofe. win^h 
have trayerfed plains and countrieai» eXpofed to. the day, 
carry there, in general, only muddy waters^ and drag albpf 
with them the wrecks, carcafles, and flimei which they 
have amafled in theircourfe. Behold, then, the firft rule 
of charity which our Saviour here lays down; tofiiun flie%ir 
and oftentation in all works of compaflion ; to beonwilliog 
to have y^cHir name mentioned in them, either on accounjt 
of the rank which you may there hold, or trom the glory 

of 
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ih^ 4neff^ make In Vhc ^workl; ind not to ){ 
thai Wbicb chditiiy Ind afikfied only far | 

•...,'!,;.: ,. ■ • - r !• , :' '- : ^-^ 1 

^* ^i^&d§Ad eitietKiifitiftce iv^ieh Ir^msrlt; m our gofpel 
te;>^))M iuy^Mlfe df«14l the^i^ultitude ^^iio prefenctbemKtvfA 
t6:JtfdvCib>fft(lsi«j)d6led*i aUaire^hidi^^^ 
and we do not rea!i*chia<v wk^^regdlrd tolthem, dur SarvSmf 
hath ufed any dtllin6lion or preference. Second rule : 
(llMrtiy-l9 tmiv«^><4i JimiiUheq ihdfc c9pTiciisus ItbtralSies 
yi4lte)kr|k(<tt(f fdi^ifisn^irhe^liiQ oeftain v^^^mtf^ ohh/rm tyu 
Siit* m Aiufr^^il agslMk ^{pttveu. • * Yott 4nd ^rfons irt tli^ 
Hf^pMT 'i/rhb^/Qqier <he'|ji'etexts of ' having' ilat«d chJM?Jti«i 
8rtd^p]ai!>»sd«fti9»d «i^4myvt^t4iM>m, are*<tfltoti»tM> sr)! o*i^ 
^Mts^;*' Iij vai^ «i^M yooinfbrm them tH» a fsonityk on 
Ihe ^i^iitik df ttiiti^ta^t^' thuca very Ifnall aftflamee v^ouldex^ 
i^date'^ S 'that i ^&«itig |>^fon bfeogs dver 4 ^^recipiee, and 
Tk^9^mi*^Shifi¥f perlAli' if -roHie fnenldly aind afll^ng hmi 
6b iide^tjlH() 6UI ; '^^ &ttt*ritor}ou$7anA tiifefieiiieilalbHfHitiMt 
iMllfad/ ^il^ ikft fiijJpo¥ted by ei i<eB€<«ra)'(rf cbafity ; theft 
im^ n<y(ft«^c«ffitks df^er their tafie i aind br fuMtiiig eHe!Drirei4 
fiMkf^WlliHg )»GfUm%;»/ 1^ imagim tO'bave^f^unctefeditKl 
#fgh»'ti^'^te#iWg «i«kfni dfyVye arid ^anr indlflf^r^Dl fafaart 
•Wf^ I^i$rdtf<a4|itfl«rtrf rm^^ . .' :/ . "■ ■^ 

I know that charity hath its\]4fdiHi'Qftddiir;iriMriliT ^ tkat 
ill its praftice it ought to ufe a proper diftindion ; that juitice 
M^aitt^'^a^'prefiireiiadUd: c^trtain fi^iK^ r'bat I would iiot 
hA^M^thal'itmhodfeftKoKitrivy^ M I hiaj^ «po$ ^ealcr whiiih; 
td 'al ^nt, kv^wtr wlitfr^toi flop^ ::irMcH hat hs days, its 
pfUbot^ it^prrforis, a<kt Jta limiti ;i which,- Bey odd' thde; 
bricfUe^ a«d 0|Ai f^tle ?irtth itfelf , t<y be aifeaed only irf 
ebrfiaift times and bf ceitatn wanta. Ah i ai^e w« thus maf* 
•«ri of our hearts' w<6^a we truly love oar lurechren ? Can 

we 
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at our will* mark out to our&tves'tthe diom^iitt'Of 
wannthand ot indifiereoce ? Charityy that holv^ love;, is i| 
fo regular when it truly infiamesHihe h^art ? Has it :no^, if 
I may fay fo, its tranfports and its excefies ? Aad do not 
. hecafions fometimeso4curfo truly <a'Sk£lixig» xfaa^.did:t)|it'a « 
fingk fpark of charily cxift in ycair hie«H» ii should (hem, 
I icfelf* and in the inftaist woiUd^Dpto yottr^]iClWjd%.<ii <^t 
j paffion^and yonr xichds to yourkrotb^? » < i •>>/ v . ; 
J *' . : . . ... .1 .t. ,/^ .• .. V 4i; ii::;;': 

j . r would not have that rigidly c«rbttmrp^«hgaitEf^«lfaiiA 
la never done with iu Scrutiny noki wbidi.'f49ra^.i^iA3llAi 
the truth of the neceffities laid ep^ tot^it* Seo at ia ikuti 
multitude which oar Saviour ^llrth» lie^plylnmrtlf jbo 
fi^arate thofo whom idlenefs or thetfeie hope;:of eorpoAtal : 
jioudfhmentfaad perhaps- attracted to the dilfert, 'an<t yikf^ 
might fiiU hshre bad fuffiolent^lTei)^ ^iMogp aii4 lltekt^ fy^ 
food in the neigfaboaring villages ; nQmat bcxcepiipifFcm 
bit divine bounty. Is the being tedticed to(fei||^.wr<*cWr 
edoeiti not a Aiftctent mifery of kfelf P la it no( pget ^rAlg 
to affift fifittious > wants^' rather than to run the rifcof. «e^ 
iofing to real and melancfaoty d>jefis of oompn^^oprj^- 
. When an impoftor (houki even decieiye j^oiir cfatrity» ^ffium 
> 18'the krfs ? Isrit not always Jefu^ Ctirfft v4io jr^tiivts; i^ 
: from your hand ? And is your xecoidpenfe,attacbe4$^'ifafi' 
abufe which may^be made of your bountyt or to the inteo* 
ttohitfelf which ieftows it? ' .; - j * 

From this* rule there fprinfs a. third* laid dowftintln^ 
hiftory of our gofpel, at the fame li^ne with the:otber twa^ 
it is, that not only ought charit^r to be univeria], bt^tlifco^ 
wife mild, affable, and eompaflii>iiile« Jefus Chrift be^ 
holding thefe people wandering «^d ui^rovsded* at the 
' foot of the mountain, is touohed. with compa^Son ; he ia a& 
feded at the fi|[ht, .and the wants of the multitlide awakro 

his 
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kk; tsiiddriifers «nd piiy^j 'Ebird: fule: the genlleiie& (rf*^ 
charily. ' .r- ,.•■.•• ••-• -. - ; 

W<$often'aocDmpkiiy pity wi^&tnjich afpcirity ^towards 
tlie ttttfi^in»ie» wUie ftietcliingioutitp them atrhelpifig' 
Iiatid ; *imt look upoa t&efinr ^jtfa>lb ibur and:foi feveire a* 
coii]lteiBaQce» that^a fioipte denialr Jiad b^n Ms gallUhgitir 
thecir^saia chvkyiahasflii^. and fouRfe^in^Iy boftowed;- 
for ihe pi^y which appear&affeAed by our nivsfdrtimids^ con» 
f0lc9iiliea9aliii>oft,afit]nisich as the^*lK>uiity -which r^Keties 
tkrai*' -^We'repfoa<di to. bfadnivtibflrir ftrengtb, their, idlends, 
their »ra|ideriiig and v^^gdHmdliaamier^j w« aixMetheitfi 
^«rn eoitdufi; ior their ifidtgence^fl^ wveiehedftefs ; and, i 
iii:f&eik«Nri^g;w«piinFdia& (far tight ^i isMtifIg th«0l>' 
Bui, W9ce the tmhappy^ cscalUre whonr foci- > i»tti«pgdv pet^^ 
mittttdsto rep^; .if the /«b|eftne& u>£'hi» ^fituitiotiihkd dot> 
pRH* th0 obdsfc^f ihane sAidnefpaiS'upoii ibis toi^e p Wbat^ 
dayoo^'i^^diKsit to* mewiiFoix)^ ho^ayt^.Aiiidltf'hfie) aiid- 
^dd9'.aiid..iiiag^t]d.'maniian»>i Bm aft^dkeckie^- 

which'iay'Oiir.apvienceieogrfli^.yoii;? 3/hd ^a^ oi ambi*- 
tfon, -ihe'aiixibiiesiDoC fdrmiieiF tb& im|»il&> of l^e paP^ 
ftcin&» ttet/ri^seinefits of ..Yobiptaoi»fiiefi>: I lai^. be an 
ttnprofiti^^ fciixrant*. but are^fy diL not jHourfeif ah imkkh*': 
£at oiiQi? iAb 1 d. the asio^i rolpable wflare ahvi^ to be the: 
pooreil and the Tooft uafoftiiBate in this tWozU, ^ wooM yont» 
lot be fuperior to mine ? You reproach me with a firength 
which I apply, to no purpofe»/biu to what ufedo ybu apjply 
yomrtowii IS^caak I worl&notl ought notl to* faav« food ^ 
hvtaiie. yoik.difpenfed yoncfelf from that law I Are yom 
riiilimerely that you may ^pa&.your lifein: a ibaflo^fd ef-^' 
feniaacy and JQeth ? AkJ ^heJLord will judge betwixiiyoa* 
and me;, awl before hi$ awfol tribunal it ftall be leenr 
whether ytoi voliqptuoiilhefs and pro{u£k>ns were loareaU 

. lowable . 
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to al£ra£l .ai&ftance to my iufferings, .- . % . } 

Ymi tqgr lxeAi3esB»^icii«8 at JiiiiA offiev to the unioitb. 

5ttirl#rtuiie:pieflink iis<iot;ako{pe!lfeir.«qireU6v^ soiird^i**! 
g(»i^ rfcilk^HalntKats; k( .iiit^ab^.{iofiri:bimiiiiuk7V'at;.laiC>' 

nwEifiit&NiS mtffortiiiiet widi miitBtUikf''^ wo^Jkffa^ 

ipbefitpr ot bfte«»i»aodh)iQttrjbikdi«rv 

<y^ jp| bf9;fiificbrings;i^£i& ^^'xaifaiitsf Md ^otu^ftiuim 

aild.brutalil)n wliichi&dfli tefwriagthkhsMntiwith fi>rro»r 9' 
IiilMmaii>fflid.h bi»^ you^thciEiitf&aU .yoisr hmAbHhy. oh' 
adMfiiinoilui tliBaltei fibth,cilit f{iea»ck.4if vJaTus Cbivftt 
fiiib«ligvfnfi9ie:al .^kjoiApkfs offer. iiaibthg*^\«nEMrth)r^4vf' 

aiiaftlbipB»: ^:ieymiigtfdibei,.ireU^^ .add ':dt 'tis: 

otfa0rtoin3fs.6l.«befagahig^ lift revised?' :.. -* ( 

* 3ipfc» iit is^ iKSi etmagh^ tfaat ivr o^'l^eaits fee liof Ibr ' tW 
djftrdTeiv i^rliitb- forefii^ >tbdfitfeli^i/ la our. view y ^hismy 
fpQ9 fmihei :. it doei no« inSciontly await ^ofei 0<ca6%ii|r,. 
wlikfti .cJBUUiei may. thmwrafrifs wiy ; it kntWf^ how fo- . 
(taEt€iuh/tmJou%f afid^^^n. itO'ailtkapate ih&miilkVi^^ Laft^ 
rulei tbeil»^laBceof cbarity* . Je&i9 Ghrift xiSttia not tiill: 
thofe poor.|pt6|rievaidrefc^ isbamfelvc^. m jbiin^ and l^ifpen^ ^ 
- / ; their 



OK irHAXXf «. gjd 

tbsiir waffit r Ht is t^e firft to £fedvttf Umd ) ' fikmly hu 
k« iottftd ib^ti' ottc,. whto iirkh'^ Philip, -fae librtfaes dte 
jueanfr et rdieviag theitu^ Tbto cb^ity; whicK k not n^i^ 
km, an^doas after this ralainitieir of Wfaickit is yet igno4 
¥dttt| ^ngeaiouyiii^foox>citingtli9{<b«rfiidt>ebdtei^out to re» 
iiliita ^onoaiiefd, Which iie^iiire to be:f0itcitidd, ^rdBMl 
AHA ;efvm itepaHuned; sefemblt^s tiot ths efairity oi» Jeftis 
Cbrifl ; we imi^ vrftUih^ aoJ pshetfifte^hd Gbfourityv wbkA 
fiiafBri^0fi»tot>ur ix^utitiel ; tbi8isktol>a fimpliervdiricc; 
it. is the C(Kifeqaenc6 oi' th« pTfec^pt>of tJuH-kjr^ Tbepftfi 
torSi ifiib/ acxovding ttn faiths .are the fotfanrl ^ ibr pso* 
pie, are obliged to watch over their fpiridualcoricfffiv ; and 
that is one of the moft effential funftions of their miniflry ; ^ 
the itcbmd tte powerM 8f« «flaUiflied' iff GibkI. ibrfa- 
tben andtfafe pafiors erf «lie|))bor, aoc^rdtag t^.ihe hqAj$ 
Thtj^ me botfird then to inatcli cmKintraHyoif^ Ibeir ^e* 
reffities t^^yft, tbfobgb \^iit of vigiJince^ thiyefcapc :ifaeir 
atcention, Uiey ate gtuh^ beidre Ood oi all the conCrqllenf 
te«i - iHvi(?h tt iiMll f«rcMr liittiiwi^ottM k«vd iirqv>rfai«d«i 

ft iS'iiMi theit )«o«i*afie' rekjuiiwl to find oiRall t}ie4<$arl^ - 
ti6<5(Sl&tie« of a fcityi fcUt caftf ttidattcnikrtr4reeKa6ked of 
3iic«i 5 4ti8- tequifi^di Uhat you^ who, tbUDugh fmt vrtJalih 
Of ftirthi *bld th<* firft rthk in a'dopartiAefrti fiiafl i!o«; b^ 
fujrrbvindtdi wnkifown to ywi^ 'wkh thotdandft of u^folta^ 
nate felkw*cf featured, whopii^kitfetrrct, 4nd whofcicyei 
ate condnuAlly v^rofanded wit*i the pomp of your train, adil 
wbo, beftdestheit wretchljdnert, fu&r agaia^ tel may ftyi 
in ybut- profp^rity ^ It i« reqaired, thfea yOii, wft©, anlid ^tt 
thep1^fur^4?.<)f the fcouA, W <rf the «icy» fee floM^i»g 'mi0 
your ba»d«.'thfe fruit* 6f'fhe fweat and tof )the laboiirof fa 
many unfohuttate^^pte, who'inhabit youriinflf and your 
fiekh ; it is tequired,' that yod'te wqdainted vmh tbofe; 
irbotothc toil»^f indaftryarid olage havr exhaufted, and 

who. 
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who, in their humble dwelling^, drag on the wretched ip^ 
mains of dotage .and poverty ; thofe^wbom a laoguilhing ^ 
healthy renders incapable of labour, their only re(burqe 
againft indigence and want ; : thofe whom fex and age, ex* 
pofed to fediifiion, and whofe innocence you, might (lave 
been enabled to preferve. Behold what .is required^ aod 
what with every right of juftice is exa3ed from youj be- 
hold the poor with whom the Lord hath charged you, and 
for whom you (hall, anfwer to him ; the poor, whom be 
leaveth on the earth, only for your fake, and to whom his 
providence hath afligned no Other refource, than your 
wealth, and your bounty. 

Now, are they even known, to you? Do, you char;^ 
their paftors, to make them known to you ? Are thefe. the 
cares which occupy you, when you (hew yourfe}f in the 
midd of your lands and poflcffions ? Ah ! It is .with cruelty 
to fcrew your claims from the hands of thefe unfortunate 
people ; it is to tear from their bowels the innocent p^ice 
of their toil, without regard to their want, to the mifery 
of the times which you alledge to us, to their tears, and of- 
ten to their defpair: What (hall I fay? It is perhaps.^ 
crufh down their weaknefs, to be their tyrant, and not 
their Lord and their father. O God ! Curfeft thou. nojt, 
thefe cruel generations, and thefe riches of ini(|uity ? Dojl 
thou not (lamp upon them the marks of misfortune and 
defolation, and which (hall foon blaft the fource of thejr 
families ; which wither ^he root of a proud pofterity : 
which produce domedic difcord, public difgraces, the fall 
and total extinQion of houfes ? Alas ! We are fometimes 
aftonifhed to fee fortunes apparently the be(l,efiablt(bed» 
go to wreck in an infiant ; thofe ancient, and formerly fo 
illuilrious names fallen into obfjcurity, no longer to offer 
to our view, but the melancholy wrecks of their ancient 

fplendour ; 



^iendbur ; and therr'eitates become the property oT their 

"rivals; or perhaps of thmi crWn fertahts. Ah! Could w6 
Mivelligate the fbur<;e ot > their misfortunes ; if their aflies, 
and the pompous Wrecks,.' Which in the pride of their monu- 

' TO^tii' remain to us of their'glbry, couldlpcal :- Do you 
fee/ they would fay to^is^ thefe fad marks of our grandetir I 
It islthe tears of 'the; poor whom we negle£led, whom wo 
4>p{irefied,. which ixave gradually fapped^v^nd at la&'hWe 
totally overthrown them ; their cries have Ihvfyn down the 

' thunder of heaven upon our palaces : The Lord hath 
hh>wn'upbn Dur foperb' edifices, and upon our fortune, 
and .hath .'dtflipated then lile diift : let the name of the 
poor: be: honourable in tUy fight, if you wifli that your 

' names &ay'never perifli iii the memory of men : let com* 
p^iffion Tufiain your houfes, if you wiDi thai your pofterity 
Be (not'bucied under their ruins : become wife at our coft ; 
aiid/letour inisfbrtunes in teaching yoo our faults^ teach 
you alfo to ihun them. 

And' behold, my brieibren, (that I may fay fomething' 
' tefpeSing! it, befcire r conclude,) the iirft advantage of 
' ^Chriftiari charity ; bleffings even in this world* The' 
bread^hldTed by our Sahriour, multipiieis in the hands of the 
Apoftfes Who dtilribute it; fivetfaoufandare fatisfied; and 
tw4lve'baflcets can 'hardly contain the remnants gathered 
tip: that'is to fay, that the gifts of charity, are riches of 
benedi£fion, which multiply in proportion as th^ are dif* 
tributed, alid which bear along with them into our houfes, 
a fource of happidefs arid abundance. Yes, my brethren^ 
charity is a gain ; it is an holy lifury ; it is a principle 
which retm'ns, even here below, an hundred fold. You 
Ibmetimes complain of a fatality in yoi^r affairs | nothing 
{u'cceeds with you ; Men deceive you ; rivals fupplant you ; 
Mafters negleA you; the elements confpire againfiyou ; 
: Vol. L T t ' the 
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the beft concerted ichemes vt bhftod : niliciatq witliTM 
the poor ; divide with tbem thf iiicrcafe of your foitttoe.: 
in {proportion a^ yoor profperity aUgmenU, <k> you aug^ 
meat your beneiadioBi ; floufifli for them as wejl tfs for 
yoiirrelf : God htmfelf jhalt th«» be intt refted in your fiiCi*- 
DcA } you fluiU have, found out thp kctct of engaging him 
in your fortune, and he will preferve ; ^at do I fay ? Ho 
will b]ffs»' kfftiSviU inuJtiply richea* in.whtch. He fe^ 
Vl^ided ihft •pottioa oi bis affii&^d saendMnrs. . 

TUa is a tr«th| confinned by thcexfArieaoeof aU^a^ 
ebi^itable families are continually ficen to pmfpec : a watch-^ 
fvjl Provide nee prefides over aU their aSdra ; where others 
> are ruia^ < they beonne rich : they are feeo to Aourtfli^ 
iHit the (ecret €mim\ is fiot peiee^vcid, which pbura ia upon 
t|iein tbeir property :l they are the fleeces of Gideon^ covered 
Widi th^ dew of Hwveii^' whileallaioiiiid ia barren and dry^. 

Such is the firft advantage of compaffion, I fay nothing 
even of the pleafuf oi which we oii^ht to ieei in the delightful 
^ik of fpotbing tbofe whp hfkff in maUng ^ {eUow-»crea^ 
t^re happy, in reigning over hearts, and; in attra^ing upon 
04Xi[frlve<, the innocent tribaU of their. acclamations and 
^eir thinks. Q. ! were wt to leap but the pleafiire at 
beftpwingi would it not be an. ample recompenfe to a 
wpi^hy heart ? Wh^ has :even the^msj^iiLy of the thaooe 
more 4^Iicioua» tbain thei power ot difpenfiog favoiirs ? 
Would princes be much attached to their graodeutt and to 
their power, were they condemned to a folitary enjoymem 
of them? No» my bretbrea, make your. riches aafubier^ 
yient as you will, to your pleafures, to your pcofiifiona, 
and tp your caprices ; bui never will you employ thezn in 
a way which, ihali lea^e a. joy fo purei, a^dfowoati^ of tho 
heart, m in th^^ of ^^omf^ting thifr ui^iartnnabe. 

.What 
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' : Wbat tivltedi cm Im mom gratefcrl to the be«rt» tfian tlit 
cohfiAeil^eV' tiiatl tftex^. is not a moraent in the day^, in 
which fome afflifted fouls are not raifing up their hands 46- 
Heaven for us, and bleffing the day which gave us birth ? 
K^ctfaat maia^dc* wtioni Jeflia Cbrift hath filled ; thd air 
nifbundfi 4fith theik^blcffings imd thanks; they fay totheib» 
ielvcs^ this is rf prophet ; tisey wifli to efiabliih him theif 
luBgL'i.fAbiWetelmen to chbofe their xnaft^s, k wduld 
AQtthcr'betheihdft'fioblev nor^e 'tn6i- vaHani ; it wouM 
p^ the mpfl iboinjpiaffii^nate/ the moftJnimdne^ the moft chai. 
ritaBfei .the tnoA tHlhtg': raaftert vfbo^ at tfai fiinie iimmi 
^oiild bethiirfikke^^. ' r 



. LMy^ I ad iiot<»dd that Chrifimn charity aSftj fa ek^ 
jiiatin^ Ihd criniea <6f <abiibcbnce ; and that it is almoft the 
'xMty meaLtk of falvation wlu^h Provideiiocfaaih provided 
idr ybu^.ydj^sdfe borivtd'^oijpetity. Were cftarity infuiv 
ficitsit to redeem our offences, we nnj^ certainly thihk 
tnirfdvi^s entitled tcJ t^>mpiaui,'fays.a; holy father; we 
Aigbt ialLeit iU^ thIrt'Ood bad de)>fiMed<insen; oi fo eaiy a 
foi^tn fif firivation ; H leaft might we fay that^ i^coiild.we but 
.o)k!q Ifae ga^s ! 6f Heavtovl thrdugk IIm? means of ricbesi 
mi purchafe With^odr twbote wealth thd glory of the holy; 
.ws dUea ffaodld be hapipy^ WeU, my hnethrta« continues 
^hefady Father^ profit. by thist priviUge^ fet^nglit is graiit«> 
edrto )y^ ; hafiesi before your riches moulder au^ay^., t^ 
di^M^fit tkeifo in the bofom of the poor^ as the pilice uf the 
liQg4«i^^ of heaven;: the : malice of mtu migiit perhaps 
have deprived yojA of them; yotir pafiions might have 
p^rbap» fviralkiwed them op ) the. torhs* of fortune might 
blyetiu-ansfefctM them toothed hands ;declth/ at lafi» wouU 
foontr Qt ^aier bhve feparated you from tfaem<; ah I cbaritf 
^lone depofits tiieiJi be^od the rdach of all tl^efe acciw 
debts ; it vendm you:th€&$ eveilaftsng prikifon U lodgdi 

tliem 
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lllem in fafety in ih^ et^nnl ubermacid^r^i'Mi^MS'.t^iiMia 

right of for eyer. eig/fiy'mg ^bcm ia dui fofiim: of G^dSihsv - 

fclL . . -' ■ ■: ^:^.:... "l^ /..:'*^ 

Are yovL not. happy, in bemgMe ti atftirctd yooffiid 
ildmittance into heaven by.means fq^^y ?* In beitig.ABte; 
by clothing the naked,«to eflface irota^ifks book M ^i/vht 
juftice the obfccnitkS|. thQ.luxinyr.aiiil'ihei^r^tdariti^of 
your younger years? . In being ahfe; by fillingl th^hatigef^ 
to repair aU the fenfuialities of your life?. Lafily^ in^Beisg 
able^ by (hel&ering inipocencejn the afylunxs of compafliohv 
to blot out from the remembrance joi God the^ruin of fe 
many fouls, to whom you have been a fiumbling block ? 
Great God ! What goodnefs to man^'tojoeniider as^itierlto^ 
libus a virtue ^hich cofts fo l&tle to fehe teait L T<^tnlmt5* 
ber in our favour feelings of hukianity, of :ivhicfa wacccbld 
never divcftjourfelVes .without being, ;at the feme,: diyelt. 
ed of our nature; to be vcilliiig to vccept aithapiice^ 
am eternal kingdom irail riches, whkh wfe even* enjoy only 
through thy bounty ; which we could never coi^tinn^ii^ 
poflefs, and fconi wbich^ after a mo^ntary an<i Ifleeting 
€njoym(t»t, we mufl: at laft be fcparated I f Nevertfaele^sv , 
mercy is promifed to him who fball have (hewn it^ a fink 
tier ftill feeling tathe calamities of his brethreii will' not 
continue long infenfible to the. infpirsrtipnsi of faeaiett; . 
grace ilill reterves claims upom a heart; in wbich charity 
has not altogether loft its influence.; a good -heak camuk 
long contintiean hardened one ; :that:priaciple of buimrBii. 
ty alone, wluch operates in rendering the heart feeKng 
for the. wants of others, is a preparation, as it we^-e, ;£of|r 
penitence and falvation ; and while charity .ftili a&a in'^ the 
heart, aiihappy converfionis never tobedefpaired;' il^ysret 
then the poor 2^s your brethreti ; chearifli them as your ^ff- 
fpring; refp^fk them as Jefus Gbrift^bi^elf, in order that 

he 
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he fey to you on the great day, " Come ye blefled of my* 
** Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
** foundation of the world. For I was an hungred, and 
•• ye gave me meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave me drink : 
^* I was a ftranger» and* ye IqpH pe ip*; I. was naked, and 
^« ye clothed me ; I was fick, and ye viuted me : For in- 
*^ afmucb as ye have done it unto one of the lead; ot tbefe 
" my brethren, yehavi&done it^uiko mi." 
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Matthew ii. 6. 
And bUJfed is he. whofotvcrJhoHnoi be offended in me. 

It is ablefling, and a rare bleffing, then, not to be offenrfr 
ed in Jefus Chrift. But what was there, or what could 
there be in him, who is the wifdom itfelf, and the glory 
of the Father, the fubfiantial image of all perie£lion, whic^ 
could give fubje6l of fcandal to men ? His crofs, my dear- 
cft brethren, which was formerly the ihame of the jews, 
and is, and Ihall be, to the end of ages, the ihame of the 
greateft part of Chriilians. But when I fay that the crofs 
of the Saviour is the (hame of moft of Chriilians, I mean 
not only the crofs that he bore, I mean more efpecially 
that which we are obliged, from his example, to bear ; 
without which he reje£ls us as his difciples, and denies us 
any participation of that glory into which he has entered, 
through the crofs alone. 

Behold what difpleafes us, and what we find to complain 
of in our divine Saviour. We would wiib, that (ince he 
was to fuffer, his fufierings had been a title, as it were, of 
exemption, which had merited to us the privilege of liot 
.fuffering with him. W us difpel this error, my deareft 

brethren ; 
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Imdii^nJ die only thtafg which depends m'«8» ie thai oi 
wndenug our fufierings merijtoriotis ; but to fuffer, or nol 
to iuffiert is not lA to our choice* * Providence hds fo 7 
wifely difpenfed the good and evil of this life, thai each in 
his ftation, however happy his lot may appear, finds cr9r« 
fiesand affliStpns^wUich ahvayx cocwtctbalance the plea- 
lure^ of H. There is no perfefi happinefs on the eaith« 
for it is not here the time of confdations, hut the time of 
Cbferance. Grandeur hath its fubjefikionsand ttftdifqutets ; 
obfcurity itt jitto;uliations and its fcorns ; the world, its 
oares and its caprices; retirement, its fadnefsand weari^ 
tfe£i ; marriage* its antipathies and its irenzies ; friendihip, 
its lofles ocits perfidies; piety itfelf,- its repngnances and 
its difj^tifis : in a word, by a defttny* inevitable io the diil« 
drenof iVdam, eachoiut finds his own path brewed with 
brambles and thorns. The apparently happieft coii^uoh 
hath its fecret forrows, which empoifon all its felicity V the 
tbrode is the feat of cha^ihs equally as the Idwift ptdce ; 
fuperb palaces conceal the cruelleft dlfcontents, e4Qall3^ , 
as the but of the poor and of the humble labourer; and, 
left i^ur place of exile flioiLkl become endeared to us, we 
^wayafieel, inathoufand diffiarent ways, that fomcthing 
is yet. wanting to our hs^pinefs^ 

, Neverlhelefs, deftined to fuffer, we cannot love the 
lufiferancet ; continually ftridteh with fome afBidion, we 
^re unable to make a merit ot our pains ; never happy, our 
crofies become neceffary, cannot at leaft become ufeful to 
us. We are ingenious in depriving ourfelves of all the 
merit of our fuffeirances* One while we feek, in the 
weaknefs of our own heart, the excufe of our peevifhmffs 
and cj our murmurings ; another in the excels or. in the 
nature of our af9i£lions ; and s^ain, in the obftacles M^ich 
tjbcy feem to us to call in the way of our falvatioti ; that is 

* ■ tb 
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to ftf; ohe^vhHe 1l^e^4^qlliplada'of 'Intibgyibo ^v^^rtd :IiMir' 
our fnfierings ^ith pstience^ aaodierV ibatithey air'tMi^ 
cxceflUve ; aod Idfity, tfaatrk iaisipoiible'siftbalKJimatioii to^ 
payattefltioB^tofalvatioQ. : ' \ r 

• Such are the tloroc pretraii continually oppofed Sti tfaci 
world to'the Ciirifltan ufebf afflifiion : che pretext ^ofMf'^ 
weaksieri ; the pjreiext of ehe etx;4:efi or 'the hatinfe of ioiiiT 
afflffiions ; ^the pretext of the 'obftacies whieh they rfeem. 
to place ia the way .of our fblvatioa. ' Tfaefe are thepre** 
texts we have now to ,ovierthrbw, -.by bppoflng'to- thcim 
the rules of. faith* Attend then,^be «wbom ye may,: and 
learn: tbi^ thecaufe of cohdemnadon tb.mpft"men is iiotr 
jdeafiires alone : Alas! they are ib xatcon ihe^eMh, and; 
Ibnarrowly . followed by dtfgttft! it is likewifetfae uhctarif^ 
tian life they: make of afflifiions« ^ -! 

: .Part. I* The language moft icommbn ^to the fouls af. 
fliEled by the Lord, is that of alledging their own wekku 
nefs, in order to juftify the unchriftian uie they make of • 
their afflf3unis. They coidplaia that tbeyare nbt endoW^ 
fd ^tb a: force of imndfuffieient to preferve unfier thefnf a 
fubmiifive and a patknt heart ; that nothing is more condu-i 
cive to happinefs than^ the want oi feeling ; that this cha- 
orafierfaves US' endlefs vexations and chagrins itievitabfe in 
life ; but that wexannot falhion to ourfelves an heart ac-^ 
cording to our own wiflies; that religion doth nbt renciter 
unfeeling and- ftoical thofe.who are born with the tender' 
feelings of humanity^ ai>d that the Lord is too juft to make' 
a crinie to us even of our mfefortunes. * 

■ But, tO'Overtbrow an^allufion fo common and fo' un- 
worthy of piety; remark, in the firft place, that Whdn Je- 
ftts CbriA bath commanded to allb^ievers' to ))ear with/ 
' fubmiflioQ 
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ftJjttiMto i i and /ii$t<f Iwtf 4w ci«fl«i proJM>&HMlMr u* by kir 
giMn^i betiaih Hcft i«Mdl, that ahn orckr fo juft, ft> con*) 
feting, lb eMfQ#iniftrf« «• hit «Kamp)ec, ftotild concernr 
4Hily the tthfe«*tng and im^tient fMi^. He buch tidi ^^ 
^iiiguiQted MMng hi* diCcijifieSt diofe whom iidti}re« pride^ 
or vefteAioii' liad rendered tmiei* and more cofvftaiit/ front 
thofe WhoRviendernefs and ^manity had endowed with^ 
iJKHtf fceiing,^ in ordeff to m^ilte a dcity lo tbe ftrft oi a pa- 
Hene^ tindf mfenfibility wMch coft them almofl nothtng^ and 
di^^xctrfc 4ke ofhen to whom ihef becoma more di(fieuk« ^ 

-^On the €^Mtrary« hit divine pvocepti ane eurec ; andthc^ 
more ^c arQ iilimioal to- tkem Hivough the ^Aata^r of our 
hbart, tbe more are they proper for, and become neceflary 
lA'Us: ' Ir IS beitaoie you are weak, and tkat tbe leaft con- 
fradi^iom ahrayi^ e^iKrtie ycu fa mi»ch agakift fut^pmceBj 
fhai the Lord muft purify you by tribuiations and forrows i 
ik^ it i» not the Amig w4k> baire Of;c&fioii lo be tried, it k 
theweak^ 

IneftA, wbatif it tb ba w«d& and nepimng? Iti& an 
csccdSvf felUove rit p to give all to natunfraodnotbini; 
•0 faith ; it ift to five way to every impuUe ot inolinatioia; 
snd to livie folely lor cafe and iCelf-enjoyihefit, as conftitu^ 
ting die chief happinefa of man« Now, ik this fituatim; 
amd with this excefliie fnnd of love for the world and for 
yvnirfelfy.if the Lo#d wens not to provide ailidions for 
yoir weaknefs; if he did not ftrik« 5'Ou« body with ait ha«» 
bitual fangoor, which renders the world infipid to youi* 
if >he did not ieikd lofles sm^ vexations, which force 
yoo, througb decency, tO' #cg«lar«t^ and retirtmtnt; 
if he did not overthrow oekaitt {yrqje^ which, feafving 
your Coatune more obicare^ remove yoa £rom the great 
dangers ; if be 4id not fhux you in certain ituasionci 
« Vol. L U u where 
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where ids^fome and inevitable dui&QS'eQi|>loy your Wft d^rs ; 
ill a wordt if he did not place betwix»l yoUr we^knefa'^nd 
you ^ barrier which checks and Aops you« alas ! your in- 
Qoceiice would foon be wrecked ; you ivould foon make, 
an improper and fatal ufeof peace arid .prorperity ; you 
who find no (ecurity even amid affliflions and ttoublef • 
Anif feeing that, affli£led and feparated from the wolrtd, 
and from pleafures, you cannot return to God, wbal 
would it be did a more happy fituation kave you no other 
check to yourdefires thanyourfeli ? The fame weaknefs and 
the fame load of felf-Iove, which render us fo feeling to for« 
row and afflifUon, would render Us fiill more fo to the* dank 
^erous imprei&ons of pleafures and of- human profperiliet* 

Thus, it is no excufe for our defpondency aiid murmuri^ 
to confefs that we are weak and little calculated to fuppoit 
the ftrokes with which we are afflified by God. The 
weaknefs ot our heart proceeds only f roifi the weaknefs of 
our faith ; a Chriflian foul ought to be* a valiant foul,, ft^ 
perior, fays the apoftle, to perfecution, difgrace, infirmi- 
ties, and even death. He may be oppreffed, continues 
the apoftle, hut he cannot be vanquiflied ; he may be def* 
poiled of his wealth, reputation, eafe, and even life, but 
he cannot be robbed of that treafure of faith and of grace 
which he has locked up in his h^art, and which amply 
confples him for all thefe fleeting and frivolous lofles. He 
may be brought to flied tears of fenfibility and of forrow, 
for religion does not extinguiih the jfeelings of nature ; but 
his heart imtpediately difavows its weaknefs, and turns its 
carnal tears into tears of penitence and 6f piety. Whilt 
do I fay ? A Chriilian foul even delights in trHiulatipns ; 
he confiders them as proo£i of the tender watchfulnefs of 
God over him, as the precious pledge of the promifes to 
come, as the blefled features of refemblance to Jefns 

.Chriftt 
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Cbrifi, and wbichigiire. him an aflured right to ibare after 
4us Jife ill his immortal glory. To be weak ahdreheHioua 
againS the order of God under fufferance» is to have loft 
Spitfay and to be no lofiger. Chriftian. 

* .Iconfefs that'ther^.are heartS:mor^ tender and more Feel* 
ii^r to forrow thah others j but that fenfihility is left to 
ll^em.only to incrcafe the merit of their fuflerings, and not 
to excttfbtheir impatience, and ipurmurings. It is not the ^ , 
{peling, kis the immodeilate: ^fe of forrow which the go{^ 
jpei GO|ideiQDs« In proport^. as weaf§ bdrn feeling for 
^ffii aflftfiions^ fo. ought w« to he fo to the confolations of 
imh. The fame fetifibility which renders pur .heart fufcep^ 
tihle. of ^ chagrin^ fiiould open it to grac^, which iooths 
and£upf orts it. A goqd heart has; many move refources 
4gain(): affli&ions^ in tosiiequenQe oi grace finding eafier 
a9cefaio:it;> .immoderate griel is rather the confequence of ^ 
|fa{&pil;th9n of tbfegoodnefs of the heart; and to be una- v' 
^ to iubmil to Qodi or jto tafle confolation in our trou- 
Jlkstisitpbr^not, tendet^nd feeling; but intifa^able and 
,d0fpeiate«/ > , : r 

, ' M(»eover« ^li the: prD^c^ts of the gofppl require, ftrength^ 
and if you have not enough to fupport with fubmiflion the 
ccofles with which the Lord pleafeth to affli£l you, you 
miiilreipiaUy wanifufficieiit for the obfervahce of the other 
duties prcfcribed lx> you.) by the dbSrine of Jefus ChrifL 
It requires firength of mind to forgive an injury ; to fpeak 
W^eU pf thofe who. traduce us;, to conceal the fauhs of 
thpfe who ,wifh to.diihonbureven our virtues:^ .It requires 
fecdtode to.be enabled: to fly from a worlds whic;h is agree- 
able to us;:' to tear ourfelves from pleafuries towards which * 
w« are impelkd by all our inclinations ; to refift example^ 
auUboriled by the multitude, and of which cullom has now 

almoft 
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tiiiiQft efiablifiie<l a lav. Strevigth oFnimd is re^ujied i^ 
make a Cbriftian ore of profperity ; to beininibk. in.exali 
iatiofi, dortified in abundance, yoor cf lieartaoiyft ^wnA^ 
able riches, detached fix)m all vrfa^a poflefifed df all.aoS 
filled with defires for heaven amidft all the pleafures atid 
faiiiuca of the tkttb. It is reared fo he able to xta- * 
qtier bmrfelves ; to reprers a, rifing- define ; to. ftiAe pp 
a^eeabie feisling ) to recal to oittaranhaart which ts-incid^ 
fatitly ftmying troni k« Laftly, amotig ail the preoepta oi 
the gofpel, thtfre h not one which 4<Mai not {appofa a firm 
l»id noble (oul ;' l*tcry when* ielf^denial is re^oiyiQd^ wdf 
Wh^e the kingdom oi God is a field to be bcoog^ mm 
cultivation, a vtheyaird where toil and the heat of thcs-dajr 
imaft be endured; a career in wbicli contiaaal aod^aiiaiil 
irombattitg is required ; in a word^ the difc%^ of JeBVia 
Chrift can ntfver be weak widioat be&ag^ overcome; aipi 
every thing, even to the fmaiieft obligations of faith* rtii 
c[uii<es exei-tion, and bears the mark of tho ovofs, whtcbai 
its ruling fpirit ; and if you fail but for ab ihAantiaAsUw 
tude, your are* loft. To fay then that we are weak, isao fl|^ 
that the entire gofpel is not made for US| and that we^api 
incapable of being not only fubmiffive and patient, biHr 
likewife of being cfiafte, humbly difinterefied, mostfllfeclr 
gentle, and charitabJe. .... 

&ut, hbwever weak w<e may be, we ought to hfwe jdni 
confidence in the goodnefs of God, that we arq ncvciL 
tried, afflided or tempted beyond our ftreogth^ithattfaeLonil 
always proportioneth the afBi£Uons to our weaknefs $ 4i»a 
lie deaileth out^his chaftifemeata likeihis favours, by we{^; 
and meafure;; that in firiking,. lie meaneth not txxAt&ny'^ 
but to purify iind lave us ; that he himfelf aideth us to baiic 
the croiTes which he impofeth ; that he chafiifetfa na as a 
father^ and not as a judge ; that thejiaine hand which Aiito 

fufiains 



MbanrUt ; tfatit the fame rod' wbi(2i iti&m AcfT^omiA 
yhm Hm (31 ttud the honeji to ibllen.iis {fain,: Iicr/^kndw«4 
«iKUim nitQW oi iout .hmtStraiid'})«(V.&r addr vraaktttft 
goei I - aiid as Ins. tnteihiaa; iiv zMG&ng ukiMt^ laaQifjr aod 
IKH tD ddhioy u«y he kabMmihvWfaat :dcgiea:«l Weight tn 
give to. his faond in ordcctb dinDoilhiiotliihfifisoasik oucmcw 
M,i'i{ ■ixx»%ht, -and)^ on tkt other fidt» iH)lbtalo{fi<kall04 
gaiibr^ if: berpolld obr Apehgtb« ' y ' : 

V Aki W|^atoihi»'!iile&tiiMi covhl he have iik Aeddiag 
Imihatlliroti^ ouk* life i Itkeaxnid Ckd^ wholdeligh^ 
edi oiily hi tfae tdiferp of h^ creatures iblm aibarbalroiia 
ffrrant, who finds his greatnefs and his fecurity only in the 
^ctxlandin die tears of tbe fiifaje6hB who woefhip Mdi ? 
laiM-an envious - and mcnDfvAHa&er* wfa6 caa taftfr pf lua 
hupfnaeb' wiiile fiarihg it with his flaires? Is k mceffaiy 
Aat'#e OkmiASntkr^ groaiH -. and periOit insonkr to tender 
lliiii happyr?v Jt fs oai ouracconnt idon^ therefor^* that h^ 
poiatfieth 'afui'clfiiftiiethua^ his teadsrmfa^ .fuSbc;s^ at 1 
mmf'bfft id^ ^wenh'^ iMir,: as his Ibye is 'a jitA djud esw 
trgbtefiied teY«» he 'prefehethlio leave ' ua to :f<iCbr» %epaufia 
kevtarieeB'Hiatf intenninalfng out paidti' 1^ itatDdd aiig* 
Hieht onrwrctcbcdn^Is. lie^« fi^aalitUy fathtTt H)^^ a» 
tinnUr idtyfidan, wfaapiteuSSy it is tfue,jil^ cries amd the 
fiifinngaidfthis paiient^ but: who. In. fp^ifte of, his. cries, 
eutSf etra to the ^uick, tha eorfupted part; pf His. wotrnd^ 
teisaelrermbre gentle an^ more |:Oaipa&&na^i than.whei^ 
keiappearsimot ievere ; and. a^iSiiofis: m^{k i»Mei kp^k^, 
loKaad nhceflaryr to Us; fihte :» Ood tOt ificrji^ful. aodCa 
gofii ean prevail upon hinJtelt toaflii£i ua*; ,) ;, , - 



Jtis wnttes, that Joijepb^/eKjIlt^ to^bft.fifft.iftfBpfs ii^ 
Eg;^7ytt jcedldhafdly'reuin<bit U^f^ 994: i^t* bit: bpwelf 
yearnilaifvrdsUs fardtfaireki^ ih the v^y jiim^^ )^ %St&^ 

.■:/V^' ' . Cd 
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a to fpmk moft harihiy lb Ibem, aiid that be fe^pml tflci 
tO'kndirtBem.' Jt iiiin.thifll manner that; Jeliis Chrift chaf^i 
tifetK !».' He iflbafl^ aE it be ptfihitied to fpesk' tnf^tbii^ 
jnomoer, noi to aduiowfedge ior in^bis^ coheirs aiidtbi^ bie^; 
tbren; Isr ftnkevaiid .'treats us harlhiy' 9$ .fiftngm ; htfi 
fairJoi^ fisifierBiforthis confiraHit ; * be .is iua&fck.Ioog-^ 
maintiin dbis dwrader of feveckj,' wbtdi.is fo lbre%ii,lcr 
him: his favours foon comeitaft^itathiss hlo/wi i h^ Maif^ 
fliews bimfelf fuch as be is ; mnd bis love never fttk t» 
iMray thefe apptkrmkes of rigour anl i»i^x^. jiidlg^ jffifea^ 
if the bloi^rrwhtch tome from: fo kibd and. fo bivmAjt^ 
habd can be othdrWife tbui::pniiiortioiied^tp onr rweafcnefs^ 



■ Let tis acGufe then ooty the corruption, sad not '^M^ 
ni^aknefs of our heart, for our impHtlente and.mmxiitir«M^ 
Bav^ ifot weal ^ng^woibeo formerlyi defied all the baih^t 
ritlf of tyrants? 'Have not cbiilveiw^ heferethe^ had^Wnr^* 
4sd to fupporit/ev^n the ordinaiy toils of Ji&, run with jtiyi 
to bra»e all the tigottfi of tUe :moft frigbiliil deatfai? ^Hav^ 
nof did mini already fidcihgnJiidcr th^ wei|^ of Itheiri own 
body, ^ltltke»th0 es^le di«ipyoiithraie(W«d ^HBtdftitfae lorn 
ments of a long> martyrdom f You arb weak ? Biitiil^a 4mi 
'terfSnteAnets yhiob is glorious io faith and to the rdjigtooi 
of Jefbft Chrift ; it is even on,thk f ecbant that jAf .Lord" 
hath tfabfenyoil, to^fpls^' in. yottr inftance how nHnbk 
more powerful grace is, than» nature* If you; were bcacK 
witfa'niore foititude and ftyetigth, yoii would do lefs bo* 
nou^ to tbe pbwer of grace ; to man would heattrihu^imi 
patience, which flibuld be a gift of God : thus the weaker 
you are, tbe filter -iiifttuiiidnt you become for the defies. 
and for the glory of God« When his band bath been bfi^ 
vy, hebat^ cbdre&bnty the weisiky tjiat man nugfat-aifti- 
« butenothihg 'to Uimfelfi ahd to 'Overthrow by the je:i^apipK 
of tfaeiif cdnftsMc/, the vain fbrtitode of fagesandof phi^ 

lofophers* 



Oil ABfucnom* 341 

WBsfibtai :liis difci|>its w^ete only weaidl^U, irben he 
d^eefed ttiem tbroiigh the univerie» aod? expofed xhcoK 
amtdft^iHe wolves. They rendered* g^biy in theit meakxudk 
i0iActfO^tjt o£ grace^iiandtathe uutk4>£ bis dik&nao. 
The)^acdith0fe;earthen.ve&els ^yhich the Locd takesth dei 
%ht in breakings 'like Uiofe of Gideon, to makeihe lighl^ 
and the powier of faith ;ibilM forth in them with greater, 
inagBififi«noei'an:d» if lyou entered into the defigns of btA» 
Wifdom and 'ofhis mercy^ yiiur weakhefe, /whipb in. your, 
opinion juftifies your miinnurSy wou]d conAitiite.the,Ciic»t^. 
eft conization of yourfnfferingt* 

Lord, would you fay to him, I afk not that po-ond ttfi^^ 
fon, which feeks in the glory of fufiering with conftancy, 
tiie!wholeeDnfolatiQn*;of iis^paiiis : I aik not ;£pem^.tltee \ 
ll»t 'inisnfibility of hdarti: which eitfa^ Jieels not, or con*;/ 
tetbns its miafortunesa^ l«eave^me«. O Lord, that Mr^ak^r' 
andtimid reafon, that tender'and feding hearty whicjh feema 
fo little fitted to fuflaiaits tribulatians>and.fufferings 1 on^, 
)y iacceafeihy coi^olations and iavours. . Tbemoi^I Ifaall 
appear weak in the fight of meo^.tbe gaeater wilt thou ap.*. 
pear in my weaknefs ; the more ihall the (children of the 
age admire the power oi faiths which alooexaa^xalt the 
weakeft and moil timid fouls to that point of confiancy and 
fii^nneb, to which all pbilofophy hath never been able to 
attain. Firft pretext, taken in the weaktie^.of man con« 
futed ; we have now to expoffi.tbe illufion of^ihe fecond,. 
which k founded on the excefsi or tbe nature of the afflic* 
tioos themfelves. 

Part IL Nothing is more ufual withperions afflt£Ved by 
God, than to juftify their complainjts and their . murmu^a 
bythe excefs, or the nature of their affliQionS. We aU 
w^f wifli our croflei, to have jna rcimblance to thofe ot 

others ; 



tAwni f ftMidftihfeiewniple oE :thar! lorUfai^ and^of li^iir 
faith ctodcain iis« .w|&fefk ont4iffcrriiceaain;(Mu- gMVfl^ 
CCH iii.ordertojufti^.tliit of our'dij[f>ofitioii#«nil:]9£ oor 
oondttfti. Wct^fierfoade ouvfcl?«»;tbat.w« couU WqronHdU 
fe%aaik»Ei, OKoflesof any otberdefcriptkMt ; butthM tho(% 
m^vfhkh ws aie^oyerMibe.lMied.bj^. the LMt <are oL.fi»^I 
«. nalpse ai to preclude confolMioii ; that the iCMKre n^tt- ixm> 
amine the. lot oi othccs, the xuore^o ^e find our o^w» ng^i 
fortqpe (ingiilBr, . and our fituation. unexampled ; and; that ' 
iiiis* inpoQUe to pfclienre psKience^ »idi feremt jr u| a fiatf, » 
where chance feems to hare coUafied Ic^ely 6» uA.»iboii^ 
fand a£9tSiQg circumfiancesy which never before had hap- 
pmtd to othferi* , « V 

: Bm^ to.tj4« from relf4ov«» a. defence fa weak, aindii> 
unwiNlAiy of bithi I would bave^oady forthwith to anfwcr* 
yi9Uf that the^ioie eattraoadinary lour affii£liona appear, tfafti 
Itb ought we no bdiave them the. efieds of chance ;>the^ 
mope evidently, oi^t we to, fee in ^m» the fecret . and 'in-> 
{cfuuhht anangemeata vof z Gpd fingulary waichfid over- 
our deftiny; the n^re Iboold iwe preiume, that, under 
«ventft fo new,, he doubtkfs cooceaieth new yiewa, md' 
fingttlar dcfigna of mercy upon oUc ionl ; the more fliooU 
we £iy to ourfelves^ that he confequently meaneth at no^ 
to perifli with the multitude, which is the party of the te* 
probate, feeing that he leadeth us by ways fo uncommOii> 
and fo little trodden. This. Qngularity of misfortunes, 
ought, in the eyes of our faith, to be a Toothing difttnc*^ 
tion: he hath always conduced his cholen, ia matter of j 
afilifiion, as well as in other things, by new and extraor*. 
dinary ways» What melancholy and furpriiing adventures 
io the lite of a Noah, a Lot, a Jofeph, a Mofes, and a 
Job ? Trace, from age to age, the hiflory of the juft, and^ 
you wilt always, find in their vaaious vjcil&tudes, iomethrng, 

I know 
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ikhoW' not what of-fiiigulaf anS incredible, vrhich haf 
ftaggiSfdi even the Belief' of th6 fubfequent ages. . Thaiu 
tfabkrs^ydor afflifibiGois Tefemble thole of othere> tiife nlOijpe 
ihould'you coiififlertheih as the affliftibRsPof God's cho« 
fen : they are ftamped with the mark of the juft:. th^ 
enter into that tradition of fingular calamtties, which fro^ 
the beginning of ages forms their hiftory.: 'Battlet'laft* 
when viSory ieemed certain ; cities looked upon as im- 
pregnable, TaHen at the fole approach of the. enJBoiy ; a 
kingdomt once the moft ilouriihing in Europe, Ari^ken 
with' every evil whichj^the Lord in hi« wrath' can pour biil 
upon the people ;. the court filled with merurfiing, and i^ill 
the' royal race ahnoft extin£l.; fuch. Sire, ris what the 
Lqcdriia: his* mercy referved for your piety ; afkd fuch ai^ 
the unprecedented misfortunes which he prepHred f oryou* 
iQlpUrify the prafperities of a reign, the moftbrUtkint in 
ourl tonals^ The ' (ingularity of the uniortunate events 
with' which: God afflif&thyou, is intended for the fale 
p\irfiple Qf»render^ig you equalfy pious as a Chriftian, as 
yocB Lhave befen grcart^as aiKlng. It would feeai^ ibat'every 
ifaifig fw)^ to be fingulai; in^yonr reign ; th^ profperitiesv as 
the4n!stortune5 ; in'6rdt}r that, after your glory before mti^t 
iho^hiiJg Aiould he wanting to your piety before God.. It 
is'a ;fl:riking example, prepared by his goodu&fs* for ouf 

!. Ani behold,' my dcari hearer, a &vik\ng in&ance, both 
lo.inftrud and to confotd you, when yott complain of the 
oxeefe of your jnisfoitunest and of youf fu&rings* The 
mt>re:GjodiaffliBath, the. greater is hii? love aad his watch-* 
fulneii over you: MoreciSmsnoh misfortunes inight have 
appeareki tdyou as. tlie confe(|uenees merely of natural cau« 
fes: and though ali-^vents.are condufied by the fecret 
fprings Jol hts.FlrovidenbQ, you might pejd»p& have, had 
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tmtik to fuppofe, Ihat the Lotd h^lnotfinicahx ddi^ 
tlfk^nyou, in providing for you' only certain. aifliAjbin^ 
whitffa hiippeii every day to tbe rrft of men* But,< in thp 
gfiev i p m ahd^nguhur fituatioR in vrbich.he placetH yoo, 
ydu can ifO'kmger hide froin.yourfelF, that \n9 reg^vds ar^ 
fixed on you alone^ and that you are the fpecial^ibjefit oC 
fai$iilerc«tol ddfigns* > . 

- Now* "What iDore conibling in oar TUSbrtngs ? .God fpetb 
me; he iiisiid>ereth my figbs ; he weigheth loine: af» 
fliftioos ; he befaoMetb my tears to ^vr; be inaketh them 
fobfervient to mine eternal fanfitiication.; Since his band 
ba^ i^eighed .fo beasrily«. and in ib fingnhr.way upon nuu 
and finee no earthly reroHroe Teems now to be^ iefil imet 4 
conGder myfelfy as having at laft. become an objed more 
wonby of bis cares and of bis regards. AH! If I fttU 
ettjojred a ferene and happy ihnation, his looks would >no 
longer be upon me; he would negle3 me, arid I Ihould be 
Mended before him with fo many others, who are the ppC 
peroiis of the earth. Beloved Aiiferiags, which, in dc« 
priving meof all buman aids, reftore to me my God; and 
leuder him mine only relburce in all my forrows I Pre- 
eiout affliftionsi which, in turning. me afide from ail crea* 
tureSy are the canfe that I now.bepame the continual ob- 
jed of the remembrance and of the mercies of my Lord I 

'I nugbt reply to you, in thefecond place« that common 
and momentary affiiAions would have aroufed our faith but 
lor an- inftant. . We would :foon have found, in every 
thing -around osr a thoufand refources. to obliterate the- re- 
membrance of that flight misfortune. Plefaures, human 
confolatiotts, the new events which the world is con* 
tinoaliy offering to^^ur figlu, would Toon bave beguiled 
♦ur forrow,;and reftored our ^iflx for the woild and for 

^ . .its. 
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:li^bttll:tbej9bj«£l$ whic>i(fl9ti«! itt ypuM foctk hai^ be^a 
iiredM its fighs ^d .of i«: (prrow* ? ;9^ti|h|(t:Lord, « i^ 
I^Aiiitg afflt^ion^ ia wbi.c^ religion. alu^Q. i^^t^^q^c jCHif 

vrorld, and to pl90e b^t^fixt oi|r. wiBakfieis aRd<^sa.bavr^f 
which can never be Ihaken by either time or accidents ; he 
haih^aiiticipatpd our incpnd^dneyj* in rendering prec^utipns 
j^eq^flary to m* ^hkb might>n9t perhaps ,hay>e ijiwaytf .^ 
|iear^d equally ufrfaU .fi^ r^d^ip iho' <?l^araaeRoi:04if 
fecan# that Qurfi4^1i^y ift%ing^e (fo^g^s 9f i^^^ 
Sng ont^relres fri^ Htfee :Wf^i;ld«'wpuld,n9tt extepf) .beyoi\4 
5«uaf;fc«fr<w f ijb».'tte'fam^^ which b^^lllps 4?onfql,. 

ftd wq*2)d wjiii^ft :o*^i? ch^ag^j th?i|g i^ fofgettHig !wr 
chagriAs; MRcWowld footi feaye £oirgtHeP;O|»r!pi0ps fcfalor 
iions; and that fl)ort:«Kved:.9ffli£ti€ms! mould ha.'fic imdk «^ 
(DDty ihan-iii^d righteous. Hebath tberefore^^a^lidi^d the 
cbnt^iitiaik^ ofour piety upon that pf 4)ur CiiQcuriiigi ;^ he 
.ha^h i<^ged fixed and ««(iftam< a/iiftions, a? {ane^-tor 
rtbe^c^^M^ancy of otir f4ith ;* a^ left* in kaving oinrf^iM 
iHQur mva JioW^r,, we Ibould again refto^ it to i^^,ifQii4> 
heihlfb re{9ly«d:to;Tenderit fafc J>y *iit^lring ^^ ff^^V^T 
10 thcf foo« of 1 ^ •eRoftL : r W^ «>re ;thprppgWy'^*t^f>lrf%cJHfr 
{]El^'<$tth^fc;l| gtrarb^jWf^ irequijrM tpk^^frrUfjiiff^ii^^ 
. hAm^ I that wi r^ji,1>ew: little baa^ ^iiM ; >ge tfeli ^y^ 
.affliaiowfl. yith wKcfcjfec Lord had hiiherm.lm^ fWi^i ^ 
tloi.^ifitJMtTandjtteit ffoarcfly h9id be ftri<*^JW»{^Iiti| w 
liad foi^ottea >tlmiMiail :Ah«i b;adjjt»Sfik4j;»iAI$^^ 
wdtznd. Of what then, O my God, fliould I complatii ? 
,1fb*t exctftlwMeh f *«)* in my4«>»bte^ r^r-fii caifitff of 
Otf^mmkn. IdoBi»t(CoiiA4eritlHHlb^tefsitb^:f{ia?«ft^ 
^tipnce the» mdrc tbcitt hnS^^hipjcf^tpi: m^xh^^U lb« 
utility ^ ail tte' feeurilly 4f touf £uffrr|i^p(-0onrift# in the 
itigbixroi tbybloi^t.' '^y fi««eM>ftf4M&Mi^ fhea(. 

fliQing 



aSftifig ItetelH^fcchf thy ptoViAetice O Lord, liaily b«sii 
pteafed 1:6 ftlcfe «i€r fcall th^n'be, ift future^ to^r^fleft fhtft 
iAi leaft 16011 fpaftfe me not ; that thou tft^tureftthy rig^^b 
and thy retiirtR^s ilpi>n my wants, and tiot upoh my defireg^ 
and that thou %&ft'morc iiegard to tbe^^fecurity ©f my^felvii^ 
troii thanh) thfc injiifticc oi my complaints, ./...' 

I ttfighlJlffl *»i»^f ly to yoti : Enter intdjudgt!*erit "WiA tlii 
Lord, yoh \¥hd complain of ttltf ejccefs of yoiiy Tuffer- 
ings ; plad6 in a balance, oh ~ the <)nei fide your crimes; aieid 
tin the oiher^your: afiii6lfens ; 'fn^rfitt*' thifc rigdtfr of all 
his chaftifenients upon the enoVitt^irf your oSeftdeS; 
corapate that which y6u fiiffiti*'with that \*^hi<:h yo* <d>ii|Jhl 
tofuifer; fee if your aJBifttotfs g^ the fame liefigthas^ydillr 
fenfeltfs plwlufes haVe dohe; it the k^ennefsjaftd^rfiibicoiv. 
tinuatfdeof your forrows cofrelfpond with thofe of youlr 
])roiane debaucheries 5 ifthe^ftate of j-eftrairit in Wfiiish 
you It^e equiU the licentioCi&ibfs Sind.the d^pratPliy Ji^t- ytt«r 
formed manners ^ and fliould» yoiar afflictions be foblldti> 
-over-balance your iniquities,' then bbldly reproach the Lord 
with his iiquftiee. You ju%e of y<3«in1%iirenrtgs by ydttr 
inciinationji, but judgfe of thfeni-by''ydUr««rimes4 'What! 
tibfaiSngllteomeiit 6f -youM^'brldliJ^iife bat what has |>ef. 
kaps madt'ybti 'defefvi^ig'of iafi'C«*tii^l inif(*y, ahd you 
tourmur ag&ifift ^he goodnefj^ df ^a- God- who' cOi^HttuSt^ 
w^thiefefeVeHifting torment^, ft tofteli'iawritiedi ili«o k HRiw 
tapid ^ndciAbmemary aifti^io^^, *indi«i4eh sgaktft 'Whi^h 
the tcmfetitkihs^f l^itii'hold oi* jb<ifi)siny>efoiiixos} ^ i 

What ilijuftioe ! what iBgl»itatrfc4 Ahl 'bav« a -'carie, 
't}ilfai^thfulfou!,l^ft the Lord >$kAeiit^ in hi$ wrath; 

have a cai^ey kA he punifli thy paffiob^, by providing >£qr 
thee, heiie bfclowj whatever fe favourabte to tbemvI^A 
thou be Aot fofuiid worthy in his fight of tbefe temporal af- 
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^iAitiW ; l^ffihe ^fe^vie^iiie ' time irf . his ^ 
Vetfg^nti^i'^^A t^P'hft'^it&^tiitb like thoJe unfortunate 
viftihr^'vr^o a^^ i»i«l^^(Mf6d witl^ flowers, wbo are nurfed 
and fattened witk fo touch -cate, only becaufe^they ^re 
^deftined for ^the fotrificev and that the ktiifdwhrcbistoi, ibb» 
^nd the pile ivhich li fo </^)!nfiiiii)ie'theih; iai^iiit^eadineft 
liponUhe altar. He is tc'rribliz mhis^giS^efat'tn fais^wrHth'; 
and 'fi^et^g that guili muft be potiiihed'^iihi^'witliilfeetiftg 
|)URlllim^nts here bd^w,' or^iwcith^ et^tnal paifmi^foei: this 
Hte, 'Wothirtg ought to- appearr moreiearful In liWe^yes of 
«^fatth 'tMh tb be afitiDer, and y«t f rofpercos'tm the earth; 

' -'6^ebtcOi»d !' Idt it be beretfaen>f<Mt me the time of thy 
ven^ifiliiice ; and (ince tby-c^-im^ cannot go4li«ipUn»ibed, hai- 
tieni' 'Ol^i^d, ' to fetisfy thy jutliee. The niore I am fpar- 
*ed hn^t^i the more (h^It thou appear to me as a terribk God, 
Nvhb reti)lelh to let me ^ fo.r fome fl'eetiag affii^ons, and 
'^^hofe' Wrzih can be appealed by. nothing but mine eternal 
mifttf. L^nd not thine fear tp the cries of my gri^f, . mar 
^to'thekkn^jhftaitions'of a corrupted heart, Airhich knows not 
itstref^tntereJts.' ' I dilbwn^ Lord, thefe too ^human lighs 
^hictf ^ fad^iefs of my dlaue Kill continmally Jorccis from 
'Am-; (hef^^cambl'tears which aiSiflion fo often mafceth me 
to'flled in thy prefetlce. ^^Lfften:nottotheintreaties which 
1 hsiv^ hitherto 'made toobtain an end to my fu£Ferii^ ; com* 
^)etfe^M*her ilgrvvengeanci upi3n me herebdow:; referirc 
.nothing for 'tliat dreadful etem&y ,. . wbese^^iby chaftufements 
jhalibe without end, and withouiit meafureJ '. I kfic^hee on<- 
4j tfo :&^in.(myiweaiQiiers;: and, in fhed«Hng fqrrowi 
^hi^ugh my iife^rihed likeiwife.uponi it thy.gmoe>:whkli 
t:6ifoles/«nd Tecompenfes with fuch vfur^, anajaffli£led 

he^j'-' •■ ?-i ' ! .^ , •.../■■: v/ , ; 
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To dll the£9 truths, Co canfoUng ^iot An 4fSifted foul; t 
snigbt fiill add. that mir fufTeiin; apj^t cicqclSve onljr 
through the excefs of the corcuptioQioC our. heart ; t]|^t 
the keeimcffi^ of oiir affliflioni Springs jblely .from tliat of 
our pafliobsc; that k istheimprppfiety of our attacbquriU^ 
10 the^bjeft^ Ipfty which renderi ^heir Ipis foj;rieypu&i 
that we are.keeuly affli^cd ouly when we h^ been k^n\y 
attached! ;; and Ithat. the excels pf our ai9iSi<His usdwayjt 
the pufkUhm^nt of the excels of our in^uHous Ipve^ • t 
might a4d, that. we always magnify whatever rffgards piii> 
fel vea ; that the very idea of fingujarky in our roUfoYtMoea. 
flatters our vanity, at the farae time that it authorifes our 
murmun.; that we neVcr wi(h to refeitibte ptberi ; ih^ we 
fed a fecret pleafure in perfuadtng ourfdves ihat we are 
fingle of :oitr kind : we wifli all the world tp be.ocoupie4 
with our rmisfortune alonei 9» H we were the only uniortUr 
natc, of the carthw Yes, my brethren, the pyflf of Pth?c» 
are nothing in our eyes : we fee not tb^t <^H arpuud i4 
oixry P^ffa^p^i : niore unhappy than we;, thf|t>ve. have ^ 
thoii(and' refotuc^s in bur alBifiions^ which are denied to 
others ; that we derive a thoufand confolations kl pur in^ 
firmities, from wealth, and the number of pelfon^ WiUcli- 
id over our fmallelt wanu ; that, in the: lofs of a perCn^ 
dear to us, a thoufaiKi means of foftenic^ its bittetftefs 
fiill r^m^in from the (ituation in! whidh Providence badi 
placed ps ; that, in domeftic divilions^ /we Snd e<m>fo#is 
in the tenderne^i and in thc.jconfidencd of iOur fnebds^ 
which we had been unabie to prdcore^aosongolir^elativf^i 
laftly, that we find a tbotifai^ httmaa indemhiicsttiofis 44 
our raiifortunes, and that, Were we to place in abala|i<;e, 
on the one fide onr confolations,. and on the iitbei^ our Of- 
ferings, we (hpuld find, that there are ftill remainisig iA 
» '. our 



9^r: ftate ittC^e domfolt^, capable of corrupting us, than 
crbflT^^ oaiculated to failfiify us. 

^ TbUif it is almoft folely the great and the ^rofperous of 
thei vrorld, who cOin{>l^ih of the excefs of their misfor- 
tunes' and {«>fieringv<. The unfortunate majority of the 
earthy who are born td, and live in penury and diflrefs, 
pafs in filence, and almoft in the negle£l of their ' fuflfer- 
ifigs, their wretched days : the fmalleft gleam of comiort 
and eafid reftores ferenity and cheerfulnefs to their heart ; 
me flighteil confolations obliterate their troubles : a nbo- 
Hientof pleafure makes up for a whole year of fiilFerance: 
while thofe fortunate and ienfual fouls, amidft all their 
abundancie, are feen to reckon^ as an ilknheird«of misfor* 
iuti^, the difappointment of a (ingle defire; we view 
tlieni turning into a martyrdom for themfelves, the weari- 
|aef« and even the fatiety of pleafures'; drawing from ima- 
ginary evils, the fourceof a thoufandreal vexations ; feeU 
Ing tenfold more angtiift tor the failure of a (ingle acqui- 
fitiotiy than pleafurein the pofTeffion of all they enjoy ; in 
a word, con(idering, as the greateft of niisfortunes, the 
ieaft interruption, however trifling, to their fenfuaf hap- 
pineTs. 

,. Yes, lily brethren, it is the great and powerful alone 
wha complain ; who continually imagine themfelves the 
only unhappy, who never have enough of comforters ; 
who, on the ilighteft reverfe, fee a(rembled around them, 
not* only tbofe worldly friends whom their rank and for- 
tune procure, but likewife all the pious and enlightened 
minifiers of the gofpel, diftingui(hed by the public efteem, 
and whofe holy inftrudions would, in general, be much 
better befiowed, on fo mafiy other unfortunate individu- 
als/ who are deftitutc of etrery worldly refonrce and reli. 

gious 
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g^m aipa9<:e» 9nd,t0 whom the/ Ai^pi^Id. Ht^^wife.. 6c. £» 
much more beneficial. But« M<]m]tIiQ trikupal.of: J^fiS9 
Chrift, your affliftioni fliall be weighed with thofe of fo 
many of 'yftvr.Mr<fprtmiAte.fcJlQ>vM^.r^aturfcs, : ahd- Wfefc 
roisformn^s ara.fo. ni.ucb tl^imoce' dre94M»;/a^ \]iffyr am 
ipore. bidden an4 ipore p€gle£lGd;;ic wiU:tbigi»4}$den^aaidH 
ed at you; \i k belonged u> you tp .c;oinplain *nd 10 ;9toir- 
ro»ir;Jt wiU be demanded, if ypu w^rc entitled ^^>hf 
f^cb ftrefs upon calamitie^^ which wt)u)4 have bei^a co^fo^ 
lotions tp: for many others : if it wa^ yoi^ bufiDeft to mtir<r 
mur.fp bigWy againft 4 Gp4». who. tr^at^d you mik fuch. 
ipdulgeoce, w^iie his hand .w^s.fo heavy, on fuch ^n. iofioH 
ty ol. aoh«q[)py fe|l0w-cnBamr€? :• i£ they had. lei's tight to 
the richest, wi to the pleafur^pf the earth, th^a you.: if 
their- foul ^ya^ no.lefsnobl^ andlels pi'ecious beioue .Cod 
than youjrs ; in a wwd, it ik^y. were leitber mQcecrirotnal,: 
or of another iiatuf:^ ^kwyo^f * ^ . .)- . ; 



.Alas! It U not only.oilr oWn*feU»-lovev hutitislikewife 
oar jiardneft towards our brethren; which magnifies ,taJU4 
OUT own. misfortunes. . Let i«s enter thpfepoor uopi^ovided 
dweHinga,.}yhere.ihame concf alt fuch bitter, apd aflfelEting 
poverty ; let us view thofe afylums of public compal&on, 
where every calamity feems to reign : it is there that we 
(hair learn to appripciate our Q\^n affli£liops : it is there that 
touched: to the heart, with the excefsi of fo ^any eyils^ we 
ihall Uciflitogive evena.name-^ the.fltgHtDefs.ofriOurs; 
it is th^re that our murmurs againft Heaven {hall be change 
ed into thanfcfgivings, . and that, jefs taken up .with, the 
{light erodes, .fent.us by the Lord» , than: with fo many 
others ffona which he fp^reth. us,, we fliall begin to .dread 
his indulgence, far Itopaxomplaining of Jiiifeverity.- My 
God! how awful Ihall be' the judgment of the great. and 
the mighty » fuice, be(id«s ;tbe)iQevitablfiv^ii& of.theic 

profperity 



fii^SpiMtt, tke iKSOBaoa; wlidi ougfaff tp itavef^naffiM tit 
o£r« tad expiated iif'ftbi^s, Aill become iiiftiiifelteBl^cir 
gctatcA crimes f ; . . . 

But hoyr employ afflifiiont iir {saiQiffing tlif dan^n of 
tkcif (bboa', or in workiogOBt blvation, lince they feem 
^ caft fudi iflirinfiible obiftaeks ki their way f This ib the 
Ml pretext dnrarn from th^ ifnconipatibibty which afflic* 
lions feern to'faatre with oar firtvati^n. 

> Part III. It is very furprifing, that the eorfqption of 
the binnaii heart finds, even in fufferanee^, ebAaoks to hU 
vation, and that Cfaitilians '^ontinaaliy ju^ify their mur^ 
inttrs aginnft the wifdom and tke^oDdnefs of Ood; by ac^ 
cufing him xif fending croiTei incompatible with their tfter- 
naf falvation. Nothing is mor^ conlmon, however, ii|the 
world, than cbis iniquitous language ; and when We exhort 
the fouls aiSified by Ood to convert thefe fleeting afflic- 
lions hito the- price ef heaten and eternity, they reply, 
that., in this ftate of diftrefs, they are incapable of every 
thiilg ; that the obftacle* and vexations which they arts con- 
limialiy incodntering, far from recalting them tb ^rder 
tgeii to duty, ferve only to irritate the mtnd, and to hardon 
the heart ; and that tranquillity muft be restored before 
they ean turn their thoughts towards God« 

Now, I fey, that, of all the pretexts employed in jtiftl- 
iSci^ion of the onchriftian nfe made of affii6lions, this ic 
the moft abfurd and the moft culpable. - The muft cutptk*- 
ble, for it is blafpheming Providence 'to pf^tend, that it 
places yon in fituations incompatible With your falvation. 
Whatever i doth or permitteth here below, it only doth or 
fkermitteth in order to facilitate t6 men the ways of eter- 
nal life ; every event, profperou* or improfperous, in the 
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menkxt of our Iot» is memt Vy it a&n mean'tif MviiSnm 
and oi fiHi8ificatio& ; all its defigos upon us tend to ibat 
fole pttrpofe ; wfaatever we are, even in the order of na* 
tare, cmr birth, our fortune, our talents, our age, our dig- 
nities, our protefiors^ oiirfub|eAs, tMiriaaflers: all tliis^ 
in its views of mercy upon us, enters . intQ.<lie. impeDetra- 
ble defigns of our eteroal fanfiification. All this vi&bl^ 
wo«M ttfeU, is made only for the age to come : whatever 
palTeih, haith its fecret connexions with that eternal age^ 
where things ihall pafs no more ; whatever we fee, is on^ 
the image and Iruft.of the invifihle things. The world is 
worthy cf -the cares of a wiTeand a mertfiful God, only in* 
afniuch as, by fecret and adorable relatione, its dive;nlc n:^ 
volutions are to form that heavenly church* that immortal 
afiemUy oi chofen, whese hejftall for ever. be glorified* 
To pretend, tben« 4hat he placeth m in Situations, which 
not only have no rejatioato, bot are «ven sncompatihle 
irith our eternal iqterefts, is to make a itempoml .God ^f 
him, and to blafpheme his adorable wifdom. . ^<» 

Baft, not only nothing is more culpable than this p^etextf 
I fay, Jikewife, ihat nothing is more.tooiifli : fpr^ it is on- 
ly by detaelung it&If from this miferable wcH*ld, that a. foj^l 
returns to God; and ooUiing, fays St. Auguftine«Tojef- 
fe£lually detaches from this sniferable world, as when the 
Lord fiieddeth falutary forrows over its dangerous pteafures. 
^Lord," faid an holy 4ing of Judah, ** I had nisgl^ed 
ithee in prbfperity and in abundance $ the pleafiireis •of roy- 
alty, and the fplendour of a long -and glorious reign, had 
corrupted my heart ; the flatteries and the decdtfu) words 
df the wicked, ^d billed, me into a profound and a ia^i 
4eep ;' but thine hand hath been upon me^ in pouring qttt 
upon my people all -the fcourges of thy, wrath, in rai£$g 
4}p againft^me nune own cliildren and fubjefU, whom I had 
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"^hi^iA mik biminy^M I awdbe i'thou fai& faumUcd 
ice, and I have had recourfe to thee; thcKaluA affiled 
me, and I have fought thee ; and I have found out that 
I dugfat not to hoLVt tny tiufl; in men ; that profpenty is a 
-difeam ; gtcn'y a liriftake; dte> talents wBioh men a4sDim» 
tices concesded undberthe ImlKaot omfidesof bK^nan'vtt- 
^tii^s ;' the whde, w)rM, a detep^D vhti^' feeds its wHii 
^ly^vain pfaanioiBS, and leaves nothing iblid in the houA*; 
^d that tMott alone »t uronhy to he ferved, iJbc thoa^akiw 
"^fakeftnot'thofewhoferveihee^" > ' , 
t>'. -■-,'. ^ '. ' - ' , ' , ' ■ ■ , . i 

'Behold the moft natural ef&£l of affls£tionf : thij:hQi\Sf, 
tale alt the duties of rdigion; hatred of the world' in 
yendering it more* di&gredafate to us ;: iiidi&rcnee to* 
vfztii sdl creatures, by givitig us expaoMice^. either of their 
"petMy by* infid^ties, ?or'!of iheir frailty < by noexpe&ed 
Idfles ; pdvation of pleaAiies, by* {^ii^ oUburletiti their 
way ; ' the *^ d^fire. of eternal riches, and , cpniblii^p retuxna 
towatds God, by leavii^ naabiioft:n6 xpnfoiattonaimiif 
men : laftly, all the oblig^ons o( £sikh.beci6me more ea* 
fy to the affli£led ' foiil ;^ his .good defir^ find ifejf er obi. 
fiaeles, his weakn^fi fewer rocks, his ^itfaiimoreraids, his 
lukWkrmiiefs- more refolirces, his paflioii mun^^checb^ 
and ^rehfais virtue ino^emeritOfiousppponutiil^s. . 

. Thusjthe church i«ias. never more fervicnt and purer than 
tvben ilie wa» afflificd ^. the ages otiier^iufiei^ngs and per* 
feeutions were. tbe*ages of ,her .fplen<^ andofher afaJ. 
Tranquillity afiterwaris corrupted h^j; manners ;: her days 
became lefe pure, and l^s innoeei]|t as Ig^ ^t^hfy i'f c^me 
more fortunate and powerful ; her glocy ended almoil with 
hernasfortunes:; and her peace,, as the prophet iaid» was 
more bitter> through the lieentioufnefs of her children. 

than 
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dttit evfen>Mr troiibles httre^ei kccn^ium^^MS ^Itai^ 

£vMi ymi, . who CGM^ain flat the trofes wkfa: . ^ivslnck 
4liel.^d affliaeth jmk dbfccuttige ^ and dwbk My 4e^ 
f re of l^Kxifini^ tdwards youir Mvatlon^ ycfu wdl^ ktiOw 
thac bippievda^hgveiio^ UbafiMfM^-tedce- If •tyrant 
atom- laithhil -s .y69^ will koow 4hat theo^ iftfecNicrilOEl ^HA 
'liie tvortd and Jis fdcafurcs;, you Ifved or a* total ncgkA of 
your God» and that tfie «itinfartii of your fifenatiod Hmtt 
the fpiirs of your corruption, and the mftruments of your 
im quit^ns 'dtfutts^ 

But foch is the ' potpetoal tfnliim '. of- our &If*lo¥e( 
VKbeii foAwndAe, • when erciy tbing aii&rcts )ta oilt Wifiiea 
and dia world' fmilisi upon ku^ itben mt idk%i thd dtogeif 
of otsr ftata to juttfy ifae errors of duriwoddiy.niantten 7 
wefiiydnt ii i<:*v«rf difBcait,^^atta jc4rtama||e«iid;m a 
Wftaiti ittitaiibn, nviwn a sank is toibeftqi^KHted^ dnd«p^ 
fNearancas to be iept mp witK tbe "ivbrld, t6' coadMin imv* 
felves 10 {dlitude^ to;prayer» id fli|[ht fibm pinfofes^ «aiid 
to alt tbe doties of dgUtoimp and A Obriftbo Mb. SmU 
0h tbtodies fide^ When tinder affllOion^ vhtoitbe body^ 
firuck iritb' Isffitufde^ andieirtiuir faafaiaei m; wbea <»ttc 
friends deceive, and our maflers negle£l us ; when our' 
enemrts overpower, and our rdatibns bi^eoihe our p^fecu* 
t6r» ; we com^hih that every tlni^gefiranges us ff^om Ood 
iti this fiate of bittemeis and fottow ; thai the f6iiid iiiioi 
fufliciently trati^uil to devote aiiy tbbugbta td fillV|d#a i 
ihat the heart is tOo exafperated to feel ^ny tbing bttt id 
own misfortunes ; that. aKiufements amTpleMr^s^ now be^ 
come necefiaty, ix^ift be fbujg^rto liiK its gHef, a0d to 
prevent ihe total lobof Mtfeti; M ^iytng way t^^ aH tte 
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batmit of a profobnil imclaacbdly^i. It is t1fu$» O my 
KioAi tbat by but eternal caatradi3ion« %^ juftifythf 
adoiabk^ ways of thy wifdohi upon the lots of men, and 
thai we provide forth^ jiiftibt, ^oi4rmiUl feafpns to over, 
throw bite da)r the illafioa^ and Ihefalfity of our Jpfetdxts^' 

For, befide», Seo^.fuffisrkigs what they fisayj the hifiOy 
tyvS religion holds out i^gfateons characters to 0Ur eXam^ 
pi«V Who* mifae Jame fituation as we,.bave held their (oul 
in :]paifence; and tnirned thrir afiU£HoniK kkta a retource oi 
falva^ion*- Do you weep the lofe oi a perfoili dear to your 
heart ? Judith in a fimilar afflifiion, {oui1id<ihe ttwreiire of 
her piety and faith, and changed the tears of her Widow<» 
hood: ihto ihiofe of .ret^wemetit aiid penitence* ! : If a pining 
baikb tender Ufe nmrej^looniy and fatcfeei^ tbaa «veB« deatb 
tlfa)#,J«db' found, an the wrecks. of an ukefated body, 
iaottves ^f .c(»npiinfiion, lotqgtngs lor eternity, and the 
bopes of an immoetal r^iredion. If your cbarader ia 
the world be&niBed by eahiiiuiiea, Snfanna held out an 
unlhikenfotd under the Uaekeftaiperfions ; and knowing 
thdt Ae bad die Lord in idlimony of ber rinnocence^ir Ihe 
lef&to^him- ihe care?o£^ avenging ber upon the iujufiic^ oi 
Tti6h. If -ysour fortune be the vifiimof treachery, Davidi 
dethronrd^ confidered the faaaniUation of hiis new Jbte as 
the juft puntflunent bi the abofe he had>ni|Mk' of bis paft 
pFoijfmrity. - If an unfortunate union become your daily 
crofa, £fiber found, in the caprices and frenzies of a 
faidilefs bn&and, tbeproof-of her virtuie, and the merit 
of her mteknefs and patience. . In a word, pbce yburfelf 
in the mbH di^al fittlaUDt», and you will rfind r^hteousi 
ivho bi»ie if i-oogfat out their &liration in the fame; and 
wkbotirapplying to formet ages for examples,, look around^ 
(tfaerhmdof the Lordi^ xkA yefi fboetenedv)' and you will 
fee^fovk whd, loaded with the bat^. ^rofleft as you, make 
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a veiy different uCt oi them; and find means of fal^ioa 
in the very feme events, where you^ find only a' rbck 10 
your inndcence, 'or ia pretext for your murmurs^ ,' What do 
I fay ? you wUl fee fouls whon^ the mercy of God hatk 
recalled from their enrors by pouring out Tahatary forrowi 
upon their life ; by overturning an eftabliflied fortune ; by 
(Shilling an envied favour; by fapping an health, apparently 
unalterable ;> by terminating »profane conneBioh through a 
glaring inconftancy ; You yourfelf, then, a witn^fs of their 
change and oi their con verjioh,. have leflened theiherit c^ 
k, from the facilities piovided by chagrin and affli£tioii»; 
you have placed little confidence in a virtue which misfor* 
tunes had rendered as if neceflary ; you have fard that it 
required little exertion to forfakea worldwhichVas become 
tired of us ; that at the firH gleam of good-fortune plea* 
fures'would foon be feen tafucceed to-aU'this gniat fiiovir <^ 
devotion, and that they had devoted ihemfeivcs to &o3 
enly beeaufe they Had nothing betteir t^^ do»^ Unjull th|^ 
you ar€ ! and at prefent, when thei!re is quefiion of returii'* 
ing to him iu your affliSion* you fay. that it is not pof- 
fibU; that an heart jprefled and. bowed down with forroMr 
is incapable of paying attention to any thing but liis grie( 
and that we are more hardened than touched in tihis. fiate 
of diftrefs and misfortome ;: and after having cenfored and 
caft a {(ain» upon the piety of afflified fouls, as a. meffure 
too eafy and to which little merit is attached, as Jt required 
almoft no exertion, you excufe yourfelf from adopting it 
in your'afiiSion, and from making a Chriftian uie of if, 
becaule you pretend that it is not poffible in it t€^ pay at- 
tention to any thing but to your forrowi. Anfwer, or ra- 
ther tremble left you find the rock of your falvatien in a 
fituation which ought to be its fureft refource. Aftei^hai'- 
ving abufed prbfperity, tremble kft you now make' your 
misfortunes the fatal inftriiments of your de^rufiiioxi^aiidl 
V kft 
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left j^otifhttt upon yourself all the vaysof rgoodtefs Whick 
God might «peo to you in order to recal you to hita. 

'.'■■>'■''' '''..■ 
\ When, O my God! will the time come that -my foul^ 
exalting itfelf through faith above all creatures, (hall na 
longer worfliip but thee in them ; (hall no longer attribute 
events, to them of which thou alone art the author ; (hall 
recognif^^ In (he diverfe fituations in which thou -p'ladeft 
it the adorable arrangemeiits of thy providence; and; 
even amid all its cro(res, (hall tafte that unalterable* peace 
which tl^e world with all its pleafures can never be&ow ? 

. How melancholy, in el&fi, my ' brethren, when vifited' 
•and affli£led of God, to feek fof c^nfoiation inrifing up 
againft the; hand which flrikes us : in murmuring againil 
hisjuftice; in calling ourfelves off from "him, as it were in 
a frenzy of rage, defpair, and revenge, andiofeek confo* 
lation in our own madnefs ! What an horrible fituation is 
that of a foolilh foul, whom God aiili£let)i, and who for 
confelaiioii flies in the iaeeot liis God; (eeksto eafe*his 
troubles, in multiplying liis treTpafles : yields 'himfetf Up to 
debaucfaer)', in order to drown his- forrows; and make the 
overwhelming fadnefe t^f guilt, an horrlWe rdource againfi 
the fadnefs of his affli6lions1 

No, my brethren, religion sdone can truly confoleus in 
our misfortunes. . Philofop'hy checked compllaints ; but it 
did not foften the ainguifli. The world lulls cares, but it 
does not cure them: and amridft all its fenfdefs pleafures,' 
the fecret ^fiing 'of fadnels always remains buried in the 
heart. God alone can comfort otrr affiiflions ; and is an* 
6ther necelTary to a faithful foul ? Weak cre&tures ! Yon 
itiay^afily, by vain fpeeches, and -by that CUftomary Ian- 
jguage df compa(Ronand tende rnefs^ make yourfel ves to^ 
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underftdodby the cut of the hody $ bot^ chene it none^lAt 
the God o( all coniblation who. can. fpeak to tbe heart: 
in the excefs of my pains, I vainly fought confolation 
among ye : I have fliarpened iny^ufieringi,^ivhile.thaiking 
to (often them, and*thy vain confolations have been lo ne 
otAy frelh forrow&> 

Great God ! It is at thy. feet, tbat I meaci bencefprtb I9 
pour out all the bitterqefi of ^liop heart ; it 14 wijth- tbefi 
;|Ione» that I meap to forget all my grievances^ all my fuf- 
feriogs, all 4uemwi^$ HiUicno I h«¥e,.gtyf n way tp c.Ihm- 
grins and to fadnefs altogether human ; a thoufand times 

' bave I wifhedthat tlqr wif4o.i|i. Wfr^^rc^golated by the titad 
projefls of my heart ; my thoughts have pandered ;. ^ 
vii^d. hath formed a ihoi»n»o4 d^luCiiEe dre^oii ;x ny. keart 
hath purfued thefe vain phantoms ; I have Ipnged for 9m 
higher birth, morje. fortune, taIeQt$« iame^ apd health vl 
have lulkd myfelt in th^ie idea) of animaginafyhappineii. 
Fool th^ am ! . As if J[ were c«ipabl^ ot alte]^ii\g at jpy pj«f- 
fure the immutable order of thy Providence ! As if I b^d 
b^^n wifer, c^ more.enlighteTied t^ tjaeCv^O i]9y Gofl« 
iipon my true i»^erf fts ! I Ij^vc u^ver entered iptp thige 
flernal defigns yppii n»e ; | have, ni^^er cpnfidered tbf f^- 
rows of my fituation as enteoogJQ^ the .order of ..mine 
eternal deAination ; and, even to this day« my joys and 
my forrows have; depe^died. upon the i:re9ted alone : coa|e- 
qtt^tly my joys^ hitve never been tr^qvul* and my Iq^h 
rows have always been without rf^ource. But henceforth, 
O my Qodi thou fluilt^be mine pnly comfprji^ : and I 
will feek in the meditation of thy holy law, and in my* 
iufamiflion to thine eternal 4.ejcrees,> thpjTe folid confolations 
whieh.I have never found ip ,the world, and wfaicb>iA' 
ibfteniog our afiBi£lions here, below, fecure iqus, i^the 

' fame time, their immodiiil reward ber^aftj^rt ... 

SERMON 
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SERMON XIII. 

CN PRAYER. 

■ I II I f r gggggfeggsSBa^^ 

. ' . . Matthew XV. s^* 

' Have mercy ^n m^, t$rd^ thou San of Dat^d. 

' OUCR is the lametitttion of a foal touched with its wreteb-- 
ednefs, and wfahrh addreffes itfelf to the fovereign pb)^ 
ctan, in wbofe compaffioit alone it hopes to find telieC 
This was fonnerly the prayer of a woiBan of Cuiaan, who 
ivtriihed to obtaiii from the Son of David the recovery << 
her daughter. Peifuaded of his power, ami expeAtng evf- 
ry thing from his ufual goodnels to the uatortunatey file 
knew no furer way of rendering him propitious, than the 
cfyof heraffliAion, and the fimple tale oi her mi^fimune. 
And this - is the model which the diucch now propofes to 
nSy in • order to soiimate and to inftruft us how to pray ; 
that is to' fay^ in order to render more pleafidgr aUd more 
familiar to os this n|oft effienttal duty of Cliriftian piety« 

For, my brethren, to pmy, is the condition of man ; it 
is the firft duty of mana-it is.thefolcrefourceof man; it 
is the whole confdation of man ; and, to fpeak in the Ian* 
^uage of the Holy Spirit, it is th$ whole man. 

VoL.L Yjr Yes, 



^P SERMON XIII. 

Yes» if tbe entire world, in the midft of which we lire^ 
be but one coqtinued temptation ; if all tbe fituations in 
which we may be, and all the obje£ls which environ as, 
feem nutted with our corruption, for the purppfe of either 
^vediening or feducing us ; it riches corrupt, and poverty 
cxafperate ; if profperity ei^alt^ and affliflion deprefs ; if 
bufinefs prey up<^/and eafe render efieminate ; if the fci- 
«nces inflate, and ignorance lead us into error ; ii mutual 
xntercourfe trivially engage us too mueh, and folitude leave 
^isioomuchto ourfelves; if pleafures feduce, and pious 
worI» excite our pride ; jf heahh aroufethe paffions, and 
ficknds Qourifli either lukewarmnefs, or murmurings ; in 
a word, if, fince the fall of nature, every thing in, or 
>«round us, be a freih danger to be dreaded ; in a fituatioa 
to deplorable, what hop^ of falvatioq, O my God 1 could 
ibere be flill remaining to man, if, from the bottom of his 
wfet^^iedBeft, he had it not in. his power to make h^ I?* 
mentations, to be continually mounting towards the throne 
of thy mercy, in order to previdl. that thou thy felt may 
come to hts aid ; that thou may interfere to put a check 
upon his paffions, to clear up bis enriS's, to fuftain hi» 
weaknefs, to Id&o, hit temptations, to abridge his bouts .Ot 
triris, and to lave him from his backflidings ? 

TheChriftian h therefore a man <^ prayer; his origin, 
his :filumoo, his nature, bis wants, bis place of abode, all 
inform him that prayer is aeccl&ry. The church herfelf, 
in which he is incorporated through the grace of regepera* 
tioA, a ftranger here below, is always. plaintive and. full of 
lamentation ; Ihe recognifes her children only through their 
figbs which they direft towards their country ; and tbe 
Cbrifttan who does not pray,.cuts himfelf off from tbe af- 
fembly of die holy, Mii is worfe than an unbeliever. 

. . How 
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' How comes it then, faiy VretWni thit Wd&ty fliQt oifly 
% eflemial; but Wen To i^nfblte|f for M^/ is'a^ 
to mueli negleftedf ? 'Hbw comes it thtith is cdnfideuedfeiV 
ther'as a gloomy ariAtirefome'duty, or as appropH*^ icb- 
iy lor retired fouls; infomuch that our ixiftruSidiw UfKff 
prayer fcarcely intereift thofe wn6 liBcii to us, Who fcctei 
as if perfuadcd that they are more adapted to the cloift^r 
than totiie court?' ' • '' ' ' ; 

Whfence comes this ibufe, ai^dthis/ urtiverfal h<fgl)»£l'^iii 
the Wbrld of prayer f j^rbm two pretexts, wftich l ftciw 
mean "to overthrow : rfify, they 66 hot pray, becat* 
they' khow not, fay they,' how to priy, ahd t:6nfcquently, 
;i^1t; is loft time' ;^i<//>,T^ h^i^M^ thif 

coiriplain tbat they fidd nothing in pfayirbut irsittileritigsirf 
tiifc" mind, which ^V^ftdei- St 1ioth infipid -and difegrcesiWi^ 
Firft pretext, drawn from theif igncuiance^ol the maifliei^ 
in which they ought to pray. Second pretext, founded on 
tHelirfgufts and tW dfflfecuMekW' player/ You inaft be 
tau|hl/thereter^, KoW to pray-, ffncejr6iikn'6w.ttTliot; Ahrf, 
|flf/)/l 'the habrt bf -jirayefr -mtift^fe rehdii^ed ^afy to* y6uj 
Trnce'3^bii''fiitd it^fo troufelbroihie ahd^iflfctflti -• ■' ••• '• > 

'■"iPAfo'i. ' " ThexommaHdfiehtsi^hlfcB 'I command yoii, 
.Tafd'foiinerly thii Lord tti' his pe6pW,<'are"rieither above 
^^^omr ttltnfgth, ttW'thc reach' c* your ihintl^V?hey are not 
hiddeh from' yoW; nor%f 6^, Aiat^ y^^ whd 

Hiiil g^o up' fbr us to HeUv^rt;)atfld bkirig'tftM ife'ris, that we 
niSy'hear therii and' did tllerr]t?''Ndr are t¥^hej^bnd the fea^, 
tlisir'yo'u'fliOuld fajr;* whofliatf go dver'the'fek for us and 
liriifg thain lihto mi thai! We maty hear them arid do them ? 
But the word is very liigh urito you, in your* month and 'm 
your heart, that'you may do itV* " ' • 

Now* 
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I 

Mbvfr w)iit'^:Ldrd laid ur general i^f all tbe precfpti -, 
0L the Isnr, tbat we have ik> ^ccafio^ to feek beyoqd oi^f^ 
leives for t|ie jL||(>w)e<%e of theni> but that th^tof^^ 
«D accomplilbe4,ui. our heart and in our mouthy n^yn^or^ 
pttrticitlarly be £iid of the precept of prajper^ which U ^ 
if the firft and the xQoft efleptial of ali. . 

Neverthclefs, what they commonly oppofe^in the .wprld 
againft this <iuty is, that, .when they come to prayer, they 
J&now not what to fay to God, and that praying i3 a fecret ,, 
#t. which thty have never as je^ been able to coi;^pi[e|if^ . , 
suy thing* I %* tben^ that the foutce of this jprete^) 
4pnBgs from tbfee iniquitous difpolitions : the firft j^ 
ttat they are miftaken in the idea which they fprmofpray* 
m ; the fecond is, that they, are not fuiEciently fj^Y^Sbjle p^ 
$h^r own wretchedness and wants ; and the third ,is»^ tb^. 
^tbejr do not love their God. , . j;. -, 

ifify, I fay that they are miftaki&n iii die idea whic^ thgy 
form of psayer* ; In effi^fi, prayer ^ not an exertjofi .pf 
fbe mind, ^n arrang^eiu of ideas, a profoufpd knowte^ 
of the my&eries and.counfels of God; itis afimp]eiif9?t^ 
tioh of the heart ; it is a hmentation of the foul, deeply aff , 
^|e£ked at the.fig^t of its own wretche^rtefs ;> it is a I^en 
and inward feeling of o^r wants an4 of our we9J^j^ej!s,;and 
an l^mble confidence .i/^)iiq^ rit l9ys. .before,* its . Lord» Jo 
order to c^^ain^'relief and ddlyerance from them* .P^er 
fuppofes in.thefoHl w^ij((bprays^. neither gi^t H^tf. .nn* 
common knowledge, nor, a^ mind more caltiv,9ted and exaU* 
ed than that of the.n^ft of men.; it j[uppofes only m^r(p |aith« 
more contritipn,, aoid a warmer dejGre ot deljyepnjee'^l'pxsi 
its temptations and from lu wretchednefs. Ppyer jt^ m^ 
thera fecret nor a fcience which we learn, from jiyicn ; nor 
is k an art, or a private method, upon which it is neceT- . 
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(afy to cobfulr Ikilifal teachiers. inord^r to be matter oFiu 
jrules and pretepts. The m^hods and the maxims there^ 
upon, pjretended to be laid down to us in our days, are ei« 
ther fingrjular ways which are not to be followed, or the 
vain fpeculations of an idle mind, or a fanaticifni|; which 
may ftop at nothing, and/ which, far from edifying the 
chiircb, batfa merited ber cenfur^s, and hath furaiflied, to 
th^ impious, matter of derilion againft ber, and to the 
florid; frelh pretexts of coiilempt for, and difgi^ at pray. 
er». Prayer, b a duty, upon which we are all born inftruQ- 
ed*:'theruie|s of » this divine fcience are .writt;en folely in 
ouc hear&;'and the fpirit of God is the fok ipafter to 
teai^hit* ,.,:; 

An holy and innocent {ouU who is penetrated with the. 
'^eathefs otGod^ ftr,uck wit^ the terror pi bis judgments, 
tpucbe4 with his infinite mercies, who only knows to hum- 
ble buni^If before him* to acknowledge, in the (implicity of 
his "heart, bis goodnefs and wonders, to adore the orders 
of his pro.videnice upon him, to accept before him of the 
CTofies and afBiQions impofed upon him by the wifdom of 
}kis counfels ; who knows not prayer inore fublime, than to 
be lehfible bef9re God of al) the corruption of his heart ; 
to groan oyer; his own hardnefs of heart and oppofition to 
all good, to entreat of him, with a fervent faith,, to change 
lism^i^odeftroy in him that 9)an,pf Tin; w^ich,. in fpitje of 
Itt9;firnicftcefelvesi continnaltyiprjcje^ hinx to make fo. maf> 
Jiy. falfie ftepts in the ways^^ of Qod : i^ foul of this defcrip. 
Aion ii a thoufand times; mbce inftru^kd ii) the kf^owledgc 
^ipimytt than all the'lciac^h^rs tb^mfelyef^ and n^ay fay 
4(rtth tl;ie jpirophet, " I .h^ve ^ijiore ynder^sindiiig than all 
j«*''my teiichers/! He^teaksi^tli^ Gpfl a^.^fijendito^fcicpd ; 
iutM forty forh^¥idg<»gend^rbini s hjp W^i^ J'^VpWt. 
Jbisr not hanriag* aa:yet» :CitAo|(9itf force .%0; r^iqunce all to 
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pleafe him; he takes no pride in the iublimity d hii 
thoughts ; he leaves his heart to fpeak-, and gives way to 
all its tendernefs before the only objefli of his love. Even 
When his, ihind wanders, hi^ heart watches and fpeaks for 
bini ; bfs very difgufts become a prayer, through the fceU 
Ihgs which are then excited in his heart ; he is tendefly at 
fe£kd, he fighs» he is difpleafed with, and a burden to 
himfelf, he -feels the weight' of his bonds, he exetts bim« 
felf as if to break and throw them off, heatHoufand timef 
renews hts protefiationsof fideKty, he bliifhes and is afiianou 
ed at alwaiys promtfing, ahd yet being con^nually labdi^ 
lefs : fa A is the 'whole fecret, and the whole f cience of 
prayer. And what is there in all this beyond the reach of 
every believing foul ? 

' ' Who had inftruSed our poof \^oinanof Canaan inpraycr? 
A ftraSger, and daughter of Tyri^ and SidoHj whb was uii« 
acquainted with the wonders of the law, and the oraielei of 
the prophiets ;- whb had not yet heard f ro^fi the iiiouft ot the 
Saviour, the words of eternal life'; who was ftill under the 
fhadows of ignbirance 'and of death ; flie prays, however; 
her love, her confidence^ the defire of being grantedi 
teach her to pray ; her heart being t:ou<Aied,'c5n:ftitute» thfc 
whole merit and the whole f ubBmity' of her- prayer. 

' And furely, iP, in order t& piiaiy,- it were reqiaf^itei* 
tifc to thofe fublime ftatesof ^prayer, to which? God exaAteiA 
fome holy foiik ; if it were necefl^ry to be wra|^ in> extat^ 
cy, and ttanfported ev^n tip tf> heaven, like Paiil, thierc t# 
hear thofe ixieffiible fecrets Whi^hGod^expofethinot to maa^ 
and whioh it is not permitted, eveh to man Eimielf, to rei^ 
veal ; 6r; like Mofes upon tfiehoJyinduntain, to be placed 
upon a cloud of glotyl anA, face tq face, to feeGod : thak 
is to fay, if it i^re necfeffilty io bave.attai^ v|k>: that de^ 
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greie of inciipate union with thf) Lord, in which the foul^ 
as if already freed from its body, fprings up even into the 
bofgm of its God ; contemplates at leifure his infinite per- 
feSiqns; iorgets, as- I may fay, its- members which are 
llill upon the earth ; is no longer diflurbed, nor even di*^ 
verted by the phantoms of the.fenfes ; is fix^d, and if ab^ 
forbed in the contemplation of the wonders and the gran* 
ieur of God ; and, already participating in his eternity^ 
could count sf whole age paffed in that bleffed Hate, as on- 
ly a (hort and rapid moment; if, I fay, it were necef- 
lary, in order to pray, to be. favoured with thefe rare 
and excellent gifts of the Holy Spirit, you might teH 
us, like thofe new believers of whom St. Paul makes 
mention, that you have not yet received them, and that 
you know not what is even that fpirit which communicates 
them. 

, But prayer is not a fpecial gift fet apart for privileged 
fpu)s alone ; it is a common duty impofed upon every be* 
liever ; it is not folely a virtue of per{e£lion, and referved 
for certain purer and more holy fouls; it is, like charity,^ 
9n indifpenfible virtue, requifite to the perfe£l as to the im« 
perfefl, within the capacity of the illiterate equally as of 
the learned, commanded to the fimple as to the moil: en- 
lightened ; it is the virtue of all men ; it is the fcience of 
every believer; it is the perfcftion of every creature. 
Whoever has a heart, and is capable of loving the Author 
of hLs being ; whoever has a reafon capable of knowing 
the nothingnefs of the creature and the greatnefs of God# 
iBuft know how to adore, to return him thaaks, and to 
have recourfe to him ; to appeafe him when offended ; to 
trail upon him when turned away 4 to thank him when fa- 
4rourabIe ; to humble himfelf when he llrikes ; to lay his 
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wanu before biin« or to entreat his countenance and pro* 
tefUon. 

f Thus, when the difciples alk of Jefus Chrift io teach 
« ihem to pray, he doth not unfold to thepa the height, the 
fublimity, the depth of the myfteries of God; he folely 
informs them tjiat, in order to pray, it is neceflary to con- 
fider God as a tender, bountiful, and careful father : to 
addrefs tbemfelves to him with a refpe&ful familiarity, 
and with a confidence blended with fear and love ; to 
fpeak to him the language of our weaknefs and of our 
wretchednefs ; to borrow no exprelSons but from our 
heart; to make no attempt of rifing to him, but rather to 
draw him nearer to us ; to Idf our wants befbr him, and to 
implore his aid ; to with that all men bleis and worihtp him ; 
and that his reign be efiablilhed in all hearts ; that his wjll 
be done, as in heaven fo in earth ; that finners return to 
the paths of righteoufnefs ; that believers attain. to the 
knowledge of the truth; that he forgive us our fins ; that 
he preferve us from temptations ; that he affift our* weak* 
nefs ; that he deliver us from our miferies. All is fimple, 
but all is grand in this divine prayer; it recals.man.to him- 
felf, and, in order to adopt it as a model, nothing more is 
required than to feel our wants, and to wilh deliverance^ 
from them. 

* i' 

And behold why have I faid that the iecond iniquitous 
difpofition, from whence the pretext, founded upon not 
knowing how to pray proceeded, is, that they do notfuffi* 
ciently feel the infinite wants of their foul. For, I aft 
you, my brethren, is it neceflSuy to teach a fick perfon to 
entreat relief ? is a man prefled with hunger difficulted bow 
so folicit food 7 is an unfortunate perfon beaten with the 
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'^stt^^f M(t dfi'lte pmm 6f peftihiiig; tt a tofi Iioim^ to 
iftqplort afliild^e^ AfesF doth t&e urgent ncicefit/ fiildne 
not amply forntfii expreffioits i In the fole fenfe 6{ ouir 
i«tik, <k> itr titPt ftud t£ftl amiifiated efoqufince, iliof^ pefr- 

' fcafive Attwlioffls, fbofe piN?flkig reifiorfifti^ncts whid! foli- 
.ftii tBfil- <?ui?e ? fta* a fflpflterirtg heaart occ^fion for any mit 
ter to teach it to complain ? In it every thing fpfeaksj evety 

' thing expreffes its affliftion, every thing announces its fuf- 
iinfiAgs, ^nd every t&ing felictcft relief ; even ittf fifendfre is 

' Alo^tOfltt; 

'^ You yritfrfritf, who eoitipkin th«t yo<i know ncn what 

'Hfilfttliiddldtalt^ in pwyibg, in your temporal aflliaionk, 

"frMr tke'i^ldknt thM » daitgerousr foakdy threatens your 

Irtfc, iKaran iinlooked fwr event endangers yoirt property 

-^d' fbvtu'Aei ehkt a^ approa^hfdg deach il on the point of 

'ibiat6bin| from yon aperfon either dear or neceffary ; then 

you fatfe your bandii to heaven $ then you fend up your 

taiheiftddont and prayers ; ydu addrefs yourfelf to the God 

--^Hib ftfikes and Who rcBcire^ ; you then know how to pray ; 

y6tt have no need of going beyo^'i ydui- own heart for fcffon» 

tttii [rules to Isry yoof affiiSions before him, nor do you 

'confuk able teaelief»in order to know what to iay to him ; 

^bu have occafion f6r li^hidg but ycmr grief, your l^vils 

4k>ne 6ave found out the method of tnftru£ling you. 

Ah ! my brethren, if we felt the wants of oor foul as 
we feel thofe of the body ; if our eternal falvatton intereft- 
cd us as much as we are for a fortune of dirt, or for a weak 
ViYid perilhable. health, we would foon be (kilful in the di- 
vine art of prayer J we would not complain that we had 
'nothing to fay in the prefence of a God of whom we 
liave fo much to aik ; ttib mind would be little diificulted 
^tn finding whcrewitb to entertain bim ; our evils abne 
< Vol. I. Z z would 
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would fpeak.; in fpite of ourfelveis, oisr heart.woi^Id burft 
forth in holy etFufions, like tha( of Sanmel's mother, J^tr 
fore the ark of the Lord; we would.iio longer .be mailer 
of our foijows and tears; and the mo)l<certain,ma^k o| 
our want of faith, and that we know ourfelves not, Js th^ 
of not knowing what to fay to the Lord in the fpace of. a 
Aort prayer. 

And, after all, is it impol&ble that, in the npfeqible 
condition of this human life, furrounded as we are with 
fo many dangers ; made up ourfelves of (o many weakneC- 
fes; on the point , every .moment, .of being led aftray by 
the objefis of vanity, corrupted by the iUufions of the 
fenfes, and dragged away by the force of example ; ^a.con- 
tinual prey to. the tyranny of our. inclinatbns,. to the, do- 
minion of our fleih, to the. inconftan^y. of- our :heart, .to 
the inequalities of our reafon, to the caprices of our im- 
agination, to the eternal variations of oiu* temper $ . depref- 
fed by loft of favour^ elated by profperity, enervated by 
abundance. Toured by poverty,, led away by cuftoms,,iha- 
ken by accidents, flattered with praife, irritated by con- 
tempt ; continually wavering between our , pa0ions :and 
our duties, between ourfelves and. the law of God; is it 
poffible, I fay, that in a fituation fo deplorable, wecan.be 
diiEculted what to aik of the Lord, or what to fay to him, 
when we appear in his prefence ? O my God ! why then 
is man not lefs miferabie ? Or why is he not better acquaint- 
ed with his wants ? 

Ah ! il you told us my dear hearer, that you know .not 
where to begin in prayer ; that your wants are fo infinite, 
your miferies and your paffionsfo multiplied,, that, were 
you to pretend to e^pofe them .all to :the Lord, you would 
never have done: if you faid to us, that the more vyou 
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featcK intb your hisart, the more your wounds unfold, the 
niKH'e •corruption and difoi^ers do you dif cover in' your- 
self, and that; defpairing of being able to relate to the Lord 
the 'endlefs detail* of your weaknefles, you prefent your 
iieait wholly to'him, you leave your evils to fpeak for you, 
-you ground your whole art' ot prayer on your confiifion, 
youl- humiliation, and yourfilence; and thatin confequence 
;of having too much to fay to him, you fay nothing ; if you 
Ipeak in this manner, you would fpeak the language of 
faith, and that of a penitent king, who, cpntemplatirig his 
repeatedf relapfes, and no longer daring to' fpeak to his God 
an prayer, Taid, *' Lord, I am troubled, I am bowed down 
"** greatly; I go mourning all the day long : for mine ini- 
^' quities'aregone over my head, as an heavy burden they 
"•* are too heavy for me. My heart panteth,^ my ftrength 
^' £uteth me ; for I wiU declare mine iniquity, I will be 
^* forry for my fin.' Forfake me not, O Lord: O my 
f** God ! be not far from me. Make hafte to Help me, O 
** Lord my falvation.'** Such is the'filenceof compunc* 
•lion' which forms before God the true prayer. 

• But to complain that you have no longer any thing to 
fay; when you wifli to pray : Alas ! My dear hearer, when 
^you prefent yourfelf bcfiire God, do your paft crimes hold 
out nothing for you to dread from his judgments, or to 
afk from his mercy ? What ! your whole lite has perhaps 
teen only a fink of debaucheries ; you have perverted every 
thing, grace, your talents, your reafon, your wealth, your 
dignities, all creatures; you have paifed the beft part of 
'your days' in the ncgleft of your God, and in all the delu- 
'fions of the world and of thepaiEons; you have vilified 
iyour heart by iniquitous attachments, defiled your body, 
.difordered your ibfiagination, weakened your lights, and 

even extinguiflied every happy difpofition which' nature 
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hMi ffliced til your <wt ; wi ^ recKJJi^iM of ^It ib^ 
f«fni/heiB foo with eotbilig m the prtffeoqe of Crod i AiNi 
H iofpirca y:QU with M ide^i of the iBetfoxi yoa 0Hght t# 
•dopti ia havii^ rccMrfe to hioir in 4i>rdcr to otaH9 iHf 
|oi|^ veaelt of fuch acciiiiiidati^d •cjrixpes p Aad ywi ii9«9 
nothing to f9y to a Ck»d ^Mi yon faav/^ fo king oSmdoA^ 
O man ! Thy faivatioo, then, muft biihor be witlMHUi^ 
fource, or thou niuft have othear means of accooipUlbisg 
it than thote of the divine clemeQcy aad mercy* 

But, my dear hearer, I go further. If yoaleadaGiMraf^ 
tian life ; H returned from the world and from pleafurefb 
you are at laft entered into the ways of filiation, you ate 
fiili more linjufi in complaining that you find notbtnf to^ 
fay to the Lord in ymur piayers; What 4 Tfaofingular 
grace of having opened your eyes, ot undeeeivin|t yam 
with regard to the world, and withdrawing you from the 
bottom of the abyfs ; this Uefling fo rare, and denied to 
fo many finners, doth it give rift to no grateful fediAgt in 
your heart, when at his feet ? Can this recoUefiion leavir 
you cold and infenfible ? Is nothing tender awakened by 
the prefence of your benefafior, yon who pride yourfelf 
upon never having forgotten a benefit, and who pompoufly 
difplay the feeling and the excels of your gratitude towards 
the creatures ? • 

Befides, if yoo feel thoie endlefs tendencks* wbieh in 
fpite of your change of life, ftill rife up within you agaiflft 
the law of God; that difficulty which you ftill have in 
doing well; that unfortunate inclination wUcb you UH 
find within you towards evil ; tbofe defires of a more pef<» 
feQ virtue, which always turn out vain; thofe refolutieos 
to which you are always taithlefs; thofe opportunities, 
in which you find yourfelf the fame; ibofe duties, 

which 
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mtUidk al«tfi)» mmt the baue jtfMpmnct ihyomlimrtx 
in a word, it* you £eel that inexhauftible ftmd.of^vnBakt- 
nefs and of corruption, which remains with you af-« 
Nr your coiivcr&on» and which alaiiil3tfQsmd your ^ir. 
'lioe» you wiU npt onty havetaipj^ mutpc ila iddreffi the 
Lovd id funyer, bm y/our whok liie Will bf one fpnttaual 
fHT^rer. All ifae dangers which fiiaU ;ih>eat£i| your woaki- 
iiefx, aJl the accidents which fliall 0Mike your faith* all tbie 
objefib which ihall c^en afrefli the former wouqds of your 
beart, all tihe inward emotions whieh fba^l prove ^faac the 
man of fin Hv'es always within you/ wili lead you to JooIl 
upwardsCo Him from whom, alone you cucpefi deliverance 
from them* As the apoftle iaid, every tgisLCt wi|l 4aie to .yon 
a place of piayer; every thing will diis&iyour itiention 
io God, becaufe every thing will fijeniih jr^^u. with ehrifiia^ 
TcHefUons upcm yourfelf. 

Befides, my dear hearer, even granting that your own ne- 
ocffities' &ould not be fufficiest to fill the void of yotir 
^prayer, employ a portion of it with the evils oi the church ; 
with the diflentions pf the paftors ; with that fpirit of 
fidiifra and revolt which feems tobeionning in the fan£):ua- 
Ty ; with the relaxation of believers ; with the depravity 
oi manners.; with the £sul progrefs of unbelief, and the 
diminution of faith among men. Lament over the (can* 
-dais of which you area continual witnefs ; complain to the 
Lord, with the prophet, that ail h^% iorlaken him ; that 
every one ieeks his own intereft; that even the fait of the 
«artfa hath become taflekis, and- that piety has become a 
trafio. Entreat of the Lord, the confummation of his 
ele&, and the fuifiltnent of his defigns upon his church ; 
religious princes, faithlnl paftors, humble ai|d enlightened 
teachers, knowing and difinterefted guides ; peace to the 

churches ; 



charches ; the extin£Uon of err6r» and the retarn of all who 
have .gone, aftray* 

- What/more ihalM add ? Entreat the converfion.of. your 
relations, friends, enemies, proteQors, and mailers ; .the 
converfion of thole fouls to whom you haverbeen a'ftum- 
hling^block ;: of thofe- whom you have formerly efiraoged 
from piety through your derifions and cenfures ; of thofe 
nvho perhaps owe. their irreligion and ireethinking folely to 
the impiety of. your ^ paftdifcourfes ; of thofe of whom 
your examples 'br folicitations . have formerly either <per«- 
verted the virtue, or feducied the weaknefs. Is it poffible 
that thefe great objefits, at. once fo fad and fo interefting, 
cannot f umifh auention to your mind, or Tome, feeling to 
your hoart ?. £very> thing which furrounds you teaches you 
to pray; every obje£l, every accident which you 'fee 
around you, provides you with frefli opportunities of raif- 
ing yoprfelt to God ; the world, retirernent, the court, 
the righteous, the finful, the public and domeftic occur- 
rences, the misfortunes of Tome, and the profp^rity of 
btfaers ; every thing, which meets your eyes, fupplies you 
with fubje£i of lamentation, of prayer, of thankfgiving. 
Every thing inftruQs your faith ; every thing excites ypur 
zeal; all grieves your piety, and calls forth your gratitude ; 
and, amid fo many fubjeAs of prayer, you cannot fupply 
a fingle inflant of prayer f Surrounded with fo many op- 
portunities of. railing yourfelf to God, you have nothing 
to fay to him when you come to appear in his prefence ? 
Ah ! My brethren, how tar removed muft Qod be from an 
heart, which: finds it fuch a punifliment to converle.with 
hin\, and how little muft that mafter and friend be loved, 
to whom they nevfer wilh to Tpeak ! 

And 
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^ Aad; behold the laft^'and the principal caufeldf ourioca* 
parity in- jprayer.. They know iot^ how tor pray and to 
fpeakto their God, becaufe they do not love him. When 
the. heart loves, it Coon finds out how to-xommunicate its 
feelings, and. to ai!e£l the bbje6lof its love ; it foon knows 
what it Augbt.to fay: Alas. I .it cannot exprefs all that it 
feels. Let us eAahlifh. regularity. once. more in our.'hearts, 
my brethren ; let us fubflitute God in place oi the world ; 
then fliall our.heart be no. longer a'ftrarijger before God. It 
is the irregularity of our aff:£lions, which is thefole caufe 
of pur incapacity! in prayer; eternal riches can never be 
Jervcfntlyraflted,- when they are not loved ; truths can ne« 
▼er, be well meditated upon, .when they are iaot relUhcd ; 
and little canibe faid to a God who. is hardly known ; fa- 
vours which. are not defired, and freedom from pai&ons 
which: are .not; hated, can never be very urgently folicited; 
in a word, prayer is the language of love; and we know 
oot how to -pray,, becaufe we not.how to love.^ , 

But, as you-willrfay, doth an inclination for prayer de- 
jpend upon us ? And how is it poffible to pray, with dif- 
gufts and wanderings of the mind, which are not to be^ 
conquered, and .which render it infupportahle ? Second 
pretext, drawn from the difgufls and the difficulties of 
prayer-, r . ' 

Part II. 'One of the greateft exceffes of fin, is un* 
doubtedly that backwardnefs, and, I may fay, that natural 
diflike which we have to prayer, Man innocent, would 
have founded his whole delight in holding converfe with 
God: all creatures would have been as an open book, 
where we would have inceffantly meditated upon his works 
and his wonders ; the imprelfions of the fcnfes, under the 

command 



|t4 szfmun^n kiii* 

^emmmd. bf MAd, wmM never hihre lieeh aMe ^ t&ra 
kM afide» in fpkr ^Lkomfelfy from the detig^t add' iibm 
fimiUarity of Iris ptttfeace ; fits iiiioielife y^tHA fai^ebeM 
^fte- Mtititraed conmspbiUDB of the titiih» and^bk wliiflt 
Ibappiaefs in hit inooctaec would have been, fouaded oi 
kis ^oatitiual cominsBicatioiis wkk the Lofd, ^mi tlm'cmfd 
tUMf tbat be woold sever foiiiake hind. . ' ^ 

Matt tnuft tfaerefcure be faigbty cortupied, and fiiiMift 
have made ftiange alterationi id utt to tura idlo^ a pOAiflli'' 
mtnt what oaght to be our happinefir: : It ia hx^wever #fit^« 
too tnie, tbat we alnloft alt beae ia our natore thii? bacfc^ 
wardnefs, and tbis diflike to.pftyer; and upoa thiife if 
founded the moft aniverfai pretext^ which it oppof<Eid t%r 
the difcharge of tbit dutjr, fo efieatisd to chriftiacr pietyi 
Even perfonsy to whom the habit of prater ought to be 
^ndered more pleafing and more familiar, by the praAiee 
of virtue, continually complaun of the difgufts aind of the 
conftant wanderings which they experience in this holy ex* 
ercife; infomiurh tbat, looking vpon it dither as a. Weari- - 
(bme duly, or as a loft trouble, they abridg<^ its lengtb^ and 
think tbc^felvei happily quit of a yoke and of a flaviery, ' 
irfaen this anomeiit of wearinefs and reftraint is over* 

Now, I fay, that nothing is more unrighteous tbaa f^ 
efirange ourfelves from prayer, on account of the difgufts 
and wanderittgs of the ndad, which rendei^ it |)ainfiii iind 
difagreea^le to Us ; lor th6fe di%ufts and watiderings origin** 
ate, tft, From our lukewamneb and our infidelities t otr 
adly, In our being little aoc^ftbtaed to prayer ; or^ gdlyi 
In thfe wifdom even of God» Wh6 tries us, and who wifiiel 
to purify our heart, by withholding for a time the fenfible ' 
eonfelations of prayer. 

Yes, 



* Y«a, ny brethren^ tke firft, aad lite mdft eomiiom {burce 
toi tlMdirgufts.anif tbe dryners o£xMir ptayers^ is the litke<- 
j|»aimiiffii and the iftfidelity of .our. life* It is» in eft&, 
tei^uftice, ta prelend; that>jwe cajilrkigto prayer a fe- 
imie tad tran^atl mind ; a cooLiaaaginatioii, free irom all 
Ibe vain plmntoms by Which U it agitated ; an heart afleSis, 
ed with, and difpofed to retifli the prdenee of it» Ood, wbifai 
6ur irbak life, though otherwifevinuotis in the eyes of man, 
flball be o&e continiial diffipation ; while we (hall continue 
to live amongobie£latbe xaok cAcxAueA to m^e the ima* 
ganatkin» and to make thofe lively, ioipreflimts on us whicli 
are never doi|e away ; in a word, while we &all preferve 
a thoufand iniquitous atlacluneiits in onr heart, wbicb^ 
though not abfolutely criminal in our eyes, yet trouble, di. 
vidcy and occupy us, and wbtchr weaken in us, or even 
totally deprive us of any rdifli for 'God, and the things oi 
kieaYcn* 

. Alas ! vy brethren,* if thenftoft retired ind the moft fao« 
iy Ibub'; if the moft reclufe, penitemsir purified by long 
netreat and by a life altogether devoted to heaven » ilill 
found in the fole remembrance of their paft manners difa^ 
greeable images, which fcNrced.their w^ even into their fo^ 
litude, to difturb the comfort and the tranquillity of their 
pray^s-; do we expe^ that in a life, regular I confefs, but 
foil of agitations, t>f occafions by which we are led away» 
of objcfib which uafettle us^ of temptations which' dif. 
quiet, of pleafures which enervate, of fears and hopes 
which agitate us, we ihidl find aurfelves, in prayer, all of 
a fudden new men» purified from all thofe images which 
fully, our mind, foeed frops all thofe attachments which- 
come to divide, and perhaps to corrupt our heart, in* 
tranquillity from all thofe agitations which continually make 
fuch violent and fuch dangerous imprefiiona upon our 
Vol. I. A3 fp"' i 
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'foul ; and that, forgetting for a moment tbe entire world* 
andall thofe vain objefb which we have fo lately quitted, auod 
.which we fiill bear in our remembrance and in our heart, 
we Aall, all of a fudden, find ourfelves raifed, before 
God, to the meditation of heavenly things, penetrated 
, with' love for eternal riches, filled with compunftion for . 
* innumerable infidelities which we flill love, and with a 
traijquillity of mind and of heart, which the ^proioundeft 
retirement, and the mod rigorous feclufion from the worU» 
frequently do not bellow ? Ah ! my brethren, how unjuft 
we are, and into what terrible' reproaches againft ourfelves 
fliali the continual complaints made by us agaihft the du^* 
ties of piety one day be turned ! 

And to go farther into this truth,'and to enter into a de« 
tail, c which renders it more evident to you ; you complain, 
in the firft place, that your mind, incapable oi a moment's 
attention in prayer, wanders from it, and flies off in fpite of 
yourfeit. But how can it be otherwife, or how can you 
find it attentive and colle£led, if every thing you do takes 
off its attention and unfettles it ; if in the detail of conduft 
you never recolle£l yourfelf ; if you never accuftomyour- 
felf to that mental refleflion, to that life of faith, which, 
even 'amid the diflipations of the world, finds ampie.four-^ 
oes of holy refleftions ? To have a colle&ed mind in pray- 
er, you muft bring it along with you ; it is neceffary that 
even your intercourfe with finners, when obliged to live 
among them, the fight of their paffions, of their anxieties^ 
fears, hopes, joys, chagrins, and wretchednefs, fupply 
your faith with refle£lion$, and turn your views towards 
God, who alone beftows coUeftion of ipind and the tran- 
quillity of prayer. Then, even on quitting the world and 
thofe worldly converfations, where duty alone fhall liave 
engaged your prefence, you will find no difiiculty in go- 
ing 
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ing to 'recolle£t yourfelf Before God, apd in forgetting at 
his. feet thofe vain agitations which you have fo lately wit. 
nefled. On the contrary, the defigns of faith whijch you 
fliall there have preferved; the blindnefs of. the, worfdly, 
which you fliall there have inwardly deplored, will caqfe 
you to findnew comforts at the feet pi Jefus Chrifi ; you 
.will there, with confolatioo, recreate yourfelt from the 
wearinefs of diffipation and oi worldly nothings ; you 
'.will lament^ with increafed fatisfaQion, p\^r the fqlly of 
men. who fo madly purfue ^fter a vapour, a chimerical 
happihefs, which eludes their grafp,: and whicb it is imr 
'pofEBle;evcr to attsiin^ for the world in; which they feek ,it 
cannot befiow it ; you will there more warmly thank th^ 
liord lor having with forouch goodne£$, and notwithlland- 
ing your crimes, enlightencjd and difcern^d you, from tb^t 
" multitude which mull perifh ; you will there fee, as in a^ 
new light, the happinefs of thofe fouls who ferve. him, 
and ^hofe eyes being opened upon vanity » no longer live 
but for the truth. ^ . 

: , :;.';. ••;■■■_■; , "< », 

1 SLdlyy You complain that your heart, ihlenfible.in pray-v 
«r, ieels nothing fervent for its God, .but> on the contrary, 
a difguft which renders it infupportabl^. : But how is it 
l^oflible that your bean, wholly engrofled with the things 
of the earth, filled with tiniquitous lE^^ucbments, inclina* 
tion for the world,^ love of yourlelf, (ohemes for exalting' 
you]* ftation, and defires perhaps of pleafing ; how is it 
. "poflible, I fay, tbftt youc heart, compounded with fo ma- 
oy earthly affe6lioris, fliould.ftill have any feeling for th^ 
thmgs of heaven? It is wholly filled, with <thecreatures[;^- 
where then fliould .God find his plsice in it ? We .c^nno( 
love, both God and the world. • Thus, when the Ifradites 
had pafled the Jordan, and had eaten of the fruits of the 
earth, *' the manna ceafed on the morrow alter they ha^ 
" . " eaten 



«* eaten of tKe dfd corn erf tie land; neither IM the thildittfi 
"of Ifrael manna an3r more;" as if feo fliew tbat the^ 
^oiild not enjoy at the fame time both the heavenly ndoM 

rifhment, and that of the earth.' ) 

ttovt of the world, faid St Augultin, tike a ^dangenMK 
feVef, flieds an univeifat hittertieft through the heart, which 
lenders the inVifible and etema^ riches infipid and di^iiftk 
ingtous. "Hitis, you never come to' prayer, butrnthim 
infurmoufitibk difguft 2 Ah f It is a proof tfiait yohr heart 
ssdifeafed: that a fecret fever, sind perhaps unknown^ ;t# 
yourfeif, caufes it to languiCh, faps and difgufis it ; that i| 
is ^ngrofled \>y a foreign love. Mottni to the fohfoef of 
your difgiifts towards God, and every thing conneAed^wiil 
kim, and fee if they IhdII not be found in the kiiquttoos 
ifttachments of yoiir heart ; f(ie if ybu are not ftiU a Okfm 
to yourfeif, to the vain Cares of drefs, to frivolous friend^^ 
ftips, to dangerous animofities, to'fecret envies, to defirei 
of rank, to every thing around you : thefe are the fourcc 
of the evi! : apply the remedy to it ; take fomething everjr 
day upon yourfeif; labour feripufly towards purifying y«ur 
heart ; you will then tafte the comforts and the confblafr) 
tions of prayer; 'then, the world no longer migroffiiig' 
your afleflions, you wiH find yoar God iBore worthy <^ 
being loved : we foon atdently love the only objeA otiour 
love. 

And, after all, render glory heire t«^ the truth > Iski^o^ 
true, that the days in which you hsive' been more gtoidedi 
Bpon youifelf ; the days in which yoti have made feme-fiiii 
crifices to the Lord, of your ineltnations; of yoot indb^ 
Fence, oi your temper, of youravierfidns^is it oottttfel 
Asll^ in thefe days, you have adtlvefled your prayers to Aei 
* ord, with more peace, more oonfolation, and more de- 

. light? 



l^fa^ ? We Imeojliit^rt with 4otible pleafttre» %b<fyiss of 
f maAef, to wbom v^c have Jfitelx givw fdm* ftriking 
l^oftf 0£ fidc^lkj ; 09 iduf ^onifvy, we are in pw^ before 
bim^ when we feel that he Ims caufe e( a thouiaod juft re* 
priM|cheS'?gai]ift*tt$ ; we ?kre then anxioos and under re« 
imgiituivtiR. ^^voor to tiiile onrlelve^ Jm^ bir vkwi 
Iftkr timAr& finper ; we ao Jongi^r Addrefs )ui3l Mth thai 
o^isifiawji^g beaft, and that confidence,: which ^ c^nCcb 
esce {>ttrem4 ^oid of offenceiiAlpu'es ; and the itiQAientf 
when*we lire under the mccWiiyMinffifivlir^ Jiis divine 
prelieace^ .arp aaxtouily cpiinted. -. < . . 

- Tibu^f when JeCus Chrift commaiidjs us £0 pr4)f» hi? be# 
gl&a , with lOrdtering . u$ to waich^ ,^e t}iei;eby niea^s u$ ti) 
u(ut<!f fianjl ihat vigilance is the* oaaJy prepftWipn-ta prayeri 
tfiatrtd Iftye taprayt it is ni^c^flary ;to waijch ; and that 
jEnmtneii fow.aad conkdstfJKsus ia.prayer» are .graved, only 
to. the i«c^lle3aoa and tp therf^crifices of ;vigil^<e. | 
jpaow t^cft,^ if youdoiiot.prayi.you can:neyer Mfat$:h over 
yourfcli and .Jive hoUly 1 . but> I likewjfc know, ih^t^ i| 
)foii.^ert^no« thai vigiikuH^^^hiirb <iw(e»i tp Jiv^i Mi}y« 
)gO0 ean n^vei pray with tsowfqrt; a»dr witfc po^fi^l^tipti^ 
Krajii^ri, it i$ true, ohtainp for/^f . Ae ^i^ce^pf vigilance j 
butv it i$ yet more .trtte^c ijbat: vigilaij^e ^U>ne m\ d^a^s 
4owi} upon us the: gilt andr t^.i^ifsge 9f thepr?y.er., . . ^ 

And irom thence, it is cafy to conclude, that a life of 
tjr world, even gfa^tii^ it to-feg thfjUiQft:innoe.^t.;:t,hat' 
tti» Oig^» a Ij^oi plcafrire. ^gptinnaj gaimi<»&: diffipatiQi?^ 
and theatriiral amu^feineiitR*: wh^fh you ^aJl: S9 inw^ei^jtj 
whearattended witbpp other. harm, than, iibjatof dii^qualify;;* 
iog you for pray€s;:wbe«[ibi«rMf9rldb? life,; whil5b ypu .dsh 
ftroni^y Juftiiy, ftould eoiitain POthiqg ^ore jcjrimi^^j^. 
than th»t of.jdifgrtftii^ 9i>m^ l^Y^U of .dcyingfup tXP^r, 

heart, 
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lA^aitv of utirettlingyouriniaginatiany ot weakling your 
faith, and of filling your mind with anxiety and trouble ; 
when we (hould judge of the fecurity of this ftate merely 
from what you continually tell us» that you are incapable 
of arranging yourfeli for prayer, and that, on your part, 
it is aflways attended with an infupportable difguft'and wca* 
rinefs ; I fay, that for thefe reafons alone, the moft' inno- 
cent worldly life is a Kfe of fin and reprobatibn; a life for 
which there is no falvatton^; for falvation ispromtfed fole- 
ly to piayer ; falvation is not attainable, but through the 
aid of prayer ; falvation is granted only td perseverance 
in prayw ; confequently, every life which places an in» 
vincibie obftade in the way of prayer can have no preteu; 
fions to ialvation. Now, you are fully fenfiUeyoarfelves. 
my brethi^, that a life of' difiipatton^ of gaming, of plea^ 
fure, and of puMic places, puts an effeniial obftade in the 
way of prayer ; that -it places i» your heart, in your ima. 
g^nation, in your fenfcs, an invincible difguft at prayer, 
.an unfettkdnefs incompatible Vith th6 fpirit of prayer; 
you continually complain of '- <ftiis ;■. yoii even 'make ufeot 
it as a pretext not to pray ;'aftd frpm thence be aiftired 
that therein no 'fafvation fdrthe' worldly life, even the 
inoft innocent; fdt, whertv^r prayer is impoffible, falva« 
tion mtift likei^ife be fo. - ¥itk r^fM of the difguds and 
of the wanderings of our J^rtyers 4- the lukewannnefs and 
the infidelity of our life. 

' Thie fecond is, out little iifage of prayer. We pray; 
with difguft, becaufc we leldom pray* For^ tfiiy, Itk 
the praQice alone of prayer which will gradually calm' your 
mind, which will infenfiUy banifli from k the images of 
the world and of vanity, 'which iiirill difperfe all thofe 
elouds which produce all the difgults and the wanderingf 
of your '{payers, udly^ Yod muft a& for along time be- 
fore 



fore you, pn obtain; you.nmft preis» foUdt, md evea 
importune ; the fwcets and the confolations of prayer are 
the fruit and the reward of prayer itfelf ; Qdly^ There muift 
be familiarity ,< in order to find pleafure in it. If you fel«- 
dom pray, the Lord will be a firangeandan ankoownGod 
to you, as I mky fay, before wh^m. you will feel yourfelf 
embarrafled, and under a kind of reftraint ; with whom 
you will never experience thofe overflowings ot heart, 
that fwect confidence, that holy freedom, which familiari- 
ty alone bellows, and which confiitute the whole pleafurr 
of the divine intercourfe. God requites to be known, in 
order to be loved. The world lofes by being examined ; 
the Turface, and the firft. glance of it, are alohe fmiiing. 
Seai;ch deeper, and it is no longer but emptinefs, vanity; 
anxious care, agitation, and milery. But the Lord muft 
be tafted, fays the prophet, in order, to -feel how good h^ 
is. The more . you know* the more you love Him ; the 
more you unite yourfelf to him» the^moredo you feel that 
there is no true bappinefs on the earth, but that of know- 
ing s^nd of loving hiui. 

It is the ufe, therefore, of prayer,, which alone can ren* 
der prayer pleafing. Thus w6 fee,, that the generality of 
perfons who complain of the'difgufts and of the wander- 
ings of. their prayers^ feldom pray; think this important 
duty fulfilled, when they have beftowed upon the Lord ^ 
few hafly moments of thoughtleflAefs and reftraint ; for- 
fake it on the firfl fymptoms of difguH; make no. exertion 
to reduce and to familiarife their mind to it ; and far froiQ 
confidering prayer as being rendered only more neccflary 
tp them, by their invincible repugnance to it, they regard 
that very repugnance as a legal exc ufe, which difpcnfes. 
tjiem altogether from it. . 



But 
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, But hov fiad time ia tbe warid; you will tof, to iddte 
fo long and fo frequent an nfe of prayer ? Ydu, my dcit 
bearer, not find time to pray ? But wherefore is tim^ fgivtA 
to you, but to entreat of God to forget yotir erimesy 16 
look upon you with eyes of compaffion, and to plaee yoft 
one day among the number of his holy ! You have nfot 
time to pray? But you have net time, then, to be a ChiiA 
jtiui ? For* a man who prays not, is a miii who faa# M 
God, no worflup, and no hope. YoU have not tMe td 
pray ? But prayer is the beginning of all good'; and ifyoiik 
do not pray, you have not yet performed a fingle 'work 
for eternal life. Ah ! my brethren, is time ever Wanting 
to folicitthe favours of the earth, to importune the mafier, 
to befiege thofe who are in place, to bellow upon pleafurt^ 
or upon idlenefs ? What ufelefs moments ! Whsft languid 
and tirefome days, through the mere gloom wlkich ever 
accompanies idlenefs I What time loft in vain ceremonially 
in idle Gonverfations, in boundlefs gaming, in fruitkfi 
fubjefiioos, in grafping at chimeras which move farfehei' 
and farther from us ! Great God ! And tioie is wanted U^ 
aflc heaven of thee, to appeafe thy wrath, and to fuppli- 
cata thine eternal mercies t How humbly, O my God, muft 
falvation be eftimated, when time is wanted to entrc&it of 
thy mercy to fave us I And how much are we to be de- 
plored, to find fo many moments for the world, and to be^ 
unable to find a fingle one for eternity ! Second caufe of 
the dtfgufis, and of the wanderings of our prayers ; the lit* 
tie ufe of prayer itfelf. 

It is true, my brethren, that this reafon is not fo gene- 
ral, but what fouls, the moft faithful to prayer, are often 
leen to experience all thofe difgufts and thofe Wainderings 
of which I fpeak: but I fay, that tbefe difgufls proceed 

from 
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from tli6'wifdom of C©d, who means to purify them, and 
Who Jeiidis them ty that path, only in order to fulfil his 
cierhil defigris of mercy Upon them; laftreafon; thatcon- 
fequently, far from being'repulfed by what they find gloomy 
arid difagreeable in prayer, they ought to perfervere in it, 
with even riiore 'fidelity, than if the Lord had fhed upon 
them the moft abundant and the^mbft fenfible confolatiofts. 

" Xftly^ Becaufe you ought to confi'der thefe difgufts as the 
juft punifhjnent of your paft infidelities. Is it not reafona- 
ble, that God make you expiate the criminal voluptuouf- 
nefs'of ybur worldly life by the difgufts and the forrows 
of piety ? Wekknrfs of temperament does not perhaps per- 
mit you, to puiiifh, by corporeal fufferings, the licentipuf- 
nefs' of your paft manners; is it not juft that God fupply 
tKat, by the punifhment, and the inward affli£lions of the 
mind ? Would you pretend to pafs in an inftant from the 
pjeafures'of the world to thfofe of grace; from the viands 
of Egyptj to the milk and honey of the land of promife, 
without the Lord "having firft made yoU to undergo the 
'barienneis and the fatigues of the defert; and, in a ^ word, 
that he ihould not chaftife the delights, If I may venture 
to fay fo, of guilt, but by thofe of virtue. 

'2dly, You have fo long refufed yourfelf to God, in 
fpite of the moft lively infpiralions of his' grace, which 
raealled you to the truth and to the light; you have fo 
long (uiTered him to knock at ^he gate of your heart be- 
fore you opened it to him ; you have difputed, ftruggTed 
againft, wavered, deferred fo much, before you gave your- 
felf to him ; is it not juft that he leave you to folicit for 
f&oAe time befbre'he give himfelf to you with all the con- 
folations of his grace ? The delays and the tarryings of the 
Lord are the juft punifiiment of your own. 

Vol. L B3 But. 
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Buty even admitting thefe reafons to be lef$ woightjft' 
how do you know if the Lord thereby mean not. to render ; 
this exilement and this reparation in which we live from^him 
more hateful to you, and to increafe the fervenc^y of ypur 
longings for that immortal country where truth, fcen in open 
day, will always appear lovely, becaufe we fliall fee it 
fuch as it is ? How do you know if he thereby mean .not 
to inf pire you with new compunClion for your paft crimes, 
by making you fenfible, at every moment, of the contra- 
riety and difguft which they have left in your heart to the 
truth and to righteoufnefs ? Laftly, How do you l^XkoWf 
if the Lord mean not^ by thefe difgufts, to perfe£l the. pu- 
rification oi what may as yet be too human in your piety ? 
If he mean not to eilablifli your virtue upon that truth 
which is always the fame, and not upon inclination and 
fancy, which inceflantly change ; upon rules which are 
eternal, and not upon confolations which are tranfitory ; 
upon iaith which never fails to facrtfice the vifible for 
the invifible riches, and not upon ieeling which leaves 
to the world almoft the fame empire that grace bath 
over your heart ? A piety wholly oi fancy goes a fliort way, 
if not fuftained and confirmed by the truth* It is danger* 
ous to let our fidelity depend upon the feeling difpofitions 
of an heart which is never an inftant the fame, and upon 
which every obje£l makes new impreflions. The du- 
ties which only pleafe when they confole, do not pleafe 
long ; and that virtue which is folely founded on fancy, 
can never fufiain itfelf, becaufe it reits only upon our- 
felves. 

For, after all. if you feek only the Lord in your prayers, 
provide<|;that the way by which he leads you condufl to 
him, it 'dught to matter little to you whether it be by that 
of difguiis or of confolations, for^ being the furefi, it 

ought 
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ought, always to appear preferable to all others. If you 
pray only to attra£l more aids from heaven in relief of 
yofiir wants» or in fupport of your weaknefs, faith teach- 
ing you that prayer, even when accompanied with thofe 
difguftsand thofe drynefles, obtains the famefavours» pro- 
'4Uc^i the fame etkRs,' and is equally acceptable to God, 
at that in which fenfible confolations are found : What do 
-I fay ? that it may become even more agreeable to the 
Lord, ihrbugh your ^ceptance of the difficulties which 
you -there encounter; faith teaching you this, you ought 
to'b^ equally faithful to prayer as if it ' held ont the moft 
ftnfibie attrafiions» otherwife it would not foe God whorii 
yd^ fought, butyourfelves ; it would not be eternal richerf, 
bUtvain and 'fleeting confolations; it would not be the r^ 
taedies of faith, btit the fupports of your felf.lovc. 

• 'Thus, be whom ybu' may who now Kften to me, imitate 
the woman ot (!>ahalin.; be faithful to prayer, and in the 
fulfilment of this duty yoU will find all the reft fuflained 
and rendered cafy. * If a finner, pray: it was through 
payer alone that the publican and the finfiil Woman Of the 
gofpel obtained feelings of compunction, and the grace of 
a- thorough penitence* and prayer is the bhijr fource and 
the only path of righteoufnefs. If righteous, ftill pray ; 
perfe^erance in faith and in piety is promifed only to pray- 
er ; and by that it was that Job, that David, that Tobias 
perfevercd tothe^nd. If you live amid finners, and your 
duty does not permit you to withdraw yourfelf from the 
fight of their irregularities and example, pray : the greater 
the dangers, the more neceffary does prayer become ; and 
the three children in the flames, and Jonah in the belly of 
a monfter, found f^fety only through prayer. If the en- 
gagements of your birth, or of your ftation, attach you to 
the court of kings, pray : Eflher, in the court of Ahalue- 

rus, 
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rus, Daniel in that of Darius, the prophets in the patacef 
of the kings of Ifrael,. were folely indebted to pra^^r-^ 
their life and falvation. If you Jive in retirement, praf : 
folitude itfelf becomes a rockr if a continual intercourse 
with God does not defend us againfi ourfelves ; and Juditb« 
in the fecrecy of her houfe/ and the widow Ann in |I|^ 
temple, and the ^Rthonies inthedefert^ found the fruiiand 
the fecurity of their tctreaX in prayer atoiK«r If efiablifli* 
ed in the chorch for th|e inllru£lion of the people, pray • 
all the power and all the fuccefs of your tnaniftry mpift. de- 
pend upon your prayers; and the apoflles converted 'the ^ 
univerfe folely becaufe they had appropriated npthtitg. td 
themfelves but prayer ^ni the preaching of the g0%!eL 
L*aftly, Be whom you may» I ^gain repeat k; ia profperj^i 
or in indigence, in joy or iii afflijSion,^; in trouble or in 
peace, in fervency or in defpondency, in luft or in the 
ways of righteoufnefs, advanced in virtue, or ftiU in the 
firft fteps of penitence, , pray : prayer is the fafety of all . 
fiations, the confolatioa of all forrows, the duty of all 
conditions, the .foul of piety, the; fuppoft of hitb, the 
grand foundation of religion, and all religion itfdf, O 
jny God ! Ifaedthen upon us that fpirit of gr^oe and of pray- 
er which was to be the diftinguifbing mark of thy church, 
and the portion of a new people; and purify, our hearts 
and our lips, that we may be eqabled to offer up to thee 
pure homages, fervent ^fighi, and prayers worthy of the 
eternal riches which thou hall fpr often, promifed to tliofe 
who ih^H have well entreat^ them» 
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FORGIVENESS GF INJURIES. 



Matthew v. 43. ^ 

• 
Ye have heard that it hath p$en faid^ Thoujhalk lave thy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy .* But I fay unto yout 
. five your enemies. 

XT is commonly believed that a degree of indulgence and 
caution had been ufed by the legiflator of the Jews, in 
publifliing the law on forgivenefs of injuries, that obliged 
to accommodate it, in fome refpeS, to the weaknefs of a 
carnal piiople, andotherwifeperfuaded that, of all virtues, 
that of loving an tfiiemy was the moft difficult to the heart 
of man, he was fatisfied with regulating and prefcribing 
bounds for revenge. It was only in order to prevent great 
excefles, lays' St. Augufiin,' that he meant to give authority.^ 
to fmaller ones. ' The law, like all the others, had its fanc« 
tity, its goodnefs, its juftice ; but it was rather an eftab- 
liflimeht of polity than a rule of piety. It was calculated ' 
to maintain the internal tranquillity of the ftate ; but it 
neither touched the heart, nor ftruck at the root of hatreds 
and revenge. The only efFefli propofed was either to reftrain 
^thc aggreffor, by threatening him with the fame punifliment 
with which he had grieyed his brother, or to put a check 
• ' upon 
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upon the irritation of the oflended, by letting him fee that, 
if he exceeded in the fatisfa3ion required, he expofed him- 
felf to utidergo all the furplus of his revenge. 

Philofophers, in their morality, had alfo placed the for- 
givenefs of injuries amonj; the number ot virtues ; but that 
was a pretext of vanity, rather than the rule of difcipline. 
It is becauf<: revenge fcemed to them to carry along with it 
fomething, I know not what, of mean and paffionate, 
which would 'fiave dtsfignreti the portrait, and the proud 
tranquillity of their fage : that it appeared difgraceful to 
them to be unable to. rife fuperior to an injury. The for- 
givenefs of their enemies was folely founded, therefore, 
upon the ebntempt in Which tb^y held l^hein. ' They aveng. 
ed thdmfelves by difdaining revenge; and pride resbdily 
gave up the pleafure of hurting thofe who have injured ^s, 
for the pleafure which was found in defpifing them. 

But the law; oi the gofpel, upon loving our enemies, 
neither flutters pride nor fpares felf. love. In the forgive* 
nefs of injuries nothing ought to indemnify the Chrifiian« 
but the confolation of imitating Jefus Chrifi, and of obey- 
ing him ; but the claims, which, in an enemy, prove to 
him a brother; but the hope of meeting, before the Eter- 
nal Judge, with the fame indulgence which he Q{M have 
ufed towards men. Nothing ought to limit him in bis 
charity, but charity itfelf, which hath no bounds, which 
excepts neither places, times, nor perfons, which ought 
never to be extinguifhed. And, Ihould the religion of 
Chriilians have no other proof againft unbelief than the 
fubiiroe elevation of this maxim* it would always haye this 
pre-eminence in fan£lity, and cpnfequently in apparent 
truth overall the k&s which bav€( ever appeared upon tbe . 
earth ► 

Let 
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Let VLi qnfbld» therefore^ the motiires and the rliles of 
this eSential point ot the law : the motives, by efiablifliing * 
the equity of the precept through the very pretexts which 
feem to oppofe it ; the rules, by laying open the illufions 
under which every one juftifies to himfell their iafraflions 2 
that is to fay, the injuftice of our hatreds, and the falfity 
of our reconciliations. 

Part I. The three principles which ufually bind men 
to each other, and by which are formed all human unions 
and friendihips, are fancy, cupidity, and vanity. Fancy. 
We follow a certain propeniity of nature, which being the 
caufe of our finding, in fome perfons, a greater fimilarity 
to our own inclinations, perhaps alfo greater allowances 
for our faults, binds us to them, and occafions us to find, 
in their fociety, a comfort which becomes wearinefs in that 
of the reft of men. Cupidity. We feek out ufeful friends; 
froai the moment that they are neceflary to our pl^afure or 
to our lortune, they become worthy of our friendfhip ; inter- 
eft is a grand charm to the majority of hearts i the titles which 
render us powerful, are quickly tranfmuted into qualities 
which render us apparently amiable, and friends are never 
wanting, when we can pay the friendfliip of thofe who 
loye us. Laftly. Vanity. Friends who do us honour 
are always dear to us ; it would feem that, in loving them, 
we enter, as it were, into partnerfhip with them, in that 
diftin£lion which they enjoy in the world; we feek to 
deckouHeives, as I may {ay, with their reputation ; and, be-* 
ittg unable to reach their merit, we pride ourfelve^ in their 
fociety, in order to have it fuppofed that, at leaft, there is 
not much betwixt us, and that like loves like. 

Thefe arc the three great ties ol human fociety. Reli- 
gion and charity unite almoft nobody ; and from thence it 

is. 
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is, that from the moment men ofiend our fancy, that they^ 
are unfavourable to. our interefts, or that they wound our - 
reputation and our vanity, the humah and- brittle tie6 which' 
united us to them are broken afunder ; our heart withdraws 
from themt and no longer finds in itfelf, with refpeQ to* 
them, butanimofity and bittamefs. And behold the three 
moft general fources of thofe hatreds which men nourfflt 
againft each other ; which change all the fweets of fociety 
into endiefs inveteracies ; which empoifon all the delight of 
converfatton$» and all the inaocency of mutual intercourfe ; 
and which, attacking religipn in the heart,, neverthelefs 
prefent themfelves to us under appearances of equity,' 
which juftify them in our eyes, and flrengthen us in tl|em« ^ 

I fay, from the moment that men offend our fancy; 
and this is the firft pretext, and the firft four ce of our 
withdrawing from, and of our hatreds againft our brethren. 
You fay that you cannot accord with fuch a perfon ; that 
every thing in him offends and difpkafes you ; that it is an 
antipathy which you cannot conquer; that all his manners 
feem fafliioned to irritate you ; that to fee him would an- 
fwer the fole purpofe of augmenting the natural averfion 
wiiich you have to him ; and that nature hath placed with- 
in us hatreds and likings, conformities and averiions, for 
which ihe alone is, to be anlwerable. 

To this I might at once anfwer, by eftablifliing the foun- 
dations of theGhriftian dofirincupon loving our brethren : 
Is that man, in confequence of difpleafing, and being 
difagrceable to your fancy, lefs your brother, child of God, ^ 
citizen of Heaven, member of Jefus Chrift, and inheritor" 
of the eternal promifes ? Doth his humour, his charafter, 
whatever it may be, efface any one of thofe augaft tra£b 
which be hath received upon the facred font, which 

unite 
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•^ unite hioa to yoii Jby divine and immortal tics, and 
whicli ought to render Kira dear and refpeSable to you?. 
When Jefus Chrift commands us to love our brethren as 
ourfelves» doth he mean to make a precept which cofts no* 
thing to trie heart, and in the fulfilment ot which* we found 
neidier difficulty nor hardthip ? Ah ! What occafion had 
be to command us to love our brethren, if, in virtue of 
that commandment, We !were obliged to love only thofe foe 
>vhom we feet a natui^l iancy and inclination. The heitrt 
hath no occafion, on this. point, for precept ;' it is it§ own 
law. The precept then fuppofes a difficulty on our 
part: Jelus Chriit ha^h, therefore, forefeen, tb^t it would 
be hard upon us to love our brethren ; that we fhould find 
within us antipathies and diflikes which would withdraw us 
iromxhem ; and behold why he hath attached fo much merit 
to the obfervance of this fingle point, and hath fo often de« 
clared to us that, to.obferve it, was to obferve the whole 
law. . Averfion to Qur brethren, far then irom jufiifying 
r our eftrangement frojn them, renders to us, on the contrary, 
the obligation of loving them more precile, and places us 
pcrfonally in the cafe of the precept. 

But befides, ought a Chri0ian to be regulated by fancy 
and humour, or by the principles ot rea(on, of faith, of 
religion, and of grace ? And fince when is the natural 
fancy, which we are commanded by the gofpel to oppofe, 
becofne a privilege which difpenfes us from its rules ?. If 
the reppgpance felt for duties were a title ot exemption. 
)vhere is the bel^iever who would not be quit of the whole 
law, and who, would not find his juilification and liis inno- 
cency, in proportion as he felt a greater degree of corrup* 
tion in his heart ? Are our fancies our law ? Is religion on* 
ly the fupport, and not the remedy of nature ? Is it not a 
weaknefs, even in the eyes of the world, to legulate our 
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fteps and aur fentimrato, bur hatreds tod aur love towards 
men, merely upon the caprices oF a Sincy for wUcb we 
can give no reafon ourfelves ? Do men of this defcriptkn 
do great credit, I do not fay /to religion, hut to hittnanitjr i 
And are they not, even to the world ttfelf, a fpe3»cle ot 
contempt, of derifion, and of cenfiire? What a chaos would 
foclety be, if fancy alone were to decide upon our duties, 
and upon reciprocal attentions, and if men were to be uni- 
ted by no other hw ? Now, if the rules even of (ocietyi 
exafi, that fancy alone'be not thefole principle of our con<^ 
duft towards the reft ot men, fiiould the gofpel be more in* 
dulgent on that point? The gofpel, which preaches onlf 
felt-denial *; which every where commands us to do vio- 
lence upon ourfelves, and to ftrive againft our fancies and 
our affe£lions ; which demands that we a£l through vie^ 
fuperior to ilefh and blood, and that we hefitate not to fa« 
erifice to the fan£lity of taith, and to the fuUimity of its 
rules, not only our caprices, but our moft ie^l inclina^ 
tions. 

It i^ therefore abfurd, to alledge to us an aVerfion to 
your brother, which is itfelt your guilt. I might further 
fay : You complain that your brother is difpleafing to 
you, and that it is not poflibte for you to bear with, or ttf 
be in agreement with him ; but do you fuppofe, that yod 
yourfelf are difpleafing to none ? Can you guarantee tof 
Us, that you are univerfally liked, and that every one ap^ 
plauds and approves you ? Now, if you exa£t, that every 
thing offenfive in your manners be excufed, upon thegood« 
nefs of your heart, and on account of thofe eflentiat quali- 
ties upon which you pride yourfelf; if to you, it appear 
unreafonable to be offended at nothings, and by ceraiii 
lallies of which we cannot always command ; if you infift 
upon being judged by the confequence, by the ground- 

work* 
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worki- by the jnaBitode of your femiraenU aod condu8« 
•tid not in confequeace of thofe humours which fqinetim^i 
ftivohtiiftarxty efcape you» and upon which it is very diffi^ 
€vi% to beatways guarded againft one's felf : have the fame 
equity for your brother; apply the fame rule to yourfeiC; 
bear vfith him as you have occafion to be borne with your 
fdf ; and do not juflify by your eftrangement ftom him, 
the unjuft averfions which may be had to yourfelf. And 
this rule is fo much the more equitable, as that you have 
Qirfy to caft your eyes upon what is continually paffing. in 
tiM world, to be convinced that thofe who are loudeft 
iii trumpeting forth the iaults of their brethren, are th« 
iwy perfons with whom nobody can agree, who are the 
peAs oi focictiest and a grievance to the reft of men. 

' And I might here demand^ of you« my dear header, it 
this principle of contrariety^' which renders your brother 
fe infu^qiortable to you, be not more in yourfelf, that is 
io iay, in your pride, in die capricioufnefa of your temper, 
in (be contrariety o£ your chara£ler, than ia^is ; demand 
pf. y4>u, if all tht world fee in him what you believe to 
fee yourfelf; if his friends, his relations, hb intimates look 
upon him with the fame eyes that you do ? What do I 
know! I might demand, of yop, if that which difpleafel 
you in him, be not perhaps his good qualities.: if bis ta* 
loits, his reputation, his credit and his fortune, have no$ 
peiiiaps a greater fhare in your averfion, than bis faults ; 
and if. it be not his merit or his rank which have hitbertQ 
in your fight conftituted his whole crime.. We are fo 
oa&ly deceived in this point ! £nvy is a pa.ffion fo maiked, 
and fo artful in difguifing itfelfl As there is fomething 
mean and rafcally in itt and as it is a fecret confeflion 
made toourfelves of our own mediocrity, it always (bi^ws 
itfelf to us under foreign outfides, which completely con* 

ceal 
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d»l it from tts ; bm iatliem yoizr bestft, and ym i(n^ 
Om all tbore, who dlber Airpafis, or «KlK>ifaine.with too auidi* 
lu&re near yoti, have the misfortune to dtfpkafe ypu ; ibitt 
you find amiable^ only tbote vrho bavenoihiiig to <:omie(l 
with you; that all who rife above, or are.«ve»eqiaBUa 
you, eonftrain and hurt you ; and that to have! a claim t9{ 
your friendiiip, it is iieceflary to faav£ none either ito youn 
pretentions or e;^e^ncses. v 

But I go ftill further^ and I entreat youlo Uftrn to mftf 
I admit your brother to have mope laiults than even y<»u iig« 
cure him of having. Alas f You are fo g^^e and; £i| 
friendly towards thofe, from whom you oxpefl your ibr^ 
tune and your efiabtiflunenty and wbofe temper* haughti** 
nefs, and manners fliock you ! You bear with all the^f 
pride, their repulfes* their fcoms ; you fwaltow aU.^betf 
ineciualities and caprices : You are nevier difttartened,! 
your patience is always greater than your autipatky m4 
your repugnance, and you neglefi: nothing to pleafe. >AM 
If you regarded- your brother, as he upon whom li^niM 
eternal falvation, as he to whom you are to be indebted, 
not for a fortune of dirt, and an uncertain efiabliihmeMb 
but for the fortune even of your, eternity, would )^u fot 
low, with regard to him» the caprice of ymir Sancy? 
Would you not conquer the unjuft antipathy which eftran^ 
ges you from fiim ? Would you fuffer fo much in puttisg 
your inclinations in unifon with your eternal rntewfts, aad 
in doing upon yourfelf fo ufeful a^nd fo necefTary a vio^ 
lence ? You bear with every thing for the world and for 
vanity ; and you cry out, how hard ! from the moment that 
a fmgle painful proceeding is exafied of you for eternity. 

And fay not that there are caprices of nature, of wl»^h 
*o account can be given, and that we arc not the mailers 

of 
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of our ftncieis aad likings. I grant llits to a certaitfpoint'; 
biit tb^l^ls a t6y€ of reafoii and of religion, vfldtb oug^ 
t^Afs to g^h the day over that of nature. The gofpd 
exa€ls not that yciu have a fan<^y for your biiothef, it eic- 
ads -that you love hkn ; that is to fay, that yoii bear ^itb 
htm, that you excufe him« that yon conceal his iaults, ^ 
Ihal yoQ fetve bim ; in a word, that you do for him 'what- 
ever you wduld wifh to have d<5ne for yourfelf/ Charity 
is not a folind a^id capricious fancy, a natural liking, a fym- 
ipiSithy of temper and'difpofiuon ; it is a juft, ^niightenicd/ 
Md 'rsafonable duty ; a love which takes its riCein the imi 
puller of grace, and in the views 6l faith. I<t is^not right 
l^'tbvii^g our brethren, to love them only through &ocy 
ttk loving xme's felf. Charity alone enables us to low \ 
Uiein as we ought, and it alone can form real and ftedfaft 
friehd«. For fancy is <k>mitiual]y chatiging, and charity 
nev^r dietfa ; fancy feeka only itfelf, and charity feekeili 
mi }U own imereils, but the intereft of whom itJo^s^ 
fialnGy is not proof: againfl: every thing, a lofs, a ]B(roceed^ 
ihgi a difgiace, and Charky rHi^h fuperior to death : iani 
tf tev6s only its own cdtjveniency. ; and charity fipdeth 
nothing amifs, and fuffereth every thing for whom it lov- 
etb ; iancy is blind, and often renders even ibe vices of 
our brethren amiable to u ^ ; and charity nevier givctii. pcaiie 
to iniquity, and in others loveth only the truth. The 
friends of grace are therefore much more to be relied on 
than tbofe of nature. The iame fancy which unit^the 
manners, is often, a moment after, the caufe of feparating 
them; but the ties formed by charity, eternally endune. r 

. Sueh is the firft fource of pur likings and of our ha. 
treds, the injuftices and the capricioufnefs of our fancy,: 
Intereil is thefecond : for nothing, is nfore common tl^ii 
to bear you juflifying ypur animoiities» by telling us tb|it. 

fuch 
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fuch a man hath neglefled nqtbipg to ruia you; that |if 
bas been ibe mean pf blading yo\u fortune;; that be. coqf 
tinually. excites ve^catious maUers agaihft you;, that yqi| 
find him an infupeiable impediment in your Wiiiy« .^ind that 
it is difficiuk to love an en^my fo bent on injuring you« 

But granting that you fpeak the UUth» I anfw^r tojouf 
to all the other ills \yhicb your brother hath caiUed to ypu» 
i¥hy (hould you add tb^tof bating him* which ia the grea^r 
eft of all, fince all the: Qtbejrs have tended u>.raviJ[b ix^m 
you only fleeting add: frivojous riches, while this.>itbe 
caofe of ruin to ypur foul, and. deprives you, for eyfpc pf 
your claim to an immortal kingdom ? In bating i hii^, yom 
injure yourlelf much more than all .his malignity withr^f* 
pcft to you could ever do :. be hath ufurped the patr^ilioay 
of jronr lathers ; it may bo foa ^<)i in order to ^aVjc^igf 
yourfell, you renounce the inheritance of the heavenly F^, 
ther, and the eternal patrimony of Jefus Chriilt. XoH 
take >yosir revenge then upon; yourfelf; andi in ord^r t^ 
confole yourfelf for the ills done to you by your br9thcri 
you provide for yourfelf one wkboii^t end s^nd witboni 
meafure. ,.,,.. 

And moreover. Does your hatred tdwvds yout brotbec 
reftore any of thofe advantages which he hath {natche4 
from you ? Does it meliorate your condition ? What da 
you reap from your animofity and your, rancour ? In bat^i 
ing him, you fay that you confole yourfelf ; and this ta 
the only confolation left to you. What a confi)btt<m» 
great God I is that of hatred, that is to fay, of a gloomy 
and lurious paflion, which gnaws, the heart,, flioda ahguilb 
and forrow through ourlelves, and begins by puni&ingaod 
rendering us miferable ! What a cruel pleafure u thai of 
hating, that is to fayi of bearing on the heart a load of 

rancour 
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famcbi]^, wbich vmpoifons every moment of liiei What 
« barfcarom mediod of confoltng one's felf ! And are you 
not worthy of pity, to feek a rcfourcc in your evils, which 
anfwers no purpofe but that of eternifing, by hatred, a 
tnmfitofy injary ? ■ ' ' 

But let US cede this human hngnage, and fpeak that 
€if the fgofpel; to which our mouths are confecrated.' 
If you were Chrtftian, my dear hearer ; if you had not 
Idft faith, far from hating thole whom God hath made in* 
firumehtal in blafting your hopes and your projeds of for« 
tune, yon would regard them as the infiruments of God's 
liiercies upon your foul, as the minifters of your fanftifi- 
cation, and the blefled rocks which have been the means 
of faving you from (bipwreck* You would have been loft 
in credit and in elevation ; you would then have neglefied 
your God ; your ambition would have increafed with your 
fortune, and death would have furprifed you in the vortex 
of th)( world of paiRons, and of human expeflancies. But, 
in order to faVe your foul, the Lord, in his great mercy, 
hath railed up obftacles which have ftopt your courfe. He 
hath employed an envious perfon, a rival to fupplant youg 
to keep you at a diftance from favours, and to place him- 
felf betwixt you and the precipice, into which you was 
running headlong, for ever to perifii : He hath feconded, 
as I may fay, his ambition ; he hath favoured his defigns ; 
and, through an incomprehenflble excefs of goodnefs to* 
wards you, he hath crofTed your worldly fchemes : He 
bath raifed up your enemy in time, in order to fave you in 
eternity. You ought therefore to adore the eternal defigns 
of his juftice and of his mercy upon men ; to confider 
yoilr brother as the blefled caufe of your falvation : to en- 
treat of God, that, feeing his ambition or his bad inten- 
tions have been employed to fave you, he may infpire him 

v/iib 
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ivitltfiiiceie rqitntaiKe, and tfaar the perfiio wKo ioiMieeii 

• ibe inftruflient oi your falvation be tio£peii3aiue^.to pefclQi 

biinfdf, ' ■ : .1 V . 

Yes« my brethren, our hatreds prcM^ed/iektirefy from 
our want of faith. Alas ! if we regarded every thing 
vrhich pafles, as a vapour without iubflaitoe ; if ' we were 
thoroughly convinced that all this is nothing; that falvation 
is the -great and important afisor, and diat dttr.tioQafure'^iod 
our true riches are only in etemky» wfafire, . in the! wi- 
ling of an eye, we (hall be; if we'were cdftviAced of it. 
alas ! we would confider men, who p«ffioi»^ly qiiannel 
and difpute with each others for the dignities of the eanh* 
as children who fail out among themfelves for the play* 
.things le^ich amufe their eye, whofe cbildilh hinredafand 
aniftiofities tuirn uponnoChmgs, which infancy alone, aed 
die feeble ftate of reafon magnify in their eyes. . Tranquil 
on the greatell and moft important events, on the lofsinf 
the .patrimony, of. their fathers,, and ihejall of their laaily, 
and keen even toexcefs, when deprived of any ofs the lit- 
tle trifling objiefis which delight their infancy. Thus, O 
my^God, fooliih and puerile men feel not the Ipfsof tSieir 
heavenly inheritance, of that immortal . patrimony, ^ be- 
queathed to them by Jefus Chrift, and which their brethren 
are already enjoying in heaven. Th^y unconcernedly £ee 
die kingdom of . God, .and the only true riches :pa{s away 
from thera ;< and like children, they .are inflamed with rage, 
and mutually arm againft each other^ from the inftant that 
their frivolous pofieffions are encroached upon« or that any 
attempt is made to deprive them of thofe childifh play- 
things, the only value or impprunce of which, is ihat^f 
ferving to deceive their feeble reafon, and to amufe their 
childhood. . ' . 
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r iftoif^ i t6tiriftiati,f dttereft i& tkehefpre ^n uimt^rtby^ mA 
tetmuialHprfflext :loi«<bis b»tri»l towards fai& > br^tAr^a ^ but 
^wofiby^ whkhis thdr bil jefource, is fliU lels exculeable* 

: ^£odpiDy.bifetkreii« wewlfc ta be apppdv^d, and jta have 
ottt €mhs;as/WeH>a&:Qttii:virta^ sipplauded; aiild although 
ure *cfiel SDMrw«a,VB»kn^fiefi; yict vr ;ire.«fo unreafonablei 

. as- Jta : eiofl that •. flihers ifte > tbftm jiq^, ?u»d that thqr evei% 

' ^ve iGcedit .to.usr)or cei^imi Qualities, wbibh we inwardlyr 
^piO»eh ' tp ourfidsfcs aa< vices* ; W« c[«uld wi(h that *aU 
Inou^hilwere iUfed;folely with oucpsaifea; and that the; 
world, which forgiirea nothing,. wfatcbJpares not even ita 

, mafters, ihould admire in ua what it cenfures in others. 

'■' In: effefl;. you complain; that your enemy hath both 
privately and ipuUkly decried you ; that he h,ath added 
eaitimny to flanddr; that. he :haih attacked you in the ten« 
idereft and moil feeling iqoarter, and that be huth negle£l^ 
nothing to hlA yobr honour and your reputation in the 
i^iiiibnx>f men* i • , 

But, .before replying to this, I : might firftfay to y»u» 
miftruft the: reports which have been made to you of your 
browser ; . the moft innocent fpeeches reach us^ib empidion-* 
ed, through the jnalignity.of the tongues which have con*^ 
veyedcb'em;; tbore^are fo:many mean flatt^ers, who feek. to 
Jieagoeeable at tUeexpenee of. thofe who are not fo; there 
iU:e.^OTmany dark and wicked minds, whofe only pleaiuiv 
Is in finding ' out lei&ilwhf re none is meant, and in fowing 
diflenlioB among ^inen.;. there are* fo many volatile and i!t»« 
pn^dent charafiers, who. unfealonabty, and with an en^ 
venomed air, repeat what at firft had been only faid! with 
the moll innocent intentions ; there are fo many men; na* 
lurally given to the hyperbole, and in whpfe mouth evei^y 
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flttftg-ji flMgttii^k md depart! from t&t,fiatiiralati(lfiis^<t 
ttiitb; I here appeal to )K>urfdll*: Ua» ittiewriiiyiHSiMd 
l» y«u, that yotir«ioft imioceot faysagaliikYv faeea cmpdiibo£ 
cd» and circumflaoGes^ added to your recUalSy which yoa 
lad never even tbo^glit of ? Ha^eyotsafOl thencadumed 
jq^atnH Che injuftke apd the' Ufaligimy^ oi^ the repeafiett 9 
Why might not yott> to your tfurti, Wnr 'deeeaired? And il 
every thing whidai pai&s throagha^wiety of cfatmieit, 
he in general aduherated^ and newr readi us^iii its ofigimi 
parity, why IbovU' ytau Tuppofetbat difcovrleak whi^ m^ 
late to yo« alone» vr^re exempted frotn^fie fanetot, aapii 
ti^ere emitted to more attekntea aiod belief f 

You will no doubt reply, that thefe generaLmaxims are 
fiot the point in cpjeftion, and that theaaioa^of which ypil 
complain, are not doubifel, bm pofitive. ,1 admitf il ;. ao^ 
I- aik if yo«r brother have not oq. hitfide^. the feme t^ 
proachet'toBiaketo you; ii yoehfive. always been: very 
knient and vefy* charitable to bis favlts; it yoa,bave/^ 
ways rendered jufticCi even to his good qoadilies ;..iC you 
have never permitted him to be reviled in your pmfence ; 
if you have not aided the malignity of fiicb difcoudes.bjr 
an aflfeded moderation* which halh only, tended ta blow up 
the fire ot detraflton, and to fupply new traits againfi your 
brother ; I aik you, if you are even circunsfptfi towar4i 
the reft of men ; if you readily forgive the wcaknefs of 
others ; if your tongue be not in general, dipt in wonn- 
wood and gall ; if the heft efiabliihed reputaiioif^ be not al- 
ways in danger in your hands; and,, ittbe £ftddeft and 
Bsoft private hiftorie9> do not fpeedily -become matter of 
aotoriety, through your malignity and imprudence ; O 
man ! Thou pufheft delicacy and feniibxlity ta fuch length*, 
upon, whatever regards thyfelf i We have occafion for aU 
the terror of our, nuntftry, and lor aQ the other moft 

weighty 



weigfat^fftitditeceniemi q^ feligkin, ^ ^tng ittmei^ Ipi^^i 
iathjiibrotfaer, ft fii^Ic fp^ectu IrequeiHljf «i v^ord^i^ 
wpnidence, ^tcfe:icb«ni:e« wbich.:cir4iiiD02iQ<!^« -wbicsti 
perhaps a> juft Yefennneiit.lialli forc«d?ft^m.hitn ; ii<i4 th« 
tibeiiliQufile& of thy diftOiiFftA iowftrda /ottmiH^ : ktiOV4 
seitfier iUe/bonds of p^lk^eli^ morfkaH of 4f«eMy whicA 

-.uBqt, :giwtiii|;:tliit :y0^ bave-MdlDriig f o rl^cfHrp^ofa yottr; 
M^ooiirith^ !p«n-of mo^eniHKii doWfwils. yoiir bcoib^^ 
HHKit &» 7»o;|[«uti jby b«tifig bim P iDo. y^Hitbiff^by tf^^f 
tsfae Jatfd ioiptoifiawi .wh«eb UMtflsottffilv^itHig^. Mve kfccfH 
the minds of men ? On thf 'ieoi1ti»i)r* >yott inflifk a fe^ifc 
wound Upon your heart ; you give yourfelf a ftab which 
^atfSrsodi^iidi ft> yxtdr fiMib; y^u .wrenith ibe- Iw^rd ik>m 
}» bihdt, U^l/nuty ^lesfc in .Ai«J!i^mmV in «>fder to pbai^ 

tiKliotf|cit)i^ol>o^i»5cfoIfdUlEl,.Illakejal|^^^ <>f bi^ 

dflbmirfes 5nri^m'Crdffftrt>)^« :by.fi:)i(^ tn^o^fit^ia r^nroacjk 
itbo^piirM^cti ni vi^iftbleimy ba^€ig»f^#&!{ift ^ainftyou^ 
«iibt jriib amosMpfi a«d ^be^ ini^y ^^bi^^^Hnuiie^ i:^ 
MrtJHi^oAib]mrdfi:lb}i!Abe(f>ni&i(S!e^ fb9& tir|iie$» .#ici^ 
ly oppDfite:t<;r.ib«Jaubsivhibh:fa^ impj»<eft^a.y<^ J. fyi^^h i$ 
the juft and legal manner of revengingi yoMdffff >Tf i«4D9I^ 
over his malice, by your manners and by your filence : 
j^mi wiiHkQ«plitifig^iiasr)s:9poi> bfslbe^iS JRa^will f^iAithe 
{iiiWi^Mi your: fide }) ypiilwiU l9av4r ootbi^f >^yw^ tMr 
tBjr, hisAA^inhtfEkft «f this |iplGooi Md of bi^ ipipofitio^Sip 
fittt-ftMiAgbiiD*;!! the <evf)»gr^!9f Ibe w^^afid the fed 
4!Dnf(cdailiQn of thct gRH^} : ih*^ ^i^i it> i^tb».€m]y ar^ii^fp 
of tfaofe who cMft find nonejudyictue, ^i^iaianoc^aee* 

' But let us now ^ivt all tbefe rea(oiHis^<; a«d come^P 
|fae«Iieiiiia] point« ¥011.^1^ '^ommand^iio i^ye tbofe -wkp 

defpitcfully 



defphef oily u(e ^d calomskdjt yoa' ; to\ pray for thein,i t^ 
cintreat their codverfibn of God, thtitfae« change ^theirifa^^^ 
coroos heart* ifagt'lieinfptre them ^thfentiiAejit8rol|icace 
and of cbwity, afid that be place them animig t)ie>tniarfier 
of hi» holy. Ydu are comatMiidtd' tcvidohfider thbmtas ala 
ready citizcnr of thte heavenly Jerdfeteiir; witbiwHdJntybur 
ihaH form only one voice in fingitig tbe^ininiofftai ipraik^ 
of grace. You are commanded to look upon injuries as 
bleffipgs, as. die pum^ment oi your' hidden^ t^lHQ^^'So^ 
vrhiob 70U*liaye foofteh itorited'tO'fbeco%»dfferdHWithocoii4 
fufion before 'dten; as the* prtc« <^ tjie JcingdomioSiOtNlf 
whrcb is^promifed'to thole aS<ine,iMrhiQrwkh:pid^f»beai^ 
with periisttition^l caltttanyJ^ • -' m a !-: r' li j tsj 

For, after aM,' it mirfir comd 410^ ifais. SeltUaiire^iioM 
would makeijrs to love th^fc Who lovp t^s/^Wlii praife! taq 
who publift oa^ virtues, lalTc ot>tni*^/iuch« waiffj^ <whbtt 
virtae of the Pigawi j for, faid^^Jfcftw* Chrtft^ %3<ei loa^ 
thofc that teve»ydui whatrewaffdhaiWyi*^ -^o noti-^veii'ihb 
publicans .lb ?- ^Biii il$|igfon gti&s^#fii6rt iV re^iilt^i^sim 
love tbofi^ who ha^i^ atid yetfecu^^ ili-$ it &dosia thfo pHte 
the mercies of ^d' upon usv ;aadid^laVdi to/ii€f')(teitn0 
forgiverfeft is* t^ ht .exp^iledifcrr ^dui^eiv4svnl^ weigoaoi 
It not'tooui^Wetbred*-; -"'^ ^^j i. ta.. $ : ,> !...ii;;.'^ *• -j 

And candidly, iwt^d y^ouhtft^e'^Siod W^ 
and' the horroafs of Vour wholeMife/ to'be infettfiUe^o'bis 
oWn glory, wfaicbyou have fi^ often i^fuhed, 'wttili ftmi 
cannot prevail' upon yoarfelftO'fcisgk a wordf; wMib^yott 
are fo warm, f6 deltcatev and To paffiipnaite updn ibe m^- 
refts of youtglorjr^ydu who perhaps irtjdy a reputatidn 
which you have never merited; you, who, were you to 
be known fuch ds you are, would bie jcovered with eternal 
fliame ahdcmfMion; you, in^^^ord, of wtjomtbe-moft 
' injurious 
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injiitidtfs^HdHisoorfes only iinpelfofiiy repitftiit^:tfa« fttmt 
wrerctiedftefe, <ariid of wbkh 0dd aldiielkfi6wtt}i ihe exw 
tetii i^'OncaC iGod ! iht^i liufe:> (fakU' fiiii«e¥i'^bav^ruci:;fof. 
foi<theii»fol^cs< when t&a»?M<It,^iMM]iicd sigainit tli^m'tfae 

fcmeii€e«of ife«ireteTttelicoiuite»ntttiohf *'>' :^' ' '■'*' ' * 

Y<)ii^ w^ probably tell iis». tKat you perfefify agrjer to the 
dutves^ wfaicb religion hkeapdn^aynpoKbi, (burlbat ihej^kiw^ 
of lK)m«ir5ha^e pretSiii!dltoT«rr.tfaafeNdr tsdigion ; that^ if 
dtrei>urfeS'i3rndTprooeedi^g8ibfiiaoeitam'>M^^ 
qud(y(Ct|k«itted to, rhtftifai|^3idiflipnoaFand'infeniy, 4n tbd 
eyes of men, n^uft'^neceAimT^fdlldw ; that to forgive t|^ough 
ixiotives offeligion» is:;i|ei9iepAi3e&iaftain oit- cowardice^ 
whicb'uhd i^ofldfniver ]^3rHons,"aid* thatibh this .point, 
hotiottt acfeiK)^Iedges neitUek-iAiedrexfaeptioniior'privilegq* | 

-^ What i¥fb}$>h(^KMft*/itVf bk^^reii, ii^biefait^o bd bought 
bnty^'at the price ofouFtfeids/and of our eternaii&Iokiioii h 
Atfd h^nv/wovthyiof pity;<ifrgodt dbiiercan iave frimigoo* 
tn'mylikn&nK that it^tonrtbaeihtfiadfelaws ol.ddiwarld 
feem td -preVsil :ovtr thbCt/ofi ieligion 7 and tfaatthfe wi&ft 
tfaemrdtvei^. Who execrate Ihfsa^ufe; «re!bqw3everof}opitikm 
Ihat' ife maft b^ fabmmedttqi - Butfl fpeakbeiore'a: Prince; 
Wbd^, :^far i^n the i«^ddl * and filled .with a jliftrmdignai 
tiotiagaSnfta madnefs fo contrary' to thetnaxims^oftlhe gof* 
pe),> as-Wctt^s to the imercAa.t){ the Hate, iliatkitetvaf^ 
bi* fubjoEU'ivJiat istb^ tme^ofiiour, and irhovcin^^foi-ckig 
Griniipad)ann8 from their .bands, , bath marked^' with tlaftiog 
intamy thofe barbarous modes of revenge, to which the 
pUb)i<t ^forbad detached a depiorabk gjory. 
:•''• ' :.! -i . . * / I. . r. \ - i ..; .' * 

- What, my bretbren^'an ahbminableiRaxiiiif mrhich the 
batbartt?r of the firft manners of our>anceilor8 alone* bath 
t;oii(eoraiedv and handed doWa to us,, ffaoald prevfeiil over 

all 



vttks idk A^/!bi^ ! U (botUCh^M HQtotont to Mte yowt 
)mitAtinjot»bX0ih^%htooi^ ^irbjUc it. ^oi^ld bfC30!|Q:<fl 
^bey^ Cod* ^nibiiier pdii«*,:J«idia^^ in th^ 

world ! Glory would lio-lMjger:;then be but dt;i^dn<^s« 
and cowardice bat a noble refpeft for religidn, and ibr 
9tlr maAofw- v%M dread jpaffingiof aec^^atd !:> S&«)i0' y^ur 
Talc>iir fheo'bf likcdding your blood in tlire df&fehcii of foulB 
ifcountty ; : g«^ abd Wavit^idifttiq^C) it; the bead of lottr arJ9;(ie^« 
and ih^ feci: ^^linlbe AifohBff^ tof ymi Adixtf i; efta% 
bliih ryoiir ie|^iita^oEi.by:i»aiopsiMri)^ bf ^beUgf rat&ej 
i(nioii§tbe ineibOFftble piiwittaiofi'iajSngaib^kqrioMS } iach 
isihat valout'i^ wkkkthcifiite'iceqnires.rand Wbith retigton 
^mhorifeiu: S%en!de^aife,gtbcff«i^rtitalra6d perfohalfvetw 
gffan'rei:;^kiidL(tqiO]Mfaeniitti»cliUdt& olhfntktioAM Vi»Iouri 
wbich is often ufed as a cover to aChial cowardice ; as the 
idle-Mkl ^idgar.trfUge. oi : tliofo whot4iffve tio^ing figntf to 
€ibddafiil Abicifiiarafiiti^ i : : as, : it Jbiiced imd an ^elquiveisal 
proof i^touiigev^whiith tfae >i#bTld^tWhefli &oin ,.tt3i :aiUi 
kgainft wfaSeh ^iM hfeafet) jtfeeri ilifxifilta. Bih feom ' iinpuiting 
flndhe -t6i ytoiii !the vorJd iitfelfoWlII.inake it' « ff# <liile M 
iioiiow.t)^.you:t'Tcni'^'Mritt te ftill more exaldsd^invhlrfop?-* 
jfo&eLfkndifigirMill teeitHjoiA equalsvi!hair'nlif}){4t:^d'V|iIduir 
is ti6tbiiig ijut ri^brutaf ftatrr;f;t)M wtfdoln AnA vi^fder^itiOo 
£yer ailbehd" tffi2e:.g1ory ;> that: idHatei^r difliooOttl: liumAltit 
cy cafi:^iifevier fipJioAaur th watap^aai that the :9t)^pe}, wl^tell 
inculciteslaiid-^oininands -fof^ivcneft 
roes thah.tfeie world: itfclf, ^lUuch^fiachea laprtevctegfw/ . « 

% .:... -■,' .; . "■■ .TT ':• • ' ^ '-i.-rr — • 

You will paiha|7s Ay thkihefe .ihaxiAas A^.iMi rfg^d 
yoQ, that you have forgotten all the fubjeSs of complaint 
Whioh ybM bad i^aft your bh>dker» and^ihitafrejOODcKia- 
lion bttbipi^:ad endto the wlfttof (yoUr.ibifonder^si^O^gl 
aadof ycur f|^URTeI. MoMr» ik&f^ ih^ti it is i^tee e(]peci«- 

ally. 



Mly ontbis psnntiban yoriard ^fify deceived j attdi aftet 
liaving- fliewn to yoa the iiijiiftice of our hatreds, it ii mf 
dutjmow 10 prove to you the {alfity of our recouciliations. 

Part II. There is not a precept in (he law wWrfl leaves 
lefs room for dotibt or lor miftake, than that which obli- 
ges us tcr love bur brethren ; and, ncvehheleft, there is non^ 
upon which more illufions and falfe maxima are foundedV 
In eflfeft, there is not almoft a pcrfon who doth not fayi 
that he hath heartily forgiven his brother, and that his con'« 
fcience is perfe£lly tranquil on that head ; and, neverthe* 
lefs, nothing is more rare than fincere forgrvenefs, and 
^lefe is a few inftances ot a reconcilement which changes 
the hearts and which is not merely a falfe appearance of 
renewed amity ; whether it be coniidered in its principle, 
or whether the proceedings and confequences of it be ex- 
,amined« ' 

I fay, in its prmciple ; for, my^ brethren, in order tha:t 
a reconciKatipn be (incere and real, it is neceiTary that it 
fake its fource in charity, arid in a Chrtflian love of out 
brother. Now, human mbtiVes engro{s, in general, ai 
work which can be the work of grace alone. A reconci- 
liation takes. place« in order not to perfift agamft the prcfT- 
ing entreaties ot friends ; iii order to a^'otd a certain dif? 
agreeable eclat, which would heceflariljr follow an open 
hoflility, and which might revert upon ourfelves,. in or- 
der not to exclude ourfelves from certain focieties, from 
which we would be under die neceffity of banifliing our- 
felves were we obftinately to perfift in being irreconcilea- 
t>le to our brother. A reconciliation takes place through 
deference to the great, who exa£k ot us that compliance, 
in order to acquire a reputation for nioderatton and greats 
nefs of foul ; in order to avoid giving tranfafiiohs to the 

public 
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publio whxcb would, n^ cQrrerppnd\w:HH.that idea^.y^l^ich 
we would wifli it to have of us ; in order, at 9ncc, to cut 
fhort the ,coutinual coinpiaiDts and the infultjqg difcourfes 
of an enemy, who knows us perhaps only too well, and 
who has once been ioo deep in.oui: confidence, not to merit 
fome caution 4nd deterence on our part^ and that by a re« 
conciliation, we fhould endeavour to filence. him..., What 
more fliall I. fay ? We are. reconciled perhaps, like Saul, in 
order moxe fecurely.tq ruin our enemy, and to lull his vigi- 
lance and precautions. 

Such are, in general, the motives of thofe reconciliations 
whichevery ,(Jay take place in. the world. Ajid what 1 fay 
here is fo true, that finners, who fliew no fign of piety on 
any other occafion, are however reconciled to their bre- 
thren in daily^ inftanccs ;' and they who cannot prevail 
over themfelves in the eafieft duties of the Chriftian life, 
appear as heroes in the accomplifliment of this one, which, 
-of all others, is the mofl; difficult. Ah ! it is becaufe ttey 
are heroes of vanity and not of charity : it is, that they 
leave that part of the reconciliation which alone is heroical 
and arduous in the fight, 9^ God, viz. an oblivion upon 
the pall injury, and a total revolution of our heart towards 
pur brother ; and they retaiaof it only that part which is 
glorious in the fight ot men, viz. an appearance of mode- 
ration, : and a promptitude towards amity, which the world 
itfelf praifes and admires. 

, But, if the greateft part of reconciliations turn out to 
be falfe when their motives are examined, they are not lefs 
fo, if we confider them in their pfpceedings. Yes, my 
brethren, what meafures and negociations ! What iorrna- 
lities and folicitudes in concluding them ! What attentions, 
10 beftow, and cautions to pbferve ! What intcreft to con- 
ciliate^ 
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cniate.'obSacIestoremoyet and fteps to accomplifli ! TJma 
J^our reconciliatloil is not the work of ctarity, but of the 
lififddm and (kill of your friends ; it is a worldly ifiair ; it 
1$ no! a religious it«p ; it is a treaty happily coiiciuded ; it 
is not a duty of faith fulfilled ; it is the work of man, * but 
it is not the deed of ' God : in a word, it is a peace Wbieh 
Somes from the earth, it is not the peace ot Heaven* - ' 

' For, candidly, have men been able, through their ar- 
rangements and the ingenuity of their meafuiies in recbn« 
ciling you with your brother, to revive that charity which 
was iextinguiflied in your heart ? Have they been able to 
reRore that IreafUre to you which you had loft ? They have 
Aicceeded, indeed, in terminating the fcandal of declared 
ehmityj and in eftablifliing between you and your brotfier 
the outward duties of fociety ; but they have not changed 
your heart,* which God alone can do; they hive not ex- 
tinguilhed that hatred, which grace alone can extinguifh. 
You are therefore reconciled, but you ftill love not your 
, brother; and, inet!e6l, if you fincerely loved him, would 
lo many mediators have been required to refconcile ,you ? 
Love is its own mediator and interpreter. Charity is that 
brief word, which would have laved to your friends ali 
thofe endlefs toils which they have been obliged to Employ 
in order to reclairti you ; it is not fo meafured ; it frankly 
confeffes what it fincerely feets. Now, before giving way, 
you have infifted upon a thoufand conditions ; you have 
difputed every ilep; you have been refolute in not going 
beyond a certain point ; you have exafled that your bro- 
ther (hould make the firft advances • towards* me^i|g you. 
Charity knows nothing of all thele rules ; it hath only 
one, and that is, oblivion upon the injury and to love our 
brother as ourfelf . 
Vol, I. E 3 I gr^nt 
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' I grant that certain prudeiuidmealuresive to be obliR''? 
ved, and that too bafty or ilUtimod adviimages mi^t^oftc^Qi 
be not only unfucpefsfulr but even tbe inf?an» of hArdeniiyt 
your brother ilill more againft yo^• But I fay that i;bari^y 
ought to regulate tbefe meafur^s, and not- vanity ; I fay, 
and I repeat it, that all tfaefe recpncilfattons w^^h ^e with 
fuch difficulty concluded, where both parti^^ are refolutf 
in yielding only to a certain point* and even that with pre* 
cautions fo UriBt and fopreicife ;< where fo D^^ny-escpe^tr 
cnts and fo much myAery are neceflary, siiethe fruits x>f 
fle(hif prudence ; they correal the i^anoirr^, but. tjl^y ^aS^Q 
not tbe heart; they bring the p^ribnst but not the afifec^ 
tions nearer ; they . re->efiablifli civilities, but )eav« ^tbe 
fame fentiments ; in a word, they terminate the fcandi4 oi 
hatred, but not tbe fin. Thus Jefus Ghrift plainly com* 
mands us to go our way and be rec^ncilf d toour brother* 
He fays not to us, do not go top far, left your brewer take 
advantage of it ; be firft convinced that he will meet you 
halfway ; feek not after him, left he confider your pri^eed* 
ing as an apology ibr his complaints^ as ajtacitacknoyledgr 
ment of your blame, and a fentence pronounced againft 
yourfelL Jefus Chrift plainly tells n& : Go thy way. and 
foe reconciled to thy brother. He de^res that the re^ofiqtT 
liation take place through charity alone ; he luppofes, that 
io <:Hrder to love our brother, we baye.no occafioo for me- 
diators, and that our heart ihould be fully capable oi every 
thing required without any foreign interference. 

Such are the Aeps of reconciliations ; thenpe, the mo* 
tives being almoft always human, the proceedii^ faulty, 
their confd^quences can be only vain and of no effefl. I 
fay the confequences ; for, my brethren, in what do the 
far greater part of thofe reconciliations wUch evfry day 

take 
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t&«f ph»i in Ibe wbdtf, terminate P. What is the frait of 
tiJesto^P Whatis'il^ wMch is commonly called a*^reconcina<^ 
fion'wiih'on^en^my? I £brfl explain it to you. * 

« Yda ftjp, intheSirft place^ ibat you are reconciled to 
yodr brother, and that you have heartily forgiven him i 
hut,' iSkAt you have taken your rcfolution to fee-him no 
ilfOre, and irit>jrn henceforth to have no father iiltercOurfii 
wttli him': And upon thitf footing, you live tranquil ;> you^ 
(^licve ttat notbii^^iiloii^js freforibed by the gofpel, and 
that a confeflbr hath no title to demand more. Now I de- 
cbretfaat' you have' not forgiv^ your brotlier, and that 
you'iirefttU, with tefpeA to him, in hatred, in death, tnid 

; • *.f •:.-• ',.■ .1: •• r\ -r:/. ' . : . ::. \' . 1 . . t 

- 'Fort denupid off you r do we dread the fight of thofe w^ 
love ? And, if yocnr mtt&f be Jftow your brother/^ what 
Cfiiil^iie bet fo batfef u) and fo difagt^eabte to you inhi^ 
phreft^hce ? »Ybu fey^titaC you have forgivefn, and thkt yoti 
ierveHim*; but, iifctder to a?Void all accidents, jandthathii 
{irefeiice may not soroufe-viexatioiis ideas,* you iihd it more 
. proper to exchlde yoorfelf fromk.. But what is^thatkind 
crf'^love which thefote prefence of the beloved objefi, ir-- 
ritates againft it; and * ittflames with rfaatred' and wraths 
:Y<ni love hioi ! That is to fay, that perhaps yOu would not 
wiih to injure, or to deftroy him. But that is not enough ? 
religion commands you likewife to love him : for honour, 
indoli^ce, moderation, fear, and want oi opportunity, are 
fufficiest inducements to prevent you from injuring him ; 
but yon mttft be Chrtftian to love him ; and ^hat is pre«' 
cifeiy what yoto are. not* willing to be. 

' Andi candidly, would you that God lov^d ^you, upon 
the condition that he fliovil4 never fee you ? Would you 

be 



be tmBfid wkli his gDodneli* and with hh tm^Y^ wifte 
he forever to baoiQi you tiom bU jureffence ? for you veU • 
know that be will trctt you,. ?s yoii (ball: have ir^^sd your, 
brother. Would you think yourfelf much in favour with 
the prince, were he to foipbid you ever tOr pcefi^i youifelf 
before him ? You conilamly f^y, thal^ amanit in dtfgracei 
wh^n he is no longer permiued toappeaMr/bef<»re|hf imfter i 
apd you pretend to perfuade vs that you k>ye your brother* 
and that no ra&couf rem^sjn yoiK beaut ^gainft hm^ 
while his fol^ prefeoce difpleafes and imtate^ you* 

And what lefs equivocal mark can be-giveo* of 9$ikBU^ 
fity aigainft your brother,, than t\m of hwg unable lo »ti<» 
dure his prefence ? It is the very extieme of hatred and id 
rancour. For many fettled hatreds exift, which yet are 
kept uQder a kind of cbick ; are, as fatr aSipoJBHile,- cdn* 
cealed, stfu^ev^Uc borEowthe ottti«ard femblance of fi!ieiHl<^' 
Aip and of decency ; and though ui;»b)e to reconcile the 
heart to duty, yet have fufficient command ov^. themt 
lelves, to preferve appearances to the world. But your 
hatred is beyond all reftsaint; it knows,neither pindetice, 
caution, nor decency;. and you pjretend to^. petfuade- uf 
that it is now no morel You fiill fliewtbe n^ft videni 
proofs of animolity, and even Aefe you :ivoidd haverua^to 
confider as the iQdnbstable.figos of • a ChriSiaa and finoe» 
loye,: . .• . 

,But, beGdes, are Chrifliaas jaade. to. live e Hraug c J ,. and 
unconneSled with each other ? ii^briftians-^ The! taemben 
oi one body, the, children of the fame Ealber, the cB&t^ 
pies of the fame Mailer, the inheritoi9*o{ the fame ktiig-> 
dcmi, the fiones of the fame building the particles of the 
fame mafs! Chdftians! The participation of one lame 
fpirit, oi one £ime sedemption, of one. lame sightwuf-: 

nefs! 



FORGIVttirESft O^^IHJXJIUES. 4tt 

0d| ! Chilians !- Spnmg from^cne bodm* fw^so^ttitiiik'- 
llle ftme witer, iacorpdrated inithe fame chjarclit irc^eem^ 
cd by one itmfom, are they made to fty each othdr^^ tti make 
a puniihraent of feeing each oCher, and to be unable to 
endure each other ? All religion binds, unites us toge- 
ther; th0 faetaments in whi^b wefjotQ/thepiibUc {^rajren 
aod tbankfgtvings wibichwe fing»: the ceremonies of -thae 
worfhtp-iii which we pride obfffeives»- the afiembly-of be* 
lirwfs ;at which we affift ; aIlthele.extemd»'areonly fym^ 
bols of that ulnion which tit9 tts,tpgetber«' 'All celigion k^ 
feif, is but one holy fociety, a divine. communicat ion oi 
prayers, of facrifices, of works and of welldoings. Eve* 
ry thing' ^oiincfkfl and 4ittite|i us, every thing tends to 
foadiLe. of our brethren and of us^ only •one: family^ one body^ 
CM' heart, and one foul; and you believe- ttet' you love 
yout biiodier, 4nd that yourpreferte, with rerpoElto him, 
allilbesioft fikc^dtiea-bi religion, m'hiie you break t&rough 
ewn thofe df fociety, and thk you cannot endure even 
bk |ireleace ? 

. »l jky^mudi more r How' fliall yob indulge' the fame 
hope writh' him 7 For, by that common h&pe, y0ii are 
eternally to live withhim^ toinake hts hap^nefs your own, 
to<he faqppy with'him, to be;r^ntted[ with hin) in^tbe bo- 
f(mi.of God^ and with him*tovGilg the etemal-pmifes of 
grace. Ah 1 How could 'the hope of being ior €ver united 
wkh him be the fweeteft confohtion of your lik, if it ap- 
pear fo defirableto live in feparation fronxhimi^and' if you 
find even his prefence a punifhment ? Renounce then the 
pfomifeaiaiid all the hopei d£ faith ; Teparateyottrfelf as an 
accnaied fram the communion of believers; lAterdiCk to 
3rourfelf the akar and the dwful myfteries i banifh yourfeff 
froaii;lho;aflembly oi the (holy s no longer come there to 
•ffpc.aip ycuar gifts aiid>ydii& pnyersy fince ill tbefe tdigiJ 
. J oua 



&Bi$ diitiies; fiippolihg yoa iii*ttiiidn wtiK yotfr b^6ifaer; ^e-* 
Mnae derifibns, if you be not To, depofeagaioftyou in thtf 
fice of tke ahars, ami procbim to you to q[uit the bo)/ 
aflemUyas a publican anda finner. .^ > 

Petfaapft alflrmed nt thefe fai^tfuths» you wiH finaHy 
tell us, that you will £l far coni^tier yoorfelf as to fee yoof 
brother^ and to liv^ .on-good vtehns with him ; that yon 
will not be wanting in civilities ; but that, for the ttStt 
you know where to floj^, and that he heed not reckofi 
much spcn yottr frsendflBp; . ^ ' » 

You witt not be wanting in civilities I And that, niy 
dear hear^, you believe is to pardon and to be reconciled 
to your brother, and toJove him as yourfelf? But tiiiit 
eharity*whicfathe gofpel commands is iii the hearty it is 
not a fimple deeoruifa, a vain outfide, an ufd^fs cereitto- 
ny; it iirea) ieeling, and anadive love; itis a'fineeye 
tendernefs, ever ready to manifeR itfelf in aCHoiis. Y^ 
love as a Jew and as a Pharifee, but yott tove not as a 
Ckrifti^ and as a dtlciple/bf Jdus: Cbrift. ' The law of 
charity 4s the iaw of the helort ; 'itregufetes the feelings* 
chfSSiges th0: in^inaCions,^ knd pouits: the ^il of peace' and t>i 
lenity' over the. wot^ids of aa angry aiid wounded wil)^ 
and you turn it jiii6 a iaWsWhotly External, z' pfaarifakal 
and bxp0T§wi hw, whkh regulates only khe outfide» 
which- fettles mif the manners, and is fulfilled by- vain 
appeafi&ce^i •' : . '•'.'•' 

But you are not commanded that you (ball merely re* 

^ fi»m horn iwouoding the ruiies. of courtefy, and that yoa 

Aall pay to your brother ail tho& duties which foctety 

mutually tmpoTes; it is thd #orld which prefcrifai^s'this 

law; thefe are iu rules aadcHfloms. But Jeiiis Chrift 

commands 
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commatidt you ta l^ve btm ; aadi while your he»it i» eT* 
irainged from him, it is of little importance that, you keep 
iip ^be vail) externals of courtefy. You refufe to religion 
the eiTential part ; and the ooiy difference betwixt ydu aifd 
thofe finoers who perfift in not feeing their brethren ist 
l)|at you know how to conftraio yoiurfelf for the world, 
and you know not bow to thwart yourfelf for. falvation. 

: And furiely» my brethren, if men were united together 
^ the fole.tiqs,of fociety/ thety no. doubt would diidbargo 
their duty, by keeping up all the ex^mals of poIitene&« . 
and by ni^intaining that mutual commerce of cares, atten- 
tJQXkSf, aQd courteGoi, which conftitut^, as it were, the 
»vhole. hai^nony of (he body politic. But .we are united 
to gether by the facred and clofe ties of faith, of hope, of 
charity, and of religion* In the midft of. the world we 
forflia fociety wholly internal and holy, pf .which cli^Hty 
18. the invifible bond, an4 altogether di&infi frcMn that civjA 
(ociety wluch legiflators have eilabliflied. Confequently, 
\»y iulfiUiog with regard to your i^retbren the externa} cour^ 
lefies, you fatisfy the claims which civil fociety l^t^ upo« 
you, but you dp not fulfil t^fe of religion ; you diilurb 
Qpt the political order, but you overturn (he order of cbaii- 
ty ; you are a peaceable citizen^ but you are not a citizea 
of heavep ; you are a man of the age^ but you are npt ^ n&an 
of the agetp come ; the world may acquit you, ai^d denaaii.4 
po more, but wJMi you do is a blank io the fight of God» be« 
caufe you are not in charity ; and your ^condeimiittion :ii 
certain. Come and tell us after this, that you will not be 
wanting in decorum, and that .religion exaQs no more of 
us« It exaQs then only diflimulations, outfides, and vai% 
apfiearances ? It exaQs then nothing tr.ue, nothing real^ 
piothir^ which changes the heart? And the great precept 
of charity,, which alone gives reality to all oui: works, 

would 
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would too loDgier. then be'lntt a bifk pretence and a faia 
Jiypbcrify ? 

And truft not folely to us on this point ; confult the pub* 
lie itfelf. See if^ in fpite oi all the appearances which 
you flill ke^ up with your brother, it he not an efiabUihed 
opinion in the world that you love him not: and i{ the 
world do not a£l in confequence of that perfuafion. See 
if your creatures, if all who approach and who are atuched 
to you,' do not affed to keep at a diftance from your brother. 
See it all thofe who hate him, or who are in int^refis oppofite 
to his, do not court your friendihip aod form dofer ties 
with you, and if all thofe who are inimical to your brocher 
do not profefs themfelves your friends* . See if thofe "v^o 
have favours to expe3 from you do not begin by forfaking 
bim, and it they do not think that in fo doing they arc pay- 
ing court to you. You fee that the world knows you bet- 
ter than you know yourfelf ; that it is not mifiakenin your 
real fentiments ; and that, in fpite of thefe vain fhevs to- 
wards your brother, you are aflually in hatred and in death, 
tad that in this refpeft the world itfelf is of our opinion ; 
that world, which, on every other occafion, we have con« 
flantly to combat. 

Behold in what terminate the greateft part of the recon* 
eiliations which are every day made in the world. Thqr 
once more fee each other, but they arc not reunited ; they 
jn^omife a mutual friendihip, but it is never given ; their 
perlons meet, but their hearts are always eftranged ; and 
I had reafon to fay, that the hatreds, are unchangeable, and 
that almoft all the reconciliations are mere pretences; 
that the injury may be forgiven, but that the offi^der is 
never loved ; that they may ceafe to treat their brother as 
an enemy, but that diey never regard him as ^ brother. 

And, 
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-And^' ffthM^miat takes {Aace eWfy &iy b$f ai^e bur ejrsst 
{a rfitffvwid art to b^ {den pdblic cbantQei^, faiikiKcs p£ 
«li{tfti^u»Hatt»es, wbo iliH preTervewitfaea^bodiier certain 
inMlare^ itf deisto^y^ ndikfa^ thejr cannot indeed break 
through without fcandal, yet, nevcrthelefs, live in different 
luidrefe, hi 'public and ivdsv^ed fentimenis "of ^nvyP of 
jeaIo|i}fy» asid ^^f ^lutttftl ^lo^dfity ; tbfwM^t and do everjf 
Ihing ii^'Cbeii' {>o\««r- to mn eaeli other^ vkw tach oth^f 
H!i^h:ibe moSt ia^U^ ey^i and make all their creatures 
]^nl^ns 'te th«ii< ttfeniments and av^rfion^'; divide the 
kff^jfrlii 4d is^tift, ind tb^ciiy ; iittefefiihe public in -their 
({uan^}^ and ^abliih^n t&e world the optnioh and the fcan« 
dart)i^ ihdy^bat^' ^eh odiW ; that tbejr WQuidmutaal}^ 
ift^rcif each ethirr i- that they HiH, it'i« frue/keep^up ap^ 
j^elirant^es,;^ 'but that, at bottom, their intefc^s and ^ffee- 
liolii atv se¥€# eftranged. Yet, tiotwkhftattding all this, 
etie& ^ny Kt05 in^ a reptttatiob'of piety, and of the prac* 
ti<?eof good- works ^ they have diftinguiiOied and highly 
efleemed confeflbrs; in mutually difcharglngto^ach othc» 
certain duties, yet living otherwife in a public and avowed 
bo^lkilkj^r they irequent theiacraments; they ^re continually 
itjt'the it)terooarfe of holy diings, tKey coolly approach the 
altar, they frequently and without feraple prefent them* 
fldv6S at ifae penttentt^ tiibpnal^ whete^ far from conkl-* 
fing their hatred before the Lord^ and weeping over the 
foatidal with wfaicb it afflifis the people, they malt^ frefh 
^omptaimsagainft their enemy ; they accufe -him, in place 
of accnlifig themfelves ; they make a boaft of : the vain ex-^ 
cernai duties which theypy ta him, and alledge them as 
itia]4c« of khe heart |iot i>eiiif rancorous : What Siall I iky ?! 
And the very minifters of penitence, who ihould have 
been the judges of our hatred, frequently become its apolo- 
gias, adopt a party with the public, enter into all the ani- 
mofity and prejudices of] thfir penitents, pfoclaim lfae^ juf^ 

' Vol* I. F 3 . ^ tice 



lice of their quarrel, and'airdie^caQfediat theaptty tcm* 
Jiy defttnedio firike at the rpot of tbe ev^U aftTwerr aO 
olhcr purpi^e than that of decoratk^ it with t\m 9pp^9h 
ances of godtineft, and of rendccing it mote iitcucable. . 

... . ■ .« . •» .' 

Great God ! Thou alone canft cIoTe the wonat}^ wbi<& a 
proud feafibility hath made in my: heart* . by aoorjlhilig ua- 
ftafoaaUe and iniquicoOs |iatf eds which have com^j^d it 
id thy fight. Enable me to f oiget fleeting and momeiitilijf 
injuries* in order that thou may forget the crimes of wf 
whole life. Is it for me, O my God ! to be fo fetiiisg and 
fo inexorable to the Highteft infuks» I who have fUcb ne»» 
cef&ty for thy mercy and indulgence ? Are the injuries' oi 
which! cpmplain to be Compared wkh thof^ with which I 
have a thoufand times difhonour^ thy fupreme grandeur ? 
Muft the worm of the earth be irritaited and inflamed a& Ibq 
fmalleft marks of difdain, while thy fovereign majefty hath 
fb long* and with fo much goodne£i» endured his rebellidna 
and his o&nces ? 

Who am If to be fo keen upon the interefts of my gloiy ; 
I who dare not in thy preience caft mine eyes upon my 
fecret ignominy ; I who would de&rve to be tbe reproach: 
of men, and the outcaft of my people ; I who have nothing 
praife*worthy, according even to the -world, but the good 
fortune of having, concealed from it my infamicfa; and my 
weaknefles ;, I to whom the moft bitiilg reproaches would 
fiill be too' gc^ntle, and would treat me with too much m^ 
dulgence; I, in a word,. who have no falvatioki now to 
bc^e, if thou forget not thine own glory, which I have fo 
often infuked? 

But no, gteatGodI thy gloiy is in pardoning the finBer* 
and mine &aU be in forgiviiig qq/ brother* Accept, O 

. .Lord. 
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^Ldrdy iftb facrifice which I make to thee of my r^^ftnt. 
ments. Eftimate not its value by the puerility and the 
flightneflrof the injuries which I forget, but by ^hat pride 
which had magnified them» and had rendered me fo feeling 
to them. And, feeing thou haft promifed to forgive us 
'our trefpafle^ whenever we (hall have forgiven the trefpaf- 
fes of our brethren, fuIfiU O Lord« thy promifes. It h 
in this hope that I prefunpie to reckon upon thine etemat 
merc]e(« 



SERMON 






SERMON XVii 

r/r£ WOMAN WHO WAS A SWN^R. 



Luke vii, 37. 

^f»^ ttkdfd a woman in the ciiy^ which wmt ajinntr^ when 
jkt knetd. that Jtfus fat at meat in the Pharifet^s kauji^ 
brought an tUdba^er^box ofoiKtment, andfiood at his 
feet behind him weepings and began to wqfh his feet with 
iears^ and did wipe them with the hairs of her head^ and 
kiffed his feet ^ and anointed them with the ointment* 

JF ROM fuch abundant (ears, fo fincere a c6nfufion» and 
a proceeding fo humiliating and uncommon, itmayeafily^ 
be comprehended how great muft once have been the inflti- 
ence of the paffions over the heart of thb finner, and what 
grace now operateth within her« Paleftine h^ longbe-" 
held her as the (hame ahd the reproach of the citjr ; the 
fharifee's houlehold views her to-day as the glory of gracc» 
and a model of penitence : What a change, and what a 
fpefiacle I 

This foul, fettered, but a moment ago, with the moft 
Ihameful and the moft indiflbluble chains, finds nothing 
now capable of flopping her ; and, without hefitation, Are 
fties to feek, at the feet of Jefus Chrift, her falvation and 
deliverance : this foul hitherto plunged in the fenfes, and 

living 
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^viflgtoiaUy f<yr volu^fu^ufiie&r iH; a 0|«aReiit'|i|tfific$$ 
Ijieir liy«lieft charios^ aii4 ihek iesff^ del : this fouU liA^ 
ly, impatient till then oi every.^oke» s(q4 wbpfebemlMA 
never acknowledged other rule than the caprice of it& in* 
itUaatjons^ comi|ieiicf«-)i0r peniloncQbjr iheniilft buMili- 
ating proceedings, and thd m0tt melancholy (nbjefiiaoik 
H^w admirable, O my Ood^ sire the works of thy ^faee I 
And how near to its cute is jtbe ikioft hqpele& wrecchednjsftv 
mhfiB [Once it becoflses' ibe obje& of tUneinfinile merpiel | 
9»d hoi^r fapjd and fliortenedare the way»by which thM 
icondufleft thy cbofen'I 

Biftt wiiedce cQ«ie9 k^imy bi^hreo^' . thiat ftich gmhd'€z#> 
Wtpli^s. make, fo trtfliiig^sui im^ffioii vpan ^ ? ItG^ br« 
iMTcjudicei), 'apparently the saoft of^fite.to eadi other; yet^ 
neverth^lef$« whic^hfffoceedfrem;tk»jrataie pimciple, «id 
lead to th« ft»e esror. . : 

The firftisi that we figune *a ouffeh^r thit x^nverfion 
jq( the heart rrequir^d by .God aacberely a teffaUoni of ^i><^ 
ibie. ab0iiiping from cfHrt»a exi^fpve irregularities, which 
einen d«cent:y itfelf boldft <om aft impvoper. And as we ait 
afe laft brougfat: to that, either!^ age> xiew fituations, or 
«eVA •qu'r own ioslioMioflis wUcb time lalone ha^ cbao^ed, 
tKenev^r^hinkdfgoipg&r^her-; wel>eli/sve^d»attailis torn- 
pteted, and we ifft^ to the hifiiiry< of the molli affe£ting~ 
coavcrfionSf held ontioius by the diurch, as to ieflbns^ 
^hich'np longer, lin any ^^e» regard us. 

The fecond goes to another extreme : we repreleotChri^ 
tian penitence to ourfelves, as a horrible (ituation, and the 
^i^ir- ctf -human weaknefs; a ilate without comfort or 
eonfidation, and atlehded by a thou&nd duties, every one 
more dfff«r(Ung than a«)t}ier to the heart ; and repulfed, 

through 
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tbroofh tbe error of that gidony image; Ae example' d » ^ 
cliange find us little difpoled to be afieAed, b^caufe th<^ 
always find us difcouiaged. 

Now, the converfion of ovtr finber confutes thefe twa 
pnejudi^es fo dangerons for falvation. ifily^ Her penN 
tence not only terminates her errors, it likewife expiates • 
and makes reparation for them^ a^/y. Her penitence be- . 
gins, h is true, her tears and her forrow ; but it is likewife 
the commencement to bet of new pleafures. Whatever 
Ihe had defpoiled Jefas Chrift of in her errors, (he reftores 
to him in her penitence; behold their reparation! but 
with Jefas' Chrift (be finds,' in ^her penitence, that peace 
and Aofe comforu which (he had never experienced in ber 
em»rs: behold their conlblations ! The reparations, and 
Ae confolations of her penitence, are the whole hiftory of 
her converfion, and the fubjefi of this difcourfe. 

Pakt I. The oiEpe ot penitence, fays St. ' Auguiftin, 
is that of eitabHlhing order wherever (in. .hath introduced 
corruption. It is falfe, it it be not nniverfai ; for order 
foleiy refults from a perfefi: fubordination of all de(ires and 
emotions which fpring up in our hearts ; e'fery thing inuft 
be in its place, in order thai that divine harmony, which 
(in had dtfturbed, may be refiored ; and, while the fmal- 
left particular there remains (kianged, in vain do ybn la-, 
bour to r^air the reft ; you onlyrear up an ediifice, whicK, 
heing' improperly arranged, is continually giving way 'in 
fome of its parts, and confufioii and diforder prevail throuj^ 
khc whole. 

NoWr bebdd the important infiniAion held out to us m 
ihe converfion of this finner 1 Her (in comfMifed feveral 
diforders : ^fyr An iiii^oitotts «fe qt her faeartt itindt 

had 
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had never becataken up but wkh creatures ::s»%, A c;rimt^ 
jpal abufe of all natural gifts, which ihe had made tjie inflru**' 
inents of her paffions: 3^/y, A Ihameful abafi^^ptt oi her 
fenfes, which ihe had always made to contribute to her vo* 
luptupufuefs and ignominy ; JLaJHy^ An univerfal fc^adal 
in the notoriety of her enrors* Hei; penitence makes repa* 
ration for all thefe diforders : all, confequently are iotffv^ 
en ; for nothing is negle3ed in the repentance* 

' . . t i ■ . . ' ' • . ■ • t 

. Ihy^tftly^ All iniquitous upe of herh|eart» : Yes^ my 
brethren, every loye. whjph has for its objefl. only the 
creature, degrades our heart: it is. a diforder, to love icMC 
itfelf Uiat which c^n neither be our happtnefs nor 9iir pf^^ 
fe£lion, nor, confequently our eafe. For, to love, is .to. 
feek our felicity in that which we love;, it .is tl^ hope^ot 
finding in the obje£l, beloved, whatever is wanting to tfof 
heart ; it is the calling; it in aid againft that Qiocking voi^ 
which we feel within oftrfeives, in the confiflence that thejr 
fliaU be able to fill it : to love, is to look upon the o\q^& 
beloved as^ our refpurce againft all our vrants, the cure o^ 
all our evils, and the author of all our good. Now, as it 
js in God alone that we can find all thefe advantages, it i$ 
a diforder, and a deba(ement of the heart* to feek for them 
in a vile creature* . , • . , 

And, at bottpm, we feel C^nfibly ourfelyes the injuftice of 
(hat love : however paffionate it be, we quickly difcoveir in 
the creatures^ which infpire it, weaknefiefs and defe£ls 
irhich render them unworthy of it : we foon find them o\it 
tobeuqufl, fiuicihil,falfe,. vain, and inconftant : the deeper 
we examine them, the more we fay to ourfelves, that oar 
heart. Imsl been deceived, and that this is not the obje£b 
which it fought. Our reafon inwardly blu(hes at the 
V^knef). of omr paffion ^ .w« no longer fubmit. to our 
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<ibuit; Buft irith pain ; oar paffibh becomes 6\xr burden 
and onr puniflhnent. But piimflied, witbout b^ing ix'nde* 
ieeived m bur error, we fee, in a chahge^^a remedy fat 
huT miftake: we wander ham objeft to objed, and if 
fome one at lail chance to fix us, it is not that we Wiktis. 
fied with our choice, it is that we are tired of our ihcon- 
ftancy* 

Our finner had wandered in tbefe ways : iniquitous 
loVes had been the caufe of adl her ihisfortanes, and of ^sdi 
her crimes ; and, bom to love God alone, be albne it was 
whom ffae^ad never loved; *Bnt fcarc^ly hath ffae'knbwn 
Um, fays thegofpel, wfaeii, blufliing at the meanneft c^ 
ber former paffions; flie no longer acknowledges, ' btit him 
idone, to be worthy of her heart: all in the creatufe ap- 
pears to her empty, falfe and dilgufting : far from' finding 
tfiofe charms, froim which her heart had foriiierly with 
fuch difficulty defended itfetf, Oie no longer fees in them, 
but their frivolity, their darnger, and their vanity. The 
Lord alone, in her figlit, appears good, real, faithful, con- 
ftant to his pfomifes, magnificent in^is gifts, true in his 
affe£lion, indulgent even in his anger, alone fufEciehtty 
great to fill the whole immenfity ofour heart; alone fuffi-' 
ciently powerful to fatisfy all its defires ; -alone fufficiently 
generous to foften all its diftrefles ; alone immortal, and 
who (hall for ever be loved : lafily, to love whom, canbe 
followed by the fole repentance of having IbVed him tod 
late: ' 

i 

It is love therefore, ifny brethren, which makes true pe-' 
nitents : For penitence is only a changing of the heart;* 
and the heart does not change, but in changing ks Idve :- 
penitence is only the re-efiablilhmenf of order in 'man ; 
and man is only ia order wh«n he loves the Lord, for' 

whom 
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Vton he is made : penitence it oniy a recoAcHii^Qn wkh 
Cod ; iind your reconciliation is fi^tttidtts^if you do not »• 
Jlore to him your heart : in a word, peniCehceobtains the ce* 
iniffion of fins, and fins are remitted ^mly jtn pr^^prtion t» 
our love^ . , ' , 

^ Tell us no m6Te then; my brethren^ when we hold out 
tfaefe grand examples for your imitation/ that you do not 
feel yourfelves born for deybtioo, and. that your, heart is of 
fuch a nature, that every thing which is denominated pie- 
ty IS difagreeaWe to it. Whatl My dear hearer, your 
heart is potmadefor loving its-God ? Your heart is not roada 
for the Creator who hath given it to you ? What ! You 
are born t^n for vanity and wifehood ? Your heart, fo grand 
fo exalted; and which nothing here below can iatisfy, hat 
•been bellowed on you, fokly for pieafures which weary 
you; creatures which deceive you; honours which em- 
barrafs y<Hi ; a world which tires, or difgufis, you ? God 
alone, for whom you are made, and ,who hath made yoa 
ivhat you are, (hould find nothing for himfdlf in the prin-f 
ciple of your being? Ah! You ace.unjuft towairds your 
own heart: You know not youridf, and you take your 
corruption for yourfell. And in ef{e£t, if not born fo«. 
virtue, what then is the melancholy jaiyftery of your lot i 
For what are you born ? What chimera then are you 
among men i You are born then only for remorfj?, and 
gloomy care? the author, of your being, hath drawn yot& 
irom non^entity, only to render you miferable ?. You ar« 
gifted then with a heart only to purfue an happinefs, wjiicb' 
either is vifionary, or which Sies from you, and to.be i| 
continual burden to yourfelt ? 

: Oman! open. here thine eyes; fathom to the bottoi^ 

|he ^eftiny ot thy heart, and thou wilt acknowl<^dge that 
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chefe tuirbiiteiil ftiSpnh i^bi^b ^ ^e, i|^. {9c|)stfp«ii^ 
sweat to yift^et am fei^i^ io tfay ^^^f^j jL)iat fuci^ ^f 
mt tbe natunl ftafe^ 0^ Iby b^^^ft ; ihH t^ ^ujt^or pf f^^ 
ture aod of gmcebid insA^w^d ^9 %h^ 9 ^l»arc Aiblimf 
k>t ; that theu wert born for order, tor rightcoufijgft, ^4 
for iiinocencc ; that thou haft corrupted an happy nature, 
hf tomingh towards infquttouft paflii^n» i; iin4 th^ {f not 
^•rn for viftitf , ^ine kaow jqoI ^haf tbOl} i^?^« af^^hpu |ft 
ceneft incomf refaenfiUe la iby&ift 

But you are miftafcen; whGti yim Go^UMt |t Ipclin^t 
Itoiis iacen^ible with pi^t^r; tbof^ m^m^ (ffQf^}Wi^ 
lovrards ptefuce .wlucb jve bom jMrUb yDUt ¥rQm ibf 
inftaat that grace fiiall havie ian&ified them. tb$f mil bfi» 
tome difpafkions falvoufabk for hlv^iotty The toai:«?yoi| 
^e animated in the {nirfuit of tii^ yorld And its falfie ple^ 
ihres; 4he iMre cag^r Jha|ll your Ua lor the iiord* an^ lof 
irue richef ; th^ moare yoiihave be^n tound lender ani 
feeling by creatures, the eaiOer ihall he 'the accefs of gract 
fe> your heart : in pix^qrtion as your nature k haughty^ 
proud, and afpiring, tbe more fliall you f<^y.e the Lord* 
witbput fear^ wttfaoui difgnife, without raeannefe : the 
more your character, nour appears eafy, light, and incon^ 
ftant, the.n^fier it \|ri<U be for you to detach yourfelf from 
your crimioal auacbments, and to return to your God. 
Lailly, your paiBoniitbeinfelves, if ImayVventucetq^afc 
jn this mantter, w^U ikeicome the means ot £acilitadag youjr 
penitence, r Whatever bfid faef n the pcca^Hpn of your def* 
trufiion, you will fender it conducive towards your (alxra^^ 
tion ; you vtiW fee and acknowledge, tl\at to hasre received 
a tender, faithful, and generous heart, ia to faay^iheed 
born for piety, and that a heart which creatures have been 
able to touch,- hoUi <mk gr«at and iavourable diijpofitftni 
ii)war4sig»<<e. •i-'- ''*■•';' 
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iP^ihitfe trhaitieiiiikiis id Ui bf tUd tiifi^ry df tj|»> jMl, 
Uii yoii ^rll ft^ tMt iilibie Whti fiivlf ait the i(ft.SeeR (bn^ 
j^d aWay h^ tnid paflTidht, #til4 Mref il b^irti with every tm^ 
i^nt caltiil^tefdlt^rtfae W6rM» Witfe ibfc Wttfttieft ptbpra& 
li^s tdwatdis pli?dluf@s^ ^nd tUfr Mdll ^ppofill* iotfory 
ibiti^ >it)u&, 1ia<<^e B^te thiHef iS* wl^tt 'gmct Inth opehlcd 
):)))e frioft Wond^i'ut^Unlev Audi Wfifatitttimbdonii^tfae 
Itnnef^ bf bur goTptflr th£ Aikgilftilr^, tiid {^eUi§icis% the 
i^abidle^'; thbf€i^ W^Htily itiid dIffifiMed iTcnili/foobaanrt^ 
ahd f ootM ih tli^r d^t>atii:lief ili^, >Md: fo fliaRittrkatty. dp. 
ipofite, it Vdiiid Ri^, XdJ^kty.; Wbftt }»ir»gfttri l»v€tli^ 

^penriti^, Bslvfl'/^iltii^&yi (AUyp^lMkhit^ay tortheh* 
pehiience. lliie fi^ "Ibil #fi[i^ imiirlihts aflH ^rcAtueift 

when it pleafes the Lord to change the hearts My 'God 'K 
Thou haft made us all for thee, and in the incomprehenS* 
hk arrihg^ii^^ht^ thy IV^tideil^e^ ittihi Ih^ ntbrcji^to. 
i^ards Vhiii, ^Veft b^r^w^kneflcs tberto^ todd»fe:e towarfb ' 
''6n)r Ikn^Kfiicaltdn; It fe thufc, ilmpwr: fiimer itadh rep*- 
fMibfa for tl*6 im<|4iibdS Ufe <ft lo^ f 

Ba, fi«!/y; %he I6v6 \^M^1lHit< fia«: for Jefife ebfift 
^s hdibni d! tb6(% i^fh i&d^(il<felbt]ftlfiM^ wKdi 

lftt*6 ditbef i\fk hattil-at i^mdtk>ff» -i^fialiie^ly HfieOed^hewt 
t)^an fai impr^ffi^hi bf gdit^ JK»d >faidv netvsr ^rariue^ 
any thihg tii u^v fiiH^^ ii&ail tbst dE ^^ird^ng nil htisSdt 
with ourfelves, and perfuading us that our heart is chang- 
« i \hk ratiflfifeiS, iM lU^ Ihe fp^n^^ jftove the r«ity 
t)t ibvi. ■ -"^ • ^'' •> - ■ 



Thulfe, tilt ftedM iiferdW Ijfhir f«« taving beefi tfte 
fci-Jminil and kHnoft uftiVermi dbttfe of »rfJ «reaturcs j the 
fetbhd Y«^aitt!6if bf b^ pt^itittce^ is: the: ri|ciibitiiy ab>^ 
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• from iriHlfofe tUiygs^^wi^cjbtfteJuul ^^iMi&d'iiilier 
«Krors. Hc^bair, berf^trfujoest tbjs gifu,qf;bojd}7 ao4pi; 
mture, htdbeen^ tbe inftriimie&ts ojT.ber.ple^fuFes^yfor 
i^ igQorant.-of ihe &{e to wl^ch a d^ppjlorabk paffioA 
r apply -theiii; tfa^i » thefirftftepof- I^f; penitence: t^^ 
'perfumes diBt abai^Mc^v and even,confecrated to a bolf 
'jninsAiy; her hatr u jie|^f;3ed, and oo }Qx^cr feryes but 
to; wipe ibe.fiM tif. bet* deliverer ; bea^yi aod cyery aW 
Itadonto the'body, «ne.nf^k£ted, and her ey^ are bliod^ 
€d* widi tears; Stt^b.4«e, ihe $rft faicirificef 43f hei; love,: 
ihe 19 jiol contented^ .14^1^ ;giviii|r. up Gores yifibly criminal, 
ihe evjcft facrifices^ fucb $» migbt. baye b^^ lopked ugon as 
innocent, and thinks, that the pt>0|>ereft way pf punifliing 
theabufe flie had hxmfirly made of tbeai, ]«^ by dejurivixig 
herfdf of the itbekty 0ie nughl ftiJl have: had jof •eipp]oyr> 
. ing.them. • -i -^ :• •- •• : ^^ ^ . 

& ttto&y by b«rbg^<Hice abir&d.thcnit the finder lofes 
4he 8^|iit he had over Ahem ; what isperinitted tQ anriaiio»' 
•ceM fool, isBO kmger ib^tohiia who has been fo ii^* 
happy as to deviate from ihe right path : Sin renflers us, 
as it were, anathematiled to all creitturet around us,. and 
whicb thii^ Lord Hadde^n^ to.our uTe, Thns,., there, are 
TttksfforaB uhEnibKil tout,: net o^ide.for pther men : be / 
tio lonfer fifi^ys, as J jviayf^siy, the common j-jgbt, and 
he moft no more judg<<rf his duties by the geneiral naaadms^-. 
Iiut by tfae|p«rlfia»tiex6epltoQS>rWhichvCono»-a him; . 



Kow, upon, this principle, you are comimially demand* 
ing of U&, if the ufe of* fuch and fuch an artifice in drefir 
be a crime ? If fuch and fuch public pleafures be forbid- 
den ? I meannotkeO'eTl^di^ide lor others f but la&^-you 
who maintain th^'johpceney^ whether .you have r\ev€f 
made a bad ufe of them? Have you nev^r made ihefe 
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^tafes of t^ei^ody;; there amufementS) and thefe arti&e^Bs 
inftranxental towards iniquitous paffipns? Have you never * 
employ ed them in corrupting bearts> or in noariibing the 
corruption of your own ? What ! Your entire life ha$ per- 
haps been one continued and deplorable chain of pafBokt ' 
and evils, ; you have abufed every thing "around yoUj add 
have made them inftrumental to your irregular appetites ; - 
you have called them all in aid, to-thai unfortunate tea** 
d,ency of your heart ; your intentions have even exceeded 
your evil ; yom eye hath never been fingle and you wbidd 
.willingly, never have had that of oth^s to have heen fo 
lAriih regard to you ; all your cares for your perfon, have ': 
been crimes. ; and when there is' queftioh of returning to 
your God» and of making reparation for a.whole life 6t 
corruption and debauchery, you pretend to difpu^ewitfal 
him for vanities, of which you have always made fo infa-*' 
pious an ufe ? You pretend to maintain the ihnocency of 
a thoufand abufes, which, though permitted to the reft of 
men, would be forbidden to you ? You enter into contef^ :' 
tation, when it k intended to rellri£l you from the crimiw 
nal pomps of the world : You to whom the mofi innocent; ' 
if fuch there be, are forbidden in future, an3 whofe only 
4refs pught henceforth to be fackcloth and afhes ? Can yoti 
ilill pretend to juftjfy cares, which are your inward fhamc; 
and which have fo often covered yoo with confufion at the 
feet of the facr€d tribunal ? And fiiould fo much contef- 
tation and fo mai;iy explanations be requiied, where your " 
own fhame alone fliould amply fuffice ? 

Bolides, the holy fadnefs of piety no longer looks lip- 
on, but with horror, that which has once been a ftumb. 
ling-block to us. The contrite foul examines not whether' 
he may innocently indulge in it; it fiif&ces for him to 
know^tbat it hasa thoufand ; times been tjje rock npoi^ 
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^Hxcii lie iii Uin ins inh6e«hce ^lif/ tlThrft^c^ to 
leeii lh{{rufn^nt2(l iti lelcting hM to fii^ dVils, teediiiei 
iqualiy bciious ifi His fi^ht. zi M gvils tfefeffiftlVcJ ; ^teu 
ever has bfc^n affixing tb his paffiohs; fig eqtialiy d^teftjf IB the 
pailibns iHeihfelVes ; ^tiat^v^i-, iii a Wdrd, B3s hieif -fifti 
vbiirifcle lb his cfimfes, becomes tnihinarl in ' Bii fcyflE 
SBomI^ it even happen that W& frii^bt be difpbfe'd to aceorcl * 
U to fiis weakhefSy ah f hi^ ieal, hi^ ebrnpuhSrohi i^6ul(l 
feje£{ the indulgence, ah^ wduld addpt th^ ihtt^i^elb i( 
God's righteoiifriels ifgaihff iii^n ; He tbtild not ^re^^ail 
iipbn bimfelf to permit abbfi^i, i^hicli woUtSbe tfiil'^fiideiiil 
pf recalling tb bini bis paft l^lbrdi&rs ; Be Would kl^yi 
entertain a dread that tlie Jfaihe manned oi i€i\iigmi^hii(^ 
cd the faqiedirpbtitibns, an^thit, ing^otk^'hyUiit'Tim^ 
cares, his heart' would find itftlf tfa^ I'am^; 'pe !bfe linagifc 
9Jf his pafi in^delities ^ifttirbs and 41arki$ llltti ;' and/ m 
from bearing abbtil with niin their fad remains, 'he Would 
wifh to have it in his pbwfer to rcfmpve e^fen frotn the fj^ots; 
and to tear himfeli^ from the bccupatibiis» Wbicb reneifr 
their remembrance. And, furcly, wha£ kih^ bfa "p^nii 
ience muft that be, wbicB Sitl pei-i&its us tb love all thofb 
things which have been tlie bccafibn of our gre^teil crimes t 
And, while yet dipping ffbiri a ihij^wreck, tkh Wfcidd 
Jlrcnuouiiy iform the refblutioh of for ev^l- ^iiArdif^ 
Aofe icocks upon which ive, had (b lately fplit f 

Liftiy, true penitence capCbs iisr io fihSl ^^€if iftetA 
matter of a thoufand invmble facriJices. It db^^ ilbt b6tt^. 
fioie itfelf to certain eflential privations ; eyery thing which 
flatt^s the paflions, eveiy thing which riburiflifti th6 life 
pf the fenfes, every fupertluity which tends fbiety id thi 
|rr,atification of felf-love, all thefe become' th^ fubjeift ot 
its facrifices : and, like i marp and grievous fWbifld, U bviS- 
ly where makes (^ivilibhs and reparations |>ala{tll tb ^vfe 
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t^ degree ?ipprp?iched I90 wear ff^ ^^ MfTOprtWRf WT 
prqpeaikipf, Thp grape ftf (Boppufiftipii ^ pq^ce le^ 
(Im? conitiif iaul to tbi$ pptJ^ ; it refi4s» t?«> ii|geflipii» m 
pumfluag himre)f, aiid ^n^ng^ ififN^t^rs fp wel|, tfos^ eypV 
ibing fery^s in expiat jon of bis <;riqiei ; ^bik» <Iu(ie^» focial 
int£rcpurfe« bo^our^i profperit]^, gnd .tlaij^ p^ref ^i^eod^ 
upon his ftation, beeoine oppprtttoifie^ pf p^ayipg bis lof « 
rit ; and that jKven hi$ pkarjiirei,ibrQi»gb the fCirp»)ni^$^<W 
and faith with which they are accompanied, become praife* 
Korthy and virUioii« afitjoDS. 

B^Id the diyioi; fciciret.of penitence] A$ ilpiSpiat^f 
fkCTc below tQwarda the criaiinal Cou), (ayf^T^rtuUion, as tbf 
juAIce of Godt aqd as the juftice of <^ fihuH fitm.A»f 
puoiih guilt by the eternal privation of all creaturiea v^bicb' 
ifae fianer hath abu&d, penitence aaticipate$ tbu ^^h^ 
judgment ; it every iivbere iaipof(^s m hkU ^he taoft ^Ofr 
bus privations; and if the miferable .condition of immm 
life lender the ufe of prefeni f btngs ftiil reqnifite* j| pm^ 
f\oy^ them much lefs to flatter than to puoiib tb^ fpflkilt 
by the fober and aultere manner in which it applies tb^i9. ' 

¥ou have only to catcuJate ibesetif^on tbe ixxah of yput 
penitence. In vain do you ^(kearl^have left off tbe bru- 
tal gratification of the paffi0n3» if Ihe fenae P9<np 994 
fplendour are re^uifite towards iati^yJAg^bat natuiial iur 
aKnation^ Yfhkh c;ourts diftinfiUon through a-v^n mAgpifir 
^ence.; the fam^ pro&iJiQUs, in confequeuce qf AOt baying 
the courageto deprive felf-Ioy«.of accuftocnedfuperflliiit^^ 
the fame pl^fur^s of the .wbiid, in confequence ^f ber 
ang unable to do without ^t ; the ^ fame advantages 4»o :ti» 
part of fortune, in confequence oi thefionttaualdelGrejQf 
jtifin^ fi^penor lo ojtshex^: in g^yiiitd, 'A yQU4^jif4Xt}f^kh 
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solMng, you exdode fourfelf from nothing ; e^rm^imU 
ting that ill thofe attachments which you ftill pjricfer ve fliouU 
IM be abfolute crimes, your heart i$ not penitent; you^ 
s^aoher^ are appareatty diiFereat» but all your paflions ar^ 
AiU the fame; you are apparently changed, but you are not 
conrated* How rare, my brethren, are trui? peaite.nts !' 
How coimaon are vsun and fuperficial converfions ! And 
how many fouls, changed in the eyes of the world, fhal! 
ijiat day find themfelves the fame bef<H'e God I 

But it is not enough to have attained to that degree ot 
feli-denial, which keeps us without the circle ot attradion; 
io the allurements of guilt; thofe laborious atbnemetits 
touft likewifii be added, which walh out ]t$ fiains. Thus, 
in the third place, the (inner of our gofpel is not contented 
with having facrifice4 her hair and her perfumes to Jefas 
CdriA i; Sue profirates herfelf at his feet, ihe wa(hes them 
with her tears, fiie wipes, (he kifTes them : and as the third 
^ifordei of her fin had been a ibameful fubje£lIon of her 
fenfes, ihe begins the reparation of thefe criminal lewd^ 
«efles, by the humiliation and difguft of thefe lowly fer* 
vices, 

* New inftruflion : it is: not fufficient to remove from the 
^flioiii thofe allurements which incite them; it is likewife 
steceifary that laborious exertions of ftich virtues as are 
tttOftc^pofite to them, infenfibly reprefs, and recal them 
to duty md order. You were fond of gaming, jpleafurei, 
atmufements, and every thit^v^hich compofes a worldly 
life ; it is doing little to cut off from thefe pleafures that 
portion which may ftill condi^ to guilt ; if you wifii that 
the Ikvt of the world be extinguiibed in your heart, it is 
nece^ary that prayer,: retirement, filence,- and a£ls of cha- 
rity, jfttcceedto jJbiefc diflbliEte nsaoners ; and that, notfa* 
, i ^ ' - tisfied 
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Aied uritfc&ubiiingifae'CniQiesar ijie ^orU,yoii likty^ifd 
fly jGoomibe world itfdf. Bi^ giving yourCelf Hip t^ bpupd^* 
Ie(s and fliameful paflions, you have fortified the empire 
4£ilk feiire« aild of jttK&ffi; it m heceflary ibui faftiDg. 
i«atd£iig/tiie yoke.ioi siiortification/ ^rlid«a% eaotingfiifli 
ifade tiapuce Sues; weaken theft tendencies, beeonie im^ 
goveraable' througln a kmg indislgefice of votuptAiotrTii^fii 
i^nd MtbtAy j^aoom gailt from yott« hut ^ei«te» a^ I 
aoa^: £iy,. to dcy^upifes Ibsrcei in yoiu* b^art* / Other Wfih 
bf^ipKuigiy^u^gBfy:€toiitryQaTM( moiv^ifarajiie: ibt 
#ld attachments which you Aajl. have bibken/ without htv« 
fiig weakened, ^Jnd« as it were, inoted them Iroai your 
hcaft by iiiortific2M!ioii| will tnceffimtly lie renewing ihek 
attacks.^ y^urpaffibns, become notFe^detA rniiimffdnotfi 
by being checked and fufpended without your having weak» 
«ned and ov^rconae them, will make you undergo agitations 
and fforoBS; fuch' ad you had liieiv^cTeixei^niced «ven ia 
gdilt: you will &ehold ,yoiirfeIi on the pptot, every ma* 
metUf of amdaochofy Aiifw«eck; yo«i wiH oevertaAe $f 
peace Ja this hew li£e^ You wiii fiiid yotirlUf aioir^iwwak, 
mose exhaiifted, mooe aitiinated for friea&ite^ ihoreieafy ti» 
lie fkakfia^ and none 4i%u(led yeiik the ici^loe of Gbd, ia 
this ftaie of ipaperf e& penitence^ thaii yoja^dcyen beea 
f ormeriy in the rsaiidft of diSip^ioa i every thing Vitt be<- 
coJBie a rock to 9kou^ you^ill he a /:oQtinu«J temptation to 
yourfelf ; you will ie aftaaii^bed to find 'withia yoa a ftiji 
freater repugnaiice tp jdiitaes-; and^ «0 it is hardly pofliUo 
to jtand OAiit longagainftypurfelf^ you wiill fooid become 
^IguAied wtth-a virtue by which you'&ffisr fomuch; aad« 
iuconfequence of your iiavingwifiied to be onlyiatianqiuii 
andhaitigatcdspeiniteot^lysmiwiltfae'aQ unhappy ^ae, witiuHit 
^onfolatioo, widboult pcace« and coaie^iieBidy without per^- 
ikireraRce. ' Xo ^iigroeilt and multiply .ttie ia^crifiees is to 
dbi&dge the Ik&riQ^a ip. srij!t»^^ and (whateynr we acei^ 



dueed tQ fpafre to ihep^lBons, becoincs rather tjbepuiufii-^ 
m^nt and'the difguft than the fofteningiof .«ir peffikenc^e* . 

' The laft diforder which haod accompanied the .&£ ot : the 
woiQan of our gofpeU was tfaepublicBeiis'of thetfcanda^ )auw 
tending the comiptiQn of her candii£)r;' tTfaefcandalioEthe 
law, which vrzs diflronoured in t;fae opinion of ithc Romans 
and of fo many other gentiles, fpreadithroughotit Paleilihe»: 
and who, witneiling the ill^concbdif of; oui^ finqer^ t^ak 
occafioii, nddoute, fnom ityiaJbb^hiefmethe'niaDeioiltfae 
Lord, to defpife the ianfiity of ihis Ikwv .torhardea'.theU« 
felves ii) their impioas liiperftitions, and to look iipoa ^ 
' hope of Iffael and' the wonders. of (»odv jas rdalied in^tJie 
holy books, as fifiions invented to amufe a crediilqu5ipie»£ 

pie. / ■ • ''• ■" :^::^ --\a::-::[i: ;. 

Scandal of place: Her ill*cohdu£l had ! been conl^icn* 
ous in the city,^ that is to fay, iiaJ thei. capital of^.the 
country ; from whence:the reports xS fuchiacc]dents,iui6re 
ibon circulated throughout JudeaJ* Now, behold the fcaftf 
dais for which her penitence makescreparatiaiL:rthe ffiafw 
dal of the law, by Tenouncing theibiperftitioaSttradsttons 
of the Pharifees, who had adulteraledt^thehr.pr^epts;} and 
by confefling Jefus Chrift, who was the end and tbevinl^ 
fitment of them. For, too frequently, after having .dif* 
honoured religion in the minds of the impious^ through 
our exceiTes and Scandalous ,condii£):, we ag^in difhonouf 
it through our pretended piety ; we create for oucfelves a 
kind of virtue altogether worldly; fuperficial,' and pharifai* 
jcal ; we become' fuperflitious without becoming penitent ; 
.we make the abtifes [of devotion fucceed to thofe of die 
world ; the only reparation we make for the fcandal ot our 
debaucheries^ is that of a fenfual piety; aiid .werTefleft 
moretdifgrate u^n virtue, : threugh:|fae weakisefles ^ si* 
: 'I .1 hifions 
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t)54^e;e,x^p)p,pi, p^rriJEilfeipcnitc t)i^.iey^Ftthe}f ha^ 
^nncrljr becqiby tl^ cjsaipplc twciKoliimx ,yicc^. , , , -. » .^ 
elr.,.:'::r£ Jr:: .::'. ■^'^.!t r::: v.- ^f :i» ^rli t'*-!t t ^ •■; . .'■ rv 
f,t I^ftly, .t^efqpindal pf.ylsKe : 5^b?t^law^ pity whiph'ha{4. 
ji^Q the ibeau:r .of Jberihame and o^^fr QfipFi€$,; becosae^ 
. Jb^ of .bc^ pqnilL^nc^j ; She go^s-ijo^^ji^^p re|y^^^ places, tp 
£ive,Ar^m.49 ber-f^rrows^s^ her tearsr^ fiie^es^p^dydxir 
j^e, Itk-^ J^icfodfiQuSy pf thi; £ha^^;of^^n^^t to .coiOi?. iff 

f j^odjcpi^er (^ tjbc;^it^,in prder-tor^qncefiljfr^MQ.thtf^cjre^ 
pf ,^?;pubJiqthf^ft^eps of hsr.qQve/f^qn;-:,^In^lie face 
cifr^tl^at.^tcatjCity, which *fhe btLi£c^d^li![ft^hy}if^rQpix^u&^ 

pl^^lpl^fl^d^jlj^g t|Cj.,bp5 .?s;{peaatpr^ja/^^^ thoff 

iyipj^hajl4?^,,)^^neff^^^ fq^aBiefj^jciii^es, -. ^qroftci?, 

ajitfr-^i^yjfi^ derjpife^.^he.yorld'^o|xiaipnin debauchery, it 
§5fTOT?i^ .^rp<Jcd in yiifuc:the.^eycspfr the .public did^oj 
ggpca^-fQnpi^aU(e ^ty^ \is during c>uf ^^4iP^P?^9.^ » ^Ij^X-. ^9* 

^(^p^lpl^iei^ ; ;€ur Yu-^i^e^ arobac^^cLs^d jC^utiQus.;, w^ 
^?i^fV?? ?^. fi;ft.l^Sfl«^S 8P?»'y J9f;i J/rftt(.Chria ifWe^ars 
afliamed to Jbew ourfelves in a Iigh| £p^^D^j(9 i:|^ v(c bay^ 
gloried in vice as if it had been a virtue, and we bluft for 

c:'!,;-':.! !o '.;..::.■' i- :.;!'':.:> or jfTolrr'-V; :■ ■ ' • 

« A^ our fprti^nfite Gpi^fr hadivot bee^^Unjiq in evil, (o is 

Oje not, tinxjjd in^ood^.ihe^faw, even with a holy infen- 

fibilifjr, thetjeprpapbes pi the.pharlfee, who recounts in 

the prefence of* all the gOf fis, the infamy .o^ her pad fnan^* 

ners. . For the world, typified by that pharifee» feels a gratis. 

ficalion in the mean pieafure of recalling the iormer errors 

■ of 



«t flidlfe'WiKM gKf^tf ^tb tdnclie^: faff f^ fiiq|^i|pa||i^ 
«clifecaii©tt ftcwi thdr prtfeiitgoodcoBilua, k-ik t^nti»i0 
If dweWing «fOfi tlieh^ paft irrcgti'^Mityt k>ics«i W^i* 
iiflie meA of ^ftat ttatf now do/ ly r^iwwthg tipoit^tery 
occafion the i^cm^nWaiico of.wfwl ^Scf Imre-aoBe; it 
would appear that the errors which they lament aathorile 
thofe which w^foye, and in wMch wc ftill corilifttre to 
live } and that it' is tnore allowtMe for os 10 1)« fintier^; fitrde 
y^alaodl^ncere penitents repent of haVinghcieh fo. Itii 
. thtoSi © r&f'GoSii feat t^tfty tMrig workeih i&irt oAr dei 
Itntaion, and that, inSead olf' blbffiijgiatld |rrarrGfng' A6 
tiehei of thy-mercy when thou withdmweft 'woriift^ and 
fiflblttte fouls from the ways of perdition', ahd m9h^ d 
heing excited by thefe ^rand examples, CO liave recourfe^to 
thy demcndy^ always fo ready to receive the repematxt ifl* 
Der; ihfenfibteMd blradtohis penitence, w^ sre occupied 
only in recalling his ^elrrori, as if We were entitled from 
thence to fay to ourfelves, that we have nothing to drea(t 
3n 'debauchery i that one day or Other we ftall iftewife be« 
come contrite'; and that the fincereft penitents, having otic€ 
been perhaps ftill more deeply involved than we in mad 
paifions, we need hot defpair of one day or othei' being 
able to quit them as welf as they f O iiiexpfica&ie bliildheis 
cf man, tluit finds inducements id debaudiery even m the 
Examples of penitenife f 

Such were the- reparations of our Tinner. But IT it be 
an error to reprefent to ourfelves a change of life as the 
fimple ceffation of our former debaucheries, without ad^ 
^&Dg to that thofe expiations which waft them out ; it is 
likewife another not lefs dangerous, the confiderin^ thefe 
expiations as involving you in afituation, gloomy, wretch- 
edy and faopelefs^ Thus, after having mentioned^ to you 

■ the 
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fe^ ^artt?<nis of her pe nhe ft p e ^ it' « iJr6p#ttat-I-»i># 
!iy!kiSft^ey(>uthcc<mfotoiiiiii; * / . . 

; • PaWH. eome buto the, feys Jeftis CIiHff,^tfl 7!? wM 
fcfc Weiry of the tvayy of inrquity* tdtie^niy' yokeftlpoit 
^u'tod lieariroF'rtic, forTamttfeAand IcAviy itfWarf, an* 
y*r ftaff find reft onto ybat fdub; formy yt*^ h; eafy ai»A 
my burden is light; 

* * 1%& ptotaift, addfetfed to afl criminal focrfe, who areiacU 
Ways ttiiferable in debauchery, is conipletely ftiMffled 'li 
ihe inftancc of the finner dt out gofpef. ^n elTeft, ef «ry 
thing which had formerfy Keen to hcf, in her diffipations', 
♦an inekhauftible fund of difguft, becomet now, tti Bet 
penitence, a fruitful fAurde of <donfohtidn ; and with Jeful 
Chrift ihe is happy, throug)i the fame means whic^, during 
hcrgniltl, had oc^ciftoned 'all termiferiej* 
",'•'■ ■ \ ' ' ■ ' • ■ 

' Yes my brethren, an ini<][uitous love had' been her firft 
j^ilt, and the firft fource of all her diftrefTek ; the firft' toni 
folatidfi of her penitence, is a holy deflleaion for* Jcfui 
Chrifi^ and the wide difference between that dfvine^d new 
love, and the profane love which had hithetto ^groffed her 
heart. 1 fky the difference in the objeft, in the proceed^ 
ings,'dnd in the correfpondttice. • ^ • 

In the objeft : the depravity^ of B^heartr^d'attacfaeci 
her to men, corrupted, inconftant, deceitful, rather com- 
panions of 'her debauchery than real friends, le& WatchYul 
to render htik* happy, than ahentive to the gratification bi 
their own itoordlnate paf&ctot ; to men, who always join 
contempt, to a ^tified paffibn ; to Amnons^ ih whdft 
tyes^ fiiomthe inomentthbtthey have obtained thehr wifhes, 
. the unfortunate •bje£l of their love becomes vile and 

hateful ( 



liat^ful I tQiaen vhqfe.]MrG»k^D;£^ and 

defeasOie well knew, md^yfia^^ 
ledged to be unworthy of her hqart, and to whom ffae paid 
^Hy;. aaen(^oiiv;fqor^throiig^he,j^fiprt9^ 

WhP.iW^cWy^vyf?^^ tp«o-«l?ter;tp^^x^xbe^ijamp^ ^jJa^ 

auacfies her to Jefus Chrifi, the in6deU0f;;aU yin\\t4 the 
foarc« of all grace, the principle of all light; the more 

come f o (ijij?|rificp , his, ^lifeii b^t^Fyn^d ^s. Uje^. ip or^ftr ty 
lecure her immort|l^5|:j|i^^rf lii^^jh^l )^3fl^i??g^ 
from among fo many women of Judah, by an overflowing 
»f:mpr^y^.\yj|pepltie..ba(^ r^ckrc^ ^i5e|:feirfb«f«ioft .c^^yj|>icu. 
pufpiher. Cqxj t>y^^^iH:^^S^ff:?^]^^^)VJff cb(e^^ ^^.^«x? 

jpi{raft^^ wbo, ^i^af trwf (juilijBcd^ I )^cx.ic8Mt,^ >hj,. gv»rifyip^ it f 
who ha*,fi«d4s in(w\%Bf j^^^ 9,niSfMifti,jii€i^ 
of ks defires ; who has fill^/^^iJiCj^whole^^ kp^ loy^ { 

who has refiored to her that internaT peace, which creatures 

Lj-lOvWy/fop^irHoyf flong,,%l^ ,tfrp,u.6Qi»tifli|e|tpJ^^^^^ in 
fj<^tua^;tWb^t.. is fifut, , thii^e. s^fflij^ipnand ^i^niAment 2 

$t\4a^liotf nc|)^ri4oft i9 J}p9^jtl}eroj?..^f)u^d yiftue.an4 
iiwfff^nfi^, If^m^xc ;^p5iniii^ ^th^^ | f ^fe ^ iji^mcful ^affions 

^bicb;^t p^^jr^^^cb^c ^^:f^ -^^.i wM9f^i^^^ 

. . , f find 
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j&od rveiyt lAing Mglit aiid eafy, in JCompWifion jMrithrtho 

ci5uek«gitatiT«i8iwlikh'rehd«?tthlffli&(uriHappy 

feeridetto iheobjeft oft her love. ' f ' ^ *« .'v ' 'y*. i^v. 1 

:^' 'Diflfeisa^CJein' the ftd^Srf' The^excefs of paffi6n,h»d)te4 
heri'to^a tiioirfand-D6psv;m o^pbfiiion'ta hertiacliiDati^o^ 
hei^ f^efy;^0fA^^tr^t'e;i{<}n ^'-had^ledher to jnakbu fai^vificd 
to^iixi^iI/Ot her' -quiet, 'heroinciinati<>Tis^ her; fadnodr^ and 
her liberty ; to ibzmtM'cbnde&etifmt^;: and diragiaeeaihld 
fubmiffions ; to important Tacrifices, for wl^ich the only 
^urnvwasKtb^iF xhfiikfti^ Jthemfeim .moce'enthl^from 
thenoe^toieTcaiSflliUmorexJiToir.' filch is thb <iiigra«ttu4e ol 
menp the: m(»r9 ypur aUcxwi theip toibecdme rmafiers: of 
yonr.liedrlfttjie.mons; tbey.coi^flrifajsnifelvesits tjvant : kk 
th^ir opinion, 1 the^exeefs cjiffyoiir attacbmer^t' tO')thetiir:dimiit 
jbiflieraiskiieriti ^^and theytpunijh'iyglii ior the ftivourgifki thi^ 
{hame. of jvwr^cranfponfi, *b^ jaksiigocc8fi«>r^,'eyen froii» 
tbeoe^ (feo^uiferraQv even ta.tfaseic gratittide, tb he cookdi 

- Bdwrf^' Ac /gratefiiLreturm! qxperienctd; by ; our finneii 
in tbel^ayiib^ the.paiSon^>}- But'in:^r pem<£ilc& ev^ 
thing if recfcK»iiedi:. the/flii^ttfidlrftep whi<^^^^ fuo 

JeluslChriJl.is noticed, lis j^raifed, id- defejadcd%y:J<fil4 
Chrift himfetf.: The pharifeeminiy endeaviouiii'to> \f0^^ 
her jnertCr (fcuftheiwiorhiin^ver ftiidies but- to ditnihifli tW 
vilue.of ,the yirt;ues«of: thoijuft), 'the- Savio^t iwi.d^t?i1^et 
her defence:. " Sccftihouthil w4mi2m?.*^feii he tQ^binsij 
as if he thereby meaiitrto fay; KfK>weft th^nlidrlthe^si^i^ 
of th« [^^iiSff$. viibi^h fte? rti2jiq$ tome, mi ho^vfyX^^ ^M 
ilrpngthi and; the 4xcqfs 6f heF.Jove for niQ extend ?. Sli^ 
hath, not |Cf£^feduo w.a^niy 'feet, with tears^r aiX(J tojwipci 
them wijth ttiQ h?i¥$ pfoherbftad.' H? reckon^* he obn 
ferv:«5;ey#ry;«^iilg; a fi^^r a. t,e?irrafnnplQ mcryement ^ 
the Jieart; nothing is loft,up0ii.'lttfn pf whatever is d.onfif 

- i for 
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fait }Am ; fuoMng tfeapeai t^ ciafineTs oF hk g)teces« i«i 
Ihe tendcrneis of his: hevt ; yit ar« well afiWi^ Uiai we 
fcrve no ungrateful mafter ; ht overvalues even tte-flig^ 
eft facrifices. '* Seeft thou this woman ?" He would, it 
ippean, tbt all men view htv wkfa the fam^ eyes ibaCIhe 
did : that all men ihotild be as eqqttid>le'eltii&ati9ra as bitaH 
felf oi her I6ve« and of her te^rs: he mi l^nfe^ feesi; hei! 
debaucheries ; he foi|[ets a wbok life of erroif and gotlt 9 
he fees ohljr her lepentance and her ieanu - 

Now* what confohtion ior a i^ntiite foul, to fasfve it m 
her power to bj to her&lf. Till now« I have livied on^^ 
ly for error and . vaatty ; my days, my ytuti my caress 
my inqaietades, iay diftrefies, ail are hiriierta loft, and 
BO loiter exift, even in the meniory lof th^fe raeo for 
whom alone I have Uvied, for whom alone t> haiire'facfificedi 
every thing; my reftitnde, my attentions, my anxtetiesi^ 
lave never been repaid but widt ingra^de ; b«M, Jbeooe* 
forth, whatever I do for Jefus Chrift will receive its full 
eftimaition ; myfoffisHngs,' my afflifiioiM^ the Aigfaceft- Ja* 
orifices, of my heait ; my %Us, my tears, which I bad fo 
oitien (hed in vain for creatures; all Ihall be written i9 ud4> 
morul cibaraOrrs ia the bodl. of life: idl thefe^Ihall eter^ 
nally exift in the remembnmce of diat faithful Matter 
whom I ferve ; all thefe, in ipite ot the defefis mingled 
with them by my weaknefs and my eorroption» (hall be 
«x€uied, and even purified through the gttace oi my Re* 
deeifier ; and he wilt etxywii his gifts by tewardiag my fee>& 
blc defefta : I no longed live but for eternity ; I no lonjger 
tabour In vain ; my days 81% real, my life is no longer « 
dream. O my brethi«ik, whdC a blefied gain ia piety i 
And how great are the cohfolatlom wbich'a foul recalled 
to Jefus <%rift receiv>es« in obmpen&tiQa for the triffifig 
loSes which he facrifices to him t' ^ 

U^7 
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'>nMito9«oi:cmaliins:whjnh.afihiiitpd o^^ ^ner^ 
ll(li^al4»a]^ iMMMiMifad wih tbcLnoftt ctml uQMrlHii^ei'* 
^^it«lW«|«fij^ici0i9«i«r ttiioqiHiI mum bi l«i^ut]|o 
iHMtt it ili^toUs>ib-r«tMtcTiA^tti^rudh»pp^^ «ndix| m^ 
mmuwgiMlt^ miA vim kftrs^ {ufyuMm, and jic«loiufi«^ i 

dMk-n^ fd^t: it btfad iiiMkjir ol ftftovndiftni&i,. Yqii 
Imow thitr wcH f aouU it itaes not l>cilang tb jm Id jH-^n4 
#0 fpcuk from* Ail pbda the laognage ofi your. eMsm^ig/M 
piiffioa)i»'." 

< Jh« ifrhait « Mw Jettttjr ia die dahgeioi )iev lovel 
ftfttr«elf itiheridm of JefutChtift conmBemred,. wh^Oi^ 
ii'«(%rtm)F oiMn; btlovtd : fl»r heari fn^m bU diyk^ 
itaouib ihe 'fiv0«anblt« feaieiice»« wUcbi. in rfixi^ung ^ef 
fins, confirnu to bcr ibe love and the afiedion of him who 
MWit^ fhem : not- oii|y:ai)e ber debaocberies foq^pftep; but 
1h^ ivui^ tdbt cintvinctd in h«no«rtt atrnd* tbai tb^ ai# 
f^/j^mU', fiMllMiiid^ B|td» waffled iiit;.<sll&er f«artari$ jMre- 
4eiit«t(,' and grdimd la nci ttweieft for miflri^ft or. utiGcr^ 
uMtf ^ ti^ taii^fte iMie^ fufpea tfaa ioive o£ JefuaCbrift^ 
^Hbottt at the fame iimt fafjfcB^gbirfQwetp aii4 ^b^ 

faithfulnefa of bis promifes, 

••'I'fj J'. ,j 

* Soc^irtbeldtfof a eotatrka foul on quitting the tribuntd 
^bere J'efo» CbHS, 'tbroHgb tbe«mtiiiib7 of dtepneft* has 
remitted ^efWmeberies^ which be has viafhed out wiih jus 
te9fs a(nd His love. In ^ite o1 that uncertainty infeprablic 
froth Hie prelent 11^ of tife, whether he be wortbyof 'ov^ 
br hatred, an imemal peace bears teftimony in' tibe biottom 
of bis heart that he is leftored 10 JeftisChrift : be e»- 
^peri^nces'SfcaiM add a joy in his conftience, which can be 
the fl^ait of righte^ufnefa atone. Not that he i& emiKlj; d^- 
- Vox.. I. I 3 livcrcd 
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Hvcred fron alarm and a{iprehenfion..Qn aeeQjUQt ,of ;lits 
paft infidelities, andthafe^ in cortaia p(>mciil% moi:e.{9iw. 
cibly ftruck with faoranrat luft^paftieitoci^.'aBd die feyeijuf « 
of God's judgmento, he- is. not tempted 10 jco|ir«ter>aU,ai^ 
hopelefs to iitm; .but Jd«s Chiift» :wlio,/bitiiii^f: weilii. 
tbefe ftorms in his bcart« bas iioicUy .i^dmol iJieai ; Jiia 
voice flill inwardly £iysto<hfiiit as^cntn^riy^to Ftter alaniiH 
ed upon the waves : *'* O thoii of Utile :&ith,, wbesefi»i€i 
doobteft tboa?'' Have I not given.thee.fi^iEf:ieiit proofs of 
my kindneTsand my pnittf£lion ?. Refl^;9pop all.tbatl 
have done in order to withdraw thee from the wayg^if ini* 
quity : I feek not with fuch perfeverance the fheep that I 
love not ; I recal them not; from- lo far» tot l«;t tbem pet^fli 
before my eyes ; difiruft then no jnore my iaffeCUon ^ dread 
only thine own lukewammelis or inconftancy.' > Vk.&'<oih> 
rotation of her penitence ; tfaedafferencoof btrlo^*e«:. . 

The fecond is the facfificec^iier pafli^ns.' $he throws 
^atthe feet of Jefos Chmft her perfui»«» iieri^bair, all the 
attachments of her^hearti "all the deplorab)e:iiiftr^n»et|tso(f 
her vanities,, and of her. crimes ;jitiid danot f^mpofe-tl^t 
in aAtng thus (he facrifices her pleafures i ^(a^iri^ces only 
her anxtetks andher pam&BQients. . 

In vain is it fatd that the cares of the paflions conftie ute 
the felicity of thofe poflbfled by.itb^m ;-it^ a langnafe in 
which the .world ivories, hiit wlucb expeuience' Mies* 
What puniftment to a worl41y;fQul,. anxious to pleafe, are 
the folicitous cares of a beauty, , whiph Ea^ and decilys 
everyday! What atiemions an4 conftraiiats! They mt^ 
take upon themfelves, upon their inclinations,, upon ^betr 
pleafures, uponabeir indoJencej ,wh^t inward vexations, 
when thele cares have been unavailin^t aisd ^^^en moce 
fortunate charms have, auc^tfted Uicgf^^eral; attention ! 

; ^ What 
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fWhftit: ejr^mnjr' w- 4«Kb of cuftomi It viBArhawever, be 
fajbinkied to^ in ffpteot: deraog^dat&ifs* a remonAtatjng 
jmibamdt tr^d^fisien who »ii»«iar«: and who dearly fell fbe 
jsemiffiqns.perfaapt refiured^. I fay nod«iagpf«the earea of 
ambkion: ifba^ a life k tbatfafled. in defig9S» pi'PJ^^ 
f$m» hQpe$, alanast^ je«loiifie8» fubj^fUon* sind mcapnpTr 
icft.I I fpeak. not? of a profane: cotin^&ion : what tensqrfi 
left the my^Btiry be laid. open t Wha( eye« to {bun K Whii: 
jTpies to deceive I What mortifyiag r^pulfqs^^o undef^ 
froxa the v^efiyrp^tfon for whom tbey hav|s perhaps; f^i^i^ifiped 
^ir hoftour and ibeir liberty t and of whom they^dare.no^ 
even complain!. To all thefe, add ihofe cruel moments 
•when paffipn, lefs unruty, allows us leifure to.infpj3£lc|ur- 
fdtres* and to feel the whole infamy of our (ituation ; tbofe 
n^oments in which the. heart; borni for more folid j<^s, 
wje^ries.ot it^Awn idola^ and .$nds ampk puitiOiaiei^t in 
its difgufts and in its own- incoQ^ancy. World prolane.l 
If,.lil^h»be the.fdi(^(y thon v^vi^tfilh fo .niuch* diilir^ni 
iky wor(bipperS9 aod^.by drowning, th/em with fuchra^) 
happinefs, punifli. ihem for the Jaith which they hav^e^Q 
credulouQy given to thy promifes. 

, Behojd what our fi^ner cafts s^. the, feet of .J^us Chrift» 
|ior boods, her (ro^bles^ her llayery ; in appearance* thQ 
injirumcuits pf .h^r jpleafures, in truth the fouree of all bee 
a.fiUAioqs. ' Now» granting thai^ this, w^re the only, .^os^ 
latipii of virtu^t is it not a fjiifficiently. grand one« xhat of 
deliverance from the ke^neft ^nxi^ies pf. thqpaffions ? Tq 
have your happjnqf^ no longer dependant upon the incon« 
.Aancy, the perfidy^ .and^the- in[uftice of .creatures ; to 
\i^v^ placed yourfclf beyond the reach of events j to pof-i 
fefs in yQur own hea t all that is wanting towards yourhap^ 
jLiDefsj or to fuffice^ ^s I may fay, to yourfell ? What, da 
you Jofe, in facrificing g,lQ9my and. anxious cares» in or^ 

dcr 
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«trM^lMfcdie«4tolAiiii9ttti jiyyi $ ImkI cti l«lMtt «»t<fi%s 

ctlinBftfti i«i«fii for^be pttfiteM- fietrifie^ i«^1riiil> %«b<di 

"pCtlMice, thftt peaces ihind ifUitb^flve tiiiS neveH; As ^» 

ti* fMsI'diys 1 prophet; tniferjr toyoa, tfi6ti, -whd 
dmg^Hi the ioftd of yoiir paffBoM, as the i)d^ inlftourifig 
difagft cm th^ chains of the jrole which gaR$ him, »idiirhb 
rrih <m to yoor deftftifiSon by the vWy cttn of aftg^lfir; 
iiibjeaion rad conftmhtf' 

jLaHly, By her fifi ffie had been ilegra8ed'in thfe eyw # 
ftnen : they behdfl With i^teitif^t the ftaliie and die infiftm 
of hercondua ; flie Ihred^degradedfitfttt etr^t!|fhiwbie* 
li good repQtation and" i Sfefiree fr6i» rtprwrchbelttw^ 
ind'thepharifetf iseven affion&ed thai jefos €lmft1lfbiii^ 
eofldefcetritofiiffi^'rherkt'hisleet.' ' "^' * 

For the vrorld, which autborifes whatever leads to dlffi- 
pfltfidn^ never fails to cover drflipation itfdt with infiinty ; 
it approves, it jtiftyfies the tnaxims, iht H<sibits; OA the 
pleaftires which corrupt the heart ; ztii yet it inflih thitt 
imiocency arid rcgufartty of manners be united Wkh'fcdt- 
niptibn 6f heart; it infpires tfll'the pad&bifs, ya it afwAyl 
blames the confeqoences of them ; it requires you to ftii- 
dy the art of pl^lihg, and it defpifeli yoiifrom'tb^lno. 
inent that yoU hive fucceeded ; its Isffcivious theatl^es rt* 
found with extravagant praifes of profane lovc» and its 
eonverfations con&ft Orily of biting fatires upon thoftl wte 
yield themielves 'tip to that unfortunate tendency ; it praifet 
the graces, the charms, the miferabk talents wbi^h light 

up 



T8E WOUMH^^ItMl »iB^ MN NEE. '4M[ 

%ildf9d^Miiaidi frMi 4ik*«iottMtit4bat yM appear :i«flalmi 
%llW«Iieni. -O^bMNTti^riiely ilnr^iMivriptiMitWGlriMid 
-«re tbofe^^be^ driig M itt <a'fiUl'bdov«d*%P«vl4stdliiiWA 
Ifa^ fiH^^^rik^MM^m iiioa^sM^ #^dedtfg witbMfr At^wi* 

^Kfrftied $ ^cmdWheriever tin^Ottw ^k&kSeheti tolwof^ 

iSttehhad been «be ^Mi^ohs aiid'ftiedi%Mte9^'wMft 
H^i^teh the priiMs bzid riii^ ^kbaUtKerit^ %ff^ M^ fmar 
iret« f^lewed ; but her (feinKiiniee reftlMft lor ter^oire 4Mf«. 
^bnr and ^ore gtbr/tHto Imd Wft iateti tmn 1ier%y 4te 
infamy 'of ^br ^riiii^fc t^k -^fitiiia-, fb ItefpHM in Ihb 

ifpratfed for tbevery>thfttg)i'%i^hkb even Hie «wm44 t:bti(i- 
^«rs ac ifioft honbfinAkle, 1^^. 4<ioAciefi «4 lyeait j jgelierofify 
>of feittfhiefitSt and ilie fidelky df an 4iol)r 4ote i ibji fitl- 
-net, liritb ^^raim^iio comparHdn durft evtfr'tte«daadi^, wi 
*#hdle Tcandal was with6at example tiftfiechf, i$exa»A 
'iAiwt^iht pfcarifeevfte'tra*,<lfe*fiftcerity ofli^iaiiV'#f 
tertbcbptknaidn; df ter Idve^'^tiMfltfii at fmtf4Ht*f¥et&if^ 
ence over a fiapeffieial and jfliiiiiiftical liinti^': t^lfyp 
This finner, wbofe name was concealed, as if- unworthy of 
-being profnounced, and "W^fe ftiiy kppelbiidA^ ik'Aaii of 
W rtiines, ^s become the glory dfJeiRas€bri», Ibe pttSk 
1>f gi^e, aiid ' an honour to thc= gofpel. •© tiratt:fale& 
llowfer of virtue f * '- 

Yess 'my '1)reil(ren^, vituie tiend«rs usr a fpethifcfe, ^orifey 
bf Cod, of'aiigds, "ahd c* men: it^ottce in<Jfe* e^ahs a 
taBen reputation; ft ^fcneti^s'our cliib,Uven' fcm'ljietew, 
^10 tights andliofabuVs whidi 'wehAd forfeiteii ; k'^i^lkes 
Out flaiiis, whkh tlie nialignity df inenr would Wiflr^tb be 

immortal : 



^mI. toithe fociciy. of tbe j«ft» of wbp^ .iqicera^rfe we 
'W4teior«ieriy»iiMrai:thyf4 tCcdUs fontb'ittvus.a tfaoufp^ 
JraMleqQlliiiei, wbkfetbevpit^x of^tbe^p^^ bad .91- 
jnaftioKtvier (eiigMipfafed-:iI^4^4 it auiB^ moif&j^ory to 
*4is» ^Ami our pafl: aqMAtrs had attached fll(llt9r«mi.i60^^ 
•iompit*' « WJule Jottih istrejbeUiox^ to>tbe{w.iil of God» h^ 
is the ctiffe' of« U^ye^ aii4,x>{.tbe e^itliy.ev^^^idQiatfi; 
are undfer the neceflity of feparating him from their fociety, 
Mi'oE caftiag. bi?ii c^* as<a jsh^ pC infapy mi^ sial«dio 
4ioa; 9f$A ti^ hfX^qf; a nuMiAer is tjbe qoly afylumiji 
. wbicb Iw can -co^pcal bis rqMa^b^^d Aaoie. But touch- 
-ed wifh contotioo; fcaice^yhpi|bb^iiii|>ilored:t^ eternal 
•tterciei of the Oo^ .of h\s fjitbers^r wh^ii be b^cioims the 
adrnfiatkHi-pf tb^ pcwd Ninavab ; whe^iAhe giandeief '4od 
thepe^pkjiDtietoTeiid9r)ii9[i;bpj9in>r stilUbeit unheard -c^j; 
• when -the prince himii^U', full pf refpefl ior his virtue, de- 
fccnd^: from die tbrpne^ aod4:oy^s<b]mrq|f with fackclcfth 
ainl aibe«»'in;Qbqdieoce tfi the man qf .G^g^v . Tbafe pat 
fions wbich the world prfii(?s. and infpi^ies^ had dawn up- 
.on, iis.ihe, co.Qtcmpt.,e|fqi;9f tbe*wodd; yirtju/e wbich the 
.world cenjfiM^t andc^m^s, a^tra£b tp.usi, bow^y^.unwiL- 
lifif^y on iu rpart^ ita .i^ei(epfif>9 afnd b^tpa^es* . . 

' , Whs^ my dear besirer» prevents ypi^ tbenirom^rminaf«» 
ing your fliamei;^ apd jovix i9qui<?tudpf, wi^h^y o|u:. crimci,? 
Is it the fepf rations of penitence wbij^ alarm y^u 2.^ut die 
longer you delay the more they multiply, the 9?Qre 4eb|u» ar^ 
contraded, the more you increafe the nccefltty of new 
rigours to your wpaknefs. ' Ah. ! , if the repArations difcou- 
rage you. at prqfej?t, >vb|J.()iaU. it one day.be, wh^n yow 
crim^. jnnltiplied to infinity, almoft/io punifbp;ici)t wbat- 
evfjt,^?!!. })q capable. oi ,e^iati()g.tli(em ?.Th^y Q^l then 
,plui^pXJ>V.fjpfP<i^ir|>i?ii|;. ^^yoi)^.will adoj^^ ^hc roiferable 
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jmnyofi ^dLitig4M' all yoke» and of itO'fettge»'j«itoMf 
ttpoii yoar>faUraiJ€>»; you'^M iaife up to ymiUAi^aiim. 
majsims, and modes of ireatiMig^' m, order t#tfatM[iiiis0 
four mind 'inireeiiiffihihg'; ]foo'wittoDnfidftr»'necdlfi£R:a 
pebitttace ^bMr^ witt then ^qfpc» ita you'impoiBUe.: 
\¥heh<4iie''embaiTaflnienta- of • the^ ^sonfeieiice ;ctMBi»ita ;» 
^ikain point, -we feel a kind of gloomy •btiria&imkim 
peiduading ourfii3ves« 'that no JefoDOice i» k{t>.i«ii:cala» 
eorfei vefe on kke .fbttndatiDn of trutlM^ mhkn i wo /ee xnRr.< 
feWes fo Ikr ramoired' horn what, thejr^ poeferibcl ^ wO fl|n«» 
tmbolief for a > remedy, * from- the momeoC' that^vre^ifaelkro 
kis no longer ta-'be found ifi &kh ; JfMo^the moment tint 
the chaos becomes inexplicable to us, wefaavctfooiLicctled. 
it in our minds, that all is uncertain. And befides, what 
{hould there be fo melancholy and fo rigojous in repara* 
tions, whole holy merit ought to fpring from love ? 

Unbelieving foul ! you dread being unable to f uppoxt 
the holy fadnefs ot penitence ; yet you have hitherto beea 
a)^ to bear up againft the internal horrors of guilt : virtue 
in your eyes feems wearifome beyond fuficrance; yet, 
have you long dragged on under the fttngs of an ulcerated 
confcience, which no joy could enliven. Ah! Since you 
have hitherto been able to bear upagainftall the inward an- 
guifl), the bitternefles, the difgufis, the gloomy agitations 
of iniquity* no longer dread thofe of virtue : in the paius 
and fuSerances infeparable from guilt, you have under- 
gone trials far beyond what may be attached to virtue ; and 
doubly fo» becaufe grace foftens, and renders even plcaf- 
ing, the fufierings of piety, while the only fweetener of 
guilt is the bitternefs of guilt itfelf. 

My God ! Is it poffihle, that, for fo many y^rs paft, I 
liavehad ftrsngth to wander in fuch arduous and dreary 

wajrs. 



ioit,: ttl uadet ibe<fy<lM3Mfr of thy? w^ 
fejcmel a.maftflr i fThriforld wbicft ImotiF^ dMeiron. Im^ 
li e w uJht ^hott mdooeft miferable dtelir WhfhferUe tli^f 
hKft;^ro» O Lordv ^ knbm .thfttt tbo«jan t\» geinidl 
on&ML o( tt^ifaersv jdw tmdoeft of att, MMVtf tlte Hiaft 
UMttl^ol dkciiiin4i»: Om iwift tniiJMfcim irf all Jieitoftir^ 
lorf ;md ilMl tltoiKighNlft: a foretadic!, bjr » ibo^iaind au 
Mid jctmblaijona wtbi vJulsh' tbou . iildttlgf fk thy fcniiiii 
iMt bckm, irf.:tln>t<HPsntt ttlki^y wftiidk $b^ |lrifai»a 

/ » . . %i • « ' 4 'k • I . • • • f ■ I. *. 
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SERMON XVI. 

■THE WORD OF GOD. 



^ i ,j. .. ; MaTXBPEW iv. 4; , ' 

iWt {^ WfiiteTtj that man Jhalt not live by bread alone, 
' '"buf 6y every word thai proceedeth out of ttu mouth of 

'■ God: ■ -' -• '-' ' ■ \ '[' 

W OTHiNG can give a better idea of the power and of the 
TublJmity of the Word of the gofpel, than the images em* 
p!b]^d'hy Jefus Chrift'to foretd its effeSs. One while it 
is'a'facred fWord; which is to divide father from child, 
huftand from* wife, brother from fitter, and man from him- 
fdf ; to bend all ttiirids uttdef the yoke bf faith, to fubju- 
gate the Cefars, to> triumph over fages and the learned, 
andto exatk the ftandard of the croTs upoii the wrecks of 
idols, and of empires ; through that is reprefented to us its 
ifiight, wiichtfae whole World hath been Hhable to refifi. 

'One while it i« a divine fire, fpi'ead in an inilant 
tM"oughout the earth, which goes to diffolve the moun- 
tains,' to depopulate the' cities, to people the forefts, to re- 
duce' into aflies the profane temples, to inflame the minds 
of men, and to make.them fly, like madmen, to death, in 
the fight of nations; and under thefe parabolical traits are 
figured to us the promptitude of its operations, and tbafW 
pidity of its vidorie^. ' 

Vol. I. K 3 Onf 
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One while it is a myfierioos leaven, which joins^ and if- 
uniles the whole mafs ; which binds all its parts together, 
and imprefles upon them one general efficacy and virtue ; 
which overthrows the diftinSions of Jew and Gc^ile, of 
Greek and Bfrb^fan, a^ gives jtoa|L^l)e feme n^^oe and 
the fame being : and here you comprehend how great muft 
be its Tanfiity zx^ ja^vfditii m^\\ f^Mg it hath purified 
the whole univerfe, and of all nations hath made but one 
people. . ^ , . . . V 

-Another time- it it a fted, which -at firft appears loll in 
the earth, but.aiterwawls' fpriqgSr up,'»nd^ mt^^pli((^ ^ 
liundred fold. Aa4 heboid tbf ^A\ cp^c^; of. ^ ^;^4^^^- 
ty : not the hufbandman who fows, but the invifibte:^^i|)lor 
who giveth the increafe. 

. • :. ■ , . , '^ ..... r J. ,.,:., , , .....,y^.,, . , 

Byt at.pr,efent Jefus Chxjft cpq^)?Jf(?f,Jt.t^l^b^d^J;^^^p|^ 
fcrvcs as tb^ food of m^ ; ,aod ^^ . .^hoi^by }ni«^ ; ^riP' 
form us that the, word of tl^e. gospel j^ aippw^i'fiil.^/QS' 
lid nouriflimeqt,^ oJtcJ^jpjifrDijifiplj^ tpf»cU ^^rpcciv^Jt ipW 
a difeafed ,s|n4 corrupted- h^a^^,a||4wJ^tl^f0^^ 
who, withai^ h4>ljr app^We^ W;«i|hj ^n^<^lvef »^H,.it, 
land who bring tc), this, plj^f^ ;>.h^pr^;g^ ^A%^^f9,jt- 
To copfirte i^yWf, th^n tp;tbi;i 'tA^,XJhf3Jk Usi/io^Mg 
of the wonders which this word, announced by twelve 
poor and bunjbje. jm^, foim^rj^.if r^ught ithrwg^Qiit'ihe 
univerfe. I fcaJI paft oveif ja fil^ngp.tbe, fep^i^ g| it^ 
doftrine, the fublimity pf ^ts qou^njfelf» ihejarjfdpipj of.itaf 
xoaxtms; and limiting myfelf tQ;th«; ipft^ujftip^^ an4 ^ 
that which may render. tb« word of the goflpql yhich w^ 
announce beneficial to . you, I:.ihall inionp ypfi^^M^^T* 
what ^re t,he difppritipns which ought to ^qi^fpp^rxy y^u to 
thiaboly place for the purpofe oi heacijngit j ap^, (ipcond* 



ff, fH^ «AM fihkid yod du^t ftfti^r^aiids to iifieii to it': fwo 
iivl^ txk Mlfnt^tddtd, bat c<*tti unknown to the greatftrll 
pkn't)f ilie Wifcvcts, *\^rt»o hiri \h tvowds to the feet irf 

• tferffeC^riftfetti J)liljpiM, and vrfikh a^e the ordinary caufe W 
MrMiiiflty bring'litteAd^vrfth^fo4ff«i^frutt. :- ^ 

^I*A»1pL It Is not tiie body ol ektethal Woi4is, fiiys Bt. 
Aiig^ift, %hick dJftiiigtiiihe^ the ]ul from carnal Chftfi. 
tian»2 it k the invifible fpirit which animates them. Pi- 
tS^^^ioti^tT&lreqaettily Commoh to the ^dd and ^t 

• Wtefe* ,- M^ fe tWe 'ffifpofHion ol th^ Ti^ait '\vircbW<?n mii 
' hates ftete.* AH rttrt, fifys the apoftle, but aU rAch nol 

tlie^i for it ilfrnotAe feme fjiirfe^^^ftJcH iriipfclsrthfrftif. 

Now, to apply ihfe maiim to^'mjr'ftAjeftrbPaTl thtf 
duties of Chriilian piety, there is undoubtedly none of 

' idifth'^eexfeilftal is inore equally faHill^^ wSrldly, 

ttnd bytbe pidns,^ than that 4»f- coming to herfthe wt)rd of 
th<^g6rpeL A!! ftfn^tt ciowdti^ ltk<r thitfrAftites former* 

' 1^ t6 thfe fofet df ' tb^ tefy'fti Wntain, to bear the' Word* ol 
the law. Oar ^emj^'aft-ebWdiy fnScieift to tontain iM 
fnaWtndfe of biSi^vert t profencfartembfiiesbftik oj>, tbrwbll 
the? Iiftfrabcl' of tbebdl^'^BNiMy at tb6 bdllrs of inftrtiei 
tioft ; and the aget which ha'vfe*ree« the zeal of Chrrftians W 

• relaxed on ctrtry dther doty b^ rdlgibn; bavt not'it tirodlc! 
fmn, witneflfcd it in this. NfeVertheleft, of alt the? mitiiF- 
ftri^s confided to thechurdi for the conftmnnatidn of the 

' thofeii, there 4$ aliaroft none fo unprbfitaKle'ais thrft brthe 
W6l»d • and tite :nioft ^eKcacibtis mean i^hffeh' the cfitfrictf 
httbt in iVeiry' age,* einptoyed for the conveiTion of men, 
i^ becdmb, « I piSe^nt, its fccbteft refourcie. TooV ihy 
bri^hrtn, a^ youirfdves a melancholy prooJF bf'ihis fruth. 
l^ftt were inftrUCtk^l more frequent tlian in oiatt days, 
^ttd iieverlwete cohVcrfioitt fo rare." ' • .. . • . 

It 



4^ CE^ftM^ON xnk 

, ,}& 4ft. of j^ypoitaoce, thonefore to explain' the dml^l #| 
fo common and fo deplorable an ^t>ufe : fnoiTy^ tfae fir;fr)f 
undoablcdly in, the wapit of tfaolc dilpofitiprjs wMctii ^f><^ 
to accompany you to ibis Jioly place, in order to jtien t^* 
the word of lalTation. And &rety, if St Paul {onpeffly^ 
commanded all believers to purify themfdves before com- 
ing to eat the bread oi life : if he declared to 'thet?, that 
ppt to difttpguith it from ordinary food was to render 
thcm^vet guilty of the body of the Lord, we hvi^/W 
1^ Teafon tp teU you that you ought to prove yooTi- 
felves and to pvepare your ioul before you coofiK^o j^jck^ 
pate in that fpiritual food which we bneak for t^M people ; > 
and thi^ not to diftinguiCb it from the word of men, in 
your jpanner of iiftening to it, is to render yourfelves ' 
guilty ^vea of the wcMrd of Jefus Chrift. v 

Tbe firft difpofition required of you l^y tibe fafiSitf ^ - 
this wprdt when, you con^e toh^rit, is afinc^ ddke' 
thiit it may be ufef»jt to^ you. Before coming to our tem* 
plei« you ought pi:ivately^ ^n your own. houfe« 'to addre£| 
yourfelf io the father of hi^t to e^reat faim^to.befiow 
upon yott thpt je^ of t^ heart which alone; makes bis imce 
to be heard ; to givf to^his^ord that i^$cacy» ihat inWard 
pnOtionu tl^fe at^i^^oas fo powerful and fo fuccefiital in 
the coa:7erfion of iiaoers,,tbat.he inay overcome, that in* 
fenfibility which you hay< oppofed to all the truths hither* 
tO" heard ;. that he i^.thpfejnomentary ffdings which yoqi 
haive fo often experienced while lifleaingto us» but whic^ 
have never be^n produ6iivc; of any confeque^cts^ towao-di 
your falyttion ; that to us he give that ^eal«. that wifdoip^; 
thaf dignity^that iulneff^of his fpirit^ thofe piercing M^H 
that divine vehemence which carrier convifiipn tq^4hc • 
hearts and which neiirer fpeaks, iti vain; that .he for#J|i 
our hearts the reiilh of thofe uutfa^ v()ich he. piMlfAthLin* 

our 



<Diuir siondis ; t&at he reader ixs [u^kjo^hle * to fpmr f^iaifet, 
or. toy you); c^fures/in pic^r.tl^at.we aiay* be siCHre ufe^ 
tfi^, your, wants ; that tfae^afdcim .defi^tQ a^^epii^pjifii yoar^ 
Advattoo, fuily cpmpexifat^ tl(^^}W?ntQt' th<3f^ patents dem-« 
e4 to 1^ by nature ; and t^t.werjbonoar ous miniftry, noC^ 
byfeeking to pkafe, ^i^ t?a;&y)eyp .... 

And furely, if the Ifraelites, before approaching mount 
3inaii to hear ther woed^ jQf;t^ te\^^wf>jch theangpl Was to 
iinnounce t0 |hem, \v^c^ ebHfjfiiyby t)ie order of the*Lord^ 
to< purify tktmMve^^ t^ wf ft; ifae^ garments^ and even to 
^bftain from the holjrdaties oi';iniii'riage, in order to pre^ 
pare tkbetnfelves for ij^^t^graiid^fDefptiony and to earry no-* 
ihifig ta the f(|at 0f tb<^ mblititain unwi>rtfay of the fanSJty 
^ the law they werit t^jiear;; js tt.nQjt9 fsiys.a boly^iatfaer'^ 
much HQore rlsai'oiKabIei» when ybu come to hear the wordt 
•of a ,m0re;h0fy hakf : Jthat you! bring -there at leaft , dibite 
precasitiw9 of faith, of /pic|yv)of extemal^refpefi; wfaiefe 
mark in you 'a fidcece rdtfice oCiconfiormingyofiir manneiil 
ta>tbo{p;niftxims wfiich wt arie to announce to you ? Wliaii 
Jtiy.brejthreni are the pnecepts o£ Jefus Chrift, the words . 
4>f'e^rnal life, «to}be*liftehed to^wiih lefs preeaiHt«m tbaifr 
IhCiOrdinanfies 9f«( figurative jaiw? Is it.becaufe they^re 
iio longer announced to you by an ange! frqm heavi^n I 
But are not we» equally as he, the infiruments of God to 
promulgate his word* and, like himj do we not fpeak ixr 
hi^pbce ? Did the angel upoiK the mountain >beai^ more the 
mark of divinity than we bear: of him? He :wrote. the 
law upon tables of ftone; ihe grace of our miniftry en« 
'gr^ires' ii on hearts. He promifed milk and hon^ r and 
weannoun^e real andevefla&ing riches. Tbe^thunders-^ 
•heaven^ which «ccompa|iied bis menaees agaitift the tFan& 
greffcH^ of 4be:la^.,.Qycrthr^w the people fttuck with ter^ 
mr at; the foot of the mountaii^: but what wete- thefe 

(hrcatenings 



ifompikpei .10 tliM tttehial ^'thJftfy • Whifch yk6 Ife' ttllnia^d 
cMtinoflllf to fem(^tb iWe ^tdtitors of the laW ot God ? 
Sl^vate #tull ^^'at^fHMb'flie'lhftirtia^ vrhich we fiM; and 
what is there here, eii*tt^J^*i\^l<»^ lers rdffe6bb!e, thaA 
upon mount Sinai ? 

« ^Atid, iieiMtbeIe(s;'f^^^l^tr«^¥^^ 
«h •Oioii fb'h% afldlbrwollfi^df^ ^1^60?' A t4in enHofe 
t3f whith you WiA lo gmHf^i nn 'ickfotne leiTune wbi^ 
ydu ai« #dl ploaM to have tintttfed ; a religious ()[>e£hiiilei 
IbeiiteiAinK ol whti^ 7MI WiA to Afeire;' a cudom whi^^H 
yott follow, bcrc«^tfaeinirtdbsth:ad^t<fditf What,d6 
Mthourf TlK^lfa{iftre,?f)Qrtt^ bf j^eafiiij^a mAet^ hf 
ittiuiiiig Ilia i«f|)earif6r the Wrd of t^ fdpel, imd, far 
wort, far bitkt to attraS! hit fegatldls^kah Aofe of divine 
itiercy ?,.Oaoo Moae, iriikdoMcfioiir T-'P^hapf viewa fiffl 
ttMvecriomial, andot whtiHi wci darniorfpe^ vithout dd^ 
gradMg ' the dignity of our Miniflpfr Hfo tdfioidire of fa?vtt« 
iion lends ybaiBbae.; fiot vkfifufiiaith pae^arefiyod, no 
fimliaieiit of piety ii:coiBt>aniea you' to*: this piaee; in a 
word; y otir ^contutg to liieA to the holy word ia^ no work 
Kf teiiglon. 

* Firft . davfo of the inutility of our miniftry. For how 
U itpofiblo thii a proeebcttng ^kogether protahe fend t 
tH^lmon eo grace ^ Andtim in thfe multitude of betievet^k 
aftmbfed ia tins holy place/ ibe goodntft of GoA difHti- 
^gaUh yon ttnna aioorig die crowd, to opeb your bntfi to 
IMbcwoni ot^ life ; ym wbohave bpoughi faithar oiffy fhofe 
' difpdfittism which flkv moft taDcuIated to keep at a dtffonee 
thttmetcy? Mybfethren, as tdigio» hath nothing grattdei, 
iftonefenfe, tbantbt chatgli of ih« doftrilMi and of fruA, 
* fo 
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; Tb0 fci^Qi^ difpobion wUcit>diigbt 'to ju:eom})a»]^ ^il 
Ita 4hi«^'hdlppkce, is»>B dijpDfition of gncf ^iv*^ ftame^ 
fpwick^ Qi^ihe fiAdc fruit >yba hate hitherto reaped fromib 
'^mtKY U*vih» Aliie^%,irtaid^ :i Yduoiight !» seflefl upbdaU 
Xhof^ ^eliJagi of; opispoDBioa^. which the Lordi «hro&g\ 
^4he .mntAry ofike vcB4»IhStb'.'0|iecafediii four heatt*, yn; 
^1^hifivkfi%c jjevffr/bfeenattbaded'witb any liaccef^' towHrit 
j^Uf iC^ji'ati^iL^ ip'inany qpioos fefolutioiw^ iiiifpired in thtl 
jpibiq€» Mrhii:h.fe^mied tj^iitprbiDife a change lef life, yet v&it^ 
JhaM^iaU'^vadiAi^ oathe £rildeiiiptatioa^, Far^AaA in this* 
ought molt to alarm you, is, that all thofe truths which 
have made only fach momentary imprelBons on you, are 
X» josfj^ny I^hn^Bt^t Mftfao Aall one day depdfe s^ainft ^ou 
iN&>{et libe.tfSkonalof JeCiiis Chvifl;: in poroportim.to th# 
Ufn^.lhat tim y^riM.ihk gUlpelrhailh faikdno touck y^ 
4yf;aiovf^p(^maQ£iei fo paiBoytimes'Mth itraiidered-jiou 
m&tt on»v4tf|by ai^Qhiaioing the grace of iepcntanp^. Faith; 
x^ t^ia ip<^int,,(adfiiitsi:bi!.nQ:m^iusn:;'jand if yoiidapiffl 
ftit9oh99i9di ypy depskti^iftJiunS rjefpe&mQxtticui{(ab)eilian 
befoile^ 'ismairre,. t^ aH your, other crimes,! yon have adilied 
lka(lpff «<»iCei»ptoi:l!he^bolyr^toL. ! r - 1 ib 
% ./' : i;i: .r -1 •■: . • i''i'' i « ; -'sv. • f , •. ' •• ,?:" f '•;- ': 
i. Behold theTfeflefiiDnir?wKid) ought to occupy your faith; 
Mid ii^hei\'3D9tt fHoitesr thdaflemklyoi believers^ yoti oughii 
wfa)VeAfe«»bHngotiiefithe]iaft, to demand it ycttidrd( : Anf 
I going to bear a w^rdfiirhickfiiiU j;]dge'i|iiei^iorin)ithi'Wbich 
(hall deliver me ? Am I going to offer up to the compafSon 
of Goda'dgicikaiidiitiiHng^cart^ior to'hi^ jaiictf fi^fh 
laottve^^f c«inideiiuiatioQ againft inyfelf? It t«how ib ibn|f 
£oc^ trMihf hay^lmmlanoooQce^ toine^ the fQfceof whieti 

my 
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my utitioft defffciiceio tbs paAoas, cannot vrtikth in my 
^ind, for, in {pic* of myfelf they make me inwardly ac- 
knowledge the eiTorof my ways ; yet, have Itaken ain^ 
ftep towards quitting them ? I have fo long been warned, 
that the body of aChpftian is'the temple of God ; have I, 
in confcqucnce« become. more .temporat^ as|d chafteri 
haye .fo long heard k faid,- that,'.**'if thine ejre 'be eVil, 
j>luck it out^ and caft itfar fromtfaee;'Viiave''t'fitiained 
Arenglh for fuch feparation^, which I know to be fo indif- 
penfable tovrards jny folvadod ? X isave fd long been t6ld, 
ilbat to defer, as I have done,, bom day to day^i .niy petn- 
tence, is to be determined to die in fin ; do I, even liow, 
find myfelf more difpoled to qnitmy deplorable fituati<Hl, 
and with a willing, heart to 'begin the work of my falva* 
lion ? '".!.' 

: Great God ! Ceafe not to give me a heart fufceptible to 
truths, which always, affeft,' but 'never chiainge me; and 
punifli not the abufe which' I toiaike of' thy Vdrd, by 
depriving it, with rqjard to me, of that efficacy which 
fhoiufiill permitted it to have^ in:order'tb> recal me from 
my errors to penitence ! And, my brethren,- how inany be- 
lievers who lifien ta me^ itcMinerly feeling to thofe truths 
Vhich we anoqunce, no longer oflfer' to them noW, but a 
tranquil, and an hardened t^^art'? Thiey neg]e£ked' thole 
happy times, when grace w^s yet willing to open this way 
of converfion; iund ever fince To continued and To fatal a 
pegHgence, tlieylifient tor us with: indifierenoe, and the 
moft terrible truths in our mgbths, are no longer in their 
ears, but founding brafs, anda tinkling cymbal* 

. Now, I alk your own hearts, my brethren, if this'feeling 
of forrow, for the little advantage yoii have hitheVto reaped 
from fo many inftruflions, is evea- known toyoii i Doth 

that 



ilm outwaW potrip,- witK Which- y<im'c<^ Worldly 

iJoffi^h jtti^feutoce thaf difpofi^^^ Do hbtih'e'fertti indei^ 
<*6rit and vain tiares; Which' fii! ybil tA' ptdfatUt fpeaacie$i* 
atcompaffy- ychx to GUI' inftViiiEiiorisV \*4><fre'' the woAd i^ 
itortd^ried ?• Db you ntekfe the lma!Wff differiince there irf 
^our appearance? Ahd dOth it n&t fee^m; either that We' 
iti tb atinoiixite' the fodffli Aaxims of* tfhi theatres, or 
tliat )^oti come foi' the fole purpoft of ibfiilting^ by arf 
indecent carriage, even in the eyes of the \<^rld, the holy 
maxims of the gofpel ! 

' Utrf Wliat dol layj A^ dfear hearer ? Far from reprdafcli- 
mg td'youHelVes' lb tdkiiy truths, htardl hitMerio wilhbut^- 
fruff, Hats^ ybuare p^fe^i*d<^i^htetf atydurihferifibilityy 
yfaU p^rhkps pndk yoarfelvei' ahd'iridlirge a deploi^ble vatiitk 
ty, ihltRetiihg tb ns Wilh'indiflirent:e;'yoi§ perliipe cbii* 
lldcr It aaf giving yoti iatl air of corifrtjUiiilte, and as'a^pfoo^ 
6t fuperiority ' of riiiitd, tWat what others atrd afffeatd By; 
flidulrf leave you' tratiqml' and calm V yoii perhaps- maflie * 
^iri boaft oi your ihreiiBbility. It' ftenij, that in you' it 
'l^noiild^be a weaknc^y to lie afieilfed by tittffls'j whicfhlbr- 
taerly trilitnphed ovi^r'phflbTopherff, arid Caefafs ; by truths,- 
ciVidentiy'coihedowri fk'oihhekveif, sthd^ which bt^iifr \v4tti 
iSfem fuch diVitie irtarKs of Aiblinrity aiid wifdbm; by 
tYuthr, which do fachhonbur to rakVi,' ahd alohtf worthy 
of reafon ; Hy truthJ, fo' foothing and cbrifblattJry to tbd 
Eeart; ahd^Ione calculated to bellbw ihterhal't)ranqliiliity 
arid peace, £q/i^, By trutht, which proj^dfe to us WcW 
grand interefls, and tbwardsr which we can never Ij* ihdJf- 
fcrent, without' fdfly itii midnefs^ Vou Vaunt: tttelrr<l«> 
fbcdefs of ourzeaU, and that sdl our difcdurfet lea^e ybtl 
^xaffly as they fbutfd*' you ; and' in de<:?laring tWs; ye4 
think you are dbfng'hotiour'to your reafon. I dor^'fi^ 
tVyoii, that yoii* vakf afboaft'ofbeSngiii tte^^ depth of 
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the abyls, and in that fiaute of reprobation which, is now al»^ 
moll beyond rcfource; and which is worthy both of borrof; 
and pity ; but I fay to you» that the fureft and moft eftab* 
Uflied mark of. a light, and JFrivolpus mind, of. aweakand^ 
limited reafon, of an ijl-formed heart, equally .incapat>Ie^ 
of. elevation sgid dignity, is that of finding nothing which. 
ftrikes, which afionifhes, which fatisfies, and which, inr. 
lerefis you, in the wife and fublime truths of the morality 
of Jefus Chrifl, 

For the finners of another charaSer ftill preferve at leaft 
fome remains of refpef); for, and a. certain confcjoufnefs 
ot the truth which fubflfts with a life altogether criminal,- 
but which is always the mark of a good heart, Qf a heart 
which fiill retains a relifh for good* of a judicious r^fon^ 
which, though led. away by the wprld and the paflions^ 
knows. to do juftice to itfelf, ftill feels the iorce^of that, 
truth which condemns it, and leaves within us refourc^ 
9f falvation and repentance. Thefe (inners, at leaft, ac« 
knowledge that we are right; they change nothing, it isu 
true, of their manners ; but the truth, at leaft, affefls, dif.. 
turbs, agitates, and excites within them fome feeble defires of 
falvation, and hopes ot a. future converfion ; they are foi:ry. 
to. find themfelves even too fufceptible of the terrors of 
faith; they are almoft afraid of liftening to us, left they. 
]ofe that falfe trancjuillity, which is the. only comfort o^ 
their crimes; on , quitting o^r inftruftions, they feek, i» 
d;(fipation, to enliven a fund of anxiety and fadnefs, which 
the truths they come from , hearing . have left in their, 
foul; they immediately hurry into the ^world and its plea- 
fares, with that inward fting which the word of God hath 
leftiin their heart, there to feek out a foothing and deceitful 
hand which may draw it out, and which may clofe up that^ 
nvound from which alone its cure ought to flow ; thej 
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€rca3 the breaking ot their chains; they turn away the-m> 
liead that they may hot fee that h'ght which comes to difttia:- jlf^ 
the comfort of their fleep. They love their paffions, JJ' 
xonfefs, but, at ieaft; they infult not the truth; on tK^ 
'contrary they render glory to his might, by erefting d^i 
fences againft it ; they are feeble (inners, who, dreading* 
their incapability of defence againft God; fly from and 
Ibun him* But for you, you make a vain-glorious bbaft 
of liftening to him with indifference, and not dreading 
him ; you find it grand and philofophical to have placed 
yourfelves above all thefe vulgar terrors ; you believe that 
the pride of your reafon would be diflionoured by any re- 
ligious dread ; iand while you are internally the meah^ft 
•and the moft cowardly foul; the moft dejefted by the firft 
danger which threatens you, the moft diflieaitehed by the 
"fm^lleft accident^ the very ihuttle^cock of every frivolous 
hope and fear of the earth,' you pique yourfelf upon an 
undaunted courage againft the truth ; that is to fay,* that 
you are poflefTed of every thing which is mean and vulgar 
in fear, and you are afhamed of having that only pbttioti 
of it which is dignified and reafonable ; you have no re^ 
(iftance to offer againft the world, and you make a vaiii 
parade of a fenfelefs valour againft God. 

' Second difpofition which ought to accompany you to 
our ihftru£lions, a forrow for the little fruit you have 
hitherto reaped from them. The laft difpofition is a grate- 
ful feeling for that mean of falvation ftill provided for you 
by God, in preferving the facred truft ot the truth, arid in , 
continuing amid you the fucceflion of tbofe minifters,' 
alone authorifed to announce to you the holy word. 

' In effefi, the moft terrible chafiifement with which Cod 
formerly ftmck tfie ibiquitic s of his pec^Ie, was that o^ * 

rendering 



^ndering lut word raretind ^mociojas finoiig iiicia/ |^^ 
faith through his prophet Amos, f^And they ihall ifawlqF 
** front fea to fea, and from the eaft eir^ ^ 4bft. i«e^ 
'* jtfaey Ihall ^in to ao^ fro to fi^ek the wo^d of ahfi (^r4» 
«' and fliali not find it**' And jiot onjy he cea^ ta i^lfB sf 
;true prophets in Ifrael, but bp lik^^ife pennitie^ fal^ 
teachers ^ to fpring up among his ^p^pLe^ who turned 
Ithc tribes away frono his wof&ip, and pr^cb^ gqd^te H^f^ 
ii^btch thetr fatbj^v^d i^ver kraif)). 

Now, my bfethren, k is a Sgnal nienrcy 0F God, t^ 
|K>twithftanding the iniquities which feem to tove atfaixij^ 
tto their atmoft height among you, be ftili raiSeth up toyoif 
prophets and paftors, who hold out a loiuul and faifltleiip 
word. It is a moft fingular prote&ion pf the I^rd, ti0 
error hath not been permitled to prevail over truth ^mwg 
us. And what have you doiie to inerit die being thus 4i& 
finguiQied from fo many <Hher nations ? Why n^ k itia^ 
9pou are no( involved in the fam^ condemnation 2 Wbf 
have you dwe{t in )^he happy land of Gofbm, alonp float 
ppon by the lights of heaven, while all the reft <4 £gypi 
was inveloped in darl^nefs'? Is it not ibe fde mercy (A 
God who hath marked you out from «nnong fo maiiy n^l** 
tioiis whith applaud themfdves in their error ? You ire 
ftill under the care of your pafi^r$ ;^ yoii fttll itceive horn 
their months the dp£tri«e of the apo^os ; truih fttU Aquiki 
vpo^ you in a pure and divine Aretai ; Cbriftiaii polpst# 
ililt fefound in every part with the^omximfl of iaith and of 
pi^y ; And, by prefcrving to you the doBrine ami the Wcf* 
fmgs of inilniSion* the gaodnefe of rGod fiiUpfovides iibf 
you a tboufand means of felvation. 

Hev^rthete^ist lichen you c^atne to UBen to no; *> your 
bring a beau filed vfiAk gcatitude ? S>Kt y<^ conMnrsi^ 4 
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Jjpiy vprd, wbii:¥ te h«Ii j^^vtit wd w«>»#t mi 
^ )ife. .^QiioufHBe^ t|>.y«» ? Dq y^ e^cf fey lyilii the ji^ 
jf*iP!t» ^^Ht hfihim imk fp ^Hb/»ay n«ti«i; i^«9;6p 

Al99 i ypu bring ba)& only vankji* Und 4n juRfljfKiiii diC^ 
fuA; the sBo(t ^.^femft oi ymr ^oniiiiui ^lm ihot^ 
^hich you eioploy in lH^pmt tQ ^Ulb4 Mi^kh 9^^^4» 
rompofe the i^bpl^ cgnfoUlion q( your life. Weai^^tvejn 
«h^ed torefpea yenr iengoiirs and d^%iiil4, by o£m» 
mingling.baiiMn omaiiients wilktbf! iraik* wbii^h^tbtreby^ 
nfttkum^i k would indeed .iaij^fi«8»r tk^t we cmn^ h^m W 
fpe^k lo you fur purlelvet ; end yougive iKeI iMW aUMr 
tioa to us .as you do to irj^ublefaipe mf i)d<cifi(i wbQ W^ 
folicitif^ your favour, Vott baye n^^ i^gre^ fgtmQmpnU 
occupied hyibe frtvoWuf pleakir^of a pcofane (pe^s^; 
tbereaiane it is. that svery thaught of biifiaefs, of fortiioi^ 
and qF family ia reje^ed aa on, iitfrufion. a«d ibat, all el(^ 
foigotten^ tbe mind* formed foir mon? (^ioMs i»alM;:i^fei^ 
vith atiidtty oo cbiaterical adveoiurea ; H is §fim ibfiH!^ 
that you alwi^s t:orae out occupied and deljgbteyi with thp 
lafcivieMiS naxiifiis pfomu^ted by 9 ojrimnal tbl^Mm* VoU 
ilweU with iTAofpori oa thofe paru wbicb hftve wide ^ 
snoft dangerous impreffioiUHpoiiibe bom; yoM e«9ie Alli- 
ed with tbeirrsmerabiamce evon u> ibe fpol #f |he iilMr* 
Thefein^ce^ fo &tal to .iimoi^ciiar,. j»ui ^a Jonger he ef» 
faced ; while* on quitting the word, *the only portion tc^ 
lained hy your iBetoory ia. perbapa the d^e{b tf km who 
badbi announced if( to you. ' 

My faielhren,. God no longer pumihedi in a giievoiia 
iDaoBtT ibe conteoipt of hsi.woiid« He^r 90 doubt,., mjc^ 
. iBlltiiii%nrtbUg9%tl «iB^:a^ 

have 



have nev^ lieard his nanle, tad ab&tndon TLtvt^ lus fremage r 
He might draw frdm out of their d^ferts ferotiou^ and iir- 
fidti nations, and deliver np to them our temples and our 
Jiabitili0nS| as he formerly delivered up thofe churches To 
celehrated. which the Turtalfiens> the Cyperiatis, the Au- 
guftins, had illuftrated, and where now nota trace of Chrif- 
4ianity remains but in the itifuUs which Jefus Chrift there 
teeeivesy and in the ihackles with which believers are therie 
Idaded : He might do it ; bat he avengeth himfelf more 
ft«cfetly, and perhaps more terribly. He leaveth to yoa 
Aill ihefpe£bcie and all the outward ceremohy of the preach^- 
log of the gi^peli but he tumeth the whole fruit of -it upon 
the fimfrfe and ignorant inhabitants of the country ; the ter^ 
ton of faith are no longer but for them. He no longet* 
vtthdraweih his prophets from tities; but he taketh away 
fK>m them, if I may venture to fay fo, the power and the 
influence of their minifiry ; he ftriketh tfaefe holy clouds 
4irith drynefs and unfruitfulnefs ; heiaifeth up to you fuch 
» render truth fiowry and beautiful, but Who do not ren« 
-4er it amiable ; Who pleafe, but who do not convert you ; 
he permttteth the holy terroi^ of his dofbine to be weaken- 
ed in our mouths: he no kmger draweth forth from the 
tteafures of his mercy^ grand characters like thofe raifed 
up in the ages of our forefathers, who renewed cities and 
kingdoms, who led the great and the people, and who chan- 
ged the palaces of kings into houfes of penitence : heper^ 
mitteth that we,, weak men, lucceed to thefe apofiolic men. 

What mcNre (hall I add ? We aflemble here, like Paul 
formerly in Athens, idle and curious fpedators, whofcf 
only view is that of hearing |fomething new ; while thofe 
who perform, the funfiions of 'their ininiflry, among your 
vaflals, fee with confolations at their feet, Kke £fdrasfor-^ 
merly, fimple Ifraelites, who are .unable to retain theie 

tears 
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lear$, in. baring only the words o£. thelw.; Wct^aampfe 
t^e.Jeijfve sntnl^be idleneiii of, prjhfif s aBd;tbe.£rfaff.A{^ ^}|(; 
earth,, whiles in the country, holy minifter;5 t^ang; t'artliu 
Jeros. Cl^fi^, ^d^ reap s|n .i^j^ndant harydl:, in a 'i^ordii 
ye preachfitd .they convert. It is^thus, O my God»,. that, 
i^^fecrct Jjjhcia exxfcileft.C^f^^ terrible ji^^lgp^ent^ ; < 

But, my brethren, why 'may not we fay here tcypu^, 
what Paul and Barnabas formerly faid to the unbelievtnf( 
Jem ?. •? I^.was ne.ceffary; that the, >v.oj:dQf. God fliouW'firft 
*V have be^ ipo];en to yQu,;^but<,feeing.ye putjt iromyc)^ 
Van^.jtt^ge ypi^rfi^ves Hoyrorlhjr of evei^a||i|if life^jo^ 
«• we turn tothe.gemUes/f, We Ihall therefore, twn, to rt^ 
natipifs.lu^e^Q ^band^xipi^d,^t£)^i«^SB^^ \i^Qh hJixvMei^sfmr^ 
pepple,hurjpfi in igrioranjee« wha.iqultivate.yoj^r lan4l» d^ 
y.bp.w^ill, mih £aitb an4. gratitude;,; rex^ive that grace i^bich.: 
you.reje^. . Ah! Qys l^qurs jWoii)d be m^h ustDre ai^raiU. 
ing, our ypke more le^fy* our ruinijftry mom €Oi>C(;»^d ;. jwe 
fiiould not. .thea, it i& true, fXisck^ . among W^ . ))e^r^r% 
njunes cplehratcd io^^iilqrjr; bjut we would ^qG^m^.thc^^ 
names of ahofe^whoare w^iit<^iifiJieaYifP : ynib^lduot 
fee there afleinbled ail.thoii^,tkles»^,aa|i fpiei)4i^ 4^g|MM««« 
>rhich form the whole g^ryof the wpi^ld^whic)) pafleth 
away ; but we would there fee j jpth, piety, and ^Hi(n<^itpe«t 
which compole the whole glory of the Chriftian who eter« 
aallyendureth ; w/s (hould not iie^r there «vwiapp]#«^t 
^iyen to the language of themap, aj^i npt^ that of f^ifh ;. 
but we wouJd . behold ,thofe .tearsfiflo^yipg wl>ich.ai« the. 
immortal praife of graces: pur pulpits might, not indeed, 
be furrounded. with fo much pomp ; but our hearers .w^ld, 
be. a fpeQacle wiwtby of angels, and of Gpd. , . . 

^ Such are the difpontlons. which ought to prepare you iqcr 
ovir^ inilru^ions. It ,is neceflary x^ow- to inilru£l.you (^ 
tbe mind in which you ought to liften to us. 

Part 



4^ trRM^!! vni 

' ¥j»f ii. Irf ^A?r tbwardr Hiftrufifihg ywi^ Aiji dtb rffflSl 

Its authority/ w&icil is di'v^inc^, deiitkiid#a l^kiia!i%tahd 
dfe iBiAtt ; *M6nd^ wln^h is the coiiverfiM 6F Uealf^, de". 
naiids'v^^riii^i^ty; #M^*fiai«cfae]b it^t^lb^K^ttf 
as nuf enable ii to, quit its enors^ and fuch remedies "as 
■b)r^cfire Ml'evflt.^ 

" tjHy, Ifay ttat its au^HoMfjr ia( diviili^. *frt; iny^ Ifrc^ 
tMr^h; liite w^oM ilhiieh' we ianiGltiik^e- ibr ydtl fi W6t ittir 
woixii bul die nnford of Ktift" #hd fend«th^ n^.' Firbiii (fhe 
AotMnt ibatvre ai^efttUiiii&d b]r ^iih ili'riiii tidl^ dAnfftfy, 
AfH»ig^'t)te* ^^^ of a^ kgMiiRJate ck% htmU^t\i^ y^xt 
Mrriidi-r tts a* feitt by Hihi; a* fj^J^ing ttt yocr IJere on 
Miif^fitv aAH a^ obly H»rtdirfgf^dilt'tM«&d^ dl\^^ 

wordk. We^ belfr; it* ilf ti^; that* ^irttfiire in veflKb' o^ 
dntSr lKit-it» tlfeW*y-lofesTi«hing^ ot ih^ lAe 

«dfe ^it^bMM^ iMfith'#tdf6n fbMJtrly e^Ioftd agai&d 
iJie^Ctertiici of th«!r Ldfd, tJieflillrid mJ^y lift6 tiiean aiirf ccfti- 
IbMptibte; «iit^tirtithVtMt''div^^ fight whltrti Cod MtH 
^fA^MA y^MM\X)^ it^ not; from tfaer^cib, lefs deA^tMded 
fronl'Heavet!^ or deffiricd, Hke the \%mp of 'Old^ir, fifl' 
iOjBHte'wfeb^tfeifor'ttnimhfuI fe^^^ 

"- Nbvr, y*to owe, in' t!te llvft pkee, m the authorfty of 
ibfs dfvftie wt>ld, a picftis^doeiKty 'and anattehtibn to \u 
rilhei* irt the light' oP dtfiriples tbah of judges. In effisft, 
"^rc eSipofr to yon* tlit nilei* dt ^»wlfep"ind of pic^. the 
deeiflbial of the g6(j^fcl, the la^i'of the church, ahd'the 
fnaxtm^ of the Holy; We^comenbi fce^^' tb giV^e y'ou 6af 
0wn opinions, our prejitdices, our thoughts ; this is nctt a 
j^Wpit' oF contMverfy, \t is the' place of truth ; notbitfig 



c iN09«lW«fi^ A$M*«D»n}r erf -OkffS^: wft^m^Sm itilr in iMv 
, own conceit, and whp^|^|lQ|h«1«blva%^|plw;^9g^^^ 
reafon, come here with a mind (et agaiojft, and, as it w^e, 
1y«lf)(hiiiHy' upM '^guard a^UAft ail thi^tevrofi ni t\» Wy 
l^pr^ y T>h€Ly mffk^ i:^; i^ .^q»i|, ; Hk<^ Ikiet ftttm^ Wit bw9 

i^ !«gQti Pi)9 fldifij^ ata««p|.<tf ««9gg0»lian aiub by^ 

(il^fMiH.' AittiUMi 4rkl|9 0^ ht^mn artff«(l ;:) th^mpft amrlittl 
Ibr^ai^iffg^t; on))^ t^ :&fJ4efi ^f^ la. v^iin «Aaq^m6ce^< tbf 
«pft H»<:9Ma^y4rm44i imximt» «9ly 4ifeoiirfea^ad^ed sai 
^ t« ^HftofP ilwm I9^iii*li» Smell. »y br«dMibQ» i^ ijm 
4^osabk» iiMi^km io^ whif^ tha g8f9ijbQft;pavtf <9f you, iiKi 
|fOiiif(»tefi« h^. Y^u^«lw^4i|*varili)j.»p|^ lQ^|b«i^tniiib 
which we a!|]|o^[^(i|fiff tl|e,q|aMiiip% m4 t]|^.pr^^icc» 0f.:t^ 
world, which xontradiQ it; you are ingentons iii weaken^ 
log 'mSio\^.^w^ llir^aAi by-fj^ipa* reirf^lli ik» ffmHd- 

iwHto yUld tor th)^ for««, 0f |^ Ui^l^toJ ivuiht^ ye* 
<0iiie here, it wouUk f^o^ Qoly in pnder, |« «nt«fr ivk^ 

' itoi^ifati^n. writh. G<|d». tq^ittvaUdaite tte ^ecoal im vuJ^i^ 
U(y (tf hi9.WQrd^ tOr linAensyke iht intcveOft.of* ^^or 
igainft the^oi^y 0I tfnt^h^ and io.b^thf iti«iaf€k apo^pflt 
of th« worHaodof ih^ fi^flianiy.e^eA in iha4 holy ^Im^ 

, ^ftiiied %» c^fid^iDo. aiid to combait thi&m^ AhV iv^t 
fhat tf^tb,. ^ kaft, tp-tfiomph io \u wm^\t^m9\^i. di^tt 

. 9ot witU il t][»t feeble; viQ^y. it whi^b ha# ipiaB«fly^tf<i*f 
t^b^edov^r, the wMe^ uma^arb ;. opprnfii it| and w«l<;i(M0^« 
^nidft the world, and in tfai»£^* .|i^(^||l|4ie8^ 9f V^ 
error collects, and where errof if. ei^tlMf^ap(|, Jb.it jaa$ 



enough that yoa have baniflifld jt from' the vpdrid,' aiidflial 
k date no longer (hew itidfwithoat being elcp^d-lo dk- 
rifions and ceirfiues ? Leave to nit. at leaft, thb^elaachdlyr 
confeladon of daring ft{H to puUHh it in the face of thofe 
akars which it*^^ hash raiiEpd'iijp;^ and wMcli ou|^furcl]r la 
ferve it, at Icaft, as a place of refuge; . v 

You accufe us of escaf^eration. Grieali Qod f' AnA 
thou one dajr wihperiiaps judg^ us for Wedtemn^lh6 force 
tuid the infiueflce oP thy w6rd, incdnfequtnce'dCn^^ 
givihg fufficient coafiderationto it iitthe Sletfof ^tfae^allaisit 
And tfabu wilt one day perhaps leproacb us for havjbg.ac^ 
Jaommoc^d the hedy feverity of thy gc^l t^the^ndul^ 
gencxs and firftenings of our age! ^nd thou ivik per^pa 
range us one day among the ^workers ot iniquky^^ becauit 
the lukewarmners^ and ' ntgUgence of our ^j^anners hitve 
taken from the word which We announ(» that H^rdir and 
that divine vdiemenee whicb Gm only he fcwid in .9 
mouth tonfecrated by piety and :by penitence I . : , ; 

How, my b^ediren'! The truths of falvatiotij f^ch as 
Jefus Chrift has fet forth to us, woufid |fe.J|)<>9^1^.<|f 
alantfing confcietices, were the mind of man not to add 
ektraneour termrs to' diem ! Paul formerly ^ etaggecated 
then, when the Roman governor, 'in fpite of the pride of 
^r&lfe wiidom, and all the pt<rjudices of an idolatrous 
worfhip, trembled, fays St« Luke^ whUe hearing him 
^Kak of righteoufnefsi of temperance, and of the awful 
fpefiade of a judgment to come ? Paul then ejulgferatedt 
%hen the inhabitants of ckies came ftrikiog their breafts^ 
melting in t«airs at his feet, and bringing into the middle 
ofube public places the kfcivioul or impious-bpois, anfl 
all th« other inftruments of their pailions, in order $0 make 
'^ facrifiee of tfiem to (h^ Lopd ? V 

You 
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I You aecdfe us of adSing mddirionaf terrors to the wotifa 
dI the g^o^lrbut wkere^affc the confciicaces. wbict^v^ 
diftiurb ? Where are the. fitiners whom wc alarm ? Where 
«re the woi4dty. JquIs, who, feized with dread* on their de* 
partvre l«^ift out dikottsles,c go to conceal tbonfelvcft in 
fhe.dcepeft foUtude^s, and,, by fao]f exceflet of penitence^; 
to expiate; the diflblutenefs of their paft manners? The 
^g^ wfaicb have .preceded usihave often feen fuch exam^- 
]^$» tio we eTer:i«iitae& ifttch iiiflaficet. now P- ^h-l 
Would t»Ood| find formerly an holy father, that you 
cottki^^ codvtft «» of. hwing;iAfyired a fiogle foul with t&fe 
fakiittry.terfars ! Wouldrtd^God, fatd he to: fome worldly 
&gp§*oS:bh tone,* Who acKuled him of exaggerating tho 
4itng^And:the conrii^ieA joi the wmid; that a %ng4eiiny 
fonce^might filpport; your.^aflertton ! :And I may: fay to 
you bere^ wiib^iten mqte letfon than that gfahdiobara^ri 
woltldtO' God! that the Gfwfeqw»iceslo£'fo ibikfied anuh^ 
ditoaetioti cobU be fliewii to^me ! Would |o Crodthot yoif 
Indexainpfefl >wilh wUdi^a reproach us,, in. jaflificatiM 
of your cenfures I Ah ! ; We with pleafpne' would fuffer 
tbe.^lame* >coiildbuttbe;fii£cefs1)e fiiewa.tous with wbylch 
iie-iireix^ptt>iehedl. ::: e< .. . .. \ r 

Alas r We manage onty too much, perhaps, your wea^* 
nbfs ; >tfe refpcAv perhaps «0o vmucfa, cuftDais whicfr a 
long ttfige has eonfecrated^ in the fearof appearing to ttenx 
fbre the'gnind' examples by whifih they are> aucborifisdl; lwc 
Am fearcety Ifpeak: of certain irregulariiiesv left our ^aen* 
AveS'lhoiikl appeaffix> iali'sathtT on the peifoai jthan^ion 
the vites ; we are obliged to content onsfelves with Ihcswv 
ing ihxthsi to you from aifar, which we ough| to place m^ 
mediately under your iytyaiod^ evam ybup &lvatioh>fro» 
^cAt)y7r«fier» tbrooghitHe excefs of our preeautsom. ^nd 
^urtimidipcudencea Wh^^lll&y? LW€afcw&.afti3i 
• 1 extort s^ 



tirtofts Snpn vt 'pmtn* \mbat sod wigbt ^-pbos iiMiie* 
amitoil mwfsaiXB ; iikd tii^ mrM« #r aibW ;dtirl«iyet«« It 

l^tt. rti^xfi, HPe.oftm . faetp. hmk jfarbm yott tlM tracll 
which MFC ay^ AiU m<m to ai^tfi; 3««v mftkniMilmi 
you tcciife nt 0! eiaiggtlkuti^roi bverftndniftg tnitBdj 
and of fabianisiig.6imidwifa|>haidbMm«pt 41^ ^mi4>wii9 

in ^dtft ^.iriam llMe wiboiiAai tout; - . - .; t 

wnd fNserile dedadMtisiBS faa^far fost-^the ^tnsil.iiildquisDtt 
of tliofeSopkifti Mnka, «msd die iGitmii febsbli^ «iKioiiAf 
faii§^ to vttiia. <iifciples 116 tbtoidtwft, ik^ )ir)«iiiitiig tW 
wififem of tiKir ftA;^ Bvi faf oi^ iti)rlit9i^iif«ci».iah4 tiwr 
wtib Amid be to faawe it imtmr fi^wer to render 7«ar 
fmhmsm €Mfyj^ far ftbiii duoiw iag^'dfc 4Mboiei in tfUi 
wayr^ Wicnefem. ftoW wo dttdHtoiiTOii Aitiie9id«iEi 
piife of falnationt bf ftaitiiyg ^ cfaii&ericai idUKnltM f ft 
b .our dotjr to ^fmaodi Tocb ati nay. afittaliy te foand lii fl^ 
and to tender you an affi^ftingband, in drdecao MgiSkfoOf 
^eakneCs* 

Medkajbe^ tOy Jintfiren^ ifefoo the iav 0f .|trttt*Chi!ft( 
nrfcat doi %.? Only o^ea ftlie |^|iei ahd veadt; thtn Aal 
fau ^findithat we drav a ixeil of difoietiDii o^ks dmitreritf 
en iH vHtxsBis i^ iiicm, l|r frbn CMApkoni^dt tettir «stdlet4 
yo^.witi yourfidvxs fiifipjy tfae^Ufidcfldet laf .iter Glance 
andoi^our iafteiing&» and well b^ itd yavrfiefare^ irhat t#a 
dread to by^ ibocaafe 9^ott c^sid. aesner beac^k^ Gnsak 
Godi To tear Ms .cr«ifs.je«ei;y jday^ to de^ife ttte wtafli 
iH»d adi it cantavn, to ti^ as: a ^Btariger upon A»i eattfc, <» 
aiftiKfa iisftiUf Ho Hbpe aBdte^ tai tttouiace 4fl j|iiiibM*<:teia 

the 



saBOLvmmMm t<»« ijjf 



hif97^ttiDfe .who weep dn whe «fe alKfted^ ib^ioUAe ittk«^ 

IkuMS'jaf Ar ^^>^r ^^^*' M(} ^pfakfaleviety -ChKllbii/ Mflerl 
likkesi. ..Oiwiofc QtnthebviDBn mUil add to'thr rigour of 

lai^i^hol^ <Qit.ntogt fonaiidflfaie io ftlfc^iotef Cbiffeqiseiitl/^ 
};<Q^r t7tqir<}a9h^, are nereLf » ^«m Imgaag^ ol tfai ^irbrfali 
fil4 icHocv al. tIiofefiiftiM» 0I 'fytAAm^mtMk ^&n&txM 
$mincH' '4nd ewA. adopts <; ybor c»i ife ieui» immvMy Indipt 
h; >afi4 Ytiien fou fpeak bandttUy^ 700 confds tite <we art 
jft^ketH^U iMuktMt (ike..^r{iel hapiiBGkMramchlttOf* 
^Yi^e wdr iDOf e >4tar&il bfrihe^brld, salforcfacai^vhi^ 

. JFirftdiii^ wUihtlbt aothorit^ dF the U6Iy mwti iem$Bii 

. i8f QC^ijr, Ti^ti icrwetoidievntlKlRCf of llmsiMlly ^9hyti «l 
fpiiokfif filiGefity^ mdiaivanl ^pylkeiuoli ^»it <o youilfeif J 
thit <« it9 £^r« to . fae :a: vigprasa ctamimfol' twre jof *^ottr 
rvvTtt cdflfetknoe!; ito kiiij^ iiiipeStnity hebsfH fodt eyet, «$tt 
Hm, ijttkw tiiie iete 0C your foul, ^tmd^ liii ' idle i»tharv tH« 
|in»iAs ii^ick we anootoia^ ; to tnleafure yhvnSM a^oitdtlif^ 
io. tkm- rule ; it6 iearcfainto yourfelf hy ttmt ^ight } lb fdHrgt 
f^qrrctf bjr ttouMawf «Oilsftefi>to, m IffiKktefM tl)f Ott 
itim^ the iMif xnaoiimwmouittted to lJlie<ltiliUil«d^; ftl 
M^dcr. tyenrislf m iritiie' b^ire fe!tfer« 5^Ai^ Chfffii 1^ 
fyecU toiyou aloiie<th«m^ olBi»'taMt4i, >aild whibf "fekiAs W 
bentpBTfaapftfotyotpaten^v Fdn tfty bl^AMfA,<ttto dh% ti^ 
' takes to himfelf that truth which attiiek6 4h#'-<x>hA^itito84iitti { 
no one thinks himfelf an interefted perfonage ; it would 
fteititUative fismtac^pkitrai^ «o'oifl^V^s'^afil6nlt^i^ 
lm«tt^ fef «*p«il^rfei6ffcdA*afi<ig^fc^rA,li()d 
cf ihft Vb^GrkHiMto '^^ada^ {|%olMieftlli^kift<^. TM 
^ lewd 



Itwd'ahd diflbliite peHbn recoi^ifes not bimfclf ia dieinott 
animaledanil moBi ftriking traits of his-paflidn. The mini 
loaSed with" ilUacquired wealth^ and pefhajps with iheblooid 
and rpdilf oTthe people,' joins with its in deprecating thai 
very ini<|uity in odiers, and fees not that he judged him^H 
The couitier, confuindd with ambition', and who ticiAittk 
€f(Mifeience and intcgriiy every day to that idol, frankly ad; 
mits of the iheannefs of that pai&on in his^ equals, and looks 
uponit as a virtue^ and as a d^ep experience of the cduit 
inhimfetf. Everyone continually views himrelf^y cer- 
tain favounble fides, which effesSnaiiy hinder' him ffoM 
ever knoiwing faimfelf fuch as he is. In Vain dorw^ nlarl 
you, as I inay fay, in^the aioft pointed manner- $ you all 
ways inwardly find out fome fof tened traits, which alter the 
refemblance. You whifper'to yourfdf, I am not this mSuk 
And while the public makes application 'of fudi ftrikin^ 
truths to us, we alone either fucceed in being convinced 
that they arb not dmwn loir us, br we only find oiit in tHeni 
the defers of 'dur4iriethren ; In otur own es;a8eit portraits] 
we fearch ou(t foreign likenefles t weare ingenious ii^ tchritl 
sng the blow upon others; which truth iad given to ni 
alone; the 'ma%iiitjr <^f th# applicadon is^ At otil^ fhiit 
i^hlch we reap {ix)m tbatpiAnre of -our vices made front 
0ie pulpit, Hiidiwe ra(hly juSgetour brethren wfabre wift 
taught to hav^ ja4g€^ only ourfelvQs* !Amb thdsit^is, O 
my God ! th^t men^ btK:om^ eorrupttd, mifapply every 
ibing, smd^bat ^en die Ijigbt c^ truth ieals up thcir^yea 
upon their o^ errors, ^nd tipens them' only toffee iii 
^h^rs either wbatt is n^i or'Wh^i it: ought to havekepi 
entirely hidirom thcitil • ^ ^ 

r Sjuch sttf the difties, whiirh. th^ authority of ttbe holf 
^ord^estilQs pi you : iett us now ptocreed to tbofehifitat1ie<| 
td Its C9d. Its end, V^Y' .br^I^etif . you knpw^, i$; tt"^. cpii4 

verfion 
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ireriipa of .beartft, the eiUblifhrneiit of txuthv the 4eftruct. 
tionof error andpt fin* and^the fanfiificationof the liameoC 
Jefus ChriA ; all there is^r^nd.elcvatedf important, and WQr#- 
thy of the moft fubliine f unflion of the hierarchy $ and cpnp 
iequentljs, it is from thence to be inferred, that yon ought to 
liften tons with a.refpe&ful apd religious fpiritr which def^ 
pifesnottbe fimplicity of our difcourfes, and with a fplnt^ 
vif faith, which feeks nothing human in it, nothing . frivo- 
jpus, nothing which does i;iot coq^fpon(l with the excel- 
lency; and the dignity of. its Tend. 



^ I f;^ a fpirit of religious refped^ iKhich defpifes liottb^ 
iBniplicity of purdifcourfes; for he^ev^jp enlightened you 
my in other rerpt6ls be, jou o^gbt not in coiife^quence pf 
your ppetended lights^, to claim a title to negle£l.the mftrucr 
i|ions of the church, to believers* The un<GtiQn of th€:^irit 
«irHl always inform you of fome^htng here, of whicii yoii 
would perhaps ; have ;em[ained ignorant^ , If ppiTefled of 
that, knowledge, which is- the ciufe of pride, ypu will he 
jQbrengtbened in that charity which ed^ifies. If jrour min^ 
acquire notbiog new* yoiir heart fliall perhaps be made tq 
feel ne\^^ things ; you will ^thefe at leaft learn that yot|r 
knowledge is nothing, it you he ignorant of the fcienceof 
£dvation ; that you are but a cloud without moifture, e!e-^ 
vated, it is true, above other men, by you? tal<^|l$» and b)c 
|he laperiorky of your knowledge, but empty of gface^ 
and^he f port pt every wind and of every paflioQ in th«5 
$ght of God.; and, 7^/^, That a fioiple and pure fouU 
frail, in anjBfiant,.be taught the whole in the bofom o| 
God, and Ikall be transformed from light to light ; while, 
-0X1 the contrary, that you, after an entire life of watchings 
and.^rdent ftudy, and the ai;tainment of an ufelefs n;alji of 
knowledge and lighu, ihall perhaps reap £or your poiiipp, 
4>cly vernal jiarlu2el&. 

What 



Whai a iniibke^ t^r bfeihr<a^ to htiifk jiMrfitvai Inoai 
ibdb hoijjt aflcmbUea, undor pretieact, iHaft )Km alrca^f 

ver&i in all tlnr dmiecof padgrt which y^si bave long {^04 
iei&d ; awl tbali Cbfftftiaa. ctading^ add. a inoiall d^ree oi 
Fcik&Ntt id priyaie^ ga a gieater vaji, wild afcr attended 
ifiih more benefit, tfaaa all our diCaaiirical But;^ mf itsa\ 
btarcr, if you pvafefs piety and nigbteottfnefk, wba( fwioetef 
Goofolation can yum enjoy^ tban that o£ hcapog Dbc woo*- 
dersof theLordpubliflied» tibeGHrdinai|ce%of kisJiolj^kw^ 
truths which you love and pra£life. and of which you ought 
to wifli tlie kn&wfod^ (6 be giv«ii tp all men ?' .What (ight 
store foothing and CQnfQliiig.tfiyoti, than diat' oi youk' 
bietbrea aflembicki here at the foQt of the altair, attmtir^ 
to thti w<Mrds of lifer abTeat Ifointhe fpe&iclesof the worlds 
and removed from th^ otca&in»:'ot fin» forming: ho ly de» 
Wb, «^Bingthr«f hearts ta the Ymeof God,, perhaps 
conceiving tb^ pcemiees of; the hdy %icit> and the cooim 
mencement of their peniteccae, and to be enabled ta join 
yourfelf with thenu ia ord^' to« obtain from the father fif 
aoerctnii the* completion in,tbeir ibul qt the work of birsb^ 
tiQU^ which fafi-haib begun to operate withm them i' 

Not but tbat the moil confolatory lefources are lurnilbed 
to Chrifttan piety, l^ tbn meditation ol the divine writiogSi 
But tfadiord barb attached gmceM toi the power of our mi^ 
nifiry, aod to the legitimate callings which ycm will not find 
elfewhere. Tbemoft fnniple . t];i|th3 ii) the moulh of tba 
paftors, or <A ibofe who fpeakta ycH^ in their place,i 4^w» 
an efficacy from the grace, of their miSim» which h no6 
inherent to them; the fame hoo]^ of Ifainh^ vhifib^ ';whe» 
i«ad from, a chariot by that officer of tbe ijueen of Ethi9«^ 
pia, waa to her, as a book fealed uf ,.aQd only amu&d beM 
Icifure without enlightening her fai4Jb^eyplaiiiedby.Phtfi|K» 

inftantly 
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' ' ' ' i- 

inftahtly became to her a word of life, and 6f fJvSitjon, 
And]* iajifyf You ovfe that example to your' brethren, 
that edification to tlie church, that refpeS to the Word of 
JefiisCbrift, that uniformity to the- fpirit of peace and o£ 
unity, which binds us together. . O baniQi yourfelvcs, and 
fo much the better, from thofe profane and criminal affi^m- 
blies, where piety^ alas ! is always a ftranger, fuffering, 
arid conftrained '; but here is fts place, and'itshome; this 
is the affembly of the holy, feeing it is only towards their 
formation, that our miniftry'hathleen eftabliJhed; aridftiM 
continues to end lire in the church.* 

* I have faid, in the fecond place, a* fpirit of faith ; and, 
in this difpofition, two others - art comprMed : a love of, 
the holy word, independent of the talents of the mafl who 
announces u to you; a ttifte, iormed by religron Which 
comes not here in fearch of vain ornament's, but of the 
Tolid truths of falvation ; that is to fay, to liften tdit, nei- 
ihcr with a fpirit of cenfure, not with a fpirit of cufiofity. 



' And, in effeft, your love of the ^^ord of Jefus Chrift 
bugh^t to render you blind, as 1 may fay, -to the defcfis of 
thofe who announce it to you i in a mouth even rude and 
unpolifhed, you ought to find it lovely, divine, and wor- 
thy 6i all your homage ; in whatever (hape it be prefent- 
ed to y6u, decked with^ pompous orBamehts, or fimpte 
and negle3ed, provided that its celeliial traits ar^ fiill to be 
irecognifed, it jpfeferver the fame rights over your heart.- 
And indeed, is any portion 6t' its fanftity loft by pSfflfng 
through lefs brilliant, and lefs copious channels ? Did the 
noly word of the Lord lofe any thing ot its dignity; whe- 
ther he formerly gave it out, from a bu(h, mean and defpi- 
cable to the fight, or from a cloud of glory ; whether he gave 
Vol. I. N 3 out 
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eut his oracles in the midfi bf the iefest^^mnd in a tahcrnacl^ 
cDverecl with the ftiiu of aaimak,' or in the eemple of Sdo* 
noh^ the m^ft magnifieent whicb^lmth^everJbie^.raiii^duB 
to tde gtoiy of hts name ? And did the faith of fifrael mke mj 
diiKndion, when it wa» the fame Lord Wiho ^vem wberer 

• • r - • -• : ... V. .:-'.{ 

' NevcrtbekiSf how few among all-thofe who liften to us^ 
who do not coQftitute tbemfelves judges and cenfiirfrs oif 
Ac hoty word ! They come here merqly. for ,thie purpofe of* 
deciding on the merit of ^fe who aimotmce ^t, pf draw« 
xng fodifli comparifons, o( pronouncing on the differencj^ 
of 'the lights and of the iQiSruOiipiis ; they think it an ^o* 
liour thp beii^ difficiillt.to pJc^fc ; they pafs. without atteiK 
lion over the n^ft ftriking truths/ and which m^^ be of 
the moft eflential benefit, (o aU;. and the oqly .fmit reape4' 
by them from a ChriftiaA d^foc^tiirfe, is ,<ppnfi|ifd . tp t]^e mi^ 
£nablr l>fide of having* .faster than any other^ remarked .it| 
defefib* This ta fo truly the; cafe, tbsk% we Jpay. yrilh juflice 
apply to the gresuteft part of our beavers what Joii^ph, be« 
fomfe . the preferrer of Egypt* £Hd^ tlnroMgbvj^u^ suti^c^ 
lo kts brethren f: It is not to feek fopd ttjat ypu.ar^ J^9^^ 
hstf ; it^is a$ /pica, to f^ the nakcdoefs of tb^ )and. It i^ 
not to nourifli yourfelves with the, bre^ of tbe wor4>, or to 
feek affifboice and-efEcaciouf.rfmie^ie^i tor^yquj; evils* chat 
yxMi coBQC to liften to m.; it is ifi.oi4v to. .find oi^t Cfiufe 
fiu* applying fon(ie vafnxeAJTnrfSy.aind to Ihcw your fkill in 
remarking our deiefb ; which, ^ef^^U are.pg^hs^s a terri« 
bie puniflxQieni upoa youiot the Lord*^^ whq,. in conrG- 
f uence of your crimes* refuletl^ .more aecompli^i^ed ^la* 
bonrcrs in. his vineyard, who would have b^eii enabled tc^ 
recal you to repentance;. *; i 

But 
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''Boftaradiaiyv «y bnSthiieii', however weaH^anr language 
AMyhe; do wi^.nofl ftlwa^^ fay efiotigh to overthrow: yaii^ 
ifoUBpiki f%w?^rtoTs,^ and to majce you inwardly coDfern 
irH^faritici'wIficfc yod^ai^unAleto juftify to yourfidv^ i 
Ai^'fa^ l^bliriie ti^lents re^umdto tetl you tliat fornicdiif 
tori, i^xKMrtidnei^^, and -men without niescy, SbM never eof 
fer the kingdom of &dd i. .tfaat?tttiler« you becckue pefak^nt 
fbvi AaFl pttiSn^; \atnd thar it ttaKtersHttk lio become maS^ 
ttT hi 'if» whdW \mld, if fm f faeneby lofe your foal? If 
fif lidt, fh f«ft» thai very fimplidtf \«dnch confiitiH^ thi^ 
wlidl4^'lbrce/ and give» futh'etiergy to tbefe divine truthaj! 
l^nd diightUtaey to be lefft'akrming to the criminal foiiH 
tl$[>ughYn'IIle mouth of the moft obfeujteindividbaltoC.tht 

*"•'";"■ ■ ' ^ ' ' '^''" ' ' ' '• - '- • > . t. 

' AtM l^des, git^Ming thai it ^rere^herd pcMi^cd.iis to 
Recommend oQtfel^efir, as th& apofile formei4y iaidftomU 
^tefiil believers, more attentive to cenfote die fitDplietty 
bf hrs apt>eannl(^<^ artd of hitf hmgnage; and; 8$. he fays him* 
felf; iiis edntdnftj^ible figure fai the- tyet of .men, than 
i6uched wfth the endlefa fatigues and dMigen which he 
had ¥tirftx>uiited, 'in 'Ofder to antioubce to them the gof< 
pel, and to convert them to truth ;• were it piemiitted; w^ 
might fay to you, my brethren, we fuflain, folely on your 
IlicounI, the whote wei^t of >'a fdnftii and' laiborionis inu 
jfiiftry' ; bur car^s, out wkcfaiiigs, our prayer^, . the endlcGl 
lofting^ whieh ^uilityus for, atod accompahyj n& in theiift 
Ch'riilian ptilpfts^ have no other obje6l but- that of your 
iSAvatibn. O do ifot our pains entkte us ut ieaft to youe 
MptB: and gratitude ? Is if poffibie that that zeal which fuf^ 
ffrrs all, in order to fecure your fatvation,. can ever be-r 
come the mehtncholy iubjed of^ your derifioos and cen* 
' * furcs? 
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fures ? Denuina of God, gGfodrand yfdU lhat« ibr thif^rf 
x>{ the church and for the bonoiirof his goTpel, he raifeup. 
to his people labourers powcfful in fp^scb, of thofe mca 
whom the fole un&ion of the fpirit of God r^miders nor- 
▼ous and eloquent, and w%o announcethegpijpd 10 a 
manner wordiy of its elevation and fan&iiy; Bait like 
wife demand, that, when we happen th^rem l[o £»!, your, 
faith taay foji^ty the defidencies of oor 4iicourfes ; t^ 
your piety may render to truth, in' your ownr^beaftai, that 
which it iofes in our mouths ; and that, tbrou^ your «n^ 
righteous diftafies, you force not the minifters of the gof« 
pel to have recourfe, in order to |)Ieafo you, to the vain 
artifices and colouring of an huinsui eloquence, to* flune 
rather than to infiru3, and, like the Ifraelttes formerly, to 
go down to the Philifltnes to Ih^-peh their inftruments, 
deftined folely to cultivate the eartb f I mean to fay, to 
ieek in profane learning, or in the language of an hoftite 
world, foreign ornaments to embelltlh the fimplicity of the 
gofpel ; and to give to inftruments, and to trients drilined 
to increafe, to multiply, and to ftreng^heti the holy feed^ a 
vain brilliancy and a fubtlety which blunt its energy and 
its virtue, and which fubftitute a fa)fe fplendor in the 
place of truth and zeal. 

And iiow, my brethren, behold the laft fault inimical to 
that fpirit of faith ; it is a fpirit of curiofity.. You do not 
fufBciently diflinguifh the holy gravity of our miniHry 
from that vain and frivolous art which has nothing in view 
but the arrangement of the difconrfe and the glory of elo* 
quence ; you afliil at our difcourfes with the fame view as 
Auguftin, fiill a finner, did in fotmer times at thofe of 
Ambrofe. It was not, fays that illuflriods penitent^ in or- 
der 
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cherto batn firom the !«K>uth of the man ol Gpij^he-fecretis 
of eternal Iiie» which 1 had fo loog fQught, nor the 4^b^c 
of finding m them reniedie» foi thd fliacieful and inveterate 
wounds of n^ feuU and which thou, O my God ! aloiie 
art acquainted with s it was ia order to examine whether 
bis eloquence correfponded.with his great reputation^ and 
if bis difcourfes warranted the unbounded applaufes which 
his headers bellowed upon him* The truths which he an« 
nounced interefied me not ; I was moved only ))y the beau- 
ty and the charms of. the difcoorfe. 

' * - . * ■ . . ■ 

- And fuch is fiill, at prefent* the deplorable iityatiqn of 
far too many believers who liflen to us ; vfJnOf like Auguf- 
tin, Ipadcd with crimes and fettered wi^h tbempfl fhameful 
paffions, far from coming here to fe^k remedies for their 
evils, come in fearch of vain ornaments, which amufe 
witfaoQt. curing tlie afHified, which are the means of our 
pleafit^ the (inner» but hav« not influence towards making 
the fimser difpIeaCed witl\ himf$}L They come here, it 
would appc&ur« toiJay to us what the inhabitants, of Baby- 
Ion formerly faid to the captive Jfraelites, *vSing us one of 
f * the fongs of Zion." They come in fe^rch of harmony 
and delight, iii the ferious.and import^t truths of the mo* 
ralityof Jefus Chriil; iu the fighs of theforrowful Zion^ 
captive in a ftrange land; and require of us that we flatter 
the ear while publiihing the threateniogsi and the rigid maxr 
ims of the gofpeL 

O you who now li&en to me, and whom this difcourfe 
regards, reflefl: for aimoment, I entreat of you^ upon your- 
ielves; your cafe is, as it were, defperate in the eyes of 
God ; your wounds, bec<m« virulent through their long- 

Sanding 
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^h^s« time is fltoni' Oodj weuried .IvtUi/bfiiiiiilgi Jo lQBg> 
BotDft v^M) j^^Uj is «ft bft^ioa^fac fiaiot ^of.&riioil^ andioC. 
ftir]mfing y<du : 4)drt>Iil'tkie etead»Llnire|ri]Bft .wbktl i^ fpi^- 
fell to ^bu, and wfakh happen tumy d^jr^ftOfTWrrfeqiiaW 
You «ne not £v diftant form tfaSe>iiiifiIment; m^ A^w you 
Ae terrible rwprd of die Lord 'Hilfeiided QvtXrymx b^, 
ahd lea^jr to fall upon yoar and fac bom fliudderiag at 
the after|>M ,of your ieiim^ or taken' any. meafures to 
avoid the impending blow, ]M>a.duidtflilyaimife.yourfelves 
in examining whether it (bine and have a luftre ; and you 
fearch, even in the terrors df tiie poedifiioi^^ fdf&t pde- 
tile beauties of a vain eloquence. -Great God. I How def- 
picabie and wcM^by of derifibn doth the iionter aiplp^r 
when we view him through thy Jighi ! r^ 

For, my brethren^ are we tiea here ispoQ a profane, tri*' 
buna], for the' purpofe of courting with artificial wordf 
the fufi^ges df an idle a'dbttbly, or in aChriftian pulpit* 
and in the place of Jefus Cixrifti id ififtnifl,. to re^ve* 
and to lanfiify you in the name, and ufader the eye& of 
him who fends us ? Is it berea difpiiteior Worldly baie» 
kn idle exercife of the faduUies, ortheniofi holy and the 
moft important miniftry of faith ? O why do yqfu come to 
loiter away with our feeble talents, or to (eek buiiun qua* 
lifications where God alone fp^ke^ and a%th ? Are not 
the humbleil initruments the moft fuitabk to the niigfati* 
nefs of his grace ? Do not the walls of Jericho fall when 
he pleafeth, at the found of the weaikeft trthnphels ? O 
what matters it id us that wepleafe, if we do not change 
you ? Of what confequence is it to us the being eloquent, 
if you continue always finners ? Wiurt fruit can we reap 

frona 
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from your applaufes ; if you reap none yourfelves from our 
inftrufitofis ? Our only praife, our only glory is the eftab-* 
lifliment of the reign of God in your hearts ; your tears 
abne, much rather than your applaufes, can prove our 
eulogium ; and we covet no other crown than yourfelves^ 
and your eternal falvation. 
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